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ERRATA. 

fifth line from bottom, for ** u," read « ob." 

Hoe 7. for " demands/* read " demand." 

fifth hne firom bottom, for ** Marthere," read " that there." 

third line « " for "then," read "there." 

note, for « No. 215," read " No. 204." 

date of letter, for " 15th Nov." read " 14th Not." 

line 16, for "16,157," read "14,157." 

line 21, before " tribunal," insert "the." 

note§, line 1, for " point," read " print." 

line 2, for " therein," read " thereon." 

line 9, insert " of," before " Commissioners." 

line 24, for " or," read " of" 

note, line li for " Commissioner," read*" Commissioners/' 

note,* line 2, for " to," read " intA" 

line 23, for "see," read "sue," 

line 25, for " S. Codman," read "J. Codman." 

Une 12, for " for," read " from." 

Une 13, insert "the," before "body politic." 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The selections from early letters are such as would 
best give a general outline of the business of J. & R. 
Codman, and of the agency of Richard Codman in 
Europe for that house. The great quantity of docu- 
mentary evidence has made it necessary to print extracts 
only, from letters not closely connected with the main 
question. The parts omitted contain details of business 
wholly unimportant to the controversy ; and the entire 
letters were exhibited to the committee of 18S5. The 
Paris correspondence, and all the important letters, are 
printed entire. The heading will show in each case 
whether the whole letter, or an extract only, is printed ; 
also whedier it is taken from ^ letter book, a separate 
copy, or the original document. Some of the original 
accounts produced before the committee are necessarily 
omitted, from their great length, especially those which 
are useful merely as vouchers for other accounts whibh 
we print. To print every thing connected, however 
remotely, with Wm. Vans' claim, is impossible. W^ 
therefore ^lect what is most material, and trust it is 
sufficient to give a clear understanding of the case. 
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No. 1* 

CIRCULAH ANNOUNCING THE COPARTNERSHIP. 

Boston, May 1, 179L 
Pehmit me to inform you that I have thw day taken into co- 
partnership, my brother, Mr. Richard Codman, who, having 
passed several years in my counting-house, is perfectly convert 
«ant in the transactions of my business, both in the line of Com- 
mission and that of Navigation; and having been lately abroad, 
and formed connexions in different parts of Europe, has had an 
opportunity of acquiring a general knowledge of the languages 
most useful in Commercial Establishments, which, with his indus- 
try and. assiduity in business, will enable me more fully to meet 
the views of my friends, particularly in the execution of their or- 
ders on commission. 

The business in future will be carried on under the firm of 
JOHN 6l RICHARD CODMAN, whose signatures you will 
please to note as at foot. I would therefore oeg leave to refer 
you to their Circular hereto annexed, and to assure you of every 
exertion of mine being continued in this new establishment to 
promote the best interest of my friends. 

I remain respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN CODMAN, Jr. 

The signature of your obH humble serv't, Joan Codmar, 
The signature of jour ob*t humble serv't, Richard Codmaiv^ 

Boston, May 1, 1791. 
It IS with pleasure we address you under the Jirm we have this 
day adopted, and beg leave to make you and your friends a ten- 
der of our best eervices in this place. 

An enumeration of favorable circumstances attending our situa- 
tion, is but too common on such occasions ; we will therefore con- 
tent ourselves, by assuring you, we have it in our power to trans- 
act business to the best advantage of our friends, and that should 
you favor us with your conunands, it will be our study to deserve 
your approbation. 

We are respectfully, your most humble servants, 

JOHN dt RICHARD CODMAN. 
1 



IVo. 9. 

An original memorandum in Richard Codman's hand writing of the 
terms of the Copartnership, 

J. Codman's debts to be assumed by the Company, and jmssed 
to the debit of his private account. 

J. Codman's stock on hand to b« valued by mutual consent, and 
the amount to be immediately to his credit. 

Such of J. G's credits, or debts due him, as the Company in- 
cline to receive, they may, and pass to his credit. 

The vessels and cargoes may be either taken now, or at any 
other time, in the same manner, and their value passed to J. C'9 
credit. 

Whatever balance may be due J. C. the Company to allow 
him interest for, also rent for Stores, Wharf, &c. and at the end 
of every year the books to be closed and the profits divided one 
third to R. C's, two thirds to J. C's credit in private account. 



Extracts from the Letter Books of John & Richard 
CoDMAN, with sundry Original Letters from Rich- 
ard CoDMAN to John Codman, previous to May 
1, 1798, shewing the nature and course oPthe busi- 
ness in which the House was engaged, the objects 
for which Richard Codman went to Europe, and 
the character of his agency abroad for the House in 
Boston* 

From these letters and the accounts, it will clearly appear, 
that the foreign business of the House was confined to ordinary 
commercial transactions ; that its operations began and ended in 
Boston ; that there was no House of trade established in France 
to which John Codman was a party ; that Richard Codman 
acted for the House, while abroad, in its commercial business, 
and also for himself in his own business, and that the House 
was not concerned in Richard Codman's speculations in 
French real estate and stocks, but that the same were for his 
own separate account ; that he misappropriated the funds en- 
trusted to him by the House, by employing them in these pri- 
vate speculations ; that his long stay and engagements in France 
were against his brother's wishes, and that the state of public 
afiairs, together with these causes, led to a dissolution of the 
House, May 1, 1798. 



IVo. S* 

A Letter from John Codman to Richard Chdmafif eontenning the 
Instructions with which the latter went to Europe for account of 
the House of John and Rithtird Codman. 

Boston, 27th March, 1793. 

Dbar Brothek, — ^Your voyage to Europe at this time heing to 
iBXtend the basiness and promote the interest of the house of John 
and Richard Codman generallj, you will of course keep both 
these objects in view, and be particularly careful to render all 
your speculations as secure as possible. 

The principal object of your voyage is to obtain a Loan in 
Europe to the amount of fifteen thousand pounds sterlings to be eniF- 
ployed in loading our two ships^ the Commerce and Catharine^ in St. 
Petersburg, with cargoes of hemp, duck, and iron^ for this place. 
It would be best if this loan could be obtained for several years, 
so that we might have the use of that capital in our general busi- 
ness ; and to render our proposal safe and satisfactory to our 
friends, I have transferred to Messrs. Lane, Son dt Eraser, (of 
whom I hope you will obtain the loan,) one hundred shares of 
the Bank of the United States of America, which are my own jin* 
vate property. And as by a late regulation of the directors of the 
said Bank at Philadelphia, they offer to pay the dividend of Bank 
profits, half yearly in London, I presume that the transfer of 
those shares will be esteemed a good collateral security for that 
sum. It would be the more agreeable to me that this business 
should be transacted with our aforesaid friends, Lane, Son 6c 
Fraser, because I have confidence in them, and they are the only 
house we are connected with in London ; but if it should not be 
convenient to them, they will transfer the shares to any other 
house with whom you may negociate the business. You will take 
with you a statement of our accounts with Messrs. Lane, Son &> 
Fraser, by which you will see that if Mr. Dowse has paid them 
my bill, ^6,226 95. 3d. sterling, that we shall be indebted to them 
about ^,000 sterling, which I shall be remitting them from hence. 
In case Mr. Dowse has not paid them the whole of my bill, but 
should return here with teas or other goods, I shall make an early 
remittance out of those funds, so as to bring the whole account 
upon a balance, as we have ample fiinds here in hand to do this, 
and to make good all our engagements here in this country. 

It will be proper if Messrs. Lane, Son & Fraser fall in with 
our views, and agree to make us the advance we request, that 
some agreement should be drawn up, certifying that the shares, 
although in their name, are held by them on our account, or on 
my account, the dividends to be passed to our credit, and the 
shares to be re*transferred upon payment of the sum loaned upon 
them; and the like agreement should be attended to, if you 
should do this business with any other house. After this business 
is completed, and you have written to St. Petersburg, for any such 
iUierations respecting hading the two ships as you may judge pro* 
per, you wiU probably run over to France and see what is to be done 
in that country. As soon as the BUneroa arrives I shatt despatch 



her back to France with oii, and make up and finish att oUf remii^ 
iances there for the consignments we have hadj so that she will ho 
ready to bring out any new ones or any thing you may see Jit to 
employ her about. The goods we have already written to St. Pe- 
tersburg for, are — ^for the Commerce 140 tons of hemp, and what 
iron she can bring, also 600 pieces Russia duck, and for the 
Catharine what iron and hemp she can bring, and 500 pieces Rus^ 
sia duck, 300 pieces Ravens, 200 pieces Sheetings, which togetb-* 
er will amount to about j£9,000 sterling. If Russia sail cloth 
should be from 12al4 roubles, and you succeed in obtaining the 
credit for <£15.000, it may be well to increase that article to 500 
pieces more, but not more ; that will be enough for the cargoes 
of those ships ; so that a credit of £10,000 would perhaps answer 
our purpose, if it was more convenient to our friends. This busi" 
ness done^ you wiU mention to Messrs, Lane, Son 4" Fraser^ our con- 
tinuing to draw and remit as we have done^ even to a more considera" 
ble amount, so as to benefit by the rise and fall of exchange at 
this and the southern markets ; and if national bank stock can 
be sold in England to a profit, and it was agreeable to them that 
we should remit that kind or any kind of paper for sale, and 
draw, we might probably do it to as much advantage as 
others. 

I shall write you every opportunity, and hope soon to hear of 
your happy arrival. Being affectionately yours, 

^ * J.CODMAN. 

P. S. In the course of our business we have had occasropr 
oftentimes, Co remit immediately, to persons who consign u» 
goods, a bill on London for part of the amount, so that if you ob^ 
tain us a credit for £15,000 and we have occasion only for 
£10,000 on the Russia business, it will be exceedingly convenient 
to us to have the command of the other £5,000 ror those pur^ 
poses. It would secure us that business of commissions^ and all our 
transactions would uhimately benefit our London friends; for 
the more business we do with them, the more for their interest, 
as we mean to go safe ourselves, and at any rate they are secure, 
for it must be a long and continued series of misfortunes, that 
could reduce us so as to render them insecure. 

No. 4. 

A Letter from John Codman to John Lancy of London^ respecdng. 
Richard Codman's agency for the House mt Boston, 

Boston, 27th March, 1793* 
Dear Sir, — This will be handed you by my brother Richard^ 
who goes to England to promote the business and interests of the 
house of John and Richard Codman. Your house being in fact 
our only correspondents, his arrangements will all terminate 
through you, and as it is probable from our establishment that we 
shall be able to transact business upon a larger scale, there can 
be no doubt but our being connected with a house in Europe, 
who would on all occasions readily assist our views, would in the 
end greatly promote their interests also. 



The buBineit with Mr. Dowie having as I Bupposed finished 
lE^reeably, makes my situation eli|riblet cand puts in m^f power to 
nssisi the house of John and Richard Codman essentiaUy^^-yon will 
obsefve I have transferred in the name of your house, one hun- 
dred full shares in the bank of the United States, which are my 
own private property ; the price of these shares fluctuates like all 
other paper, however I have sold all the other public paper I had, 
hnd put all I had to spare into this institution, which 1 have no 
doubt will increase in value, as experience may direct how it can 
be best managed. 

In its first essay it divided 4 per cent, the last year, which is 
equal to £7 4s. sterling per share per annum. Perhaps the next 
dividend may be not so much, but I am confident take a few years 
to come together it will average more, at any rate it is a property 
that I wish to preserve, and at the same time / am willing to de- 
posit it with you as a collateral security for any advances they may 
make to the house of John, and Richard Codman, because that I see 
that a command of funds in this country can be managed some- 
times with great advantages, and I have invested the principal part 
of all my own private property in those bank shcares, and in real 
estate in this town, which is equally valuable and productive to me 
as the shares, but which prevent me from affording the house the use 
of an active capital any other way. The circumstance of paying 
the dividend in London or Amsterdam, fixes a value to this kind 
of pro|>erty in those cities, has induced to the measure which an- 
swers both the purposes I have in view, — I hope therefore it will 
be convenient for your house to meet our wishes, not only in this 
respect, but to recommend our house to your friends, and to put 
what business jou can in our waj, consistent with the engage- 
ments you feel yourselves under to others. 

To meet my ideas fully, I could wish that your house would 
open a new account under the firm of John and Richard Cod- 
man's bank stock account, in which they should charge us with 
fifteen thousand pounds sterling (what I conceive to be the value 
of those shares) and credit us the same sum at the same time in 
our general account current, of course subject to our order ; that 
an interest account should run on both these accounts ; and that 
the dividend received from time to time should be credited in the 
bank stock account, which would keep that always nearly in the 
same state, and the other account might balance in our favor or 
not, as circumstances of business occurred. This would enliven 
and extend our commerce, which you may be assured, for my 
own sake, I should render as secure as possible, and your securi- 
ty being always ample, both by what you have in your own hands 
and by what I possess here, our correspondence would continue 
to be confidential and pleasant, and what is a great object to me, 
our business here might be managed with ease, and would not 
require such unremitted personal attention from me, as I have 
formerly paid to it. However, my good friend, I will ndt trouble 
you with more. Be so good as to communicate this to Mr. Fraser, 
and believe me to be, most sincerely, your and his most obedient 
and humble servant, J. CODMAN. 
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S^tifaets from a Letter of John Codman at Boston^ to Kichard 
Codman^ at London^ written after the receipt of th^ news of the 
failure of Lane^ Son S^ Fraser^ of Londmi. 

Boston, April 26, 1793. 

Dear Brother tlicHAROf— • • • • |q ii^g situation of 
affairs, I have been at a. loss wjbat to do with respect to remitting 
you. • • • • * • 

I have no doubt but we can, as we did last year, make timely 
remittances to face those [Bills] from Russia. If this necessity 
can be prevented by a loan established upon our credit, or that of 
the shares,* it will make our business easier, because our funds 
in this country will rest where we can have the full command of 
them. 

Whenever you get the shares back, be careful how you place 
them \ the risk that has already attended them makes me desirous 
to redeem them, wherever you may place them, as soon as the 
capital of our trade will allow it. 

I esteem European affairs so precarious, and the risk so great, 
in transferring them into the hands of any one, that since the 
failure of Lane, Son d& Fraser, in whom I had unbounded confix 
dence, 1 doubt the eligibility of our transferring them at all, but 
depending for our objects upon our own funds, and on our per- 
sonal credit, which is good in this country, and when known 
must be so elsewhere. You will think well, therefore, before you 
place us again in such a situation. With regard to forming new 
correspondents y I must leave this to you^ who are on the spot ; and 
shall he governed a good deed by your observations when you return^ 
4-c. 4-c. J. CODMAN. 

Extrcu^ts from a Letter of John Codman, at Boston, to Richard 
Codman at London, proposing to Richard to visit France, and 
showing the course of the business and the objects of his agency, 

Boston, May 2d, 1793. 

* • * • * • T. Clement tells me Le Couteux wish to get their 
property out of France, — ^and so do most of the rich people there. 
He says they asked him about ordering Russia goods here, and 
about buying in our funds. If you could sell our bank shares to 
them for a good price (remember they are worth <£150 sterling,) 
it would be as good a way as any to get funds in Europe, to an* 
swer our purposes, and we could replace them here ; many of 
them cost me $580 ; they are now at 452^ for your government. 
Hombergs have written us fully on the subject of conveying 
French property in American vessels, and covering the property 
as American from their Islands to France. I doubt the propriety 
of this line of conduct, and think if it should be generally adopted 
hy American Merchants, it would or might involve the country in 

* Shares in the U. S. Bank, the private property of John Co<)man, and loan- 
ed by him to the House. See the preceding letter from J. Codman to ^. Cod- 
man, dated March 27, 1793. Dot. No. 3. 



m var» and that very ji^atly. If our flag will protect their prof^ 
erty, well, — ^but if not, I am for its taking its chance. If they 
allow us to trade to their Islandsi we may buy their produce 
there, and ship it on our own account ; but e?en then, I should 
suppose if the ship was bound to France, the suspicion of its being 
French property, would justify its being taken and carried in. 
Probably this may be explained soon, and foreign productions 
may not be safe, unless they come from neutral ports to a party 
at war, — or from a port of a party at war to a neutral port ; in 
both cases, in neutral bottoms. I think this will be made and 
become necessary, and then if the oath of the shipper is necessary 
to identify the property, no honest man could cover that of a 
foreigner. / want you to go on to JFYance as soon as possible^ 
because you wiUJind a good deal of business open to you there; but 
you must mind your politics. 

4th May. I have concluded to send the Minerva to Alexandria, 
to be loaded with tobacco on our own account for Havre, and where 
a hogshead will not go, to put in a barrel of flourf addressed to 
Hombergs in your absence* I have thought, as our tobacco did so 
well by the Catherine, as it is cheap in Virginia, and rising with 
other things in France on account of the war, that a good voyage 
might be made with it, and you furnished with Ainds in Europe, 
where you might want them, and then that you might sell or 
employ the Minerva as you pleased. But sell her if you can, as 
she grows old, and it is time to wind her up. She is however 
tight and strong enough for the voyage proposed, and my plan is 
that you should find her in France^ with a cargo that will be both 
pleasing and profitable to you, 

* * • • Stevens set off this morning ; he will provide a load of 
tobacco for the Minerva, as I have given him positive orders to 
do it. And I think this will be my best means of remitting you, 
because we have confidence in no bills now, and Hombergs will 
probably advance you immediately a handsome sum upon this 
consignment. I have letters too from Petersburg. Blandows 
had bought 10,000 poods, about 160 tons hemp, at 22 roubles, 
and all the iron we ordered for both ships, and would buy the 
duck, &c., immediately, so that the ships* cargoes will be pro- 
vided seasonably tliere. Hemp in November there was 17^ 
roubles. What advantages there are in being able to order it 
bought in season, with ready money ? I was in hopes the ar- 
rangements we were making, would have effected this, and per- 
haps another year it piay ; this depends a good deal on what ar^ 
rangements you rnalce, J. CODMAN. 

Wo, 7. 

Extract from a Letter of J, and R, Codman^ to Messrs, Hombergs 
of Havre^ showing the nature of the business to be done in France^ 
and the character of R. Codman^s agency there. 

Boston, 7th May, 1793. 
Messn. Homberg &, Homberg, fterei , — 

Gentlbmen, — We had the pleasure to receive yours by Mr. 
Clement, and the return of our brig, and note the contents. We 
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ohsetv^ jour proposal of our covering your property in onr ahipff 
but we think this will be hazardous, especially if the ship is going 
from one French port to another ; and beside, a system of this 
kind generally adopted, might involve our country in a war, and 
for ourselves We could not take the oaths necessary to qualify the 
property as our own. It is probable a considerable business may 
be carried on between this country and France, as well as the 
islands, during the war. And if it can be managed to our mutual 
advantage and satisfaction, we shall be happy to promote it. Our 
Richard Codman is sailed since the ^ ultimo for England, and 
intends going over to France ; he uiU see you, and any arrangements 
you may make together wiQ he agreed to by us. This is to advise 
you that we have concluded to send our brig Minerva to Virginia, 
to load with tobacco for your port, on our own account and risk. 
We have already ordered the purchase to be made in Virginia. 
She will carry 250 hogsheads, and where there is not room for a 
hogshead, we have ordered flour in barrels. We are now prepar- 
ing the Minerva to depart hence with all expedition, as she will 
find her cargo all ready in Virginia. We propose her b^ing with 
you in all July. Our object is to give funds to our Richard Codman, 
to enable him to pay our sundry bills on Messrs. Lane, Son 4" leaser, 
which they are disenabled from paying by their failure. We propose 
to address this- cargo to you, provided you will on receipt of this, 
lodge a credit with him on your friends in London, to the probable 
amount of the cargo, he causing the same to be insured, that in 
case of accident the property may be safe. We have already 
directed the bills lading to be filed, deliverable to him, and in his 
absence to yourselves at Havre, S^c. J« & R. CODMAN. 

No. 8. 

Extract from a Letter of John Codman to Richard Codman at 
London or Havre, respecting the business of the House in France. 

Boston, May 14th, 1793. 
Dear Bichard, — • •' • • The Minerva wiU sail this week 
for Alexandria, to load tobacco on our own account for Havre de 
Grace to your address, and in your absence to that of Messrs, 
Romberg Sl Homberg, freres. You had better keep a good look 
out upon those French houses to see you get well used, and mind and 

be cautious with the best of them, I mean even Le C . I 

think you will be able to anticipate the funds arising from this 
shipment. If you are in want, you had better get the <£15,000 
insured on the cargo, <£500 on the freight, and none on the vessel ; 
Francis Coffin, master, at and from Virginia to Havre, against all 
risks, &LC. &.C. &.c. J. CODMAN. 

Extracts from a Letter of John Codman to Richard Codman, at 
London or Havre, respecting the business of the House abroad. 

Boston, 24th May, 1793. 
««•*••] jpjjg ^Q \je^r of your arrival, and that you have 

made arrangement with some house in Europe to advance us the 



ttmoQnt of our bank shares. Our basinets will never answer our 
wishes fully until this is done, and if it cannot be done, I hare 
brought my mind to wish they were sold. Unless you do iome' 
thing in one &r oiket ^ikeie to^s, I th not see how you wiii be able 
io provide for the bOh and the Kusiia cargoes too. If I take up the 
«£1000 bill of Dallardes, nnd send you the Minerva's cargo, with 
the ^^1000 I have already remitted^ it will be as much ns you can 
expect ArosD me in the absence of Dowse's funds* 

««••••! ju^y^ given orders to Barker to buy two cargoes 
of oil for Le Couteuz, but really I do not know how I shall be 
able to pay for them, without selling the bills ; and such is the 
uncertain state of French affkirs, that I hardly date to risk exe- 
cuting the order. I assure you I have endeavored enough to do 
without this advance, to do up what I have mentioned in the 
former part of this letter. I find it will absorb all my means, for 
the bank will not let any one in so largely again ; they refuse new 
loans to any of us, and I have reduced at the National B.ink to 
about 920m, and have taken our stock by loan out of the Unton, 
where it can probably be continued ad miinitum ; but I am tired 
of the method, the plan is wrong, l^^le in business we should 
have no bank stock at allf in either of them, I wish I had thought 
so before, when the shares sold for 9580 to 600 ; it would have 
given us independence, and our credit for borrowing at the banks 
would have been as good, if not better, because we should have 
wanted less. So if you can sell for 9500 or upwards, I think you 
had better do so, and replace them to me hereafter. I bought 
six shares on the Company's aecount, sometime ago, at 9452}, 
merely to bold while I remain in the direction, dec. ice, ice, 

J. CODMAN. 

IViK !•• 

Extracts from the letter of instructions of John and Richard Cod' 
mcmj to Copt, Coffin^ master of the ship Minerva^ showing the 6tist- 
ness of Richard Codman in Prance for the house, 

Boston, 24th May, 1793. 
Capt. Francis CoFFiNyT-When loaded, make the best of your 
way to Havre de Grace, where you will probably find our Richard 
Codman, to whom you will be accountable for vessel and cargo, and 
follow his orders in every respect. Inquire for him at Messrs. 
Homberg and Homberg, freres. If he is not there he will leave 
a letter for you there, and if you find none, then write him to the 
care of Messrs. John ic T. Amory and Company, London, and 
in the mean time if you find on inquiry that Messrs. Homberg & 
Homberg, freres, are a safe and solid house, you may aildress 
yourself to them for the sale of your cargo ; — ^to be sold, and the 
money remitted to London to the said Messrs. John &. Thomas 
Amory and Company. And in case you find no orders for you 
at Havre from Richard Codman, you must tell Messrs. Hombergs, 
that you will value on them, on condition that they will within 
thirty days after your arrival remit to London the probable value 
of your cargo. But you will doubtless find orders, and will be 
governed by them. 

2 
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After the brig is unloaded at Havre, we wish her to be im- 
proved in freighting to any part of the world. If jou do not see 
nor hear from Richard Codman, you will follow Messrs. Hom- 
bergs advice about any freight that may offer, 6ce. &,c, &c. 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

No. 11. 

Extracts from a Letter qf John and Richard Cocbnan^ to Messrs. 
HombergSj respecting Richard Codman's agency in France. 

Boston, May 24th, 1793. 

Messrs. Homberg Sl Homberg, freres, Gentlemen, — This will 
probably be handed you by Captain Francis Coffin, commanding 
our brig Minerva from Virginia, with a cargo of tobacco and flour 
loaded on our own account, agreeable to our advice under date 
of 7th inst. 

You mil doubtless have corresponded with our Richard Codman 
respecting this cargo and its expected arrival^ and toe have ordered 
Capt. Coffin to conform to the instructions he shall find lodged for 
him by our said JR. Codman^ which no doubt he will find lodged in 
your hands. In case of accident happening to our Kichard Cod- 
man, which God forbid, we have instructed Capt. Coffin as to his 
further proceedings, and doubt not his meeting from you a ready 
support and assistance, d&c. &c. &c. J. & R. CODMAN. 

]Vo. 13. 

Extract from a Letter of John Codman to Richard Codman^ 
respecting the agency of the latter in France. 

Boston, June 19th, 1793. 
Dear Richard, — I have chartered the ship Enterprise, Wyat 
St. Barbe, Master, belonging to Capt. Stephen Clough, at 47s. 6d. 
sterling per hogshead. She carries I imagine 500 hhds., I shall 
either buy 200 hhds. more, or get so much freight, and you may 
expect her at Havre soon after you receive this, and this will be an 
ohject for you to meet her there. I rather think I shall load the 
other 200 hhds. on our own account, otherwise she will be at an 
uncertainty, and I am bound to a time to load her. I would have 
you be cautious in putting the business in Hombergs' hands, from 
what I can learn from T. Clement they want looking after, and 
will do almost anything to secure the commission, by which they 
will make more than they pretend to. ff you are on the spot you 
wiU see for yourself, S^c. ^c. J. CODMAN. 

l¥o. 13. 

Extract from a Letter of J, and JR. Codman to Messrs. Hombergs, 
respecting the business of the House and R. Codman*s agency in 
France. 

Boston, June 25th, 1793. 
* • • • • rpjjg interruption of commerce by the powers 
at war, must render this article scarce, and in demand, even if a 
peace should have taken place ; and notwithstanding the advanced 
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price of the article in Virginia, and that of the freight, u>e hope 
il will afford us an agreeable and profitable remitiance to England^ 
where we si^o$e our R, Coebnam will place the funds for our use. 
Please to whte him on receipt of this, under cover to Messrs. J. & 
T. Amorj and Company, London, with advice of jour markets, 
especially for tobacco, and what anticipation he could make of 
the funds, provided he should address the cargo to you for sale. 

J. &. R. CODMAN. 

]Vo. 14. 

Extract from a Leiter of J. Codman^ to R* Codman^ respecting his 
agency in France. 

Boston, 25th June, 1793. 
Deak Brother, — Since my last I have continued to load the 
Enterprise wholly with tobacco for Havre, on our own account. 
She will carry about 500 hhds. — will sail from North River about 
1st July, for Alexandria, and having written to Mr. Wilson, to 
buy, in addition to what Capt. Stephens has already bought, suf- 
ficient to fill her up, I have no doubt she will be despatched as 
fast as she can load it. The interruption to the trade of the 
powers at war, must render this article scarce in Europe, and 
must, even if peace should be hatched up, as it will be some time 
before their merchant ships will be safely under way again, which, 
notwithstanding the advanced price in Virginia, and also of the 
freight, induces me to think the speculation will be a good one. 
I do not know that Havre will be the best market for it, therefore 
I have liberty in the charter party to wait eight days at Havre for 
orders, and then proceed to another port, any in Europe without 
the Mediterranean ; and even there I suppose, with a small gra- 
tuity, the captain would be persuaded to go. So you will have 
an opportunity to make the most of it, and time to get informa- 
tion on the subject. I think it will be best to get the insurance 
done here. I shall accordingly get it done. If you made any 
on the Minerva, you must get it withdrawn, also any you may 
have thought proper to make on this shipment, as it will be best 
to have no interference on that subject. 

Wo. 15. 

Extract from a Later of J, Codman to JR. Codman respecting his 
agency in Europe. 

Boston, July 1, 1793. 
Dear Brother, — ^As I have a right to send her first to Fal- 
mouth or Havre, I rather think I shall order her to the former, to 
call on Fox for advice, where you will lodge your orders. In the 
mean timcy you will get the best advices from Havre, from Amster- 
dam and elsewhere J and order her accordingly. If the sales should 
be equal to my expectations, it tmll make you a handsome remit- 
tance, and be in time to furnish you funds to pay Mr. Amory^s 
engagement upon Frazier's bill, due in October. 

J. CODMAN. 
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A Letter from J. OodmcM to R. Cedman^ rtswcting the agenef of 
the latter tn Europe for the House. 

Boston, Jalj 2, 1793. 

Dear Richard, — I have already written joa by this opportunity* 
I wish to dwell a little more on the tobacco speculation, because I 
think it an important one, having liberty in the charter parties to 
send her to Falmouth, or Havre first, and to one port more for a 
market, I am at a loss which to prefer. I think, notwithstanding 
the low rate of French exchange, that the market at Havre may 
be the best for it, e$peeiaUy if you are on the spot to see that it has 
fair play. At any rate^ let it sell where it vnll, you must be there, 
as you cannot be engaged in an object more important ; and I 
think the prejudice of the English is such respecting the confused 
state of property in France, that you may be advised in England, 
by no means to ^end the cargo to Havre, when perhaps it may be 
the best market, and persons on the spot find no difficulty in 
managing their commercial concerns. It would be mortifying if 
you should thus be discouraged trying the French market, and if 
we should find afterwards it was unfortunate. 

I desired Thomas Clement, as he carried one hundred and odd 
hhds. tobacco, to inform you, and in order to get informed you 
should write for pro forma account sales, from there and from 
Amsterdam. I also wrote to Hombergs on the subject, and they 
will no doubt inform you* I think not to determine at present, 
but as I shall have time while the ship is loading at Alexandria, to 
write by post, I may perhaps hear something from Europe,that may 
determine me, so that it may be well for you to lodge letters for 
Captain Clough or Capt. St. Barbe, both of whom go in the ship, 
the former owner, the latter commander, at both places, and if 
you agree with me that France may he the best market ^ you had better 
get over there as soon as you con, in order to meet the arrival of the 
Enterprise. 

The funds you will appropriate as you please tn making good 
our engagements f especially to furnish Mr. Amory's moneys to 
prevent his lying in advance, as his engagements for us on Frazier's 
bill becomes due in October. This doubtless will be in time for 
that purpose. 

As to our European affairs ^ yon see I say but little about them, 
as I depend on you to manage them* All I can say is, I have no 
doubt you will be able to terminate our affairs with Lane^ Son^ and 
Frazier soon ; and the Russia business of this year, as also the em- 
ployment of the Commerce and Catherine, will be determined on 
before this reaches. That I would not have yon leave Europe be- 
fore this tobacco business is done up, as I depend much for success 
upon your being on the spot, whenever it is soli^ and if the theatre 
of this operation is in France, you will at the same time see a termi" 
nation of all our affairs in that country.* You may perhaps go 
there and return if you please before the tobacco arrives, which 

'* The affairs of the Houie in Frvice at this date consisted in the eettlement 
or aecbdAti for fbrtner mereaotiie bnsiness. 
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iBO»j be expe«n^ t^ arriye in Biiiope in Septeinbef . You will 
d<Hibtle«B recoUect the six months dividend on the one hundred 
bank fhares now due ; tki« had better be paid in January next, in 
London. The method to accomplish it you know( andif 70U 
get a re-transfer of the ^ock, as I have no doubt jou will, jou will 
remember to have this dividend passed to our credit. I hope at 
least one fhip will go to Russia ; the other^ sent to Virginia, would 
get a very handsome freight. The new ship will be launched in 
eight or ten weeks. I intend to call her the Minerva, unless one 
of the other slups should be sold,— *4heir names I prefer to any. 
If you can he doing the house service in Europe^ I can make cai 
mthoui yeu until next Springs soaeto give you a year's absence* 
Yours sincerely, J. CODMAN. 

]¥o. 17. 

Eziraet from a Letter of J. Codman to R* Codman, respecHng hie 
agency in IVanee^ 

Boston, July 10th, 1703» 
*•••*• Tou win doubilesSi on the receptien of this^ go ottt 
to France as soon as you can^ and wait the arrival of the Enterprise* 
I have concluded to send Captain Stevens there in Uie new ship. 
She will be ready to take in in 60 days. I shall be preparing a 
cargo for her, — have 100 tons of oil of both sorts now in cellar, 
and shall be procuring more,-^no doubt freight sufficient will 
offer. I have found it very difficult to take up a vessel to carry 
the oil, — ^this and some other objects have determined me to be 
getting things ready for our own ship, particularly as she wiU meet 
you ihercy emd may assist your views. At any rate, as her cargo 
will be ready, she may be in France as soon as she can be in Vir- 
ginia to seek after a freight. 1 shaU dose aU our foreign accounts 
hy the new ship^ and wish you to be there on the spot at the time, Src, 

J. CODMAN. 

No. 18. 

Extracts from a Letter of J. Codman to R. Codman^ rejecting hie 
agency in Europe, 

Boston, August 16, 1793. 
Dear Richard,— Instead of sending the new ship, which will 
not be in the water until the 20th of September, I have determin- 
ed to load the Catherine with oil, for Havre. I have about 300 
tons in store ; she will begin to take in the 20th instant, and can- 
not be long in loading. I hope she will meet you there, and in- 
deed have no doubt of it, cu your business respecting the tobacco 
will of course lead you there, and you may want the ship in that 
country ; especially if there is difficulty in getting our Ainds out 
any other way. I hope you have made some arrangements with 
some substantial house in Europe to answer our purposes. I 
have not heard yet of the arrival of the Enterprise in Virginia. 
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I expect that shipment will make a handsome remittance.-Hftt 

least, sterling 4,500 

Bill 70a receive of L., Son d& Fraser, - - 3,510 

My remittance on WUlink 500 

« « " Thilluson, .... 500 

" " " Prince, .... 100 

" " " Clough, ^ . . . 1,100 

•^ " " Waldo, - - - . 100 

Remitted bj Mr. Godman from Cadiz, -* -* 450 

«« «« Captain Hammond, - - . 500 

The Catherine will enable you to pay Le Couteux, 

and leave you a remittance of - - ^ - 1,500 



;fl2,760 



Messrs. Pieschell dt Brogden have taken up our bill of £2,000 
in favor of Donaldson, so that you have nothing to do with that ; 
you will have to provide for the bills mentioned on the other side, 
if you can meet with them, and I hope you will suffer none of 
those bills to return protested. 



Then, viz. to N. Fraser d& Son, 


5,000 


Mr. Dallarde, 


1,000 


Thomas Smith, 


70 14 8 


John Jay, - - - 


600 


Thomas Russell, 


1,200 


John Appleton, 


200 


William Orne, - - - 


425 


Freeman & Vans, 


280 


Swanson & Miller, - 


115 8 10 


Isaac Parker, - . - 


157 10 


Susanna Sparhawk, - 


39 


Bandin Sl Rateau, a bill drawn by T. Russell 




and J. Codman, . . - . - 


132 



9,219 13 
You must have in hand after all these are paid, ^,500 



;f 12,719 13 6 

which will go some way towards loading the Commerce ; and 
what it falls short, I will remit by the new ship, who will make 
jf 1,000 sterling freight to Europe, at least, as soon as she is off 
the stocks. So that you see I .have made arrangements to face 
all our European engagements. J. CODMAN. 

No. 19. 

Extract from a J setter of J. Codman to K. Codman, 

Boston, August 21, 1793. 

**•••• I have heard from Virginia. The Enterprise has 

arrived there, and would sail the beginning of September. I am 

loading the Catherine ; I find I have oil enough in store to load 

her, and she will not stay here, so that if you are in France, you 
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may expect them both in October. Freights in Virginia were up, 
from 60«. to 705. sterling per hogshead, for tobacco. I shall send 
the Minerva there as soon as she is off the stocks ; she will carry 
600 hogsheads, so that yon may expect her to make a remittance 
from her freight of jf 1,500 sterling, and as to insurance I shall 
make all here, so as to have no deductions abroad, except the 
insurance on the Commerce's cargo from Russia, — that I expect 
you to make in Europe^ S^c, J. CODMAN. 

Tto. SO. 

Letter from J, and R, Codman to Mestn. Le Cauteux 4* Co, 

Boston, 10th September, 1793. 

Messrs. Le Couteux d& Co. — Gentlemen ; It is a long time 
once we had the pleasure to address you, or to receive any of 
your favors. We expect this will meet our Richard Codman in 
Havre. With this expectation we have loaded our ship Cathe- 
rine, Francis Coffin, master, with oil on our own account, and 
risk, to his address. But if any accident should prevent his be- 
ing in Havre at the ship's arrival, we have ordered the captain 
to value his ship and cargo on your house. In this case we re- 
quest you to dispose of the same, to our best advantage and remit 
the proceeds to Messrs, John and Francis Baring 4* Co. of Lon- 
don, for our account. We particularly request that immediately 
on reception of the oil you would remit those gentlemen <£2,057 
165. 3d. sterling, because we have been under the necessity to 
draw that sum upon them, which we are to provide for in this 
way. The residue you can remit when the sales are closed, or 
adjust with our Richard Codman, who if not arrived, will before 
long undoubtedly pay his respects to you. We remain, very re- 
spectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

J. &R. CODMAN. 

]¥o. 31. 

Extracts from a Letter of J. Codman to R, Codman^ respecting the 
operations of the House in Europe. 

Boston, ]'2th September, 1793. 

Dear Brother, — I have before me your favors, 18th June, 1st 
and I6th July, the contenti< of which I duly observe, and shall 
take notice of before I close. I find ydu have bought the ship 
Governor Bowdoin^ then lying at Hamburgh and thai you were go- 
ing there to attend to her outfit and equipment^ and from thence would 
go to Amsterdam^ and France^ in order to meet the cargo of tobacco^ 
which you had heard I intended to ship to Havre. ••••••• 

This will be handed you by Capt. Coffin in the ship Catherine, 
whom I have also loaded on our account and risk, with a cargo 
of oil, partly sperm, and partly what is called right whale. •*• • 
/ hope and trust this will meet you in HavrCf and be an agreeable 
arrival to you, in which case you will act as you think most for our 
interest^ both with the ship and the cargo ; and being on the spot ac- 
quainted with every circumstance^ it will be unnecessary even, at this 
distance to give you my advice. •••••• 
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xbiir fimd$ in IVance will be extensitfe^ and it will require great 
judgmeta to manage them right, I do not know what engagements 
you are under in England with Messrs. Barings, I suppose they 
must be to make considerable remittances to provide for the two car^ 
goes you haoe ordered herefrom Russia, Whstever thej are, thej 
must undoubtedly be gtrictly complied with. 

If you have any funds in FVance more than youare engaged to 
remit to Englandj as aforesaid^ you have a good opening in a ship 
of our own to ship them^ and. to save greatly in exchange^ which 
must be conformed to in remittances to jCondon, •••••• 

I tbink you gave f reat prices for the shipa Bowdohi, and Abi- 
gail. I hope the speculations wUl turn out well ; but remember 
we had better build ships tban buy tfaem, if we want them. But 
I believe you will tbink it not worth while to buy any more. 

/ shall expect you out in the springs by which time I think you will 
have an opportunity of seeing all our correspondents ^ and of effecting 
all our purposes* ♦ • • 

You observed in your last, that shares* were at £i 10, and if 
they get to £i 12, you should sell. I do not know but it would 
be as good a way to remit, if remittances are necessary, (after all 
I have done) to sell there, and buy here. But if I hear that you 
have sold, I can then buy and draw as I think best. But I sup- 
pose if I draw, it will be necessary to transfer them to Messrs* 
Barings, and if I can replace what they sell, at an advantage, I 
shall do so. But I must first know that they have sold, and at 
wkat. On the other hand, if they rise here, after they are sold 
there, we must take our chance, and wait a more favorable op- 
portunity^ J. CODMAN. 

No. 94. 

A Letter from J, and JR. Codman^ to Messrs, Hombergs of Havre. 

Boston, September !2th, 1793. 
Messrs. Hombero d& Homberg, freres. — Gentlemen ; we have 
received yours of the 20th June, — ^with continuation, 30th June* 
8th July, and note the contents. Before this reaches, you will 
doubtless have seen our Richard Godmnn, and in his absence, 
you will receive the consignment of 467 hhds. of tobacco, we have 
shipped from Virginia in the Enterprise, Captain St. Barbe, 
which vessel sailed for Havre about the 20th ultimo, and we 
hope will arrive to a good market. In case you should not see our 
Richard Codman, or hear from him on this subject, we beg you to 
remit the proceeds to Messrs, John 4* Francis Baring jind Company 
of London^ with all expedition. You will doubtless see Mr. Rich- 
ard Codman, and any arrangement you make with him, will be 
punctually confirmed by us. 

Renpectfully yours, J. & R. CODMAN. 

* United States Bank shares. 
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No. 98. 

Bxtraa/roM a Letter of J, Sf R, Codman to Messrs. Barings of 

Londenm 

Boston* 3d October, 1793. 
Mbssrs* J. ic. F. Baring 6l. Co.,— Gentlemen, — ^We have to 
acknowledge the receipt of jour favor x>f 3d July, and are happy 
to find by it thai our JR. Coekutn had opesied a correspondence 
with a house of your reepectahiUtjf* We hope the longer it ooA- 
tinuesi the more mutual latisfaotion it will afford, as we are con- 
Finced, when mutual confidence is established, business may be 
transacted between this place and your city to great advantage* 
especially in the line of bills of Exchange, 

J. 6c R. CODMAN. 

IVo. 94. 

RsJtracifrom a Letter of J. 4* £. Codman to Messrs, Barings of 

London, 

Boston, 11th October^ 1793. 

Messrs. John 6c FaANcis Barino 6c Co., Gentlemen,— We be- 
gin now to look for the arrival of the Commerce from St. Peters- 
burg, soon after which we shall be expecting the Abigail from 
the same place, and as exchange is generally low here daring the 
winter at the exportation of the southern ciop, we shall probably 
invest some of those funds in exchange, at least so far as to remit 
to you any balance that our R. Codman may leave due to you 
when he has finished our European concerns fur this year. , 

We hope he will not be under the necessity to remit any part 
of the funds arising from the cargo of the Enterprise from France 
to England, because the exchange is so unfavorable ; although 
we presume from the prices current of tobacco in that country, it 
would leave us a hands^ime profit when remitted to England, at 
the rate of Exchange. We should be sure of doing wellj if he 
could invest them in French goods^ well chosen, and send them to us. 

J. &R, CODMAN. 

IVo. 95. 

Extract from a Letter off. Codman to JR. Codman. 

Boston, October 22, 1793. 

Pear llaoTHaa, — ^The new ship Minerva is now. near ready to 
sail for Virginia. 1 expect she will make near ;f 1,500 sterling 
freight from thence to Europe, and be early chough to goto' 
Russia next spring. 

We have suffered very much this year by our ships being so 
late. It is time now to prepare for the next year's importations 
from Russia ; and before you leave Europe you had better write 
to Messrs. Blandow on that subject. 

I with you would manage matters so as to fix them a credit in 
London, that they may buy. the goods when they deem it most for our 
interest ; and when bought, they might draw for the money. I shall 
be remitting the proceeds for th^ two this year's cargoes as soon 
as I get hold of them to provide for the next. 
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Inmst leave the business §f providing for the next year's impor^ 
tqtionsfram Russia with you^ and miut depend on your writing 
on the subject. 

Pray despatch the Catherine away somewhere or other without 
delay. She would do well in Charleston, S. C, where freight 
will be high this winter. But I hope she will make a freight 
somewhere from France. I expect to hear soon what route jovl 
take from Hamburg. I hope you have made a freight with the 
Bowdoin to France^ and have been to^ Havre to meet the tobacco 
shipment I made in the Enterprise. If you are obliged tg remit 
those funds to England, the loss of the exchange wUl take from 
the profits of it. If not, you eon iftvest them in goodSj and give 
the Catherine a full freight home. It is probable it would turn out 
well. Nobody can juc^e better than you^ being acquainted with 
FVench goods. 

I expect you win be procuring sonworders in France for beef , porkf 
and oili which is a business we could do a great deal of. But I 
will not risk aU the earnings of my fife to this purpose ; and there- 
fore, unless guaranteed by a solid house in England, that Messrs. 
Barings approve, or that you or Messrs. Amorys know to be good, 
I shall not execute them. • * * 

/ shall be expecting you out by one of the Spring ships^ and flatter 
myself the tour will be pleasing to yourself and useM to the 
House. J. GODMAN. 

No. JM. 

Extract from a Letter of J. ^ R. Codman to' Messrs. Barings of 

London. 

Boston, Nov. 1, 179^. 
Messrs. Barings &, Co., — ^How our European account may 
stand with you at present we cannot say, as it depends on what 
remittance our JR. Codman may have thought proper to make you 
from the pargo of the Enterprise. BUt whatever his' engagements 
are, you may rest assured we shall faithfully comply with them. 

J. &; R. CODMAN. 

NTo. ar. 

Extract from a Letter of J. ^R' Codman to Messrs. Blandow of 
St. Petersburg. 

Boston, 2d November, 1793. 
Messrs. Blandow & Brothers, — Gentlemen,— We have writ- 
ten to Messrs. John & Francis Baring 6c Co. of London > inform- 
ing them that we propose ordering a ca^go for the Minerva of 
about eight thousand pounds^ sterling, and desiring them to con- 
firm our credit to you for that amount, to be purchased and 
drawn for during the winter, on contract, deliverable as. soon as 
the ship arrives, provided you and they should both agree that on 
account of prices and the rate of exchange, this plan would bet- 
ter promote our interest, than deferring the purchases and drafts 
until the shipping season, and as it is sometimes so and some- 
times otherwise, we must rely on your better judgment, being 
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on the spot to determine what joa may esteein most to our 
interest. . v 

You Will observe, we do not wish you to make any advances 
for us ; but whenever jou thiiik it most for our interest to pur- 
chase, considering the rate and prospect of exchanges, that you 
draw for our account on said London friends. Our R. Codman 
remaining »tiU in Europe^ wiU probabfy address vau on the subject 

J. &. R. CODMAN. 

No. 98. 

Extract from a Letter of John Codman to Richard Codman, 

Bo8TON» 2d Nov. 1793. 

Deab Brotheb,-^ You toiU observe I have not purchased any 
hank shares on speculation asvou mentioned; I think it a precarious 
business^ and somewhat out of our line ; neither do I wish it to re- 
iplace the shares jou have sold, being satisfied the use of the funds 
tn business are more prqfitdble tp the house^ and their engagement 
to replace them to me hereafter, and pay me the declared divi- 
dendsy in the mean time, makes it equally so to me ; besides all 
this, the ease and independence it w^I soon occasion is of eyevj 
consequence. J. CODMAN. 

IV0. 39. 

Extract from a Letter of John 4r Richard Codman to Messrs, Bor- 

ings of London. 

Boston, llth Nov., 17TO. 
Messrs. Barings dc Co.— We took notice of your observations 
to our R. Codman respecting the purchase of bank shares and 
American stock, and remitting them to. face drafts that might be 
passed upon them, and we fully agree with you that in the present 
uncertain state of the politics of all countries, it would be a hax^ 
ardous undertaking. Besides^ it is a species of stock-dealing we do 
not desire to meddle with. The 100 shares you sold for us was the 
private ])roperty of our J. Codman, and it was his intention to 
have kept them and to have furnished the house the use of the 
funds upon a deposit of the shares. Our R. Codman will proba- 
bly be in London at the reception of this, and you will oblige us 
by handing the enclosed to him. J. & R, CODMAN. 

I¥o. 30. 

Extracts from a Letter qfJ. Codman to R. Codman* 

Boston, Nov. 11, 1703. 

DsAK BROTHBR,-*Stevens sailed the 7ih for Alexandria. I 
sent upwards of 10,000 dollars by him, and he wiU uitdoubteiUy 
load wheat for Lisbon. I shall order him not to go up th6 Tagus, 
but stop below, that, if better markets elsewhere, he may proceed 
accordingly, or if you have any orders for him, you will have op- 
portunity to lodge them with Jacob Dorhman & Co. 

I hope soon to hear of the Enterprise and Catherine ; the for* 
mer will furnish you handsomely, the latter will be convenient, 
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though she will fiirnish you no funds; I have not heard from yoti 
since you left Hamburg, nor do I know where you went from 
there : I shiUl be expecting to bear from you soon from France, 
where I have no doubt a good deal of business will open to you-^ 
But when this reaches^ you wiUnrobabty be returned from that caun^ 
try to England^ and be thinking of taking postage home* It is 
probable you will have determined something about employing the 
Catherine and Gov, Bowdoin^ and you wiU now consider what to write 
to Stevens^ and how to provide for our next yearns Russia iim&rta^ 
tionSf whith you must put in good, train before you leave iSurope, 
At this juncture I think we ought to usis ttncommon caution and care, 
Don^t be too eager to embrace business ; run no risks in any offers 
that are made to you. We can do safe business enough for our pur » 
poses; lenmeet you wiU send me orders for beef pork^ «/, ^c. Bui 
unless funas or undoubted guarantees authorise us to draw, I shaU 
not execute them. You will observe I have drawn on Messrs. 
Barings about two thousand pounds, on account of what was to 
be reimbursed t^em out of the Catherine's cargo of oil from 
France ; you have doubtless attended to that, and reimbursed tJum 
from that quarter, I have also drawn ^,000 on the ship Miner* 
va's cargo, which I hope they will not object to. Her cargo will 
cost £3Ji6o sterUng: and allowing her to make ;^1,500 sterling 
freight, she will remit j^^OOO sterling more than I have drawn 
for. I sfaaU not draw any more ; but on the contrary, as the 
ships arrive, from Russia, I shall be retitming them with cargoes or 
freights, all of which will go into their har^, so as to provide in 
season for our next yearns importation, and that it may be drawn for 
from Russia as soon as the purchases are madcf and whichy if done 
with judgment, will benefit us very much* 

I see by the Hombergs & Downe's letters, ^hat there is no 
great prottpect of employ at Havre for the ships; perhaps. when 
you get there something m^y offer, and you have the best of in* 
formation from all quarters. I am glad you have sold our shares ; 
this gives us an independence, and we can insure where we please. 
/ have no idea of replacing them^ or sprcvlatino in public iruNoa 
of any kind,* for this reason, if this covmtry is brought into the 
war on either side, every thing must bend to the necessity of the 
case, and if the fund now appropriated to discharge the interest 
of the public debt, is not made use of to carry on the war, where 
are the means to come from ? And if no provision is made to 
pay the interest, what dividend will the bank make, or what will 
be the nominal value of the shares, or any of the public funds ? 
Besides, we shall lose enough by the capture of our ships, before 
we can supply ourselves with the means of defence, to make us 
wish to avoid the other evil. All the national paper We possess 
now, is only six shares for the purpose of direction. 

J. CODMAN. 

* The author of this and the two preceding letters id supposed by Mr. Vans 
to have been jointly concerned with R. Codman in- speculations in the public 
stocks €f revolutionary France, to the amount of millions ! 
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]¥o« SI. 

Extracts Jrmn a Letter of J. Codman to JR. Codrnm. 

Boston, Dec. 24th, 1798. 
' Dear Brother,-* When I la«t heard from you, ypu had not 
left London for France, I am now waiting anxiously to hear of 
your arrival there, and to know the fate of the Enterprise and 
Catherine! as well as what employ you found for the Gov, Bow- 
doin. Stevens in the Minerva had begun to load wheat for Lisbon 
and a market, on our oWn account. 

In consequence of news l^ere that the Algerines were let loose 
upon our 1;rade, I hiave ordered him to Falmouth, to wait your 
orders. 

You uHB enquire the best fnark^^ asuli/rder him accordingly. I 
hope it wiU pay Us a handsome freifffat I have not been able to 
procure any insurance here upon nim, on account of this talk 
about the Algerines, therefore you unU get done what you think 
proper. The ship and outfit will t^ost ali^ut j^OOO sterling;, and 
the ciirgo of wheat about the same sum. What events this will 
produce cannot be eaid* It is generally thought to be the interest 
of none of the European nations to declare war against uf, and 
we have no disposition to be at war with any of them ; yet cir- 
cumstances mav involve us, and it is therefore best to be on onr 
guard. I speak not only nationally but individually, and shail 
conduct the businese qf the house accordingly, Russia goods in 
such an event would be in great demand, and if peace continues 
they will be not much less wanted. So that I think you cannot 
embark too largely in thai business the next year, provided you are 
tarher in the season; and you may be ezpectiAg «uch funds from 
me, that you will be able to do it without restraint or obligation, 
but vott will observe the necessity of confiping the business as 
much lo ourselves as possible. J. CODMAN* 

Mo. 39. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to R, Codman. 

. Boston, Jan. 18, 179A, 
Dear Broth^»,-*Now you will look out for a market for this 
cargo> net proceeds of which I have ordered ^emitted to Messrs. 
Barings, to whom I have written for <£3,000 sterling, on the cargo 
to f^almouth and a market. The ship t will (I believe) insure 
here. The Spanish and Portugal markets promise well, but it 
lays with you to direct how to get there. Perhaps it will be worth 
while for you to go to Russia ^ter all your European affairs are 
terminated^ and return in this ehipj but this I leave with you. 

J, CODMAN. 

]Vo. S3. 

Extract from i Letter of J. and 12. CotUnaUj to Messrs. Barings. 

Boston, January 25, 1794. 
Messrs. Barings &> Co. 

G8NTLRM£N,~-We Understand, though i>o letters from our 
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R. G. ginoe his arrival in France, tiiat our tobacco ship had ar« 
riyed at Havre, and that a great prospect of profit had vanished 
hj means of an act of the Convention, regulating the prices of 
merchandise. We cannot, however but hope the personal pre- 
sence of our R. C. will, in some, measure, avail our interest. We 
have not jet heard that the Catherine with oil had reached. Havre* 
We wish to hear the remittance, ordered to you from this cargo, 
had taken effect. At any ratt^ Mr. R^ C mU undoubtedly remit 
you^ to provide for our hiUs^ and a little time would inform us how 
these things are^ We ^hall be remitting Airther as soon as our 
Russia ships arrive, and if they should fail, our funds are already 
remitted, so that, we trust, that if our R. C. should have any occa- 
sion to use fhnds in Europe, he will find you ready to accomplish 
his views. J. & R. CODMAN. 

No. 34. 

Extracis from a Letter o^ /. Coibnan to R, Codman. 

BotToif, February Id, 1794. 

Dbar BnOTHBK,— I write you this to go^ by a ship of Messrs* 
J. Skinner Sl Sons, bound to Amsterdam, to be forwarded to you 
at Havre. It is to inform you of the arrival in this port of ^be 
Commerce, and at New York of the Abigail. The Governor 
B6wdoin was at St. Ubes, and I daily expect to hear of its arrivid 
in Virginia, where I have ordered a carco of ^eat for her ; and 
Mr. Wilson has purchased, by your or&r, two thousand barrels 
of flour. He omitted buying the wheat you ordered,— as the 
Minerva has lately sailed, — ^fbr which I shall send the Commerce, 
and fill her up with that article. The Abigail I shall probably 
load with tobacco, of which she will take about 400 hogsheads. 
I intend it from James River, so as to suit any European market. 
The execution of these plans will take some time, as the ships 
are but just arrived. 

I expect to hear soon what you have done with the Catherine. 
She shall not lay long, if she comes this way. I wish you had 
ordered the Gov. Bowdoin and Abigail here : it is the best mar- 
ket on the Continent for both cargoes, emd it is better to keep our 
business at home and withih ourselves. The Minerva, before this 
reaches you, will undoubtedly have appeared at Falmouth with 
about 15,000 bushels of wheat on our own accouilt. / hope you 
will get a good sale for it^ and get her up to Russia as soon as poS' 
sible^ so as to return an early ship with a valuable cargo. 

J. CODMAN. 

ICo. lis. 

Extract from a Letter of J. S^ R. Codman to Messrs, Barings of 

London, 

Boston, 28th June, 1794. 
Messrs. Barings &. Co. — Gentlemen ; we beg leave to confirm 
the foregoing, and to advise that our ship Conmierce sailed this 
day for Virginia on our own account. 
The Governor Bowdoin arrived safe in Virginia, ftotn whence 
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there was a good prospeot of her mal^wg a haodaoAe (Mf ht to 
Europe. The Abigail ie now about sailing from Philadelphia to 
Amsterdam, with a freight equal to about ^€1,200 sterling. Both 
iheu freights^ tpgMer mih thej^roeeeds of tehocco Ay the Ckmmercet 
wUl centre with yoUf and tmr R. Codman wiB attend to tie furil^ 
employ of ike $1^$. J. A^ R. CODMAN. 

I¥o. 36. 

Eviraetfrom a Letter of J. S^ R. Codman to Capt, Downe^ of the 
ship Gememar Bowdmn* 

Boaroif, July 15th, 1704. 
We know not how to direct yoU after you arrive at Rotterdam ; 
— we must therefore Uaee the management of the ships to you and 
our R. Codman^ if he shaM be stiU in tlurope. 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

IV0. 87. 

JExtraeifrmn a Letter of J. tf R. Codman to Capt. Hammond^ of 
sh^ Abigail ^ 

Boston, July 18th, 1794. 
Capt. Hammond, — If however, you meet our R. Codman, we 
think itprobchlt he win employ the ships during the winter abroad, 
and send you home an early ship next year* Write R. Codman 
often if you can find where he is. Perhaps you may go up the 
Baltic this summer^ and discharge your cargo to advantage in 
Rurope. Buf it will not do to wait to hear from him. m will 
have two other ships to provide for this summer, therefore if you can 
employ your ship, dp so at once. J. 6c R. CODMAN. 

No. 98. 

Extracts from a Letter of J» tf R. Codman to Messfs, WiUink, of 

Amsterdam, 

Boston, August 5th, 1794. 
Messrs. W. ic J. Willink, — The exact destination of these ships 
you will know from our R, Codman, if he is yet in London, or in 
any part of Europe; if not, you will please make the necessary 
enquiries, so as to keep our interest insured to that amount on 
these ships and their appurtenances. .Depending on our JR. Cod" 
nuttCs directions for our ships in Europe^ we hardly know how to 
order them, at this season, in case of his absence. 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

l¥o. 39. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to R. Codman. 

> Boston, August 5th, 1794. 

Dear Brothbr, — This will give you the sad tidings of the loss 
of our rope walk on the 30th July by fire, together with our brick 
store, which had itself full of cordage and tarred yarns. I can- 
not well estimate our loss, but I presume it must be near ;f 10,000 
currency, as Mr. Rogers thinks ive had 70 tons yarns, &c. It 
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wat under full wring, rety mach in credit, managed easily, and 
tolerably productive. ' . 

• I think it is abnost time yos wert ai kame^ and indeed Ido not see 
what unU keep you abroad^ but expecting the three ships^ and if they 
detain you, you will alwayi find the Mme cause, as our ships will 
be constantly pursuing a European track ; IbeKeve it Ml be found 
best to be together, <md depend on our friends abroad to assist the 
captains in a proper direction. J. CODMAN. 

Mo. 40. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Sr R. Codman to Messrs. Barings of 

London. 

BosToK, August 15th, 1794. 
Messrs. Barinqs Sc C6,*-*Oiir R. (hdman, t»Ao is stiUin Europe, 
win of course direct aU thes^ remittances to centre with you, and, 
together with the average loss on the Commerce, will in cojurse 
appear to our credit. We were unfortunate a few days ago, by a 
fire, which broke oat m the neighborhood of our rope manufactory, 
and which destroyed a valuable property for us, as well as othera. 
This business was very profitable to us, as we^hane iome navigation 
of our own^ and our Russia importations of hemp, saved us a stock 
to employ it, as well as that a demand for the cordage was usuaUy 
accompanied with one for sail clothe and other Russia goods. 

J. & R. CODMAN, 

Wo* 41. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Sf R, Codman to Messrs. Barings of 

London. 

Boston, 16th Sept. 1794. 

Messrs. Barings &l Co,-*Gentlemen ; We have not had the 
pleasure of receiving any late letters from you, or from our R. 
Codman. We have no advice of the absolute departure of the 
Commerce from Norfolk, but presume she left it about ten days 
ago. The Thetis will leave this in all this week, and we have 
purchased a cargo of oil, for the Catherine, lately arrived safe 
from Russia, whom vfe shall despatch to our R. Codman within 
thirty days. These three cargoes, on which we have not drawn, will 
enable him to reimburse you any advances you may be under for us. 

The Minerva not arrived from Russia, prices of goods in Russia 
are much higher, and exchange more unfavorable, than if our 
orders had been executed earlier. We have written our R. 
Codman to make arrangements with you, for earlier purchases, 
next year,' which we doubt not you will promote if it will serve 
our interests. J. 6l R. CODMAN. 

»ro. 49. 

Extract frotti a Letter of instructions of J. Sf R. Codman to Copt. 
Prince of the Thetis. 

Boston! 24th Sept. 1794. 
Capt. Samuel Prince,- — We have already given you orders to 
proceed in the ship Thetis to Amsterdam. But notwithstanding. 
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ottt wish is that 700 should proceed to Havre, and on your arrival 
thare, if you meel with our R. Codman, you will consult with 
him as to tha disposal of the cargo, and the employ of the ship. 

J. &. R. CODMAN. 

No. 43. 

Exiruci from a LeUer qf J. S^ X> Codman^ U Messrs, Barings of 

Boston, 39th November, 1794. 
Mbssrs. Barings & Co.<— Gentlemen ; We enclotte you copies 
of the invoices of three cargoes, we have shipped to our R. Cod- 
man. These undoubtedly will provide him with funds to pay you 
the balance of our accounts, which we hope to see closed at the 
end of the year, with a balance in our &vor. 

J. 6c R. CODMAN. 

]¥o. 44. 

Extract from a Utter 0/ /. ^ jR. Codman to Messrs. Barings of 

London. 

Boston^ November 39th, 1794. 
Messrs. Barinos 6l Co. — Gentlemen ; Our R. Codman, who 
we understand would mo over to Havre, will probably meet the 
Commerce, Thetis, and Catherine there, and we know he is ex- 
tremely desirous to remit you from these cargoes the amount of 
your advances, on account of our Russia importations, which 
however will yield us but little benefit, beside that the Minerva*d 
car^o will remain on our hands for some time to come. 

J, Ac, R. CODMAN. 

No. 4ff. 

Extrad from a Letter of /. Codman to Ji. Codman. 

Boston, December 17th, 1794. 
Dkar Brothkr, — ^I received, bv the arrival of Capt. Joy, yours 
of 5th October, that great things have been doing by persons con- 
nected in a trade with France, and that you have taken passage 
there in a sloop of Mr. Johnson's ; this I was veiy glad to hear, 
as I kave been solicitous for you to be there, for England is no 
field for us. You will probably arrive seasonably to meet the 
Commerce, and soon after will be backed by the Thetis and 
Catherine. They have cargoes something similcu* to what you 
describe as articles that will be wanted a long time in that 
country, and, therefore, I am led to expect something handsome 
from them ; they will be grateful to you, too, because you care so 
solicitous^ and justly so^ to remit Messrs, Barings. But when you 
press me to remit them, you should remember the cause of our 
Deing 60 much indebted arises from the large shipments you made 
from Russia, and the enormous, extravagant premium of insur- 
ance paid on so great an amount, as more than all their cargoes 
amounted to, at a season when it was not worth half the premium ; 
beside we ought to have taken part of the risk ourselves. Most 
bouses here save a good deal of this, which trade is so overdone, 
4 
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that the Minexra's cargo is not touched nor broke in apon ; and 
as to selling off at once, as you sa^, 'tis impossible. The (Cathe- 
rine's cargo has held us a good spell, and a good deal of it is yet 
on hand ; we sell a piece or a few pieces once in a while, but not 
without long credit ; and thus it moves away gradually, without 
furnishing any considerable funds. Iron is the best article to 
raise money with, but this sells so low, owing^ to the quantity im- 
ported, that I have sold only about one half the two parcels. The 
consumption is very great, and in a little time must look up, — our 
hemp I have twined and am turning into cordage, instead of selling 
it, as I am told it may be bought at j^45. This is rating us near 
£60 ; this is aoing well, although the credit required absorbs time 
and puts in no immediate funds. The only way to make business 
profitable, is to possess capital sufficient to improve such advantages 
here, and to keep free of too great obligations in Europe, I am now 
loading the Minerva, Thomas Clement, with fish for Lisbon. She 
has about 1,500 quintals on board; her whole cargo is bought, 
and in stores alongside her. She waits only for weather to take 
it on board ; I suppose she will carry from 5 to 6,000 quintals. 
It will stand in, with all charges, about $4 per quintal, — this haa 
been purchased with cash down. As soon as the fishermen landed 
their fish, they came up and took their money. I am in hopes U 
will answer well in Lisbon, and that the ship will get a good 
freight for Petersburg ; how this will be, I cannot say ; if it will 
not sell in Lisbon for $5 or upwards, he will go on for a better 
market. But I have been thinking if h^ goes to Cadiz, or any 
port in Spain, and is obliged to remit the proceeds of his cargo 
to London at the existing exchange of 28d pps., it will destroy the 
profits of a good sale, and that, was he under no such obligation, 
he might invest the money in hides, soap, indigo, and other arti* 
cles suited to the French market, and meet you in Havre, and 
then be employed as you thought best. But I have written 
Messrs. Barings the proceeds of this cargo should be remitted 
them from Lisbon, and have drawn on them on account of it, 
;f5,000 sterling, which sold for 10 per cent, above par, and have 
ordered <£3,000 insurance on the cargo from this to Lisbon. Now 
you say, and I know it to be true, that merchants in Europe ex- 
pect a literal compliance with every thing promised them, and 
this will always cramp and perhaps defeat a good voyage, and 
cannot be avoided while we are under the obligation and weight 
of debt. Besides that it obliges, one to write for insurance, which 
perhaps may cost 12 guineas, as it did last year, when the same 
risk may be insured here by as good underwriters as London can 
boast of, at 3 per cent., or a little more for all risks. 

7^115 you see doing too much business destroys itself, and thai 
managing things perfectly unthin our own command, we can secure 
the (Advantages of business around us. As I shall expect you home in 
the Spring, when you will have arranged what is proper for our Russia 
importation next year, and provided for all the ships abroad, we can 
consider of these matters together, and place our business accordingly. 
I wish, however, immediately on reception of this, you would 
write Thomas Clement, to Dolomarius' care ; if he hears nothing 



27 

titom yoU) he will dispose of his cargo in the best manner he caiii 
and remit the proceeds to Messrs* Barings for our account^ 
and if he cannot get a freight direct fVom Kussia, he will take 
one for any other place, France in particular ; and you can send 
him or any other ship to Russia. 

I think it would be well to have two ships next year from Rus* 
eia, one for this port and one for New York, to have them early 
ahips by all means, and to bring principally hemp, tow, tallow 
particularly if the war lasts, and but little duck and linensi 
without the prices fall ; and whenever the other ships cannot be 
better employed, to return here with salt, which article will be in 
demand here next spring. After the Minerva sails, which will 
probably be in about thirty da3rs, I shall be rid of vessels till you 
send some home, and shall be employed in paying off at banks, 
&c. and in getting our new ropewalk ready for the spring. We 
have got one hundred feet up, another goes up next week, it is 
tme story high and twenty-four feet wide, and will be twelve hun- 
dred feet long, and will be capable of doing business in that line 
t)n a large scale. J. CODMAN. 

Extract ffm a Letter of J, Sf R. Codmati to Messrs, Hombergs of 

Havre. 

Boston, Jan. 1st, 1795. 
Messrs. V. Romberg & Romberg, freres. 

GENTLBMEN,-^nr R. Codman, now witb you, will make such 
Arrangements, respecting our commercial dependencies in France^ as 
renders any observataons thereon annecessary. 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

Wo. 47. 

JExtract from a Letter of /. 4* -R^ Codman to Messrs, Barings of 

London. 

Boston, Feb. 7th, 1795. 
Messrs. Barings & Go. 

Gentlemen, — We have letters from R. Codman, to 3d Nov. 
at Havre, where the Commerce and' Thetis had arrived. He 
proposed sending the former to you to lade tobacco for France^ and 
the latter to Lisbon^ for other goods for that market ; at this moment^ 
it appears that he has a great opportunity of effecting advantageous 
imsiness^ by remaining in France while the tear lasts^ and we doubt 
not he will improve it. Especially as our remittances from hence^ 
will have enabled him to pay your advances on account of our last 
year'a importations from Russia. 

We have now a great stock of Russia goods on hand, therefore, 
although he cannot well go too largely upon the articles of hemp 
and iron, even if he returns all our ships with these articles, (and 
tallow also, particularly if the war Insts) we hope he will send us 
yerj little canvass or linens, which absorb a large capital. You 
will please to communicate our ideas to him, if you have opportu- 
nity, and you will always find us as attentive as we have been to 
flilfil any engagements of his in the course of his transactions. 

J. & B. CODMAN. 
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No. 48. 

Ettracifrom n Letter of J. Codman to K. Codman^ in Pranci* 

Boston, 13th Feb. 1795. 

Dear Brothi£r, — Mj last advice from jou was at Harre, the 
3d Nov.— I am now about despatching the ship Minerva, after so 
long a time. Her detention has been owing to the weather. She 
has in 7,500 quintals beet merchantable cod fish. I have deter* 
mined to send her to Bordeaux ; she will sail in two days, and if 
the market does not answer there, she will go to St. Andero and 
Bilboa — ^I expect this cargo will do something handsome for us, 
if it arrives safe ; I have ordered Messrs. Barings to insure 
J^3,000 sterling upon it — If this reaches jfou in Haore^ perht^s it 
will be an object to go to Paris to dispose of his cargo to the eommis' 
sioners. He will write immediately on his arrival at Bordeaux. 

I think it is best now, as all our vessels are in Europe, to lay 
on our oars and return them all here, with hemp, iron, ^c. 
(tallow if the war lasts) from Russia, but little duck, perhaps, 3 
or 300 pieces in each — to send one to New York, and the rest 
here, without you choose to adventure on a shorter voyage in 
their way. 

I wish the Minerva had done this last voyage,— one or two 
might do this to advantage. You will undoubtedly think of M 
these things^ and if you engage spiritedly in them^ may conclude to 
stay one year more. I must in this case acquiesce. You will 
know better than I db, how we stand with Messrs. Barings. I 
drew nothing on the Commerce, Thetis, or Catherine's cargo* 
But on the Minerva's, or that is, since, I have drawn 5,000, 1,500, 
and £lfiOOf and shall be obliged perhaps to draw 2 or £SfiOO 
more. But then I have remitted (8,000 of bank stock to deduct 
from these, and these are all since the ships left Russia last sum- 
mer. I conceive we must stand handsomely with them^ and that 
our connection will be of mutual advantage. You should ask 
them to recommend our house to their India and China ac- 
quaintance. Mr. Russell has had a valuable consignment ftrom 
that quarter, and the property appearing as his, answered a good 
purpose to him and his friends. We may wish too to send a ship 
some day or other to India ; good letters in such a case are use- 
ful. J. CODMAN. 

l¥o. 49. 

Extract fr(m a Letter of J, Codman to R. Codman^ in France* 

Boston, 10th March, 1795. 
Dear Brother, — By the time this teaches, you will probably 
haoe got the ships back from London and Lisbon^ and be about send' 
ing some of them up the Bakic. You can judge better than I can 
haw it is best to employ them. You must have a good deal upon 
your hands just now, but I hope you will be successfitl in it, 
which is the reward of labor. It appears that your being an the 
spat is of essential service ; and whether you will not think proper 
to remain during the war, I eannot say. I would have you act 
your pleosttfe about it. If you can employ the ships advantageous-- 
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tf in bringing npftits to Fnmte^ ymr staff wiB beetme an o&feel, 
and one would flunk this might be done, under existing cireum- 
etancee^ J. GODMAN. 

No. SO. 

Letter from /. 4* -R* Codman to Me§ors, Barings of Londom^ on re* 
ceieing notice of the ({fair of the Thetis at Lisbon^ mentioned 
in a Utter from Edward Churchy published in several of the pam* 
phiete of WilUam Vans. 

Bo8TON» 90th April, 1706. 

Mebsrb. Babinos & Co.— Gentlemen : We confirm the within 
to be copies of our last respeotB, of let and 14th inBt., since which 
we have not had the pleasure of receiving any of your flivors. 
On the 16th instant, we drew on you at 60 days to order of our 
brother, William Codman, at New York, ;f 800 and ;^00, together 
with ;f 1,500 sterling, which we recommend to your. acceptance ; 
since which, we have received from Capt. Samuel Prince, of our 
ship Thetis, at Lisbon, a letter dated tnere 1st March, wherein 
he says, since writing you last, wherein I informed you that 
Messrs. Barings * had refused to answer my bills, and that in 
consequence of which 1 was detained in this port, I have called 
on Mr. Edward Church, of this place, to whom I made known 
my situation, who, from the knowledge and confidence he has in 
your house, has stepped forward and consented to take the busi- 
ness on himself to pay what of my bills may come back, and let 
me proceed. I am now ready for sea, and shall leave this day 
after tomorrow.* 

This letter he refers to, as having written us, we have not re- 
ceived, but the contents of this has alarmed us exceedingly^ as we 
know not how to account for it^ our R. Codman having written us 
that he had advised you of his credit in favor of Captain Prince, 
and requested you to confirm the same, by a letter directed to 
him at Lisbon. We forbear observing upon it, until we can have 
the satisfaction of a letter from you. In the mean time, it must 
check the operation of our concerns toward Europe from this quar- 
ter, and is peculiarly unfortunate, as at this moment are deposited 
in our bans for sale $200,000 of 6 per cent, stock, at 205. in the 
pound, which by purchasing and remitting you, to face bills we 
might draw to efieet the purchase, might be of mutual benefit to 
you and to us. We flatter ourselves this has arisen from some 
net of parliament, similar to what took place last year ; and have, 
therefore, written to our brother William to suspend the sale of 
our bills, if not too late ; and if so, to take them up, giving new 
bills; for account of our J. Codman. He advises us, under the 
12th of April, having drawn severe] small bills on you for our ac- 
count, which we pray you to honor. We have also written to 
Messrs. Moses Myers, of Norfolk, to whom we gave liberty to 
draw on you for our account, for the purchase of a tobacco car- 
go, to draw for account of J. Codman^ and not of J. S^R. Cod- 
man. Should this be the occasion, as we suspect, we presume 
you can safely pay our bills under protest, /or the honor of our J, 
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Codman^ We most earnestly recommend ova interest to that 
protecting care you have always shown it, assuring you that we 
are fully competent, and most heartily disposed to reimburse any 
sums you may come under engagements for us, and that we re^ 
main, &c. J« &. R. GODMAN. 

IVe. St. 

Extract from a Letter of J. 4^ JR. Codnum to Messrs. Barings of 

London, 

Boston, 9th May, 1795. 
Messrs. Barings 6c Co.-^Gentlemen : We confirm the forego^ 
ing copy of our last respects, since which Messrs* Dorhman 6i, Co« 
of Lisbon, have sent us copies of your letters to him of 16 and 27 
January ; and by letters from our R. Codman, this day received, 
dated 14 March last^ the circumstances which gave us so much 
concern respecting our affairs in Europe have been explained, and 
we doubt not your disposition to fulfil our wishes so far as is con- 
sistent with a due observance of the laws of your country. The 
London ships expected here will undoubtedly furnish us the 
pleasure of some letters from you ; we shall h<^ to hear the re- 
mittances our R. Codman has sent you viA Hamburg had reach- 
ed you in safety ; he torites us continually of his steady ol^ect in 
placing funds with you, as well to facilitate his European transac- 
tions as to protect any bills we may draw from this country. 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

No, S9. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to R. Codman, 

Boston, 2d July, 1795. 

pEAR Broth ER| — I received a few days ago letters from Messrs* 
Barings — their account, have not yet found time to examine it,— 
observe Voght had drawn about <£10,000, which I suppose was a 
cargo for the Bowdoin, which I have heard nothing of since she ar- 
rived in the Elbe; you will then have that cargo, Prince's cargo 
from Lisbon, about <£lO,000 first cost more, the Minerva's cargo, 
equally valuable, at Bordeaux, beeides the Commerce's cargo of 
tobacco, from London, and what I have, sent from Virginia by 
Hacket. All these toill furnish you heavy sums in France^ which if 
you can get well lodged in England, will terminate our concerns in that 
quarter for the present, and suffice to give our ships a return cargOi 
upon our own capital, — a desirable object. I am now anxious to 
hear what fate attended the cargo I shipped by the Minerva. 

Thomas Clement, in his last letters, was in doubt what to do. 
In Spain his fish would have remitted 305. to 365. sterling a quin* 
tal to London ; he was so near St. Andero, that I presume he 
went there, unless you found means to dispose of it to the Na- 
tional Convention, which I hope was the case. 

I expect the Catherine at New York from London ; if she will 
sell for $10,000 I shall sell her ; if not, employ her in the best 
manner I can on freight. My present plan is to halt were we 
are ; those of our ships that return before the fall to salU or 
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freight ; and when they are all returned, we shall have the prop- 
erty at command, so thiu after ifou haoe prwided for tohat are in 
Europe^ no new expedition from this side may detain you in Europe^ 
as I think your business' there wiU very soon draw to a pointy as the 
ships witt he coming this way. J. CODMAN. 

]Vo. S3. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Jt. Codman. 

Boston, 18th July, 1795. 
Dear Beother, — ^I think the consequence will be, after Peace, 
that American shipping will be in little demand, and that it will 
be prudent in us to sell ours as fast as we can. One with another, 
they will bring (10,000 each. If we could fortunately part with 
them, and after Peace get into a large run of Commission business^ 
we should find it managed with more e&se and satisfaction. It will 
be well to keep this in view, /or you to fix correspondents in Europe^ 
and for me to dispose of the shipping in this country, where the 
good freights going will stamp the best value upon the ships. / 
observe with great pleasure the observations you make respecting the 
caution you mean to observe as to risking property by any means^ the 
loss of which might sensibly ir^ure us. Qo on, ifpossible, on sure 
grounds. My letters never were intended to find fault with what 
was done, only to inform you for your choice and government, 
and in this way, let me say, insurances on any risks may be done 
here by safe underwriters for moderate premiums, so that if you 
think.it better to be done here, it is well you know that it can be 
done. We have considerable quantity of duck and some hemp 
on hand ; our cordage sells as fast as Rogers can make it at (12 ; 
the duck goes slowly; the country last year was overstocked 
with it. 

I wish you might get some insurance on our new Rope Manu- 
factory before you leave England. Myers has shipped by the 
Leonard, Capt. Hachet, 228 hogsheads tobacco on our account to 
Havre ; there are about 100 hogsheads more already paid for, 
besides a considerable balance in his hands in our favor. I am in 
hopes he will sell it again, and to a profit, which I have encour- 
aged, because I think it too high to ship. 

With respect to the Union stock, of which we have $25,000, 
viz. (8,000 in the name of Messrs. Barings, and the rest in our 
own, I could wish, if agreeable to those gentlemen, that the whole 
should stand in their name as collateral to any balance we may 
at any future time owe them, and that they furnish us a power, 
whereon to receive the dividend. You will observe I wrote them 
that if on the 1st October next they had not sold those $8,000, to 
re-transfer and send them back. I do not see, on the whole, any 
need of it, especially if such an arrangement takes effect. I pro- 
pose it, because we shall always want to stand strong and confi- 
dentially with our friends in London, let our business be that of 
navigation or commission ; and while you are' on the spot, which per-' 
haps will never happen again, is the time to effect it. 

J. CODMAN. 
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Eztrad from a Letter of J. ^ R, Codman to Messrs. Barings f 

LiOndonm 

Boston, 5th December, 1795. 
Messrs. Barings Sl Co. — We observe you were anxiouslj wait- 
ing letters from our R. Codman, and that your advances for our 
House were large. We do not know the particulars of tAe credits 
he has passed upon ffou, to produce this. We presumed^ as all our 
Russia ships toere disappointed of their cargoes, the case had been 
otherunse. But we presume ere this, he has been able to make you 
some satisfactory remittances, as he observed to us in his letter qfl6tk 
September, from Paris, he intended remitting you £5,000 fror^ the 
sale of a cargo of tobacco, Sfc. Our ship Commerce is now going 
to Charleston, S. Carolina, for a freight to Europe, on her way 
to Russia. We have written Messrs. Porter, Brown, Wilson &> 
Co., to ship a return cargo bj her, and to value on you fpr the 
cost, after informing you the amount thereof, in order for insur- 
ance. Yours, J. &. R. CODMAN. 

No. SS. 

Letter from John Codman to Richard Codman. 

BpsTON, 28th December, 1795. 
Mr. Richard Codman, 

Mt Dear Brother. — ^I hardly know what to begin to write 
you about. The Minerva, I suppose by this time is arrived at 
New York. She was spoke with on the coast by vessels who ar- 
rived here, I am determined to go myself there to meet her. Hemp 
will sell for $250 ton, and iron $100. I intend to sell the cargo, 
and return the ship to Europe, so as to go up the Baltic next 
seasob. As exchange on London is low, I intend to invest the 
cargo therein, and get a freight for the ship. 

The Commerce sailed eighteen days ago for Charleston, for an 
European freight, since which I have not heard of her ; and I 
know nothing of the Thetis, since she left Copenhagen. Inclosed 
are some patterns Clap has given me. I think some French 
goods would answer here, particularly, ribbons, black ribbons and 
cheap lutestrings ; in general they sell from 33^ to 50 per cent, 
on the special cost, and being bought with assignats* cannot fail 
to answer. I received some of these kind of goods from France, 
but without an invoice. I sold them for about $8000 ; what they 
cost I know not. I hope you will be able to return soon, and that 
your expectations will be realized. I should have done a hand- 
some year's work here, if the Minerva had gone to St. Andero 
with her cargo, instead of unloading at Bordeaux, and if the 
Empress of Kussia had been more civil to our expedition that 
way ; but I hope on the whole, that we shall have enough of this 
world's goods, and that we shall soon be with each other and en- 
joy them. I intend going in the next st^e to New York, and 

* French paper money. 
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promiie myielf pleasure from a visit to Williain, which I have 
loog promised him. I am in hopes too, to be of some service to 
iiim in business; he has already done very Well. We are all 
verj weUy and desire united love to jou. 

Yours very sincerely^ 

J. GODMAN. 

I registered the Commerce in mj own name, and wrote in mj 
individual capacity to Porter, Brown, Wilson, Sl Co. who, 
during all our disappoiotments last season, have never written 
me a line. 

Yon never wrote me whether Mr. Swan paid you $1000 on my 
account. I allowed it to him. 

I desired you to try to get of D. Parker, who owed Shaw and 
Randall, payment for ouf demand on them, which is about $4,000. 
You have never answered this Utter. 

1VO.S6. 

Extract from a Letter rfJokn Codaum to Richard Codman* 

Boston, April 4th, 1796. 

RiCBARn COQMAN, BSQ* 

Dear Brother, — ^Yesterday, Mr. Joshua Blake arrived here 
from France. Having received but one Utter from yon for these 
twelve monthspastt I expected by him an ^sUe ; instead of which I 
have only a line, advising your drcfis^ faTor of Davis, about $19,000, 
which had previously appeared and been accepted- He however, 
tells me, you had written me a long letter, and that the vessel, by 
which it was sent, was lost; and what diistresses me most of all 
is, he says after he left you, you was taken sick, and lay very 
unwell. I know not what to say, my dear brother, or whether 
expressing my feelings will not wound your sensibilities, which 
God forbid. I can only say, the absence of friends and connex- 
ions is of itself bad enough, but when a connexion is so near as 
ours, and where we have little use of the privilege of letters, it 
is painful in the extreme ; and as to benefit l^tng a recom- 
pense under such circumstances, the suspei^se and uncertainty 
attending destroys the olnect, if the same thing is ^ot accom- 
plished by other means. Had you been here, or had I known the 
exact state of our European concerns, we might have made any 
sum we pleased, and with much more satisfaction : instead of 
which, Messrs. Barings write «i€, we are very m^tch in arrears with 
them^and mention acceptances and payments, as alsoreceipts andexpen^ 
ditures that I know nothing about. I have lately remitted them about 
^,000 sterling, and have drawn only in favor of Amory, £1,870, 
(the last payment due L. S. Sl F.) for these twelve months past. 
Be persuaded this summer, before Ae faU approaches, to Uave Eu- 
rope, and come home. SUrely you can find some' trusty person to 
leave your d^ending concerns with. Perhaps I am too pressing 
under existing circumstances, but not knowing them, how can I 
judge ? How I long to jump on board m vessel, emd come to your as^ 
sistance myself! My fears, my anxieties, my affections, are all 
alive to hear from you. When you was abroad before, when op- 
5 
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portunities were mueh leu frequent, I uied to bear from you 
oftener ; and now it is much more important. I do not know 
if you ever received the patterns of lutestrings and ribbons 
I enclosed you ; if you have, aud will send me out Frencb goods 
well chosen, there is more money made by them, than by any 
trade I know of. The goods in?oiced by Mr. Bromfield, I re- 
ceived without Utter or observation. Ipreswne tbej we^e for ottr 
account. I sold them at three months, and interest after, for 
about $9,000, they cost 830,943 livres, including charges payable 
in marks bunco, 8,400 livres to a mark, which marks are equal 
to 185 livres, specie; of course they cost in specie livres 8,315, 
or Bterlinit £763, 25. G'd. Now if I am right, this is a handsome 

Erofit, and if some bad colors had not crept in, such as pink at 
igh advance and odd colors, they would have sold still better. 
Blacks are preferred, and come cheapest,- — ribbons, lutestrings, 
d&c. 6lc. I wish ail tour property in France was wound up wad 
sent me home in these articles. Pray did J. Swan ever pay you 
91,000 on my account ? I have asked this question so often^ lam 
almost ashamed. Randall ie in Bordeaux ; can you do any thing 
with him ? he owes his whole debt, which is about $4,000. I 
understand Daniel Parker owed Shaw, his partner, equally our 
debtor, and I wrote you to try to secure that ; perhaps mij^ letter 
never reached you. I know nothing of the Thetis ; the Commerce 
you have doubtless heard of in Europe, as she left Carolina last 
February ,with a freight of about £12,000 sterling. She will go on to 
Russia, and I hope the Thetis will go there too and b^ more suc- 
cessful ; but that cannot be expected, while you appear concerned 
and remain in Frances J. CODMAN. 

No. St. 

iFSrom John Codma^ to Ridhctrd Vodman. 

Lincoln, Sunday Evening, July 31, 1796. 
Mt Dear Brother : A vessel bound for Bordeaux is the op- 
portunity by which I intend this : we have for a long time. past 
had no direct opportunity for France, on account of assignats, 
mandates, aud other uncertain and difficult circumstances, whieh 
have attem^ed people's getting their property away from that 
country. Few vessels have been sent thither for a long time past. 
My last letter from you. was dated April 9th^ advising sundry drafts^ 
all of which have been presented^ accepted^ and paid ; which has 
occupied me, as you may suppose, very much, as I have drawn 
little or nothing on London to meet them. I have also paid 
Homberg's bills, and what of yours in their favor has appeared, 
which at present are only part of $8,500 you drew in their favor, 
unless you have received more property from them than the 
1,400 and odd pounds sterling, first received. Their draAs of 
yours in their favor amount to $1,000 more than they would have 
received, had the money been invested in 6 per cents, and sold to 
meet their drafts, which is what they desired I would conform to, 
before they settled with you. I suspect they are sharpers, and 
that they had some advice of the low price of 6 per cents here. 
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wUch you had not informatioii of. They sell from \7s»6d. to 
185. in the pound ; the latter price is what their's cost in the first 
instance. You observe to me you hcid remitted largely to Lort' 
don. I kapey then y Messrs- Barings* next letters will achnotbledge it; 
for their last, dated in April, advised they had received no remit" 
tanee from you, and this has prevented mu drawing on them, and 
obliged me to seUo^ our Union Bank Stock 5Ss, to 5Ss. 6d., which 
cost us 525., and on which we clear about i?l,000. I thought it 
best to have our capital in use, notwithstanding it divided 10 per 
cent, per annun on 485. I wrote you of a remittance I made last 
winter to London, of about «^8,000, by some provision cargoes 
ordered by Messrs. Barings for Jamaica, and have received since, 
a consignment from Jamaica of 100 and odd puncheons of rum, 
which has helped me greatly. I suppose the proceeds will be to 
be remitted to London, which I have no directions about as yet, 
and hope that 1 may hear from Messrs. Barings, so as to author^ 
ise me to draw on them for their nett proceeds. The Minerva's 
cargo of tobacco, I am in great hopes, will do well at Dunkirk or 
Rotterdam* though it cost high at Richmond. iShe. leA Virginia 
Capes the 27th of May, and will, I hope, late as she is, go to 
Russia for hemp and iron. I sold hemp yesterday for j^92, lOf. 
We have not more than 6 tona on hand, and about 20 tons of 
cocdHge. This latter moves slowly, because the high seamen's 
wages, and other expenses attending navigation, is so much be* 
yond the value of any improvenient which can.be found for ships, 
that people do not build or £t them out at present with any zeal 
at all. Iron ia worth 30 to 33 pounds per ton; so that if the 
Commerce brings hemp and iron, they will do. very well. But 
tallow is the dullest article, literally, that I know of. I have on 
hand all the Minerva brought from Cbpenbagen. The Thetis 
has been lying still at the wharf ever since she arrived^ which 
was in May last, — too late to send to Russia this year for hemp 
and iron; so that she has lost two years*, employ ; and what is 
aggravating is, that the stupid captain Prince put in, had tiie beHt 
opportunity possible at Lisbon « of employing her till the season 
would permit his taking a freight thence for Russia. With a 
steady, 6apable master, tliia ship might have earned a good deal 
of money. The Abigail I hear of, at the Cape of Good Hope« 
and there is no doubt she will ajTive at Batavia. If you have 
made no insurance upon her or her freight, I wish you to leave it 
to me, aa I can do it here for less than half the money it will cost 
in Europe. Pray was Willink right in charging us so large a 
eommiasion for insuring her freight, as he did, while it was so 
uncertain ? If the war lasts when that ship arrives in Holland, 
she would do well to go to Surinam for a freight, or purchase, of 
produce on our own account^ and atop in here from Surinam, to entef 
and clear again. You write me you long to wind up your afairs irft 
FVance, which I can well conceive you do ; but I suppose your pros^ 
pectt of doing it after Peace ta greater advantage, induces you #0 
hold on, I hardly know how to advise you, and sometimes think 
I may, and perhaps have, done more hurt than good, by doing so. 
Too must therefore be the best judge, from being dn tha spof. 
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All I can saj is, I long to see jou, ami to knowvntk ceriauUy whai 
we ha^e done together* which surely ought to be handsome, to pay 
for your toils and labors. 

Mj family are all here, and are all heakhy and well, which is 
a great blessing. The country is now beautiful ; th6 crops are 
abundant. There will be this fall a great surplusage of salt pro- 
visions for exportation, for which I hope we may have some 
orders. Oil may be had for about $90 per ton. I am afraid to 
load the Thetis for France, lest it may be difficult to get the pro- 
perty out. Samuel Prince is daily expected, by whom I expect 
information. Exchange par. With the warmest attachment, I 
remain Tour afiectionate brother, 

J. CODMAN. 

N0.S8. 

From John Codman to Richard Codman. 

BosTOBT^, 17th September, 1796. 
Mr Dear Broi»hu : This goes via Hamburg, per Mr. Hellot, 
of Rouen, a gentleman recommended to our civilities by Messrs. 
Le Couteux d^ Co. of that city. I am pleased with Mr. Hellot, 
being a sensible, agreeable man, and if you pass through Rouen, 
please call on him. It is a great while that I am without letters 
from ifcu. Unfortunately what you wrote me by Col. Hichbom 
has been carried into Halifax. He is here, and told me he could 
not protect the letters. I must entreat you to write me, under 
coyer to Messrs. Barings, yia London, tmd to write me regtUarfy^ 
and at least monthly. I should in this way regularly receive your 
letters, gimng\me a jowmat of i^oar proceedings ; it would be ofinez^ 
pressible satisfaetion to me. Nobody interrupts yessels but the 
English, and they are^ciril enough to let yessels from England go 
free ; therefore write me ria England, and I shall receive your 
letters. You may weU suppose I long to have tour affairs in Eu- 
rope wound up^ and 1 have no doubt you have an equal desire to 
efiect the same purpose. With this sentiment fully impressed, as 
it is on my mind, what can I urge but what would be improper ? 
I therefore forbear, in full confidence you will return as soon as 
you can. The Commerce htis not yet arrived from Russia, and 
I have no news yet of the Minerva's arrival in Europe. I have 
great expectations from her cargo of tobacco. I hope she will 
perform something clever this voyage. The Thetis is gone to 
Virginia for freight or purchase of tobacco, as circumstances pre- 
sent themselves. Hemp may be quoted from 80 to 90 dollars per 
ton, iron 1€0 dollars, cordage frem 15 to 16 dollars. We are out 
of hemp and cordage ; of course want the Comitierce. The first 
arrival this year from Russia, was S.Gorham's. He sold his 
hemp at once for 9d00 a ton, since which the many arrivals have 
lowered the price. I do not know what makes the Commerce so 
late a ship. 1 am expecting you to send me some French goods, 
ribbons, gloves, lutestrings, modes, dtc. dtc. Perfumery wouM 

* That is, to have certain aad aeewtiU meuuKU^ (wkieh Rieliard Codman 
bad not rendered,) of the ihipments to Fiance. Bee lobe^^oeni letieim. 
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do very well. If. you could buy such things with pap«rf you 
would do well to ffo larcely upon them. I expect a little sebooner 
of ours from the West Indies, that I intend to load witb taUow, 
tallow candles, and oil, and send to Havre, principally to carry 
letters to you, and to bring back such French goods as you may 
prepare. I look for her daily, and shall fit her away immediately. 
Our friends are all well, and unite in best regards, with your aif- 
fBctionate brother, J. CODMAN. 

No. 99. 

Exiractfrdm a Letter of J. ^ R, Codman to Messrs. Barings ^ Co. 

Boston, 4th No?ember, 1796. 
Messrs. Barings & Go. — ^The arrival of our R. Codman in 
England gave us great pleasure. He seemed to have come nearer 
borne, and we received from him so particular and satisfactory 
an account of himself and his business while he was in London^ 
tbat it dispelled for a while all misapprehensions. We teere the 
mare gratyted, as he showed us the means he had of paying you^ and 
that so ^eedily^ that we cannot doubt ere this but that your demand is 
entirely dissobfed. We shaU, however, with fiirther satisfaction^ 
hear this from you. J. & R. CODMAN. 

Wo. 60. 

From John Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, Uth Nov. 1796. 
Mt dsar Brother : By carefully looking over the enclosed 
cojiies of letters, wbich I have lately written to Messrs. Barings, 
you will have some correct idea of what I am engaged in at pre- 
sent. You will see I am preparing the Minerva for Batavia, and 
you may expect her to leave this, in fine order, in twenty days 
with about 950,000 in specie, to load her with sugar and coffee, 
and I think I shall order her from there to the T^xel, addressed 
to the order of our London friends. I do not think I shall alter 
from this determination, which will put half a commission at least, 
in their way, but as to insurance I can get it done here out and 
home at 9 per cent, against any possible risk whatever. When 
you receive this, you will doubtless have the Thetis at Dunkirk, 
ready for your orders. The ship is newly sheathed, and in good 
order. The captain is a single man and a good one, or I am 
much mistaken. If you have a mind to put $30,000 on board 
him and send him to Batavia for a load of sugar and coffee, you 
can do so ; but if not, you will put him in a way to earn some- 
thing, until the season will let him go to Russia and return here 
next ftdl, with 200 tons iron, 100 tons hemp, and about 1000 
pieces various sorts of duck, and a few sacks of feathers, which 

rij a great profit. What will become of the Abigail I know not. 
apprehend she will meet with capture. But if she does, I hope 
you will secure the freight ; and as Hammond must want to come 
home, you will 8i!irely send him to Russia, and let liitn return 
here with Rusna goods. AU I fear about the Abigail is on OC' 
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eouni of your siiuaHon;^ but it is well to look for the best. After 
the Minerva is gone, I shall hate nothing to do, but collect, pay 
ofT, and remit, ySr I am determined to engage in no new adventure 
whatever, I expect to be out of hemp before the Russia ships 
return next fall, as the Commerce brought but 80 tons ; but I will 
buy when I want. I enclose you Delatombe's bills for 111,000 
li?res on the Minbter of the MariAe, endorsed by Swan. If these 
bills win remit to London lOdL sterling the livre, they will produce 
^4,025. They cost me about j£3,9^ sterling for your govern- 
ment. If they are not paid, return them to me with protest, and 
I shall recover of Swan the prime sum with 10 per cent, damages. 
If you cannot obtain a protest in common form, get the American 
consul to certify the protest, as he is a notary of authority here. 
Pray, let me hear the fate of these bills soon. I send you the 
4th ; the 1st is gone to London, and 2d and 3d I have here. 

/ will not attempt to advice you any more concerning TOim £ii- 
ropean affairs. You' are a better judge, and all I can promise is, 
to manage as well as I can here. Still I please myself by expect- 
ing you in the spring. At all events write m^, and often too, via 
London. Letters are inestimable, I expect the Thetis' cargo of 
prime James River tobacco will sell for i^lOO. It must be scarce 
in Europe ; for the exportation is little from here, and the quan- 
tity extremely reduced by the culture of grain. I recollect only 
to add, that all our connexions are well, and unite in an expres- 
sion of affection to you. With your brother, 

J. CODMAN. 

No. ei. 

From John Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, 20th April, 1797. 

My dear BaoTHER, — I have before me your two letters, the 
19th November^ and 13th December, urAtcA are my last advices from 
you. I am hourly expecting important ones from you, as ac" 
county are in town to lOth March, and the affairs in Europe. make 
the present period a very interesting one. You observe you were 
amazed no insurance ^as done on the Abigail's freight. I could 
not get any done in this country ufhile you appeared by, the papers to 
be interested^ and was so long abroad,* Therefore I wrote you, that 
none was done, that you might act your pleasure, but I do nof 
know if it would signify any thing if insurance had been made, 
for I fear it will turn out that the. freight will l>e lost by barratry 
or misconduct of the captains, which all policies except, where 
the insured own the vessel. 

Hammond has avoided writinc me on that point himself, but 
Mr. Sutherland, a merchant in Jamaica, on whom he valued, 
says, ' from what I can learn from Captain Hammond, the Batavian 
company obliged him to sign bills of lading for the cargo as neu- 
tral property, which bill of lading he produced to Captain Agry, 

** The fear of Britith capture, in consequence of one of the part owners re* 
aiding in France, waa among tlie causes which led John Codman to dissolve 
tbs tSirtflef'ship. 
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the master of tlie letter of marque from Liverpool who took himi 
and I beliered mentioned to him that was a true bill of ladingf 
but that he would oot swear to it* The real papers of the cargo 
were stowed in the holdy and it is an unfortunate circumstance 
for you that Captain Hammond did not at once declare that the 
cargo was Dutch property, an4 the consequence would have been 
that your freight, dc^c. would have been paid you without the 
smallest trouble. The captors have libelled the ship, and I am 
convinced will use all possible means to condemn her. Our 
judge of the Court of vice Admiralty has hitherto made it a rule 
to condemn every thing that conies before him, but if it should 
be the fate of the Abigail, I think you may depend on her freightt 
dtc. being pcud on appealing to London, as Captain Hammond 
declared on his. arrival herci that the cargo was Dutch property! 
but that the vessel was American property, and that the Batavian 
company obliged him to sign the bill of lading, as neutral, and 
in fact would not allow him to proceed on his voyage until he 
complied with their wishes.' 

The date of this letter from Mr. Sutherlaqd was the 1st of l>er 
cember, since which I have heard nothing from him, but two 
days ago I received a short letter from Mr. Hammond, dated 
Kingston, Jamaica, the 4th of March, in which he says, * the 
Abigail's trial was brought forward yesterday, the ship clearedf 
but freight denied ; but when we get proofs from you, we are in 
hopes to have a rehearing on the business. The decision in 
regard to the freight is astonishing, not only to me but to every 
merchant whom I have heard say any thing concerning it J This 
is the whole letter, and all . I know about /it. . I have seat oat 
ample documents to prove that the ship was American property 
and of our knowledge of the voyage to Batavia, with copy of the 
contract with the I]^tch company ; — ^none however had arrived, 
though I sent by three opportunities, but as they have cleared 
the ship, they acknowledge her to be American property, and 
therefore all the proof on that point will be unnecessary. Ham* 
mond you see keeps the principle on which the freight was con* 
deniiied out of my sight, apd although he has written many times 
since his arrival in Jamaica, has never said a word about it. I 
think 1 may daily expect from Mr. Sutherland- a copy of the 
judge's decree.; by which I can judge about the future prospect : 
but I assure you at present 1 think it very slim indeed, for the 
laws of nations require fairness on the part of the neutral, and in 
particular no attempt to eover or screen the property of their 
enemies. All our chance will be that he was constrained to do 
this by the Batavian company, bat I believe he cannot be justified 
if he attempted to impose on the captain, who took him a false 
bill of lading. I cannot fully make up my mind about it,, until I 
see and hear him on the subject, so as to know the particulars ; 
but you will allow it is a devilish hard case upon us. Taking it 
for granted, when we stood on strong ground, our captain would 
never change it for the worse, I conceived by our treaty with 
England, and the respectability of our connexions iherCf that if 
she was taken by the English, we should finally obtain indemnity. 
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and if taken or iatemipted by the Freneh, it would be respected 
on account of Tessel and car^ being property of their allies. 
The most apprehended was the dangers of the seas and the ctr- 
ewHstance of yourself as often mentiomd to you^ which by the way 
I think much less of now, and therefore did not think the risk 
worth what the underwriters here thought it was, for large 
freights on neutral bottoms were a novelty to them, but I saw 
clearly whfle our captain conducted right, we did not run much 
more risk, whether she got to Holland safe or was captured by 
the English. I am told now if they had insured the property* the 
cargo being warranted Dutch, aud the ship American, they 
would not have been answerable for the loss of her freight, pro- 
vided it should turn out to be denied on. the principle of the 
captain's attempting to alter the appearance of the property, and 
if so, we are better off than to lose our premium, have a refer- 
ence, or dispute, and lose our ship and freight too. It is morti- 
fying, cruelly so, thus to be deprived of one's property by (as we 
l^ave reason to suspect at least^ the folly of our captain^ or by his 
too good natured complying disposition. I presume the charges 
in Jamaica and the wages which the ship is answerable for to 
the seamen wiU absorb the value of the ship. What Hammond 
intends doing with her he don't say, sp that if no redress is to be 
got at on appeal, it will prove to be a total loss. 

On reading this letter you will know all that I know on the 
business. You will observe that I do not know whether the 
judge's decree respecting the freight is an absolute one, or 
whether it is what is called an interlocutory one, t. e. denied for 
the present until more satisfaction can be had, neither do I 
know thi^t the denial, as Hammond calls it, was on the freight. 
I suspect and fear ; but I am in constant expectation of letters 
from Jamaica on the subject. Had captain Hammond conducted 
squarely, tliere would have been no difficulty, and it is very hard 
that what was forced on him by the Batavian company should 
have the same effect, especially as he declared before a notary 
pubUc on his arrival in Jamaica before the trial came on, what 
the true state of the case was. I do not know too, but what he 
told the captain of the letter of marque, before he arrived in 
Jamaica how the thing was; you see I have not heard from 
Hammond on this point at all, all I know of it is what Mr. Suth- 
erland wrote me under date of December 1st, two months before 
the trial came on. 

It appears that Hammond must have been stupid to the last 
degree, to have done all this without an indemnification from the 
Batavian company, because as he was by the charter party to be 
paid $80 per day demurrage, he might soon have brought them 
to his terms* As soon as I know any thing forther, I will write 
you, in the mean time it will be well to engage somebody to 
advocate as at the court of appeals. Justice ought to come to 
us, in that court, and our freight ought to be allowed us notwith- 
standing what has taken place ; but if it cannot be had of the 
English, we ought to sue the Dutch East India Com|>any for the 
damages occasioned by their obliging Hammond to conduct so. 
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In fine, perhaps letters from Jamaica, or Hammond's vindiea* 
lion of himself, may put the affair in a different light ; we must 
therefore wait, and the moment I get it, you shall know it. I 
wish you to interest our friends^ Messrs^ Barings, in the Imsiness 
for us, as you will do of course. It is a new thing ibr Americans 
to become carriers for the European nations. Perhaps you will 
find some way to recover our demands, which as it relates to us, 
is a just one, and is very important. For my own part I had 
flattered myself with having the ship home here, with the pro* 
ceeds of her freight in good Jamaica sugars, and rum, which 
would have paid up every debt the house owes in America now* 
It is true we have debts due to us, and stock on hand equal to 
all we owe here, or more, but every thing is dull, especially the 
collection of debts. J. CODMAN. 

IVo. 69. 

A Letter Jrom R. Codman to J. Codman. 

Paris, 6th July, 1707. 

Dear Brother,-^! have already sent you, by two different 
opportunities, the 2nd and 4th of De la Tombes bills on the 
murine, protested. I hope they have before this reached your 
hands, and that you will have recovered the amount of Swan. 
You have now enclosed the first of the same set with copy of 
protest, I also enclose you the third of Mr. Prevost's bill on his 
father*in-law, Mr. Burr of New-York, for 91)30(1, which sum I 
have supplied him with here for his expenses. He goes out in 
the vessel that this goes by, and will no doubt take care of it, if 
there should be any demur on the part of his father. 

You have also enclosed the 2nd of Hillars bills on Parsons, for 
•500, and $140, second of Phelps on Blake, for 91,000, the first 
of all which I hope are at hand. We have every prospect of 
peace with England, the negotiations go on at Lisle amicably, 
and it seems to be universally believed that peace is at hand. 
Unhappily at this moment there are great disputes between the 
two councils, (or rather council of five hundred and the direc- 
tory,) but I hope they will blow over without much noise. It has 
had a wonderful effect upon the public funds, which are now 
down to 18f. after having been at 33 and even :}5 ; — / held at one 
time 400,000f., as I wrote ; but when they rose to lOf. I thought 
it prudent to sell out at that rate, and I have now only 200,000. I 
have ordered a remittance to be made from Hamburg, of about 
J^18,000 sterling, to J. 6l F. Baring, &, Co. Then to balance all 
accounts with them, we shall owe about ^10,000, which I shall 
very soon wipe off. I beg you to have no concern about me^ I 
am acting prudently and advantageously; no American in 
France, and I may say in Europe, has preserved a better repu- 
tation. You see, notwithstanding I have received nothing from 
the Abigail as I expected, nor from the bills of Swan, and in fact 
nothing from the tobacco at Dunkirk, which is but about one- ' 
half sold at a long credit, that I shall manage so as to stand with- 
out a debt in Europe, and that very soon, with an unspotted 
6 
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ttaj here until that et ent arrif es* We are daily expecting our 
commissioners from America; they will no doubt he weU re- 
cei?ed ; and the general opinion is, that they will hn^ able to settle 
all matters amicably. Your bills to reimburse for those I drew 
in fa^or of House, will be paid in London, by Messrs. Barings ; 
they write me to [that] effect, as well as those Wilham will draw 
fW>m New- York. You have, no doubt, been advised by Messrs* 
Barings, that I had requested him to accept Porter's bills for the 
Thetis's cargo from Russia, and that I depended on you to make 
the insurance in Boston, which I hope you have done. 

R. CODMAN. 

IV0.6S. 

From Richard Codman to John Codman. 

26th September, 1797. 

Dear Brother : Not having time by this post, to write par- 
ticularly to Havre, I only enclose William his bill on Oliver S. 
Phelps for $16,000. Mr. Blake can tell you in what part of Con- 
necticut he lives. You wiU please to forward the enclosed letter 
with the bill, when you send it to be accepted. 

I am perfectly well. We have Just heard of Mr. Gerry's arri- 
val at Rotterdam. I am thankful for it ; he will have more weight 
with the Grovernment here than either of the others. Mr. Pinck- 
ney has not yet arrived from Amsterdam. All is perfectly quiet 
here ; not a drop of blood has been shed during the Ute move- 
ment : no appearance of peace with England, and I am afraid 
not with Austria. If the war should continue, the next campaign 
will be terrible, as the French are in immense force^ the best 
troops in the world, and headed by the best generals. 

Yours affectionately, R. CODMAN. 

IVo. 64. 

From J. Sf R. Codman to Mt$9r$^ R^^erg if Co. 

Boston, 26th Sept. 1797. 
MeiiTS. Ryberg & Co., Copenha^n, 

Gentlemen : We presume, long ere this, the goods left in your 
hands by Capt. Thomas Clement of our ship Minerva, have been 
sold and the same adjusted with our R. Codman at Paris ; but in 
order to settle our books relative to this transaction, and partic- 
ularly as the communication with Paris is rather uncertain, you 
will oblige us very much to order your clerks to transcribe for 
our government, abstracts of the whole of those accounts^ and 
forward us by some direct opportunity, excusing the trouble this 
will occasion you.* 

With much respect, we remain, Gentlemen, yours, 

J. & R. CODMAN. 

* J. C*f great uneaiinem at the want of accounts from R. C. now begin* 
to manifeit itielf by calls upon those with whom R. C. had dealt abroad, in 
behalf of the house at Boston, to render accounts directly to himself. 
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IVmi/. Sr A. CoimanioMr. F. Gffyn of Dtmlark. 

Boston, 20th Sept. 1797. 
Sir : We have received the account sales of the Minerva^s i^ar* 
go of tobacco, but we wish a copy of that by the Thetis, and also 
sales of the Catharine's cargo, and of your appropriaiion of the 

«oceeds trith Mr. Richard CMnum^ hy your general account current. 
e would thank you also for regular advices of your market, 
particularly for the sale of whale oil, spermaceti oil, tobacco, pot 
and pearl ashes &^c. &.c. for our future government. 

Respectfully yours, J. &;. R. CODMAN. 

Mr. F. Cofl^ Dunkirk. 

IVo. 66. 

From Richard Codman to John Codnum. 

Paris, 6th Oct. 1797. 
Dear Brother: I have this day drawn on you the following 
bills in favor of James Prince, at 60 days sight, which you wifl 
please to pay, 92,000 

2,000 
1,000 



$5,000 
Mr. Gerry arrived yesterday, and will be presented to Hn 
Talleyrand to-day with the other two gentlemen. 

Yours, R, CODMAN. 

IVo, 67. 

JVooi J(Ah Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, Nov. 6, 1797. 

Dear Brother : Enclosed is a protest for non-payment of 
J. y. Prevost*s bill on Aaron Burr for 91,000. That on Morris 
is also protested ; but not havine received the vouishers, cannot 
send you by this opportunity. I shall keep a look out for Pre- 
vost, if he arrives in this country ; have written Burr about it, 
and shall write Morris, which is all I can do about them at 
present 

The 94,000 you supposed you remitted me by the interest on 
Le Couteux's 6 per cent, stock, I have before written you, was 
received by Governeur Morris's power to Phynellis Sl Inglis of 
London. Since then two quarters have become due, and I have 
received 9708,16 for them. I have nothing particular to add, 
having received no letter from you for six months past; but to con- 
clude, with constant affection, yours, J. CODMAN. 

Ida not like directing to you as a French citizen. 

No. 08. 

From Richard Codman to John Codman. 

Paris, Nov. 11,1797. 
My dear Br^^er : I WTo|e you a few day^ ago by the Nymph, 
Copt. Williams, frdm Havrei and then infbrroed you of the \iu 
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cttiiiftance of the loss of certain biOs which I had sold Jame* 
Prince for $5,000, 5,000, 800, and 1,415, ,S sold De la Motte. — 
These four bills were dated 20th Oct., at 60 dajs sight. Prince 
writes me that the same post mj letters ought to have arrived, 
he received a letter from you, under blank covers I suppose that 
Mr. Whittemore, a young man who lives with me, in haste di- 
rected the letter to you, instead of James Prince, and that the 
bills will, in fact, go into your hands. If so, all will be well ; and 
the new ones that I haye given for the same sums, dated Nov. 3, 
will be paid. I have letters from London, mentioning the receipt 
of your remittances, in Swan's bills on Murdock lor upwards of 
^5,000, which was not accepted. Murdock has written to Dal- 
larde here, to know if he means to provide funds to take up the 
bills. I have seen Mr. Higginson, who says that Mr. Dallarde 
had received nothing on account of Swan, and that of course na 
steps will be taken to protect this signature. Tou may therefore 
count upon their going out protested ; and I should think it advisa- 
ble to take measures beforehand with Swan to obtain security. 

Our "public affairs here are in a very unpleasant situation in- 
deed. The Commissioners have not received any c6mmttnica<» 
tions from the Government, since they presented themselves be* 
fore the Minister of Foreign Relations. It is true that the Gov-* 
ernment have been very much occupied with the Peace with the 
Emperor, and are at this tnoment extremely busy in making their 
arrangements for the approaching Congress, to be held at Rastadt, 
for settling the Peace with the Germanic Body, and also in 
making preparation for carrying on a vigorous war against Eng-^ 
land ; but still this is no excuse for so long silence. The fact is, 
they think we have leaned too much to the side of England, and 
I believe now they mean to leave us neglected, and to treat our 
ministers with great coolness, and continue to take all vessels 
that have not the roU of Equipage, and condemn those that are 
already taken, for want of such papers. I am informed that they 
do not take any vessels that are what they call en regie, that is to 
say, that have the role of Equipage. In a few days 1 shall be able 
to write you something of more importance; things seem to be 
coming more to a point. I pray God that a war may be avoided. 
I do not think the plan of these people is to declare war. I be- 
lieve they would content themselves to ask certain points, and 
leave us either to accede to them, or to declare war, as we may 
see fit. I wrote you in my last, that I had made a remittance to 
Messrs. Barings ^400,000 litres, andthatlwas about making them 
-^another to an equcd amount ; this I hope to do soon.* I am now oc- 
cupied in putting my affairs in train to meet any event. Adieu, 
my dear brother, R- CODMANr 

]Vo. 69. 

From John Codman to Richca'd Codman. 

Boston, Nov. 17, 1707. 
Dear Brother : I have been so long without the great pleasure of 

* See Letters from John Codman, Nos. 80, 104, 105, and accoants of Baring 
& Co., by which it appears that no such remittances came to hand. 
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tetehing a tetter from yau^ that Ikme nothing to reply Uk I hope 
this will meet you in good health, and that affairs may have 
been in some measure prosperous with jou. / expect you have 
been disappninted in some of yovk expectations. This is common to 
all mercantile pursuits, but particularly in tiroes so peculiar as 
these. I hope^ however, tou i0t7/ content toursblf with what you 
have done, mdnotdo as />. Parker haSt always been in the pursuit of 
fortune* I hope to hear from you soon. This country is all expecta- 
tion and suspense concerning the reception and success of the 
American Commissioners gone to l^aris. I hope they will settle 
every thing between the two countries to mutual satisfaction.-— 
The commerce of this country has been greatly distressed by the 
captures made by the French, and which I think nothing can 
justify, as- the want of a role d'Equipage has oe?er occurred as 
necessary. I cannot conceive that condemnation of property can 
follow the want of this document, when every thing is ckar as to 
the property being American, unless it is wished to produce 
eternal ill will between the two countries, as such an act could 
never be forgotten. I am in some concern for the Minerva, on 
this account; but hope daily to hear our Commissioners have set- 
tled this matter with the others, and things are restored to a good 
understanding. / have just been reading over some of your old 
letters ; they are better thm none. I have written to Messrs. Bar- 
ings if the Minerva comes to Europe, to send her to Russia early 
in the spring. The Abigail, if nothing better offere, had better 
go to St. Ubes and return here with salt. I wish this ship was 
sold, as she will only create expenses. How does the affair of her 
freight go on ? You know she spent ;^,400 sterling in Jamaica, 
paying off the expense of the Batavian voyage. I shall not trouble 
you with details of business ; but / wish you to write brother Ste^ 
pheuy and send him an account sales of goods per the Betsey j from 
Hamburg to Havre, and account current thereof as well as what 
you paid for him, for bills drawn from Georgia, for property going 
to France, and which Messrs. Barings could not pay. I think you 
mentioned this last object was about ^,900. I have only to say^ 
I shaR be almost too happy to see you return in health, I have no 
doubt too J that on the whole tou have been successful ; but I am sure 
you have gone through enough to earn its emoymeni. Adieu. 

Yours, J. CODMAN. 

IVo. 70. 

Prom John Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, December 22d, 1797. 
Dear Brother, — I have not had the pleasure of a line from you 
since date of the l&th July, and that I keep in my pocket book by 
way of refreshment. This day I took out of the post office a letter 
which I knew by the handwriting was directed by Mr. Whitte- 
nriore. / thought 1 had got a prize in a letter from you. On open- 
ing it I found two letters from Mr. Phelps of Connecticut, and a 
bill drawn on him by Mr. Lee, payable in May next for $16,000, 
with a few lines merely heading it from Mr. Whittemore, as late 
as the 3d of October^ 
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Imagine^ far I will mi miUmf^ to desenhe m^ chagrin^ nmr witt 1 
mdoertupanit; was U any body !mi jfmif I should M^ I had offended 
you. TheiiiU on Morris tl^OOO is protested for non pajnient, 
and I believe never will be paid, those on Burr are also disgracedf 
and William says he fears will never be paid* This on Phelpe 
I cannot advise the fate of, but ike landed speeulaOoni in ikis 
country has at Hmes made some people think and ad as if they wen 
rich. Many^ too many of our wtost respectable men here and hare* 
abouts^ are about to acknowledge themsehes ruined thereby r and as 
their payments are now coming duCf I daily expect to be saluted with 
thenewsofthefailnreofsuch as would astonish you;* how it is 
with Phelps I do not know» will do the needful and advise you.—' 
I see by the papers, Coffyn in Dunkirk has been in difficultyf and 
I fear for the fate of tobacco in his hands. You astonish me in the 
I5th Jufyf when you said only half had been sold, and thai at a long 
credit, so that you had not touched any of this oahtabk property f 
which I had pleased myself had done wonderfkiUy weUi^^^pray let wu 
know how it is, I wish aJao Coffin to send nie » certificate of the 
landing of the 22 casks of peppers out of the Catherine in the 
winter 1794, J^5,l 14, for want of which I have never recovered 
the drawback. I saw some time ago, by the papers, the vessel 
the cotton was shipped by, the Elizabeth from Lisbon, was taken, 
and carried into France ; I wished to have known if you obtained 
her release,' or if this property is yet detained from us ; the swm ig 
an object, and you may well st^ppose the suspense gives me some antiety^ 
I have letters from Captain Loring of the Minerva of the 1st 
August ; the funds I sent oat will load her with coffee almost al« 
together. He will bring 500,000 lbs. which I calculate to - be 
worth in Europe ^£35,000. If he comes direct to Europe the 
funds will go to Messrsw Barings. If he comes here, I shall im- 
mediately ^ip it to them for the Thetis, and send the Minerva 
back. I have desired them to provide in Russia for one or other 
of these ships 100 to 120 tons of iron, 1000 pieces good Russia 
duck, 400 pieces ravens duck, 800 pieces of sheetings, and the 
residue good clean hemp, and so leave the insurance with me, as I 
saved a good deal here on the Thetis this season by insuring at 
home, premium 8 per cent, in England 15 all risks. I hope yoo 
will not counteract these orders, but let the ship come home a full 
ship. You did for the best, but it would have been better had the 
Thetis come home full of hemp last fall. I have requested that 
if the Abigail cannot be better employed, or cannot be sold, which 
I should prefer, to have her come home with salt from St. Ubes. 
The papers from Jamaica are all gone to London, the affair is 
much more distant from me than from you, the object is above 
<£d,000 sterling, and rests before the Lords of Appeal. I under* 
stand the amount is secured in Jamaica, so that if they reverse the 
decree of the lower court, the property may be recovered. I 
have written Messrs. Barings about it. If it is lost, it will be the 
fault of Hammond, notwithstanding all he says in excuse. I am 
provoked with him on account of it, as his freight was sure, arrive 

* Intended, probably . as an admonition to R. Codman, respecting his apecv* 
lations in Friin(!)s. 
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«db or not. The seas were all hA could apprefaend danger ttam% 
if he had conducted properlj. I hope it will turn out well on the 
trial, when I wieli you might be preaent. / am mfiraid the iai€ 
tvtnts in F\ranee wUl prolong your absenUy and render it difieuUfor 
you to urind i^ as soon as you iwtended, I am not so able to advise^ 
as you are to judge ; hut I kope^ as relates to property in the fimds^ 
whenever a bright turn to of airs shall arrive^ you will embrace thai 
moment to realize what tou possess in this Une^ and leave tour reai 
property and other concerns in the hands of some trusty person to 
manage^ and return to this country. It is highly important we 
should be together. 

I obeerve by Mr. Whittemore'e letter of 3d of October, in* 
closing Phelps'fl bill, that the first of the set had been sent via 
Havre, which is not at hand, expecting this I heme great hopes i^fa 
letter from you, 

No. 71. 

JFVom Rieheard Codman to John Codman. 

Paris, 18th Jan. 1798. 
Dear Brother: I have drawn on two bills, one for 91,000, in 
favor of Andrews &l Co., and one for $1,800 in favor of John 
Chipman. Both these bills are dated 16th Jan. and are at 60 
days. You will please to pay them. 

Yours, R. CODMAN. 

Wo. 7%. 

From John Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, February 29th, 1798. 
Dear Brother, — Mr. Woodward just informs me he is go^ 
ingfor Bordeaux ;* I do not know what prospect of speculation 
he has, he is clever as a man, and I wish him success, but I fear 
he has not a capital to stand any losses of consideration that 
might attend a failure in his attempts. Enclosed is a copy of Mr. 
Morris's letter to Willings and Francis, on the subject v of Le 
Couteuz lands, since which I have heard nothing from that quar- 
ter, except that old Morris is in jail for debt. The bill William 
M. Morris on his father for «f 1,103 55. cannot be paid of course, 
as neither are worth a farthing to^ my knowledge. Enclosed also 
is Phelps* answer to Lee's biH. When due this can only be 
regularly protested, which I have taken measures to have done. 
Prevost on Burr the two bills have neither been paid ; I believe 
they are both unable, all which pray let serve for your govern- 
ment, for you may depend upon it, few of our countrymen are 
now abroad that leave much property at home. Enough of this* 
The Minerva I expect hourly from the Cape of Good Hope ; she 
was carried in there on passage from Batavia, but I have not 
a doubt of her being released, in which case the Captain writes 
me he shall come directly home ; she has on board coffee alto- 
gether. I am insured the amount of the cargo out, including the 

* See Woodward^fl Depoeition, No. 100. 
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premium, so that the ship and outfits only are at risk, having 
made additional insurance since she got to the Cape, from thence 
to Europe, or home, so as to cover the money sent out. If she 
is sent to Europe from the Cape, the papers and documents I 
have sent to meet her there, will undoubtedly liberate her, in 
which case it may be well, as her carffo in Europe will be more 
valaable than here, especially the Dutch market, where her cargo 
is peculiarly wanted. The Thetis sailed from thence the 2nd of 
February, for Charleston and Europe, on her way to Russia. 
I instructed Crocker to do the business himself both in Carolina 
and in Russia, and have taken the ship here as f did the Minerva, 
wholly to my own account, because I did not think it prudent to 
hold any navigation in company with you while you resided ednvadf 
and which I hope you will confirm to me (your consent to) bj 
letter. 

Yesterday I accepted your bill to Andrews St Co., 60 days, 
2,000, dated 17 December. All your other bills, 
f2,000 to Hopkins, 
2,000 Prince, payable to Mackay, 

1,000 Brown, 

5,000 

800 Mackay, 

5,000 Fellowes, 

1,415 78cts. Sturgis, 

are under acceptance, and will be paid when due. You certainly 
know better than I do, your views in drawing these bills, — it is be* 
yond my conception, Mr. Cofiyn, has sent me accomnt sales bf all 
the cargoes sent there. The proceeds of which have been remitted 
you. There are unaccounted for there, 176 boxes soap, 7 casks 
indigo, 167 bundles leather and 5 trunks of leather, &c. ; all 
landed at Dunkirk. 

I WISH ALSO VEKT MUCH, ACCOUNT BALES OF CARGOES TO HaVRE, 

per 

Catherine, Coffin, 

Enterprise, St. Barbe, 

Thetis, Prince, 

Commerce, Lombard, from England, 

Thetis, Lisbon, 

Leonard, Hacket. 

Left at Bordeaux, Minerva, Clement, 

" Copenhagen, do do do 

Elizabeth, - - from Lisbon, — 

to make the proper entries in the books* You will oblige me very 
much if you can get me as regular accounts of these transactions as 
was received from Dunkirk. 

The last letter I receivedfrom you, was dated in September f — lAeii 
only a few lines, — since which you may well suppose the magnitude of 
the concerns and the unfortunate state of public affairs, have given 
me no small concern. 1 know however you will act prudently and 
wisely, and I see, which gives me great pleasure, you have done 
so. No one regrets more than I do the state of affairs between 



49 

Ibe two Qoontries ; it is a pity. If the enemies of both could be 
satisfied, events seemed to have concurred in their favor^ But I 
hope friendship will not be driven away by them, and that mu^ 
tual forbearance will produce mutual harmony between nations 
eo interested to preserve it* ■ These are the general sentiments of 
our country, however fools or rogues may give appearances to 
the contrary by, newspaper stuff. 

Uttk ad: I think when ytm left this^ymr cbsente would h^e been 
sv hng. It is'a great misfortune^ and on consideration^ you will see 
the embarrassment it frequently phMcef me tn. You will undoubted- 
ly do the best you can to bring us together-^of least let me hear 
eftenirfrom you. All your connexions are well, and desire loVe i 
and remembrance. I can only add that I am constantly yours, 

J. CODMAN. 

Wo. 73. 

Letter from /* Codman to A. Codmatu 

Boston, March 23d, 1798. 
1>BAR Brother,— I have found no opportunity before the pre* 
sent to hand you the enclosed. The next day after Mr. Wood- 
ward left us, the ]ktinerva arrived, and I have not been able to get 
you advice of it before. She is now nearly unloadedf and I have 
shipped about 17 tons coffee for Rotterdam, by the bearer, con^ 
•igned to Mr. T. Theo. Cremer, subject to- my future order.* I 
have not concluded what to do with the remainder, or with the 
ehip. Public affairs are so alarming I am afraid to put any thing 
more at eea, i shall however get the ship in order. If there was 
a prospect of this nation's settling matters With France, I would 
eend the Minerva back to Batavia, and ship the coffee on to Hol- 
land in other bottoms. I want your admce and assistance extremely^ 
If I do not send her back to Batavia^ I shall pat the cargo into 
her again, if I find there is any security in doing it, (and we may 
expect further news from Europe every day^ and send her to 
Holland. If I do this I shall send out. WiUiam TWor, Jr., a young 
gentleman tphg Hpes with me^ and he will come immediately toyouj as 
weUfor your assistance^ as to express to you my mind morefuuy ^kan 
I can write it. And above aU to help you in winding up xour af- 
fairs to return home* At present I am at a loss how to act with 
this valuable cargo. I do not intend selling any of it here at 
present. My intention is, if the conduct of the French cruisers 
will permit it to be sent safely with any suitable documents, to 
send it to market, and get the proceeds passed to mt credit, per a 
points that I may know the end of t7, and the value of ity—^for in 
general I have not been able to get such knowledge from the many 
cargoes I hatfe shipped^ which is far from being satisfactory. I can 
only console myse^ about them, that you hav^ the accounts, and have 
attended to thm, but it is too loose a way of doing business. Cof- 
fyrCs accounts' are aJl I have received. 

** J: Codman at this tinra was conteraplatinj; a Disaolution ; (Ste Wood- 
ward'» Deposition, No. 100,) and this was a atep towards it. 
7 
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The public mind h^re i» very mueb agitated in ragurd to oor 
(difference with France* It is difficult to keep people cool who 
have fufferedf and thig is too ino€h the case with man/. It is ten 
thousand pities these two nations shoidd feft o«t sOy— bat what 
Can we do if the Directory will not hear us 1 They do not treat 
us so politely as they did the English ; they heard them* 

Many supplies would go to France, which are wanted therOf 
but people will be afraid they would be seized if they got there. 
And in short, both countries injure themselves . by their disagree- 
ments, and persons very injurioui to both hahe taken p^ins to iiH 
crease the difficulties. I hope most truly that harmony will be 
restored and preserved between the two nations. There will be 
imprudencies of individuals, and especially of printers, which we 
cannot on either side restrain. The laws ought to be open to 
both sides, to redress injuries that come under their cognizance.^ 
In this criticctl state of things^ I shal] do the best I can, and re^ 
main always, yours, J. CODMAN. 

Wo. 74. 

FVam Kiekard Cddtmm to John Cadman* 

. Paris, 23rd Karch, 1798. 
Mt Dear Brother, — I have this day drawn on you in favor of 
Samuel Brown, 6,000, say six , thousand, — ^in favor of Nathaniel 
FelloM^es, 6,000, say six thousand, — making in all, 12,000^ at 60^ 
days sight. I am writing perticulaiiy by a gentleman who will 
leave tbi« soon for America, which will serve to explain lo jiifiM 
my reasons for drawing these sunw on you. 

Yours affectionately, R. CODMAN. 

mo. 7s. 

FVom Richard CbdnHtn to John Codman^ . 

Fari», lOth April, 1798. 
Mr Dear Brother,— The bearer of this is Mr. Gabriel Gov- 
vain, brother of the wife of Mr. Vans. He goes to Ametiea un- 
der the particular care of Mr. Higginson,for the purpose of push«^ 
ing himself in the world, as at the presentv moment there is little 
to be done for a young man hi France. I wish yoti to receive 
him as belonging to a family that has been extreiAeiy civil to me ^ 
and if you can advise him to any kind of employment that you may 
think worth his attention, his friends here Would esteem them- 
selves much obliged. 

I remain, dear brother, your^ affectionately, 

R. GODBtAN. 

Jfo. 76. 

TSrom Richard Codman to John Codman* 

Paris, 31st AfNril, 1798. 
Mt Dear Brother, — I have this moment the satisfaction to 
receive yours of the 29th February, and sftir much surprised to 
find that you receive so seldom letters from me» It is not for the 
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Wttnt of writiiig them. I wrote you in Sej^ember, October, and 
Novenber. Only that of September it eeeme you had received. 
t wrote you again in January a long letter, which I pray God 
may get to hand. It contained my ideas of public affairs here, 
and of our negotiations, which would have given you pleasure to 
have read, and perhaps been of service. Ipbeerve that you had 
accepted my bills in fovor of Mackay, Fellowes, which is well. I 
have since drawn on you, under the date of the ■■ ■ ■ in favor of 
Brown and Fellowes $6,000 each, and $2,000 in fttvor of An-^ 
^rews, nnder datcof ■■ and again, under this date, in favor of 
Joseph Blake, $499, Samuel Brown $3,^000, Nathaniel Fellowes, 
f8,000t— ^total, $0,40a 

All these bills, which amount to upwards of $30,000, it has 
been oatwement for me to draw Jor^ because I did not wish inH 
tnediately to dispose of ihr inscripHons r and it is impossible, 
eince the 18th of Fructidore, to diepose of reai esttde. I 'am 
liowever continually placing money in London, and you wiU find 
no difficulty doubtless in dmwingon London to reimburse you all 
my drafts* 

I iiave already written you that the letter you wrote me under 
date of the 21st October, aid not reach my hands until the begin* 
ning of Febniary> and then broke open in a shameful manner, 
«nd the bills taken put, so that I have of course not been able to 
comply with the wishes of Mr. Swan. I have however frequently 
aeen Mr. Dallerde, and by his desire I have requested Messrs. J. 
^ F. Barings d& Co. to draw on account of Dallarde, on Lubbert 
t& Dumas, the amount of Swan's bills. I have not yet heard 
from London in answer ; when I do I will inform you. If the 
bills should be returned you from London, it will be well to 
demand the reimbursement of Swan, as though no arrangement 
bad taken place between Dallarde and me, because I must hear 
t>f JSarings bills being accepted before the arrangement is com- 
plete ; and I have agreed with Dallarde that when this i» done, 
70U wjU refund whatever Swan may have paid you for them. 

With respect to our account with Messrs. Barings, we shall 
not be much in arrears. In your letter of the 2l8t October, you 
bad not beard of the remittances I bad made them through Ham- 
burg ; and t do not wonder that you were uneasy at the great 
balance that appeared due to them^ 

I remitted them about that time, about - - ^15|000 

You bave rjBinitted them, by the way of Bramen, 
freight per the Abigail, ^c. &c. as per your letters, - 7,000 

Swanks bills, which will be paid by their draAs on 
Hamburg, , 0,000 

I have lately remitted tbem, in good bills, - - 6,000 

The Batavian freight, if they recover, is, - - '7,000 

40,000 
1 shall soon be able to send them ;£l 0,000 more, so that I beg 

you not to be uneasy on this score. 

The bills on Phelps are in consequence of an arrangement 

mad6 b^ Lee with Phelps, respiting in^tiptiohd. Thfc inslsri^ 
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tions I furnished Lee with, to mttke good hig aonttstU w|ikb 
lunounted to $8,000, — ^so that kalf the bill on Phelps is for oar 
account, and half for Lee's, out of which he will pay you nm 
doubt his obligation here encased, it being for eash famished 
him.* He sailed from Bordeaux the 1st of April, so that he wiU 
be on the spot to explain to you the whole affair before the bill 
becomes due. I intend if 'poe«ible to write you a long letter, to 
go by Bromfield, on the situation of our affairs with France. If 
I should not, he can inform you precisely my sentiments* Mar^ 
shall and Pinckney have left Paris, — ^they think Mr^ Gerry doea 
wrong in staying behind, but I look upon it that he is a true 
patriot in so doing. If he had powers to act, I have no doubt ha 
will be able to obtain good ternM ; at any rate his slaying will 
prevent a mpture, unless the Government of the United Statea 
are determined upon it, which I rather think they are, judging 
from the President's last speech. If we should rash rashly into 
a war, we shall not lose less than $100,000,000; if we keep out 
of it, I am convinced that, by proper negotiation, and a small 
advance, we get all our accounts liquidated, and the whol« 
amount put upon this footing of a loan. That part of your letter 
which touches on the sentiooGients of our countrymeur has giveo 
me great pleasure. If they a^e general, there will be no. war, 
which God grant. Yours affectionately^ R. €ODMAN» 



No. 77. 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION. 

The public are hereby informed, that the copartnership of 
JOHN &; RICHARD CODMAN, which commenced on the 
1st day of May, 1791, is this day dissolved. 
. All persons indebted to them, are requested to make immedi-* 
ate payment to the subscriber, and those to whom they are 
indebted, are desired to apply to him, and receive their dues. 

JOHN CODMAN. 
Boston^ May 2df 1798. 

[The above advertisement is inserted in the Boston Centinel, 
of May 2d, May 9th and May 16th; and in RusseU's Commer* 
cial Gazette, Boston, May tikh, May I7th, and May 24th, 1798.] 

* ThRt 'i9j half the bill being fbr inM^iptiokt famiBbed bv me to Mr. Lee, i» 
for hi» account, for a matter between Aim and me* Tlie ouier lialf' is- fbr vnr 
account, viz. the account of 1. 4b R. Codmaik. 
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ExTBACTs from sundry letters, announcing the Disso^ 
lution of the Copartnership of John & Richard 
CoDMAN, or noticing the same as a fact already 
known. 

IVo. 78* 

B08TON9 May 1, 1706. 
To MeMiB. J. Sl F. BuringB Sl Co. 

• • Tou will please to notice, that the Copartnerihip of 
John 4& Richard Codman has expired, and that fnm this dajf 
the business will be transacted in my own name. ' 

J. CODMAN. 

]Va. 79. 

Boston, May 1, 1708* 
To Qoaveneur A Kemble. 

Gentlemen i 1 have to inibrm you that this day the Copart- 
nership of John 6l Richard Codman has expired, which wiU, in 
future, occasion my addressing you in my. individual capacity. 

• • * J. CODMAN. 

No. SO. 

Boston, May 81 1798. 
To AleJtftnder Baring, Eiq. 

• * * My partnership with Richard, commencing on the 
1st of May, 1791, 1 chose that time to put in execution what I 
conceived the present state of afikirs made necessary, and dis" 
sohed our partnership^ tl^ 1st insU It may be necessary for him 
to continue in Paris, even if things come to the worst extrenkity 
between the two countries, akd^ now he can do it withoiU it^ury to 
me, I shall consider my property too, much nHMre ^taSe from 
EngUsh captmrt; so that I believe, on the whole, it is best. / 
cannot conceive what has. become of the 400,000 Utfres he wrote me 
in November he had, and that he should soon make another remit' 
tance to J, 4* ^' Barings <^ Co., of equal amount* No such re- 
mittances had reached them tn March. I am too much in the dark 
about my European affairs,^ to conduct any business with spirit, 
even if public aiOTairs were more inviting. J. CODMAN. 

IfO. 81. 

Boston, May 17, 1798. . 
To Mefm. Barings. 

• • • rpj^^ j^Q former are copies of my correspondence of 
that date,, and the latter $i8th March, from the late House of John 
So Richard Codmbn, which I thought proper to dissolve on the 1st 
inst. The lotog absence of my brother in a country between 
whom and this, affairs are becoming very serious, has induced 

• See John Codman'a letter to Richard Codman, of 29th Feb., (No. 7S) 
cfnumeratinff the Cargoes lent to France, from which neither remittatioea nor 
AMottfiit had eoine. 
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Aim sieasttse 8fl«iie iHitcdi pmdenoe diaurtet. Aojr j-tniflttaeef 
|iOtt naj receive £foi9 hiv^i vajl go li <b« icrodit of th« late Hoose^ 
imd I sbsH be r^oiced to bo^ them amount to sufllcient to pay 
70U the balance due fh>m their account, which I ihall feel no lew 
responsible for or interested in than before* ^ * i^ 

J. CODMAN« 

Boston, Jtfajr 18, ItDS*^ 
To Me«n. Anderaoni Child St Co., JUverpool. 

Gentlemen: Con^rming fuU^ preceding copies of letters 
written jou bj mj late house, I have now to inform you that the 
Copartnership of John 6l Richard Codman expired and wa« 
dissolved the 1st inst. • • J. CODMAN. 



Wo. 83. 

BoeWN^ May 19. 179& 

To Mr- Everbafd Defiuji. 

* * Sinoe I saw yoU| to wit on the 1st inst., my partnership 
with my brother closed, and was publicly dissolved. I was in« 
duced to this measure for reasons peouliar to the present situa* 
tion of parties, t t # • • j. CODMAN. 

Jfo. 84. 

BoflTOfft June 2-, ITW. 

To 0. Nagle, 

« # • . • ]||y tR<other having been absent from tthis coimtry 
a long time, and principally in France, I was induced by that 
circumstance and thecritical situation of affairs between the two 
countries, to dissolve our partnership at its last anno^ termtihe 
1st ultimo, which occasi^Mistny single signature at this time. * * 

J. CODMAM. 

IVo. 8ff« 

Boston, June 31, 1798. 
To Junetf drown. 

Sib : After acknowledging the receipt of your favor of 6th inst. 
I must inform you that on account of my brother's absence from 
this country, our partnership was dissolved on the 1st ult. . * * 

J. CODMAN. 

IVo.86. 

Boston, 16th August, 1798. 
To. Fred. Delius.' 

• .^ • I have uever before advised you of the dissolution of 
the partnership of John &. Richard Codman on the Ist of May 
last. ♦ • * J. CODMAN. 
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Boston, Not. 28, 179& 
To Atkinson, Mure Sl Bogle* 

* * I have now to inform jou that* in conss<|ii6nce of tho> 
long residence of my brother in £urope» | thougbt proper to dis- 
solve ngr partnership with him on the 1st of Maj last. 

J. CODMAN. 

BosvoNy Dbc 19, I70a 
To Messrs. Wittirit & Jan Willink. 

GsifTLEMaN : It is a k>ng time that I hav« been deprived of 
Toar respeeted corresppmfonce. My copartnership with my 
brother closed the 1st of May last, since which time I have 
done business in my own name and for my own account. * * 

J. CODMAN. 

IXo. 89. 

Boston, Jan. 20, 1799. 
To Caspar Voght. 

Sir : I pray you to forward the enclosed, under cover, as di- 
rected. My brother has doabtless informed you cff the dissolution 
of our copartnership since the first of May last. I request you 
to take note of the same, and to forward me copies of all your 
transactions with the late house of JohflN& Richard Codman, as 
also of present, dependencies, if any, as some charges appear 
against you in their books for your drafts on London, which re* 
quire elucidation. * * J. CODMAN* 

Mo. 90. 

BoeTON, Jan. 20, 1799. 
To Messrs. ttncker dt Wortmann. - 

Obntlembn : My brother haS doubtless informed you of the 
dissolution of our copartnership on the ist of May last, which 
you will please to notice. • • • J» CODMAN. 

No. 91. 

Boston, June 15, 1799. 
To TumbuU, Forbes & Co. 

Gentlemi^n : The absence of my brother on the continent of 
Europe at this moment of the critical state of public affairs, in- 
duced me, on the Ist of May, 1796, to dissolve our copartnership ; 
and the same reason operates to incline me not to engage in more 
navigation than the employ of my own ships requires. * • • 

J. CODMAN. 

No. 93. 

Extract from a Letter of Messrs. Barings of London to J, Cod- 
man, ackniUdging notice of Dissolution. 

London, 20th July, 1798. 

• • • • • We have now to acknowledge receipt of your favor 
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dated 17th May, by which we observe that you have disaolyed 
your partnership with your brother Richard, (firom whom w^ 
have not heard lately,) and that bepceibrward you will carry cnh 
business in your own name an^ for yonr sole account, — of all 
which we 4iave taken note, as likewise of whajt you are pleased 
to say respecting your respnsibility to us for the pending bal- 
ance, and for the reimbursement of which^ you will have seen by 
our preceding, that we are looking to you, as it does not appear 
that any remittances are likely to come forward from your brother^ 
who particularly adverted some time ago to your cargo of Bata- 
vian coffee as our reimbursement We are therefore necessarily 
disappointed to find that you have stopt sending forward any 
more of it. n We flatter ourselves, however, that when you know 
the state of your account with us, you will take care to send for- 
ward remittances, if not in coffee, in some other way. • • ♦ » • 
We remain, truly, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN &. FRANCIS BARINGS & CO. 

No. 93. 

Extract from a Letter from Messrs. Ryberg 4* Co. to Mr. John Cod^ 
man^ acknowledging notice of the Dissolution. 

CopENHAOBN, th^ 7th Novemborf 179B. 
John Codman, Esq.? Boston. 

Sir,— !-We have been rery happy to be made acqiiainted with 
your friend, Mr. Geyer, who handed us your lines of introduction* 
That gentleman is now at Stockholm, from whence we suppose 
he will soon return to this place, and afler that proceed to Eng- 
land. 

Our letters to Messrs. John and Richard Codman, of the 19th 
of May, and 12th of June, contain ample information of every 
thing which relates to your consignment, by the Minerva. We 
observe from the contents of your favor of the ^ June, that that 
partnership has been dissolved^ on account of the present state of 
politics. We shall be very glad to carry on with your good-self 
a useful correspondence, which we are in hopes will be encour- 
aged by circumstances, for yre make no doubt but that all West 
India . productions will obtain high prices for this long while to 
come yet. 

We are in all commands respectfully. Sir, 

your most obedient servant, 
(Signed,) RYBERG & CO. 

lVo.94. 

Jfi\ Caspar Voght^s letter to Mr. John Codman^ acknowledging no^ 
tice of the Dissolution. 

Hamburg, 27th April, 17d9. 
Mr. John Codman, Boston. 

Sir,— I have before me your much esteemed favor of the 5!0th 
January, and, agreeable to your desire, I now hand you inclosed, 
with account current copies of all your accounts, sales, invoices. 
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neteisary to eheichtethe transacticm between me andyciar latepari^ 
nersMp with ytmr hndher^ from the year 1793 to the year 1797» 
which I hope wilt answer your purpose. 
I am yety respectfully, 

Sir, your most obedient serrant. 
By procuration of M. Caspar Voght, 

(Signed,) JOHN GEORGE BURMESTER. 

Wo. 95. 

Letter from Messrs. Rucker and Wortnumn to Mr. Richard Cod' 
man, acknowledging notice of the Dissolution. 

Hamburg, 6th I>ec«taiber, 1799. 
Mr. Richard Codman, Paris. 

Sir,— We addressed you in April last^ informing you that yoor 
brother, Mr. John Codman of Boston, had acquainted us with the 
dissolution of your partnership with Atm, and desired us to send him 
the account current of such transactions as we had with you. At 
the same time we begged to be infbrmed if you did consent to 
our accounting with Mr. John Codman for the balance that re» 
mains from you or your house of Messrs. J. Sl R. Codman's ac- 
count with us.* Not hanng received a reply from you to that 
letter, we must expect that it has not reached you, and we there- 
fore beg leave to renew our request. You will much oblige by 
an early reply. 

Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed,) RUCKER ^ WOBTMANN. 

JSo. 96. 

JLetierfrom V. Homberg^ and H4nnberg freru, ^ Co. to Mr. John 

Codman. 

Hatrb, 22d April, 1802. 

Mr. JoSN CoDltAN, BOATOd* 

Sir,— In reply to your much esteemed favor of the 15th Feb- 
ruary, it was by error that ours of the 26th October a: p: was 
addressed you, uiideryour old firm of John and Richard Codman. 
We were admed in time of fhe dissolution of thatfimuf 

Mr. Tupper*« affairs are now brought before the tribunal of 
commerce here.. We cannot say at what period a judgment will 
be pronounced thereon } and when and how we shall be reimbursed 
for the sum your brother^ Mr. Richard Codman^ owes us is very tm- 
certain. We should therefore be justified in keeping in our hands 
as security, |he seven cases of looking-glasses, which we hold 
from lum.| However, being unwilling to do any thing that could 
displease yon, or appear chicanery, we^ shall ship them off this 

* Rucker &, Wortmann having kept a separate account with Richard Cod* 
man, did not know whether they could aaiely pay over the balance to John 
Codman, without Richard Codman-a consent. 

t This wai the only house in France with which J. db R. Codman had cor- 
responded or dealt n>r many years preceding: the dissolutton. R. C. being 
himself in France, the correspondence of theTJouae was generally with him, 
and he transacted the business. 

\ This was part of the property assigned by Richard Codman to John Cod- 
man^ in their settlement of accounts at Pans. See No. 234. 
8 
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day or to-morrow, on board -the Nancy, Jolm Gi:omby, master, to 
yoar address ; and iacloaed you wUl find the Bill of Lading 
thereof. You have also herewith the note of our disbursem^to 
on the said seven cases, amounting to £S11, lls.^ which have 
carried to your debit We found Joined to your aforesaid favor our 
account current with you, balanced in our favor with 9283 30 eta. 
To which we add our disbursements on said 
7 cases looking-glasses, at the exchange of 
5f. 5cts. per dollar, is - - - - 59 34 

9342 64 

Which sum of $343 64 ots. we have this day drawn on you, to 
our order nt thirty days sight, and balanced your accawU aoeord* 
ingly, nai doubting hut Ms our drqf^ will meet due hoiwr,^ 

The account of the goods we received per the Betsey, Captain 
Fletcher, was settled between Mr. R.Codroan, and our late broth- 
er. We have in vain searched over all his papers, and never 
found any token thereof, — ^it is therefore impossible for us to send 
you the original, as it was not passed to our hands here. 

Corn and flour, ^c. d&c. 

We salute you kindly, and remain very truly, Sir, your most 
humble and devoted servants, 

(Signed,) v. HOMB£RGr& HOMBERG, /reres A. CO. 

IVo. 97. 

Letter from Sir, Gs&rge Worimann to Mr, John Cdduum, 

Hamburgh, 28th June, 1805. 
Mr. John Codman, in Boston. 

SiR,>^My former paTtne^hip of Rucker and Wbrtmnan ha<f 
the pleasure to write you the %th of April, 1799, for to ac« 
knowledge the receipt of your circular of the 20th January, con* 
ceming the dissolution of your partnership' with yoiir htolhei*, 
Mi^. Richard Codmaft, and to tranermit you, in conlbrmirf to 
your desire, the abstract of your House's transactii^ns with us, hf 
which there appeared a small balance of 4M 8 Bm;, say fbur hun- 
dred sixty-six marks eight shillings Hambutgh bank money itt 
your ftivor. We have since been itaitfng for your and your good 
brother's joint disposal thereof; btrt as neither you nor him hstre 
wrote us a single line, and that my house htts ei](bally beett d&s* 
solved five years ago, at)d even my forMer partner, Mr. Roeker» 
deceased, I cannot help' to wish you and your brothet* woidd 
let me know per first occasion, wherete^ I have to pay the said 
sum, in order to be enabled of Squaring the account and closilfe^lf 
the society's books. I request therefore, the Hsvor of complying 
with my wishes, and remain, with sincere regard. 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 
.(Signed,) GEORGE WQRTMANN. 

* Thii letter, written after Richard Codman^s failure, ahows that the Hom- 
berga knew that John Codman was perfectly good, and also that be was noire- 
gpmifiblefor RUkard Codman* 9 ddfU, ariiing out of tramttcttonn in Ma own 
name ana for hia own account. 
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Imj^erftct Letter from JR. C to J. C, no ^hdet which notices dissolutio/lL 

* • t li^iurd from, I aUppoBe she baa gone on to Russia, agrees 
able to joiur ordais, and which you no doubl communicate to 
MessrA. Bat ings. If the wax is a? qiikd, as I hope, 1 intend clos* 
ing all my affairs here, and so see you in the spring* I shall write 
imniediatQljr to If esars. Barings, for their aocount current. They 
have not given us credit for ^^i^^OOO, which regards a transac- 
tion with Mr* Pajdker, we shall then owe thein about ^30,000. I 
waa in hopes that you would have shipped some of the coffee to 
Europq, it would haveiirought a great price any where. I will 
sell off what property Ihaoe here as soon as possible ; it will more 
than pay Messrs. Barings. I have no accounts from Copenha- 
.gen, of the sale of the seventeen tons of coffee, no doubt it sold 
well, the proceeds you have ordered to London. I hope you have 
recovered of Swan the amount of the protested bills, — Messrs. 
Barings sent them out. to you with protest. ' Mr. Dallarde would 
have paid them in Hamburgh, had it not been for the failure of 
Lubbert and Dumas. I have no news from England of the Abi- 
gail's freight, I hope that may be recovered, it is a very consider- 
able o()ject. I observe thai you had dissolved our partnership ; I 
think the step in the present situation of affairs very prudent. — 
Tobacco, sugar, coffee, cotton, &c. &c. are very high all x>ver 
Europe, if you can make Some expedition in these articles, which you 
may think safe ^ J think it will be well; if you wcmt funds and draw 
on Hamburg or London^ I will take care of the bills, if you will give 
me advice of them,* ,^ 

Present my kind love and regards Xo Mrs. Codmao, and all the 
fhinily. 

I am, with the utmost affection, dear brother, yours, 

R. CODMAN. 

TXo.99. 

joieFH kvmbWs AprinAviT. 

l»:tsMM0iQATo]fL%9B proposed to, JoB^vu Ruaasu^. E^a., in behftff qf 
the Heirstf John QouMjkN. 

1. Were you, or were you not, in Paris during the year 1798, 
and the beginning of the year 17997 

2. Were you or not, personally acquainted there, during that 
period, . with the late Richard Codm^n, and also with William 
Vans, or either, of them t 

3. Didy4>u, or did you not learn during that period, that the 
copartnership which had subsisted between said Richard Codman 
and bis brother, the late John Codman, of Boston, was dissolved? 

4. Do you, or do you not, know whether said Richard Cod- 
man, after said dissolution, transacted mercantile or other busi- 

* The misMng date of this letter 'a fixed to hive b^A in the month of Sep- 
tember, by John Codmaa^s answer U> this )sst ientenes j A^ Ne. }10. 
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ness, on his own account 1-^If yea^ pleafe itate your means o( 
knowledge. 

5. Were jou, or not, during that period, in the habit of see- 
ing the Columbian Gentinel, or the Boston Gazette 1 and were, 
or were not Americans then residing in Paris generally in the 
habit of seeing the Boston newspapers, and what facilities had they 
for seeing them 1 

6. Was, or was not Richard Codman at that time, to wh, a^ 
ter the dissolution was known, reputed to be a man of property, 
and in good credit at Paris 1 W. H. GARDINER, 

rffMrnudfar Uu knifM of John Codmtm, 

I, Joseph Russell, of Boston, in the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, now temporarily residing in the city^f Washington, tes- 
tify and say, in answer to the annexed interrogatories : — ^to the 
first, I answer, that I resided in Paris during the year 1796, and 
until the first of May 17d9. 

To the second, I answer, that during that period 1 was intimate-^ 
ly acquainted with the late Richard Cqdman, and was also per- 
sonally acquainted with Mr. William Vans, and know that those 
gentlemen were well acquainted with each other. 

To the third, I answer, that during that period I did learn that 
the copartnership between said Richard Codman and his brother ^ tie 
late John Codman, was dissolved.^ 

To the fourth, I answer, that I do know that the said Richard 
Codman, after said dissolution, did transact business in his own 
name, and that in the spring of 1799, a cargo of brandy was ship- 
ped at Bordeaux, in which he was interested, in his own name, 
and his part was consigned to me for sale, on his account. 

To the fiAh, I answer, that during that period I often saw the 
Boston newspapers, and presume that the Americans who were 
then in Paris, saw them through the means of the American Min- 
ister and Consul residing in that city.f We were all anxious to 
see those papers in consequence of the expectation of war between 
France and the United States. 

To the sixth, I answer, that during the whole period of my res- 
idence in France, Mr. Richard Codman was reputed to be a uAbld 
of prof^rty, and was in good credit in Paris,— it was understood 
that he was the owner of a large real estate in France, and had a 
considerable amount invested in the French funds. 

JOSEPH RUSSELL. 

DiBtrict of Colambia, County of Washington, to wit : 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, a Justice of the 
Peace, in, and for the said county, Joseph Russell, within nam* 
ed, and made oath in due form of law, that the within paper by 
him signed, contains his true answer to the interrogatories pro- 
pounded to him, on the first page of this sheet ; that the said an- 

* Joseph Woodward *B Deposition shown that he convened with Mr. Rob- 
sell about it at Paris^ in the nmmer of 1796. 

t Mr. Vans, in his pamphlets, says that he himself wmb American Consul. 
Of coarse he taw iikO0e newsfMipen. 
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8wen were by him redueed to writing, cuid I oertify that thejr 
were signed in my presence. D. A^ HALL, •/! P. 

I certify that the foregoing affidavit, with the above certificate 
endorsed thereon, was handed to me by D. A, Hall, Esq. J. P., 
whose name is affixed to the certificate, on the Gth or seventh day 
of January last, and that Mr. Joseph Russell informed me the 
same day, that he had just made his affidavit before said Hall. I 
transmitted it by the mail to W» H. Gardiner, Esq., Boston. 

February 12th, 18d5. PELEG SPRAG€E. 

No. lOO. 

DEPOSITION OF MR. J09CPB WOODWARD. 

I, Joseph Woodward, of Boston, in the county of Suffblk, and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Esquire, aged seventy*five years 
and upwardfl, do on oath depose and say, in answer to interroga- 
tories, as follows : 

Interrogatories proposed by William H. Oardiner, tleq., coun* 
sel for Stephen Codman, executor of the last will and testament 
of John Codman, and of Charles Ruseell Codman, and others, 
the children and heirs of said John Codman. 

fHrst IrUerrogatwff. Have you ever been in France ? if yea, 
in what year was it ? 

Answer, I was in France in the years 1776, and 1798. 

Second tnterrogaiory. About what time in the year 1798, did 
you leave Boston on your voyage to France ? 

Answer, I lefl Bt)ston in March, 1798, and arrived in France 
in May, of the same year. 

Thirid Interrogatory. About what time did yod leave France 
to return to Boston ; and about what time did you reach home ? 

Answer, I left France, I think it was about the latter part of 
August, but I don't recollect so particularly, and I reached home 
in the month of October of the same year 179S. 

JP^mtrth Interrogatory, Were you in Paris during your stay in 
France? if yea, about how long. 

Answer. I was in Paris most of the time. I arrived at Bor- 
deaux, went f>om Bordeaux to Nantes, and from thence to Paris. 
I was in Paris three fourths of the time. 

Fifth Interrogatory, While in Paris in 1798, did you see any 
newspaper, containing a public notice of the dissolution of John 
and Richard Codman T If yea, what newspapeir was it! a Bos- 
ton or a French newspaper T 

Answer, I saw a newspaper in Paris containing such notice in 
the year 1798. I think it was in the latter end of May. The 
newspaper was the Boston Centinet. I saw it in the month of 
May, but am not certain what part of the month. 

Sixth Interrogatory, Can you nov/ recollect any thing else, 
that ytiu saw in the same Centinel or other Boston newspapers, 
at Paris, about the same time ? 

Answer^ I saw two things that always, stuck by me, * Adams 



^md Liberty,-* Bud *liml Cohimbia,' tw»glorioiur«otigi, espteflrifw 
of our feelkiji^fl at that day.* 

Sevmih Aiarrogeiaty. 9o jmi or .A^, rMnenber vMii^ in the 
Boston DAwtpaper ^t Paris, mod *mU «r about the safaetkne, m» 
aosvrer irom Pvesideal Adain8» to mi addresaofthe young mao 
of Boeton, begiBnuig<---^At p tperiod when a powevlbl and peifi* 
diouf nation* aspiring to the domination ^f.^he world, annuls io 
the career of bet pride all bonds of national anuty, when the most 
conciiitting meosurea which the pacific dispoaitkitt of our geNrem^ 
ment has adopted* have been repelled with indignity, sUence would 
become cowardicej and NEuraALiTT tieason.f 

[This interrogatory is objected to by Mr. Child, counsel for 
William Tans.] 

Amwer, Oh yes, I remen^ber if well, I Mt it in eveiy vein, I 
wanted to be here to h^. them ; theoceaaonwhy I exptesa anyself 
strongly is, that there were only two or three of us Ameiican* 
there, who could converse together, the rest of. the Ameiicaaa 
beinff on the other side. 

JESffhih Interroeaiorf. Was, or was not the (act of the dissola- 
tion of John andRiehafd Codman generally known at Paris at 
that time, among those Americans, and mercjhants, whom you 
saw and conversed with ? i 

Answer, Oh yes, they saw it in the ptfper^ and knew it. I men- 
tioned it to Etrme. There were very few of them, that I saw ^ 
converse with. 

Ninth JhterrognOary, Did you per9onaUy know William Yans, 
and did you see him in Paris while you were there? 

Anneer.^ I knew him in Boston, before he went there. I sam 
Mm in Paris two or three times^ at the Coffee House, I belie.ve* 

Tenth Inierrogaiary. Did you pereonally know Biehard Cod* 
man, and did you see him in Paris 1 

Answer. Oh yes, sir, I remember him before he went firono 
here, when he was a yottng man. I had particular letters to him 
from John Codman ; I was at his house ^ye de^ys out of si;c, 
whilst in Parisr some part of the day« When I was about to em- 
bark, Mr. John Codman called on me, with a letter to his brother 
Riehard, infarmng him thai he had concluded to dissolve the copart" 
nershig^ which he requested me to deliver with my awn hamjlf which J 
did. 

Eleventh hfierrogatorf. Had you also a particular |etter of in-* 
troductioR from John Codman to Richard Codman, or not ? 

Answer. I had. Mr. John Codmcm said to me, * you know 
my Brother Richard.' I replied, * perliaps he has forgotten me.' 
He said that he would give me a letter. 

Twelfth Interrogatory, On your return to the United States, 
did you bring any letter from Richard Codman to John Codman 7 

Answer, Yes, sir, and delivered it with my own handj agreeably 
to the request of Richard. 

* One of these wanga ia in a nQmbcnr of tlie G^ntinel which coataiped the no- 
tice of Dissolution ; and the other appeaped a few days aSieTf and was proliablj 
in the same Ji/s of papers which Mr. Woodward qaw at Paris. 

( This is slso^in s paper which contained thd n6tie^. 
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TkirUmih iUerrogoli^. Hm? e j«« wnj neAnt of ix»g «x- 
iictlj the date at which you left Paris on jour return ? 

An3wer. I doti*t ihi&k i haye m to the ♦XMt doj. It was a 
great while ago, and I hare Hot had ocoasiott to b^ paftieular am 
to the date. 

Fmriieiah hUertegaimj^ Can 700 reoelkec %ith any oeroiitt^ 
ty whether it wa9 the latter part df Augyat, or the ear^ pArt of 
September. [Objected to bj Mr. Child, counsel for Mr. Vans.] 

Answer, I left Paris, and went doitn to Nantes, and embark- 
ed there. I think I left Paris itt the early part of August, and 
embarked in the latter part, that is as near as I can recollect now. 

FifttetUh Inierrogaiory. Have you OTer seen the Boston new»- 
papers of the same dates, which you saw in Paris, from that time 
to this, so far as you can recollect T 

Answer. I don't recollect any thing about iu I may have seen 
them twenty times, but I do uafi recollect. 

[Cross'tnimrrQgatariesfroposed by t>ATiD Las Gbild, fisq*, Ckmnsd 
far Ww^ Vmn$.\ 

Firit Cress hiem^atary. How many Boston pnpers did you 
see at Paris* at the tiaae yon have inentioaed 1 

Answer, I am not able to siiy. I remember that a'vesael ar- 
rived after a rerj short passifge, I don*t reooUect feeing more 
than two or thr<ie ; there might have been more in Fraaoe. 

Second Cross Jnierrogaiifrp. Wbnt was the HBsme of the ves<' 
ael, and what were the namea of the poperst . How many dHys 
was the vessel in making her passage I . 

Answer, I don't recollect the name of the vessel ; I don't know 
that I ever knew. JreedUeei seeing ike CenHndt because tkai was 
a paper which 1 1^ cdways iakem I don'ft recollect Whether tho 
other papers were different onesi or two or three numbers of the 
CentineL I o%n't say decidiedly hoir many days the vessel was 
in making the passage, it was between twenty and thirty days ; 
it was but little over twenty days, come to thinks It waa oonaid- 
ered a remarlcably fine passage. 

. Third Crass Inierregaiarp. What jvaa'the name <if the Cap- 
tadn of the vessel, and of what nation was ahe 1 

Answer, I do not recollect the name of the Captain, nor with 
certainty the port from which she oame« It was froai Boston, or 
New York. I tbink fti>m Boston. It was an Americaii vessel I 
presume. I don't kkiow the faet^ it was so nadorstood« 

JPoarM Crpis Inlerragat&ry, Did you see at Paris several num 
bers of the Centinel, or only one 1 

Answer. I can't tell, / raiher think I saw several if them* 

FSfth Cross Interrogatory, Have you seen the Centinel whieh 
contained the notice of dissolution, since you saw it at Paris« 

Answer, I answered that question just now, I doif*t recollect 
that I have ; it is very probable that I may have seen it. I do not 
remember in particular about it. 
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IXxii Creu InUrragatary, What did yov go to France for in 
1776.» 

Answer. I went upon business of ray own. I liad a large de* 
ttiand there, and I went to see if I could recover it« 

SevMth Cross Interrogatory. Hpw old was jou then 1 (The 
Magistrate in propounding this question for the purpose of filing 
the attention of the witness to the time, read 'in J 776/ instead dt 
• then.'] 

Answer* I was about 17. I was 17 in the fall of 1776. 

Eighth Cross Interrogatory, ^ Where is there a record of your 
birth. 

Answer. I donH know as there is apj. I was born in Hing' 
ham, in the old colony. 

The witness after answering the last question, in conversation 
with the magistrate, who acts as amanuensis, mak^ the following 
remark, ' I remember one thing, I was christened in Hingham, 
General Lincoln told me he saw me christened.* [Mr. Child 
claima that this should be made part of the deposition, Mr. Gardi* 
ner objecting, it is put down thus,-^e bene.] 

Ninth Cross Interrogatory. What other piece did you read in 
the Centinel or other American papers at Paris at the time you 
saw the pieces yon have tiamed ? 

Answer* I don't remember. I did'nt tax my memory. I no- 
ticed those tbings which particularly interested me, the songs, — 
it was mentioned that some armed vessels were building. 

Tenth Cross Interrogatory. What was the name of the vessel 
in which you went to Bordeaux, and of her captain, and how ma- 
ny days was she in making the passage 1 

Answer. I don't recollect the vessel's name, she belonged to 
Samuel Parkman. I can't get the captain's name, he belonged 
io Beverly. I have been at his house since 1 returned. He had 
a long passage, something like fifty-ftve or si^ty days, I think. 

Eleventh Cross Interrogatory. Can yoii not tell the name of 
any other paper, which you saw in Paris at that time ? 

Answer. No ; I don't think 1 can. 

Twelfth Cross Interrogatory. To what merchants or other per- 
sons in Paris did you name the fact, that John and Richard Cod- 
man had dissolved their partnership ? 

Answer. I had no acquaintance with any body besides Mr. 
Putnam of this town. My business lay with him. I did also see 
Mr. Joseph Russell of this place, we conversed about it. 

Thirteenth Cross Interrogatory. At what time did you converse 
with said Putnam, and said RusseH about it ? 

Answer. Whilst I was there, every day or two, between the 
first of June, and the first of Angtist. 

Fourteenth Cross Interrogatory. At what Coffee House in Par- 
is did you see said Vans ? 

* See the wltnen's correction of this answer at the end of the Deposition. 
Being very deaf he misanderstood the question nnd supposed it to relate to his 
visit in 17^. 
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. A$uwer. I hate forgo tte n the name of the Coffee Houbo now. 
It is so long since, I can't remember. It iTas the Coffee House 
where the Americans used to go. Mr. R4chard Codman used to 
go diere,-*I don't think' I was tfaeremore than two or three tiroesi 
•^whilst I was in Paris. 

Fifteenth Cross Interrogatory. That property which you went 
to France to recover in 1776, what was the nature of it 1 

Answer. It was a ship and cargo, one sixth of which belonged 
to Mr. Jesse Putnam, and one fourth, I think, to Mr. John Welles. 
It was a shm which I had built ; she went from here to Chailes- 
ton. South Carolina, wher^ she loaded with rice, and thence sail- 
ed to Frani^e. The ship and cargo were consigned by request of 
Mr. Putnam to Mr. Callender,' who was a partner of his. Cal- 
lander sold the ship and cargo, and I went to recover the pro- 
ceeds from him. But never succeeded in obtaining any thing* 

/Xxteenih Cross Interrogatory. What was the name of that vessel! 

Answer. TriaL 

Seventeenth Cross Interrogatory. Who were the other owners of 
herT 

Answer. I don't recollect now, — ^I owned a third or a half of 
her myself. I don't recollect which. 

Eighteenth Cross Interrogatory. Had you other property at 
that time besides your share in that vessel ? 

Answer. Yes,-^I had a good deal of property. 

[The witness here states that he has recalled to mind the nam^ 
of the captain with whom he sailed to BordlMUiz, and says it was 
Wesley.] 

Nineteenth Cross Interrogatory. How did you get it, — by in- 
heritance, or by your own acquisitions'? 

Answer. By my own acquisitions. I didn't have only the shirt 
on my back, and hardly that. 

Twentieth Cross Interrogatory. Did John Codman, when he 
told you that the letter contained information to his brother of the 
dissciution of their partnership, also tell you why he was going 
to dissolve it t 

Answer. Yes^ he told me he was e^aid there was going to be war 
wiA France^ and he had a good dud offroperiy in F)rance^ and he 
drought it prudent that the copartnership shoM be dissohed.^ 

Twenty^first Cross Interrogatory. Do you know what reply 
Richard Codman made to his brother, relative to the dissolution t 

Answer. No, I do not. 

Twenty-ucond Cross Interrogatory. Did you never converse 
with Richard Codman about it t , 

Answer. I rather think that I did. But I don't seem to re- 
collect any thing in particular about it, — ^I was frequently at his 
town house, and his country house, — ^I thought that was a matter 
which belonged to him and his brother, and never said any thing 
to him about it, unless he introduced it.' 

* 8m No. 73, Joha Codtmn*! Letter <if 99thTebniary, 179B, flUtinff the 
■amber of ow^oee he had eent to Ftuiee, the proceeds of which remaineo ua- 
accounted for in Richard Codman'a handa. 
9 
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T^ffentf^hird Crosi Interragaiory. Did jou know the Ameri- 
can Consul at Havre ? or James Swan ? 

Answer. 1 did not know the American Consul at Hayre. I 
knew James Swan, — he was here at that time; we were membera 
of the General Court together, and he gaye me letters to some 
one in France. 

Twenty-fourth Cross tnterrogatonf. Dojou recollect an j thing 
which Richard Codman said about his connexion with his broth- 
er, or the dissolution of it ? 

Answer. No, I do not recollect anj thing in particular. 

Twenty-fifth Cross Interrogatory, Have jou conversed with 
any one relative to giving this deposition 1 if jea, with whom 1 

Answer. With nobodj except Mr. Gardiner, who is now pre- 
sent. 

Twenty-sixth Cross Interrogatory. Did Richard Codman em* 
ploy you, or pay you any money at any time ? 

Answer. Never. He owed me a quarter cask of wine when 
he died, which I never got. 

Twenty-seventh Cross Interrogatory. Do you owe William 
Tans any thing. 

Answer. No, — ^I never owed him a cent in my life, I used to 
buy goods of Freeman and Vans. 

Twenty-eighth Cross Interrogatory. Did you never have any 
contract of any kind with him, or with Freeman and Vans 1 

Answer. I never did have any contract with William Vans, or 
with Freeman and Vans. I used to buy goods of Freeman 6u 
Vans, as I have already stated. 

Twenty-ninth Cross Interrogatory. Did you never plead the 
statute of limitation to a demand of Vans, or Freeman &> Vans 
against you 1 

Answer. No, I never heard any such thing, — I never had any 
transaction with them, except as I have told you, buying goods 
out of their store. 

Thirtieth Cross Interrogatory^ Was you intimate with John 
Codman at the time you took his letter to Richard ? 

Answer. Quite so. I used to dine with him once or twice a 
week, when we were in the General Court. I mean in 1796. The 
General Court was in session when I embarked ; James Swan 
was also a member from Dorchester. 

Further Direct Interrogatories^ proposed by Mr. Gardiner, 

Sixteenth Direct Interrogatory. Can you recollect where you 
received the letter from Richard Codman, which you carried to 
John Codman, — was it handed to you personally by Richard 
Codman at Paris, or was it sent down to you at Nantes? 

[Objected to by Mr. Child, counsel for Wm. Vans.] 

Answer. I don*t recollect positively ; I rather think he sent 

it down to me, at Nantes, — I am quite sure he did. 
Seventeenth Direct Interrogatory. Was Richard Codman in 

good credit, and reputed a man of property while you were in 

Paris, or not ? 
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Answer. I never heard to the contearj of 4iui being in good 
tredit 

The witness having given the foregoing answers to the ques* 
tions propounded to him, — an adjournment takes place,-^and in 
the afternoon the examining magistrates meet the witness at his 
house, (the counsel on neither side being present) to read over 
the deposition to him, and to administer the oath. Upon reading 
to him his answer to the Sixth Cross Interrogatory, — he sajs that 
the business therein referred to, was the business on which he 
went to France, in 1796, that he supposed the interrogatory re« 
ferred to that time, also that he misapprehended the Fifteenth 
Cross Interrogatory, and that in his answer, there too he also re- 
fers to J 798. That he did not go to Paris in 1776, he only went to 
Nantes,-^he went in a letter of marque, and went for the purpose 
of bringing home arms and munitions of war. 

(Signed) JOSEPH WOODWARD. 

Commonwealth of Masaachoiettfl, Connty of Suffolk, m. Citj of Boston. 

This twenty-third day of January, in the year of our Lord, 
eighteen hundred and thirty five, personally appeared before us, 
the subscribers, two justices of the peace, in and for the county of 
of Suffolk, pwrnm unus^ the aforesaid deponent, and after, being 
carefully examined, and duly cautioned to testify the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, made oath that the foregoing deposi- 
tipn by him subscribed is true, taken at the request of Stephen 
Codman, of said Boston, executor of the last will and testament of 
John Codman, late of said Boston, deceased, and of Charles Rus- 
sell Codman, and others, the children and heirs of said John Cod* 
man, deceased, to be preserved in perpetual remembrance of the 
thing. And we duly notified Wm. Vans, of said Boston, gentle- 
man, (as will appear by the annexed notice, and the officer's re- 
turn thereon) the said Vans being the only person we knew to be 
interested in the property to which said deposition relates ; and 
David Lee Child, Esquire, counsel for said Wm. Vans attended. 
(Signed) WM. J. HUBBARD, 

FRANCIS O. WATTS. 

[Here follows Certificate of Fees, Notice to Wm. Vans, Offi- 
cer's Return, Slc] 



No. 101. 

from the deposition 
in a pamphiet, en\ 
p. 22. 



Extract from the deposition of Jesse Putnam^ as published by Mr. 
Vans, in a pamphlet, entitled ** A statement of Facts,^^ Spc. Spc. 



* * I also saw in the Boston Centinel, at Bordeaux, I be- 
lieve in 1793, an advertisement by John Codman, notifying the 
dissolution of the copartnership between him and Richard Cod- 
man. J. PUTNAM. 
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Extracts from Vans' pamphlets, riiowipg, from iiis own 
statements, that the transactions with Richard Cod^ 
man, out of which his c|^im is sypposqd to arise, di^ 
cnot occur tiU December 1793, or January 1799, be^ 
ing long after the dissolution of partnership betweeii , 
R. Codman and J. Codman was known at Paris. 

JV-OM the pampikt effiitkd ''J J^ew EdiHon, jf^c."^ pulbUslud im 
48W,p. 12. 
'•Iiwill now prove that it was in Dtumber^ 1706,440/ I lemi 
Richard Codman, in FraqcCf .8416 rentt tier eontolidni so called^ 
and placed in the house of Johncand Richard Codman, inPariSf 
an obligation for 100*000 liyreSf rents proyisoir, so called, which 
I received of a Mr. Robisha in part payment for my estate at 
Ablong — also notes of a Mr. Nott, for 48,000 bvres, also a de* 
mand on a Mr. Rose for 330,000 livres, in hons off, so called, 
which I lent him, and also property to a large amoant for eol** 
lection during the time I was absent in America. l*he hoasea 
were sold and prodaced 92,000 livres rent, which made the proper* 
ty I placed in the house of J. S^ R, Codman^ in Paris^ in lOteem^ 
her, 1798*" 

JFVom th€ pampUei eniiikd »* The Third EdOion, rari$ed and eor^ 
reciedi^ S^c. p. 7. 
** The circnmstances which led me to place my property in the 
hands of John and Richard Codman, are as follows, viz.— -/is 
January, 1799, after having met with great losses in Enrope, do* 
ing business there as a merchant, for account of Freeman and 
Vans, of more than half a million of dollars, I retired to my estate 
in France, waiting until I could realize the remains of my prop* 
erty and return to America. — When Richard Codman, of the 
house of John and Richard Codman, established merchants in 
Paris, called on me, and said, Mr. Vans, is there any thing to be 
done on speculation ? I answered that I thought there might be 
something done if I had a credit placed in America. Mr. Cod-» 
man then said, my house in Boston will furnish you funds if you 
will go and execute it. R. Codman then made an agreement 
with me, and gave me letters of credit from his house in Paris, 
to different houses in South Carolina, Alexandria, and Philadel* 

Shia, and also to his brother and copartner, John Codman in 
(oston ; all which papers on my arrival in Boston, I laid before 
John Codman there, when he requested me as copartner to give 
np my agreement made with Richard Codman, and my letters of 
credit, and not execute our plans, — which I consented to do, and 
gave him up all my papers, and have his receipt to prove it. In 
a little time after this, I embarked to return to France, and on 
my arrival there called on Richard Codman, to deliver me the 
property I had placid in Ui house at Paris^ when I left JFVlmct.*^ 
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JFVm Ale pampUei eMtUi ^ ufe vf Wmm Voiu^'* pMUkid in 

«^ThAt caused an arran^ment and agreement betweep nt* 
when I lent and placed with John and Richard Codman, mer- 
chants at PariS) in the kingdom of France, a larse propertjr tit the 
wumih Bf DecetkbeTf 1706» consistii^ of notes of Land, real estate, 
obligations pay^able to order, and French ftrnds*," &c. 

Exiraeifrom pa»%d L. Child's pamphkt, enUiled «« RevieiB t^ tk 
Ktpofi to the Mouse of KepreseniisHvesy S^e>,** p. 28. 
** Mr, Vans tiever freiended that the debt for which the notes Were 
given^ arose wUil t^ecemher^ 1706 ; all his judgments fix this as 
the date of the loan', wtiich was seven months qfter the pretended 
dis^oJutiotu*^ 



Extracts from John Codman's Correspondence after the 
dissolution of the house of J. & R. Codman, and be« 
fore he h^d receiived notice of any business tranpac* 
. tions between Richard Codman and Vans. 

nro. 103. 

A Letter from J, Codman at Boston^ to R. Codman at Paris^ rehiF 
tive to the dissolution of the Copartnership. 

BoflTon, June 1> .1706. 
Dbar Brothbr HicHAan^-^/Aoee olreud^ written you that on 
etecount of the situation of public affairs^ I thought it prudent to 
nissoLYB OUR PARTNkRSfiiP, thefrst ultimo. Things appear to be 
coining to the last extremity between the two countries, where we 
reside ; and as such, you will fid in some measure relieved by the 
considerations^ that any measure you may think adequate for the 
safety of tour property tit one country ^ cannot now affect me tii 
another* This measure was not adopted without great consideration 
and regret^ all which you will be ftiUy sensible of. Lee*s bill on 
Phelps is protested for non-payment ; but as he is expected out, 
I do not return it to you. Pray don't trust him, nor any of the 
Americans who are in France ; they are not possessed of proper- 
ty sufficient to payyou in case their speculations do not anord 
them the meaiis. The cargo of coffee I had frqm Batavia, I have 
still on hand, except about 17 tons sent to Rotterdam. As times 
are, I have thought it prudent not to venture out in the storm 
with this valuable property. I hope soon to hear from you ; in 
anxious e^cpectation of which, I remain, yours affectionately, 

J. CODMAN. 

nro« 104. 

Letter from /» Codman to R. Coeknan giving some of the reasons of 
his dissolving the Cooe&itnemUjp* 

" BoBTONt June S4* 1796* 
Di&AR BROTHRR;^This gbes via Cbp^tihagen, it can coHvej 



70 

you nothing new ; as joa have no doubt heard of the vigoroii# 
preparations for defence making bj this country against the 
French. In short, there is the same spirit awake, that operated 
in 1775 against the Hritish, and where it will end, heaven only 
knows. 

Thinldnff you might wish to stick by tour property, tit cau of 
the event of war between the two countries^ I disbolvbd our part- 
nership PUBLICLY 1st ultimo. You -can now do as you please; but I 
wtsA, you may weU suppose^ a winding up of the important cancenu 
YOU have been engaged tn, to govern my conduct here.* 

In November^ you say you had remitted 400,000 livres to J. 4* ^* 
Baring Sp Co. ; in March, they say nothing about it. You say also 
you were about remitting them an eqtiat sum, I wish I could hear 
both thoH sums were to our credit, and their demand expunged. 
Pray attend to this. I have not jet sent away the Minerva or hef 
cargo, except a small parcel, saj 17 tons to Rotterdam, and as 
times now are, I am afraid to venture it out ; things cannot re- 
main so much longer. Ihng to hear from you. Your siTUATioir 
IS VERT CRITICAL, and no one feels it more than I do. I rest in am- 
fdential hope, that all will end well. But years taken to finish bust" 
ness destroy great part of the enjoyment they mayjlnaUy produce i 
therefore I hope you will content yourself soon and return. 

I remain, constantly jours, J* CODMAN. 

A Letter from J. Oodman to R. Codman, complaining of not hear^ 
ingfrom JR. Codman, ^c. 

Boston, June 5th, 1798. 

Dear Brother, — Mr. Lee and Mr. Hopkins both dined witb 
me to daj, but to my astonishment, brought not a Hne from you^ 
The former tells something about coming away in a hurry, and 
that your letters would come hj the next vessel, &c. &.c. It is 
really so vexatious when affairs of such importance lay open, that I 
have not patience to write about it, and must forbear. I have this 
day a letter from Messrs. Barings, dated 6th of April. They say 
they had received nothing from you; that they had drawn by your 
order on a House iti Hamburg, who had refused acceptance, beccnise 
they had no confidence in any one settled in France ; and therefore 
urge for remittances, and look to me in consequence of getting noth* 
ing from you. What in the name of goodness has become of the 
400,000 /tores you wrote me, in November last, you had remitted 
them, and that you were about remitting to an equal amount. 

Mr. Lee tells me, he heard you say, you did not remit because 
exchange was 15 per cent against you, and that your funds were 
laying dead on that account. How <Aen can I account for your 
drawing on me, which you have done largely, since date of your No* 

* Whether RichanI toned oat as lolvent or not wsa a question of deep pe* 
ettniary intereat to John, considering thejrreat amount of property sent out to 
hii hands which remsiiied liiiaccottnted for. 
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^beribtr feUir, and receiving monej for your hillf on me, only ai 
par, when I am thus forced to draw on England to replace it. 
If an this is true^ business is going very wrongs indeed and indeed; 
but it can't be so, — and yet wiihout your letters^ haw can I exfJmn 
ii ? While writing, jour bill to Andrews dt Co., dated Blarch 
25th, for 92,000, is brought in and accepted.* 

As to politics, the game is up. France treats us just as Great 
Britain once did, — and for the same reason, she does not forbear, 
i. e. — want of information. She is deceived, as 6. Britain was. 
There is but one heart and one mind in America ; some wish 
peace with France more than others, no doubt, but ail think eyerj 
thing has been done to obtain it ; and being refused a hearing, 
which was not denied even to Lord Malmesburj, has united the 
countrr to a man, to assert their rights if they persist in the 
struggle, — ^not because they hate France, or despise them or their 
cause, but because she despises us, robs us, and will not hear us in 
our own justification, but keeps on capturing out vessels, and 
destroying, us every way. We hope, however, justice has not 
entirely been banished from the breasts of the rulers of that great 
and powerful nation. And that she yet possesses that magnaF 
nimity, so often attributed to her, and that she will one day or 
other discover the falsehoods that have been told her, and send a 
Minister here, to heal our wounds. Injured as we are, we shall 
with open arms receive the messengers of peace on honorable, 
national terms ; but Americans are too free, too republican, to be 
degraded ; they respect other nations, let the government be what 
it may, and they will be decently treated in return. Much a gen- 
eral spirit prevails, that the hands of government are strong, and 
the opposition is not half to great, as what the old tones made 
when we opposed England ; and you know how feeble that was. 
In short, a man opposed to government now, is not so safe as 
the tories were then. Ail America is in a flame, which however 
a line of justice would quench, if put into sincere operation. 
Why, for heaven's sake, will France drive us to desperation. 
Necessity has no law. We shall keep off an alliance with En- 
gland, as long as we can ; but it is dangerous to provoke it. If 
you find no disposition on the part of the French government to 
heal this breach, (made wider by the enemies of both countries,) 
pray retire from [Franu,] on the best terms you can; again^ J 
say^ retire. Yours, affectionately, J. CODMAN. 

Several American men of war are already out, and more going, 
with orders to capture and bring in vessels capturing ours on this 
coast, or hovering about it for that purpose* 

* It maj be noted here, as explanatory of this acceptance, that the bill was 
drawn before the diMolntion took place. It ahoald alao be noted more gen- 
erally, that other billa apoken of in later letters as accepted here were drawn 
either before the dissolation took place, or before it could be supposed to be 
known in France. It was not till October or November, that John Codman 
received an acknowledgment from Richard Codman, under his hand, that 
the latter had notice of the dissolution. See Woodward's Deposition, and the 
letter of John Codman to Richard Codman, dated Nov. 16, 1796, No's 100 
&116. 
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N0. f9. 

Etif act from J. (Oodm^m to Messrs: Barings S^ Co. 

Boston, 21 8t JuiieyiTSflf/ 
•'•••# ^itice my lasti'nothingfaks' transpired frodi 
Mr. R. Codman. I hope your next will advise something satisi^ 
factory of the remittances from Hamburg, both on aiccount of 
what yo^ was to expect from Mr. I^allarde^s friend tliere, as for 
tbe credit affixed by R. Codman'. In shorty T am so in i%e dark 
respecting his aWairs^ tiuU I cck fully adopi ffour idea upon it, 
that it is vezaitous. I wish too/ to be particularly informed of 
the state of J. &* R. Codman's account with you, for my g6v« 
cmment. • • • • • J. CODMAW. 

Wo. 107. 

Extract from a Lettor of J. Codman to Mesoro. Barings 4" Co* 

Boston; 22d June, 1798. 
• • • ^ • I kaoe not a Hne from R. 
Codman on this business ; but Swan says R. Codman has agreed 
with Dallarde to give up the damages, on your receiving pay- 
ment through Hamburg. It wilt be unlucky if it in so, for here i 
can secure promptly, principal, interest aha' damages, — the latt<ir 
being ^^569 19s. sterling. • • ♦ • • J. COI>MAN. 

]¥o. 108. 

From /. Codman to R. Codman* 

BosToi^, July 2l8t, n9t>. 
Dear Brotber, — I write this to you by Mr. Higginson, not 
knowing where it will meet you. I hardly know how to begin 
to inform you of the state of public affairs. Congress have risen ; 
they have not declared war, but they have annulled the treaty 
with France, and authorised the capture of French armed vessels 
cruising on our trade. One of these has already been taken, and 
brought in ; and all America is preparing fbr the dernier ressortt 
finding France will not hear them, but continue their captures. 
Where it will end, God only knows. One would think you 
would now, ifever^ return to your own country, but being without 
letters from you since November last^'-^very body I meet knmos 
more <Aout yoUf your views^ your afairs^ and your business^ than 
I do. This day three drafts of yours were presented me, one in 
favor of Mr. Brown, 93,000, one Fellowes, 93,000, and one 
Blake 9400 and odd. As I am without advice what these bills 
are for, I could not accept them, besides I have not the means, — 
hope to hear f^om you befbre they come, to maturity.* Swan 

Cid me ;^3,000 sterling, towards his bills on Murdock ; and he 
s been sued and given bail for the balance, since which he has 
gone to Europe. The Thetis, I hear, has been taken by the 

* John Codman declines accepting theie bills, being doabtfVi] whether or 
not thej were drawn for any account of the late Home. 
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French, and retaken bj the English. She was on freight from 
Carohna. I hope after pajing salvage, she is gone on to Russia^ 
The Minerva and cargo i^ here, except 17 tons coffee sent to 
Rotterdam ; that I have not heard of. I am extremelj distressed 
for youj and aboat our affairs.* — I refer you to Mr. Higginson 
for the state. of things in this country, and in anxious expectation 
and reliance of your prudence and discretion, praying vou to re- 
turn, I remain yours, affectionately, J. GODMAN. 

No. 109. 

From /. Codman to R. Codman. 

Boston, 6th August, 1796. 
My Dear Brothbr,-— I have now to acknowledge your letter 
pet Prince, dated 2l8t April ; the last I had received previous to 
this was your January letter ; so that from January to April you 
did not write me. I am glad you had received mine of $£9th 
February,— ^I wish it had prevented your drawing more upon me. 
You cannot conceive the trouble I tim put to by it. Business is 
in a great degree suspended ; a war seems inevitable, — a fever 
has broken out, particularly at our wharf, and spreading through 
the town, which stagnates business altogether. I have lost one 
of my young men, and four others on the same wh$irf have fallen 
victims ; so that I have removed my counting house to my house, 
and my family are at Lincoln. I would stay there too hut having 
receitfed no remittances from you for all the cargoes I have sent you^ 
and your bills continually coming upon me, forces me into banks, 
and constant attention. In short, I found myself so occupied to 

ry existing engagements, that I dared not accept your InUs: but 
shall endeavor notwithstanding to pay them when due. 
Messrs. J. & F. Barings &> Co., are continually writing me they 
received nothing from you^ and this so late as April. How then 
can I account for what you write 1 Added to all which, and 
which is not the least extraordinary, I am told exchange in Paris 
was 27 livres the pound sterling. If so, you lose 3 livres i^ the 
pound, which is one eighth part, beside the delay, risk and (trou- 
ble, and expense of the negotiation. Now whatever you may 
think of this>, I consider it bad business. All the money you have 
drawn from me, I should have remitted them ut 3 per cent under 
par, which has been about the exchange for some time past, 
xou say it has been convenient for you to draw these bills; but 
you do not consider how inconvenient it is for me to pay tliem, 
or I am sure you never would trouble me; for you can have no 
idea of the difficulty of raising such large sums in this country, 
or of meeting with purchasers for bills on London; and with 
what face can I draw on London, when Mesxrs. Barings keep 
dunning me so for remittances 1 I am really afraid they will 
return my bills, — for it is a mystery to me, that you in October 
should have remitted them, and tliey in continuation from Octo- 

* Namely, pending concerns of ihe late House, owinff Messrs. Barings near 
X35,000, and the funds to pay it with being in Richard a hands. 

10 
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ber to April, not onlj have received nothingy but add the vexatioii 
thej experience for want of it. 

Mo. 110. 

From J, Codman to R. Ckdman* 

Lincoln, August lOth, 1798. 
Dear Brother,— If thie should reacH jou, it is onlj to saj 
tlmt for particular reasons I have not meeepied your tiUs to Fel- 
lowes and Brown, t6,000, t6,000, 93,000, and 93,000. The/ 
are as well to remain without acceptance as with ; and the latter 
would be inconvenient to my other arrangements at banks. jRe/y 
an If our brother's friendship; aUhough I cannot express my surprise 
at this method of drawing and remitting ^ so disadvaniageous and 
peculiarly intonoenient to me. Yours, affectionateljr, 

J. COMIfAN* 

IVo. 111. 

From J. Codman to R. Codman. 

Lincoln* August 26th, 1796. 

Dear BROTBER,-»Whether this will ever r^ach jou or not I 
cannot say. Times have been so interesting, and have now got 
to such extremities, that no one ^an tell where it will end. I wiU 
not attempt to express mj feelings for you^ jou must conceive 
them, i hope jour conduct will not be such as your country 
can disapprove ; there is the same spirit now as existed in opposing 
the British attempt to tax us in all cases. It is not the amount 
but the principle, aU are one, and France will one day regret aa 
Britain did, she did not understand us m time. 

Messrs. Barings have undoubtedly informed you how our ac- 
count stands, — very Afferent from your repeated advices to me. t 
hope we shall get through ; but pray, for goodness sake, do noi 
droM any more upon me. These last words I would repeai with en* 
^ffy* — ^^ ^ ^^^ t' t' needless. Adieu. Always yours, 

J. CODMAN. 

N0. 119. 

Extracts from a Letter of J. Codman to Messrs. Barings ofLondom* 

Boston, August 26, 1798. 
Messrs. Barings & Co. — Gentlemen : F have received by the 
June packet, all your favors, 8th, 16th, and 23d May, with the 
account current of the late house of J. & R. Codman. / was 
not less disappointed at the increasing balance than you were. 
Though no one can feel more confidence in the integrity and 
prudence of my brother Richard Codman, / could sincerely wish 
to see an end of bis speculationsj if it was for no other purpose 
than to cause the correspondence of our respective houses to be 
more satisfactory. I cannot blame your prudence, even if yoa 
do not send the Thetis to Russia ; for I had no idea but you had 
received remittances to lessen the balance greatly. • • • 
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I shall now appropriate what of the Minerva's cargo I have 
on. hand to your reiipbursement, which is 450,000 lbs. coffee. * 
^ * This will certainly. paj you the balance of oar account, 
independent of any expectations from Richard Codman, or other 
resources of mine, and these I shall endeavor to fix for your reim- 
bursement ; as I know of no debt besides yoursy in Europe^ and 
here I am very free, haring ample resources for every demand* 
• ♦ • • J. CODMAN. 

Wo. 113. 
Receipt i^ Edmwrd BromJieU. 

Boston, 4th Oct., 1796. 

Reoeived of John Godmao the eonaignment of 05 hogsheads 
of Java GoffM, shipped on board the ship Superb, George For* 
nald, master^ bound to Hamburg, on Ais aeeouni and risk. Which 
coffee I promise to sell for the most it will hrinr, on my safe 
arrival in Hamburg, and remit the proceeds for his account^ to 
Messrs. John dt Francis Baring &, Go. of London ;^-having 
aigned three receipts of this tenor and date, to serv^ only as one* 

(Signed,) EDWARD BROMFIELD. 

IVo. 114. 

fhm /. Codman to R. Codnuau 

Boston, 12th October, 1798. 
Ht dear Brother,— »I had written you a long letter to go by 
Mr. Bromfield, more expressive of all my feelings, particularly 
complaining that 1 have no letter from you by Mr, Gerru^ and that 
/ am astonished and displeased by your continual drafts upon me, 
J meet them in every quarter^ unexpected^ and unprepared. I refused 
acceptance to those of Brown and Fellowes, for I did not see 
how I could pay them. I suffered sixty days of painful anxiety 
between my wish to support your credit, and the duty I owed to 
myself. Being without any means to pay them, when they be- 
came due, I gave my note for them, which was discounted, which 
adds to my other engagements a heavy burthen.^ No sooner had 

* John Codman began to fear, fW)m the freqaency of these dratU, without 
«iy «d?icei, that they miffht not be drawn for the mere purpoM of liquidating 
the outstanding affairs of the late House. He was, however, solicitons to 
support his brother's credit, not only from fraternal regard, but because he 
looked to Richard Codman to discharge, out of the funds which had been 
remitted to him for that purpose, all the European debts of the late House. 
It will be understood, of coarse, that a partnership continues even after a dis- 
solution, with all its fights «nd obligations, for Me ^mrpote of Ufmdmtmg iU 
outstanding eonetms^ and that the acts of Uie partners for that ^rpooe, are 
binding upon each other so long as any unsettled accounts remain. Bat all 
fiete engagements must be on the separate account of the party who makes 
them. Richard Codman, therefore, had the right, and being oh the spot, of 
course had the power, to liquidate the old partnership acoounts in Europe, in 
such manner as he pleased, without cohsulting John Codman in America. 
And John Codman, when he accepts Richard Codman 's drafts, or when he 
speaks of our affairs^ 4^., afti*r the dissolution, must be understood as acting 
and speaking with reference to the liquidation and settlement of the old de- 
pendencies. This general consideration, borne in mind thron^out the^ later 
correspondence, wiU render particular notes on phrases of this import onoe- 
cessary hereaftar. 
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I done this, than your bills, about $2,500 to Homberg, appeared, 
-^the one $400 and odd I accepted/as it came from Providence ; 
the other $2,000, in the hands of Hurd & Mackaj, I have not 
accepted, and I doubt much if I shall be able to pay it. Thinge 
have become very serious as to money matters, in this country ; 
large sums are not to be managed, and you must remember how 
afflictive it is to be running to banks, especially when one is deep 
there already. I must of necessity came to the unalterable determi' 
nation of returning any more bills you may pass upon me* What 
cruel suspense I am in to conjecture why you draw upon me ! It 
appears to me like a candle burning out at both ends. Messrs. 
Barings have undoubtedly informed you how our account stands, 
say on the 1st June last; 50 deducting 15 and interest, leayes 32. 
How then do your words tally ^ when in your last letter to nu2lst 
Aprils you say as to our account with Messrs. Barings^ we shall not 
be much in arrears* You will doubtless find no difficulty to draw 
upon them, and state your remittances, all which to be sure are 
credited, but also we are debited nearly as much for your drafts on 
them ; and I am vexed to see charged C. Voght's drafts, Rucker 
&> Wortmann*s drafts, and vice versa these drafts back again, — see 
saw. I am not used to 9uch business, and now the partnership 

IS DISBOLTED, I THINK I CANNOT BB SADDLED WITH IT, WITHOUT 

MY KNOWLEDGE. YoQ ought ncvcT to havc permitted such thinga 
without giving me your reasons for it. I believe no person so sitU" 
ated was ever kept so uninformed upon so many and so important 
matters ; and if I do not stop accepting and paying your HUs^I see 
nothing before me but ruin. Your not writing me by so good an 
opportunity as Mr. Gerry, makes me more uneasy than any 
thing I can express, and leads me to believe what 1 have heard, 
that you have been unfortunate^ and decline imparting it to me* 
Messrs. Barings write me they can go no farther for me; have de- 
clined sending the Thetis to Russia, which is a monstrous disap* 
pointment, and add they get nothing from you, and all their depen^ 
dence is on me. How" can t remit them when you cut off thk 
MEANS, and have been constantly doing this for years back to im^ 
mense amounts, and I believe under the greatest disadvantages aa 
to exchange ! You cannot blame me if I am mistaken, and you 
are still doing well, /or you will not write. Your letter of the 2l8t 
April t5 the only one I have received for nine months ; and what do 
you say then, advising your drafts to Fellowes &, Brown, dt Prince, 
merely that it was convenient for yt/u to draw these bills, because 
you did not wish to sell, ^c. This is not saying what you want 
of the money, or what is to be done with it. It is high time same 
end was put to such things, and we saw each other face to face. 
Things are coming to such extremities between the two countries 
that decided measures must be adopted by you. / wish you 
would sell on the best terms you can, and return. If yf>u see Mr. 
Bromfield, he can tell you the spirit of this people. All I can 
say is, it is not a predilection for the British, depend on it it is 
not, the whole country know they have nothing to expect from 
them, but what interest dictates, and they are as desirous, and will 
keep as clear of English influence and control, as of French 
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Thej have ardently loDged for peace, ain) hoped impartial ju^ 
tice, which they have given to each of the contending nations, 
would have secured them, but it seems each nation have wished 
us to be a party with them in the war ; — abd France, who was 
secure of our disinclination to joiii in the war, and might have 
gained much by our neutrality, has driven us to the edge of being 
at war against her^ which in effect strengthens her enemy, and 
which effect^ produced hj certain causes, cannot be laid to our 
charge, for peace has been unremittingly sought by us. If you 
could see the addresses presented to the President from all quar- 
ters of the country, thanking him for his repeated efforts to pro- 
cure peace and justice, and offering their lives and fortunes in 
support of the government and independence of this country, you 
would see a renewal of the old spirit of 1775, in every particular. 
Congress will meet in December, before which I wish something 
might turn up to render our prospects more pleasing. Heaven 
however, I trust, will bless the just efforts of this people in sup- 
port of their rights and independence. Having destroyed the 
letter I had first written you, I confine myself only to this, and 
ejnckide mth beseeching you to remit me, and not to draw upon me, 
and to ibind off by disposing of tour fropertt Jor the most it will 
bring, and return to your native country as soon as possible, 

I remain unalterably yours, J. CODMAN. 

Since writing I have accepted Hurd's bill 92,011, so that all 
your bills are accepted and paid. Pray don't give tip to Swan 
the damages on his bill on Murdock. I have received part, and 
secured the remainder. Pray be more particular with me, and do 
not draw any more; I must determine to accept no more if you draw 
them, 

TXo. 115. 

Extracts from a Letter of J. Godman to Messrs. Barings 4* Oo.^ 

Boston, Nov. 16, 179B. 

• « • • Since my last, I have shipped ninety-five hhds. 
of coffse for Hamburg, weight about 55,000 lbs. on board the 
Superb, Captain Fernald, consigned to Mr. Edward Bromfield, 
a passenger on board said ship, per his receipt enelosed. * * ^ 
I am now making another shipment to Hamburg, in my own ship 
the Minerva, who will carry the principal part if not all the coffee 
I have remaining. * * * If however the Minerva stops in the 
channel, and puts yuu to this trouble, you will please to mention 
to Captain Goodwin, not only your own opinion where it is best 
for her to proceed, but on what house to value himself with my 
property. • • « • \f^^ j^ jfjat case you will debit me what 
commission you think reasonable, which 1 assure you I shall 
cheerfully pny^ and the proceeds of my property in this shipment 
I shall direct'/o jir#tf. • • • 

Should this «hip be so fortunate as to arrive safe, I think I may 

. * By this and other letten, it appears that John Codman had changed tho 
^o^tfiie or his busineas, after tbe diasolutlQn, ao entir^Jy aa not to*emp!oy Richard 
Ccraman, even as l)ia agent, in the transaction cf hew bosinesl. 
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soon expect to find as large a balance in joqt hands to niy ttiA 
vidual credUj a« bow stands there to the dMt of my late establish' 
ment. I shall then hope to see an uninterrupted arrangement 
between us, especiallj as regards mj Russia imiiortations, which 
are of the first consequence, as a regular emploj to the ships. 
Any remittances you may receive from Mr, R. VoSnan on account 
of &e firmer firm^ yefu wiU place to thai credit^ and gire roe regu* 
lar advice of it. • « • J. CODMAN. 

]Vo« tie. 

From J. Codman to H. Codman^ 

Boston, Not. 16, 1798L 
My Dear BaoTBca Richard, — 

This tetter wiU acknowledge receipt of yours by Mr. Woodwwrdf 
who has arrived here, and I believe made a verj handsome thing 
of the goods he purchased in France. I thank jou for jour letter 
by him ; it is the only one you have wrote from April to /September^ 
and considering the importance of things between us, I think you 
are very remiss in this particular. In your letter you do not say 
what object you had in drawing those bills on me in favor of 
Brown, FellaweSj Andrews and Homberg^ which have embarrassed 
me here exceedingly, — wonderful that you can thus perplex me ! — 
Poor Hammond, with his unfortunate ship Abigail, jseems destined 
to misfortune; be writes me from Hamburg he had been waiting 
a long while on great expense,/9r your orders,^ and that at last it 
seems you ordered him to St. Ubes, which will run us in debt, as thiy 
cursed ship has constantly done. I fear we shaU lose the Beta- 
via freight in England, on account of his attempt to cover the 
property ; indeed I conceive there is hardly a chance for it. I have 
written Messrs. Barings to compromise it on the best terms thej 
can. Had you been in England to see about this, a part might 
probably have been obtainad, but you seem detenmned to stay in 
France f where I fear tou will finally be disappointed of allro^n 
expectationsj and feel with increased sensibility the chagrin, which 
many do, who have lost their property ta^usHy. I know bow san-^ 
guine you are of success, and I should think you bad experience 
enough to be less so. I have warned you and entreated you,<-* 
I have now done, and you must abide the issue. You teU me if I 
want funds, which I do most seriously, to draw on London and on 
Hamburg, and you will take care of the bills, if I will adoise you.f 

* A voyage undertaken on the partnenhip account before the diMolutton. 

t jDompare thie with the language used by Richard Codman in the imperfect 
letter from him, acknowledging notice of the dissolution, printed among the 
documents under that head, (I*^. 98,) and it will be perceived that the present 
letter from John Codman is an answer to it ; and that the letter answered, 
which is here acknowledged to have been received by Mr. Woodward, is the 
same which that witness testifies to, as received by himself from Richard Cod- 
man, and delivered by himself personally to /ohn Codman. When John 
Codman says, 'this is the only letter you have wrote from April to September,' 
this fixes the date of the imperfect letter to have been in September. The 
partnership, therefore, was now completely dissolved ; for John Codman had 
notice, that Richard Codman knew and assented to it John Codman, tliere- 
fhife, begins to s|A»ak more decidedly about refbsing Aiture drafts. 
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What can this mean 1 if jou can take eare of them by fends at 
jrpur command, why do ymi draw anwu? Bills on London are at 
6 and on Hamburg 10 per cent, discount here. A pretty piece 
of business I should make to draw on joa payable therot for the 
moneys you have drawn on me ! You may judge.*— No, I must 
bear the pinch here, in hopes that yon will remit me. Why could 
you not have invested some of your funds in goods as Woodward 
did ? I hear that Mr. Deblois is expected^ and that you have had 
some concerns with him. I hope you may have sent something 
by him. As to drawing on London, you know Messrs. Baj4ng8 
h^ve refused sending Uie Thetis td Russia, and of course they 
will go no farther ; and could it be expected t for on beholding 
their account current, I behold nearly as many charges for your 
bills as credits for your remittances. The former your not having 
culvised me of produced an unexpected balance that well nigh aver-- 
whelmed me. I rejoice however to see that you say you have suffi* 
cient with you to pay them and more. Do but apply it while you 
may. Times are peculiar, and you are more pecuHiirly situated 
than you yourself imagine ; the wheel of fortune is going round, 
and the next turn may produce better, but as likely and perhaps 
more so, a total loss. I have labored hard here to stand your 
drafts added to my other engagements, and keep the cargo of 
GofTee without selling it here, so as to benefit by the European 
market for it. I am now loading the Minerva, and she will sail 
for some port in Europe in a few weeks. I am determined to re* 
mit Messrs. Barings a mass to extinguish their accumtdating de- 
maxids ; but pray don't let this lessen your exertions ; for here I 
shall be crowded more than I ever was, which you cannot but 
conceive, and will therefore exert yourself to send me some car- 
goes, or other remittances to help me here. It is here I want 
help. Had I not been so drained of funds^ I could have done 
some good business here ; but I have been so crowded with your 
drafts, without receiving any assets to pay them with, and no right 
to draw on London even if exchange had been at par, that I have 
felt slim ; especially being disappointed in my Russia cargo, re- 
fused a credit on Russia, and my ship sent away with a poor little 
trifling freight back to Charleston, after costing £500 salvage in 
consequence of French capture. I have been sadly cheated too 
by the man I let the Commerce to, he owing nfie all the hire of 
the ship for a year, and something beside. I had the ship to re- 
deem from the demands of his sailors, whiph cost me £1,000 
sterling more. She is however arrived at Philadelphia with a 
freight from Liverpool ; but if industry and attention can make 
up for these things, I shall unceasingly pay it. I have lately too 
been unfortunate in a law suit commenced against me by Lucina 
and Crawford of London, respecting some business I transacted 
thirteen years ago for a Lisbon house ; it took a strange turn 
against me, contrary to every idea I have of its justice ; and ow- 
ing as I conceive to the art and management of those people, this 
job has cost me £950 sterling. I have no doubt, if truth could 
come out, as it did in Terry's affair, it would be equally repre- 
hensible. Mad I ever been to seat or was it not for the cares that 
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eneumher mei I would embark and see Messrs. Barings myself, I 
hare reason to think something might be done by compromise at 
lAverpool, with the prirateer owners that took the Abigail ; but 
nothing to be expected from pursuit. Captain N. Goodwin com- 
mands the Miner?a ; he shall write joo on his arriyal. I shall 
insure here to tlie port of discharge in Europe at 120 per cent. ; 
shall have on board some freight and about 150 tons of coffee, 
«ome sugars and ashes an my ami accowU^ all which must go to 
Barings, As to politics, this country has and will take an inde* 
pendent stand, go lirmed against every invader, keep in readiness 
a watchful eye to repel attacks upon il, either open or secret, and 
never lose sight of peace when i can be had on honoraUe na- 
tional terms. Our government will not, I think, send again to ob' 
tain it. J. GODMAN. 

Wo. 117. 

Extracts from a Letter of J, Codman to Messrs. Barings 4* Co* 

Boston, Dec. 12th, 1798. 

Captain Nathaniel Goodwin of my ship Minerva, which 1 have 
loaded for Hamburg. At New York, / have effected S30,000 in- 
surance. * * * Captain Goodwin has my instructions to consult 
you with regard to his destination. * • * You will however con- 
sider that all my remittances since Ist May last, are on my ownpri^ 
vote account J and credit them accordingly ; and I cannot but hope, 
from my brother^s account of his prospects, he will be able to pay 
you the balance due from my late establishment. Any remittances 
therefore yuu may receive from Aim, you will apply to this object, 
and give me the earliest information thereof. As you may well 
suppose, from the exertions 1 have made to relieve you from your 
heavy advances, such advice would be very acceptable. I have 
lately received from Charleston, South Carolina, a letter from 
Capt. Crocker of the Thetis, informing that he had taken a freight 
again to Loudon; so that soon after this reaches you, he may 
pay you another visit. I wish both these ships, the Minerva and 
Thetis, to proceed with the first open waters to Russia,, and load 
for my account^ with as much iron and hemp, as they can bring 
with the following manufactures. • • • I therefore request you 
to order these cargoes.* ♦ • • j. CODMAN. 

IVo. 118. 

Extract from a letter of Jf Codman to Capt. Nathaniel Goodwin. 

Boston, Dec. 12, 1798. 
Capt. Nathamel Gooqwin. 

Sir, — You being master of my ship the Minerva, now loaded 
and ready for sea, and cleared out for Hamburg, my orders are^ 
that you proceed to sea with the first fair wind, and shape your 
course for Hamburg ; but as the season is late, I would have you 

* ThJB was such business as Richard Codman did while the hnuseof J. &^R. 
Codman continued ; and such as he might still have be«>n employed to do as 
the ag$nt of ishn Codman, if Joiin's oonfidenee in him had not been shaken; 



put into the first port in England jou can reach for advice. 
On jour arrival there, forward jour letters to London, and when 
the ship is secure go there jourself, and consult with my friendly 
Messrs. /. 4* Prancis Bann^ 4* Co., respecting the best and safest 
market to be found in Europe, for the sale of jour cargo. * * * 

J. CODMAN. 

Wo. 119. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codmm to Capt. EUska Crocker. 

Boston, Dec. 19, 1798. 
• . • • I iiQp^ nfp^ Touro, or Mr. Haselhursl, will 
have advanced the monej on coihmission, until I can send it on 
to them, or that job will have found some waj to avoid so great 
a loss as jou lead me to expect. This and the expense of £40 
sterling, Messrs. Barings pat me to for premium, ice. on bottom- 
rj, are but part of the damages sustained bj their not sending 
JOU to Russia. My brother, on the other side of the channel, had 
not made them those remittantee I had expected, or 1 should not have 
been so mortified a« this circumstance has occasioned me. I 
have not to blame Messrs. Barings, although I had reasod to think 
thej had more confidence in me, and allowed for circumstadcesy 
for certainly my brother* s engagements to them, unkinoum to me, has 
caused them to be in advance for us. I have since laid siege to this 
demand of theirs mjself ; and if the bearer. Captain Goodwin, 
in the Minerva^ arrives safe, it will raise flinds in their hands, in- 
dependent of anj thing which maj be done to the same effect bj 
mj brother, that will give a new face to mj operations. In con- 
sequence, I have ordered beth ships to Russia. The Minerva for 
this place, and the Thetis for New York. You will therefore 
hear from Messrs. Barings on this subject. * • • 

J. CODMAN. 

IVo. 130. 

Extracts from a Letter of John Codman to Alexasider Baring* 

Boston, Dec. 16th, 1796» 
To A. Baking. 

Mr Dear Sir : I cannot better answer jour ver j kind and 
friendlj letter of the 25th ultimo, than to hand jou copies of mj 
late correspondence with our liondon friends. I received, last 
evening, flrom them a letter of 30th September, enclofung copj of 
one I believe jour father wrote to mj brother on the 24th August, 
expressed in terms perfect] j applicable to his situation, and cal* 
culated to call forth his exertions, and to warn him of hia danger. 
He sajs, *nhis is the third war I have seen, in the course of w^ch 
I have seen hundreds of Agioteurs^ fall ; some of whom possess- 
ed commercial and financial talents of the first description ; but 
I do not know one that has finallj succeeded." What does jour 
good father mean bj agiotage ? Is it allusive to his purchase of 

** BpscttUtors in Btoeks. 
11 
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inscriptions^^ vr is ke engaged in some new Une that I never heard oft 
You have undoubteiflj had letters vUL Liverpool in Septemberf 
in which the anxiety of the House will appear as strong to jou 
as thej have expressed it to me. It but renews the anxiety I 
have long felt on account of the inexpHcabie conduct of my brother / 
and I had well nigh leaped on hoard the Minerva, to see him myself; 
but I think to stop till the Spring, and in the mean time, prepare 
for the attempt. • • • • jff^ brother*s drafts herev and od 
England, have indeed cramped and crippled my concerns very muck ; 
otherwise I should have sent the Minerva to Batavia again, but I 
am fortunate that ray means and credit have been sufiicient to 
meet ajl my eogtigements, wUhout parliaf with a bag of my eoffee 
importation. • • 

In this country, my deb^s and credits ore aof extensive, or 
widely different; $50*000 will cover the forsier; and I think I 
can manage the full payment of them by debts due ase and rano' 
nants of property remaining here. My real estate produces sie^ 
(besides what I improve) £J ,500 sterling a year ; wbicb ie eom- 
fbrtaUe ; so that although mt saoTHBa'a jiffairs are perpUxiag- 
and interesting^ I stand on groobd so firm, that I amr determined 
not to give way to the pressure of the moment ; add to which^ 
my credit is without a check, and your friendship, if I never call 
it into exercise, will always be jremembeied with satisfaction. * 
* * I am, thank — — , firee of all Umd Mpeculations, or Americase 
Agiotage^ Iwving been long aware iff my hr other's situation^ and 
liability to involve himsefff haive kept myself a» elMLf as possiUe toi 
support Aim. • • * J.CODMAN^ 

77^ Letter firom Messrs, John and F)rands Baring 4* CS»., of htm* 
dan, to Mr. John Cbdmanf whieh is referred to in the letter fort^ 

going. 

[PAlVJbTE.} 

LoNDoir, 20th Sept. 1798. 
John Codimn, Eiq. Boston. 

SiR^'^It is with great regret we find ourselves at last under the 
necessity of troubling you about the conduct of yovrr brother, aa 
much for your sake as for oar own. Bat as our repeated attentpt9 
to induce him to adopt a proper mode of conduct have failed, and 
that neither letters on our part, nor the representation* ef si 
firtend on the spot, have produced any substantial effect, we are 
compelled to urge yon to take measores to reduce the enormoua 
balance now doe to us, and wbich, from the length of tiaie, aa 
well as the magnitude, is become insupportable. We do not 
complain of inattention on the part of yotrr brother to oar re* 
monstrances ; both his letters to ne and his oonverstition with oar 
fhend mark his sensibility of the onparaUeled exertioDS we have 
made for the service of your boose, bat they go no- fiirtli» ; wo 
receive bo remittances, and what is wone, he contiattes plaoged 

* Th&t is rieacb Govenuasat Stocks. 
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hk that abominable system (ot a^aiaget* which has rained Mr« 
Parker and many others^ and idiich muat infalJiblj prore his own 
destruction if he persereres. 

Por some months we have endeavoured, by various means, to 
induce him to make remittances, and to furnish us with particu- 
lars of his actual situation, and future prospects ; but one of out 
friends who has beeja occupied in the business is just returned 
from the continent without success, and we received from him a 
letter in August, which was altogether so superficial, that we 
wrote to him a letter of whioh you will please to receive a copy 
inclosed, and which we are persuaded will produce an answer* 

In due time We shall ibraish you with fiirther particulars, trust* 
ing that you will take the necessary measures on your side to 
^somply with oar request. We remain> withgr^at regard, 
sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed,) JOHN & FS1NCI6 BARING 6l Ca 



Tke copifofa Utter f torn one qfthe Messrs, Barings of London to 
M. Codman^ at Parisy enclosed in ike Utter to J. dodman^ from 
ike Messrs. Barmgs^ which stands nexi abo^e. 

London, 24th August, 1798. 
Every endeavor has been used, the utmost patience has been ex* 
«rcised, to induce you to perform what you ought to have been 
eager and forward to have aiili^pateil, without any solicitation 
ifrcMn us, but without suocess. I leave it to yourself to reconcile 
such conduct to your own .mind; it is totally unmerited on our 
part, and it is in direct violation of your promises and of our ez- 
peettttien. The sum due frojm 3rou, in which your oM house is 
impiidited, is ao enormous as. to require every sacrifice on your 
pa4t to reduce, and even to liquidate ; instead of which yon re- 
tain iVinds which belong to us, for the miserable and destructive 
purpose of dl^isfc^e,* to which yoa mast inevitably become the 
dupe and victim. This is the third war I have seen, in the 
<$oar8e.i>f which I have seen hundreds 6f agioteurs fall, some of 
whom possessed t^ommercial and financial talents of the first de- 
acription, but I do not know one that has jinally succeeded. I 
have a faint hope this warning may open your eyes; and my 
liope is about equal that yoa may be driven from the place of 
your present abode by the war, and thereby saved ; but I have 
now wnited so long that T shall w^ no longer ; and I shall with- 
out delay apply- to your brother for the reimbursement which I 
have so long been entitled to expect. My friend, who will de- 
liver ^his to you, is not acquainted with the contents, bat will 
forward any thing you may have to write in return. 

* Speculation in StDoks.' 
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Bio. IM. 

A Letter from J. Codman ta Caspar Vogkt. 

Boston^ Jan. 3(^, l?9ft> 
Caipar Voort, Hamburo< 

Sib, — I pray you to forward the encloi^ed ander cover ba di-' 
rected. My brother has doubtless informed you of the dissolution of 
our copartnership mnce 1 st May last. / reqnest yocr to take note 
of the saine, and to forward me copies of cUl your transactions 
with the late house of John ic Richard Codman, as also- of present 
dependencies, if any^ as some charges appear a^iitst you in fheir 
books for yonr drafts on London, which require elucidation, * 
* * An abstract of aU your accounts' with the late house is ez' 
tremely desirable. JOHN CODMAIf . 

No. 194. 

Extract from a Letter of X Codman ta Messrs. Rucker t^ Wori^ 



BoBTONf Jan. 20chr 1799. 
Messrs. Rucker db Wortmahn. 

Gentu&hen, — My brother has doubtless informed you of the dis^ 
solution of our copartnership on the 1st of May fast ; which you 
will please to notice. • * * I will be much obliged to you to fbr-^ 
ward me abstracts of all the aecounts jovt hiive had with the late 
house of John & Richard Codman, as some charges stand againsC 
you in their books for your drafts on London> which want ezpla^ 
noHon. Tours, J. CODMAN* 

no. X9S. 

A Letter from J, Codman to It. Codnutn^ 

Boston^ 20th Feb., 17d9. 

Mt Dear Brother,-^! have already written you. a long letter 
fo go by Mr. Tudor^ This evening Captain Deblois called upoa 
me, and has given me many particulars respecting you, but none 
of any solidity. He came in a vessel, Joseph Woodward loadecf 
with wines, brandies, dtc. (a valuable cargo) as far a» West In^ 
dies ; from thence he came here in another vessel. How is it 
that Joseph Woodward can, and has managed so large a prop^ 
erty t He scarcely carried little or nothing out with him ; hi» 
English prize goods must have done yery well here, and so will 
these perDeblois. 

Pray, my dear Richard, sell what you have in Drance at once^ 
Suppose you get but half, or even a quarter of what you expect^ — 
that in use here will soon produce as much as if you realize what 
you expect in France, which expectation too, is precarious and 
attended with delay, — remend}er that by keeping mt fundsy you 
throw ME out of business here entirely ; for I am determined to do 
no more business on credit, i. e. I will be out of debt, and for thia 
purpose I have come to a finish, aiid am moving out of town, 
bidding adieu to Boston, as an inhabitant, at Least for the present 
year. 
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The vessel 1 was about bujing from Cbapinan» Willing and 
¥*ranci8 bought, and she is now a£>ut sailing for Canton. She is 
640 tons, and carries 20 guns, this ship wUl make more in one 
Vojage, than jou have made in France, abtent from your con* 
nections, these six years past ; pray then sell tthat you have^ be it 
what it toilU for the most it will now ^'w» ond get the funds here. 

You will see by an account current Tudor will show you, th^t 
I have kept up an account with you as with a stranger to our 
late firm, and this is the only way our books can be kept regular. 
You should have always kept at this plan^ and furnished regular 
sales and items^ and furnished your accounts against the house as a 
stranger would, Tou witt observe I have received no account sales 
^f tlu several cargoes Umded at Jflavre^ nor qf the remnant of goods 
left at Dunkirk by the Catharine^ Cqfyn^ nor of coffee at SordeauXf 
by Minerva, Clement. ^ These seve^ral shipments cost here, aboi^t 
9165^000 ; and as they all sold to great advantage, they no doubt 
neated 9250,000, which, taken for granted, will leave a balance in 
your hands of $117,000! This is only a calculation, which if 
you will take the trouble to run over you will see into. I sus- 
pect> when you get this you will know pretty near haw you and 
myself stand, i ou vrill know, — ^if my shipments per Minerva, 
Superb, and Mahala, Windsor, arrived safe, and if so, how Bar- 
ings^ account will stand; you will know too, respecting the 
d?l6,000 you promised ; and if that is remitted, and if these ship- 
ments go safe, I shall receive from them enough to pay up all 
here, to replace the bank shares,^ and thus be put in the situation, 
or thereabout, where we set out eight years ago.i Then if any 
thing remains with you it will be clear. I long to hear from you. 
Since you saw the President's last speech, I am afraid you will 
so build on expectation of peace, that you will delay putting my 
wish in execution, which is to sell and retire directljf. At any 
rate, as I acknowledge your prudence and good judgment and 
shall never repine, or reproach you, should the worst happen to 
you,— -(for 1 know your goodness,) — I say, at any rate, if you do 
not think proper to comply with my wish in whole, do it in part, 
and send me particular word by Tudor, of all your property and 
prospects, and of what you fixedly determine upon, unalterably ; 
and be entreated, be persuaded to come home yourself s^on. I 
value not the sacrifice ; I nm not send my cargoes to Francr, 
TO INVEST THEM there; in short, I should be willing to make 
any exertion to wind up your French concerns ; not that I think 
the danger of a rupture between the two countries greater than I 

* That IB, Sham in the United SUtea Bank, the private property of John 
Codman, and by him loaned to the house of John and Richard Codinan. See 
the early part of the Correspondence. 

t By inspection of the Aoeoants of John and Richard Codman as finally 
■etUed, it will be seen that this turned out to be the fact, and that all John 
Codman s share of the profits was absorbed in the debt which Richard Cod- 
man owed him in consequence of a misappropriation of the joint funds in pri- 
rate ■peculations' This debt, exceeding $50,000, was neyer paid to John 
Codman or to his estate. Consequently all the pro^rty which John Codmaa 
left at his decease, was aoqnired by himself in bia sc*parate business tefitve 
and aiter, bat tnMtly ti^fofb, thb term of tli« oopiriiidrtkit^' 
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hare thought it. I am in hopes, when the PVeiaident^s ipeech i§ 
seen, it will be appreciated as it deserves. He speaks the laiK 
guage of his conntrj ; and he is a tnie friend to its independence; 
There is no danger of our falling into the British arms. We 
shall soon be in a situation to command respect from nations 
(more than one or two) that have within onr remembrance taken 
advantage of onr wciULness ; at the same time I doubt not the 
love of peace will be so predominant in this countiy^ as always 
to show itself hj respecting the rights of others, while we clakn 
justice for ourselves. Bat I forbear politics. In this country 
then, tfrowing in respect, and flonrishing, even while crippled by 
its old acquaintances, let you and I reside. I know yon wish it ; 
but you must possess magnanimity enough to make 9ome saeri" 
fice to accomplish it ; I am sure you will not regret it hereafter^ 
All your firiends unite in best regards* Our sisters are still with 
me. Brother Stephen and family are just where you left thenk 
1 shall expect yen} to join us on thanksgiving day next, say 10th 
November : if I am disappointed, and am then alive, I will drinli 
a bumper to your health Adieu, my dear brother, 

y CODMAW. 

Consider what an immense undertaking.it iB,forv(m to seil ojf 
TOUR estates and to close tour accounts^ Sfe, in France^ smd to 
wind up to come away. I am aware of it ; but remember it w 
growing worse and worse, by every day's delay. It is not like 
selling a bale of goods, or a cargo of tobacco ; but it must be 
undertaken, if you do not mean to make France your home.^ 
After all that I have said, you will consider seriously and judge* 
I have mentioned some things to Tudor, to communicate to you 
in confidence. Ist, ray idea of your situation. 2nd, relative to 
our company concems^^ which he will explain to yo«.r 

I have not lately bad John and Thomas Amory's account from 
London f it is a key to explain perhaps some of the charges io 
Barings' account. Their (Amory's) account pretty nearly bal- 
anced on our books ; but James Prince tells me of many bills he 

bought of yon on them, that / do not know what to make of , 

hut if you have paid them, and paid every body else, and wiU remit 
the i^l6,000 to Barings, Ishedl he edfle to know how I stand, whicb 
you know was always a desirable thing to me, and must be to 
you. Let me entreat you on your part to realize their expecta- 
tions, so that if events, by and by, turn out uniavorable, wtiich I 
apprehend, and that you will risk it, do it with what remains, and 
have every thing squared, and settled, and every body paid. I 
am determined to acquit this object here, before I engage in any 
new thing whatever.t 

* The Qotettled coneemt of oar kts honm^-^Utfre is « marked distinetlon ; 
-^the writer speaks to Richard Codman ; 1 (^ ** ytmr sitaation/'— regsrdtiigr 
his separate enga^ienieiits'and proper^r ; 9. of ^mir Company ooncems," le- 
gstdift^ the unsettled bvtiness of tJw House. 

t Nothioff can be mere explieit than (fae hm^a^of this whole letter Sor 
show the dear Cue of demanationr, b«lweeiii.tht'partaenlup basiness of John 
atid Rlehsrd Codmaa^ wtiiebj while- that ustUi e i a iiip lastM, was confined in 
£t)r6pe to opetiliotti oMMeetM witk aiailttskf Shanbitft SMln^^y, sM 1t0 
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No. 196. 

JFVom Join Odman to Messrs. WittinL 

BMTONf 6tb June, I'TM. 
r» McMiB. W. 4i i. WHliak. 

Sinee wrtting, bare r e c ei v ed joar fa?or of Mareh llth, with 
eopy of the policy of Got. Bowdoin, whieb will get translated 
here : the abstract of the AhigrnVs aecmuU wiU he aeceptabk when 
eon?enient ; and pray you to support our claim on both acenta 
for the deficiency we may lose on her freight. J. GODMAN. 

No. isr. 

Extract from a L^er of J. Codman to Caspar Voght, 

Bos^ron, June lltb^ 179A. 
CHP«r Vogbt, Etq. 

SAv-*-Being still deprived of any of your aeeepcable favorst I 
he^ kaot to rtfar you to my several letters^ ackinng the dusohttkm 
of my copartnership with my brother^ and requesting from yoii 
eopies of all the accounts current, between your house, and Uiat 
of J. dc R. Godmany-'from the beginning, up to the tinw of your 
making up such accounts for my gOTernment; because in the 
account current I have received from London, both from Messrs. 
Barings and Messrs. Amory, I find frequent debits and credits 
for sums paid and received from you, which knowing nothing 
about, i am obliged to raise an account for you in our books, and 
this account wants liquidation. •••♦•• 

Kespeetftilly, yours, J. CODMAN. 

N0. 198. 

Bxtraci from a Letter of J. Codman to Messrs, Barings. 

Boston, 15tb June, 1799. 
• •••••• Since writing, have received 

yours of 8th April. With regard to the ^15,000, 1 notice your 
observation, that ^10,000 you only propose to credit J. & R. 
Codman at present, and leave the remainder tiO R. Codman ex- 
plains it. As it is a thing I know nothing cAout^ I can make no 
observatioos about it, except that, on consideration, you will 
allow interest upon the annual interest, to extinguish the sum of 
;fflO,000. I am confident, however, whatever may be the circum- 
stances, you will have it rectified. I am sorry any detention is 
demanded on account of the jf 5,000, as this is ne» arid unexpected 
to me. Your humble servant, J. CODMAN. 

•eparate bocineas of Richard Codmaa in Fnmce on hii own account, which 
eonsisted in hasardout and ipecnlatiye dealings in real estate and inscriptions 
to immense amoonts, in the midst of the fluctuations of the French Revolu- 
tion. And this letter, U wUl be also noted, was written Iqog before /ohn 
Codman was aware of the transactions between Eicbard Codman and Vans, on 
which his claim is founded, and which transactions were not begun until long 
after notice of the dissolution. See No. 130. 
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No. 139. 

Extracts from a Letter of J, Codman ta Messr9. Barings tf Co^ 

Boston, 21st June, 1799. 
^ * * * I am Qow sending her [the Abigail] to Jametf 
River, Virginia, to load tobacco for Bremen, consigned to Fred* 
eric Delius, where on arrival the ^bip'is to be left with bim as 
well a» the cargo ; having sold said vessel to bis brother at thia 
place, Everhard Delius, deliverable at Bremen, so that she goes 
out far my risk and for my account i and the object of getting rid 
of this unfdrtunate ship is my inducement to undertake the 
vojage. I have sold her for <£2,250 sterling in bills on London, 
at 3, 6 and 9 itaonths. The cargo will cost about j£9,000 sterling, 
which I shfell order into your hands. ♦ • • The affair of the 
5,000 pounds, which you do not yet pass to the credit of J. & R« 
Codman, is inexplicable to me ; and yet, like many other things that 
depend on the return of R, Codman (an event to he wished most 
anxiously^) must remain suspended. Having now disposed of all 
my navigation but the Minerva and Thetis, which I expect from 
Russia^ shall be. circumscribing my business as much and as fast 
as possible, and am therefore very desirous to see in. effect those 
remittances from France^ which I have been encouraged to expect 
I am sorry my brother should write so confidently, as he did to 
you respecting the 16,000 pounds, and accomplish so Uftle of tf * 
The consequence is, no one can put dependence on anythin|^ 
beforehand, which is a prodigious interruption to commercial 
arrangements, and checks me in the pursuit Ajf businesst which L 
could otherwise do to advantage. • • • 

Your most obedient servant, J. CODMAN* 

No. ISO. 

VJ* Letter from John Codman to Richard Codman^ in 
France, written immediately after an interview with 
William Vans in Boston, conveying to J. Codman 
the FIRST INFORMATION of the busincss transactions 
between R. Codman and said Vans, on which the lot-- 
ter founds his pretended claim. 

Boston, July 24, 1799. 
My drar Brother : Yesterday a gentleman, (say James Prince) 
very secretly informed me Mr, Vans was in town, and that he had 
some important business to. communicate to me from you; which 
I would learn by calling on him, at a certain place to which hr 
had retired in town, to avoid such creditors, or their agents, as 
might cause him trouble, I instantly went, in hopes either of a 
letter from you, or some remittances from you, or at least some in- 
formation, consoling to me in the anxious state of mind I have 
been in concerning tou and tour chairs. To my astonishment, 
through the locks and retreats by which I was admitted, I found 
Mr. Vans possessed of letters of unbounded confidence and guar- 
antee/rom you for four thousand pounds sterling ; with a letter to 
me, desiring me to furnish him the money on his bills. I could 
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not easily veil my mortification ; and, seeing the rbk you n]n» to 
trust a man of his embarrassments with such papers, I was aston* 
ished, and freely told Mr. V. my concern, lest, being arrested bj 
his creditors, which ^'as to be expected, he might be tempted to 
draw, to extricate himself, and make use of tour guarantee*^' 
Although I have every reason to think Mr. V.* would scorn an 
unworthy act or improper use of those papers, yet necessity has 
no restraints, and the facility with which we reconcile ourseltes 
to such things, was not out of my mind ; particularly as already 
he asserted tou owed him ^^,000 sterling for inscriptions lent, and 
mortgages, and other securities of his, sufficient to cover all this 
credit, even i£ he should mske use of it. Alarmed at this appear* 
ance, I requested he would give me up the papers ; which he did 
on my promising to negotiate >iis bill on Voght/or tour account, 
for i^lCfO sterling to pay his expenses, if he had occasion ; and I 
think you are very fortunate that these papers are now in my 
hands. I have no doubt a cargo of tobaccot would answer, (not- 
withstanding bills on Voght would i.ot bring over 15 per cent, un- 
der par,) provided you could get it into France^ hut times are too 
precarious. I am loading the Abigail in Virginia, for Bremen, 
with tobacco on my own account, from James river. I li&ve sold 
her after she arrives there^ for i£2,250 sterling, and ordered the 
proceeds of her and her cargo remitted to Barings. This will 
finish her. The Commerce has been sold a long time. I have 
now only the Minerva and Thetis, which I expect from Russia, 
and intend to sell one or both of them ; for I cannot do any more 
business while tou keep the funds in France, The bills you drew 
on me last year, to Prince and others, have distressed me beyond 
measure, as I owe for them now, and heavy sums besides at the 
different banks. Indeed I have been distressed for funds ever 
since you went from here, in hopes from time to time to he relieved 
hy you, insteaa of which you have jiUed me with new demands and 
drafts ; and by what I can learn from Messrs. Barings, to whom 
you promised i£l6,000 a long time ago, they get nothing of it, 
and, on the contrary, that you have already taken up $12,000 of 
Cremer out of my shipment per Tudor, which I had promised 
them without deduction. How is it possible I can go on so ? — 
No, I cannot. IwiU sell all I have, mid pay what I owe, and quit 
business and town altogether, until these inexplicable things are im- 
riddled, I am daily expecting to see Tudor. He must tell me 
some particulars; I beg for Heaven's sake, that you would send 
me your account with brother Stephen, that I may settle with him 
for ;?1,500 sterling Barings charge us, and for ^*2,900 and odd 
somebody paid Fletcher's bills with— our money. How many 
times I have asked this, and you promised me under your own 
hand writing that you would send it, and never noticed it after- 
wards ? I have sent to Hamburg, and got Voght's, and Rucker 
6l Wortmann's accounts, hut they are in a great measure inexplu- 

* See John Codman*s leitten written afWr his ybit to France in 1800, for 
the opinion which he formed of Mr. Vane* chBracter upon further acquaintance. 

f This was the subject of the joist specalation entered into by Richard Cod- 
man and Vane. 

12 
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cable to nUf and tnff remain so vnHl you come home. I hope it will 
not be long before a general peace will tranqaillize the world, for 
I see it wiU be next to impossible for you to return until then.— • 
Indeed I think, since you have staid so long% and have got so much 
dependent on the eventy it will be as well for jou to stajr, at least un-^ 
til some favorable opportunity occurs to enable you to sell. All £ 
ask is, — and that I must dweU upon, — that you would not engage 
in any new business whatever, by no manner of means; but be 
selling, and collecting, and winding off, and of course remitting to 
Barings, It was therefore with extreme regret that I saw you 
engaging in a new speculation with .Vans. You will never re- 
turn, if you do not stop. And if you engage with him, you wiU 
with others, and so on ad infinitum, I could do more business 
here, but I will not, and be in debt. I will not owe. I have 
owed so long, and been so distressed, and paid so much interest 
money, that / amjixed and determined to pay what J owe^ if it 
takes all I haoe^ if I sell the house over my head, and live upon 
the farm ; and if you will assist me, well ;* if not, you must do as 
you please ; for I will see no company, and spend as little as I 
can help, until I can accomplish this desirable end. We have 
gone too much into credit. iTou will be astonished, when you 
come home, to see the interest money we have paid ; but if we 
are prudent, we shall yet do well, and, notwithstanding all I have 
said, I don't doub^ your prudence and consideration in general. — 
Your personal aid I wish, when it can be had ;t this is natural ; 
for no calculation can reach the mischiefs we have experienced 
by being so long separated. Adieu. 

John, who is at college, and Charles, who is preparing for it, 
stand near me, and desire their love to their uncle Richard, of 
whom they have so often heard, and so well remember, that they 
anticipate the joy of some time seeing you again. Again, adieu. 

I believe I have mentioned to you that I commenced an amica- 
ble suit with Swan for the balance due me on his bill on Mur- 
dock protested, he gave Higginsbn as bail, of whom I shall finally 
recover. This balance is now at $1,500, and so much better is 
it for me to receive this money here than in Europe, that I can 
buy bills on London with it at 1^^ per cent, under par. Hig- 
ginson's counsel has put it off in court from time to time, by as- 
serting by his direction, that Swan has made an arrangement 
with you, or paid you, and thus got it continued. What I wish 
is»^ — and Rufus Amory recommends it, — ^your attestation before a 
magistrate^ that no payment whatever has been made you by 
Swan, or any one else, on said bill. Be so kind to me, as to send 
me this document without delay. I will write to Frederick De- 
lius of Bremen, to whom the Abigail goes consigned, and tell him 
that nothing must interrupt the proceeds of vessel and cargo go- 
in|{ to Barings ; yet as this vessel will immediately become Bre- 
men property, she might perhaps be employed by Atm, as he buys 
her, in conveying tobacco to France ; when if you wish to pur- 

* In paying off the debts of the late Hoofe. 

t In oloiung the concerns of our late Home, and adjuating oar matoal ae- 
counts. 
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cliase anj of the cargo, and can pay him for it to his sotisfactioti, 
so thai the remittance may still go on to Barings^ I have no objec- 
tion ;* but 1 rather wish jou to decline all business whatever, and 
in no event to interrupt the funds* appropriate destination* 

J. CODMAN. 



CorrespondeDce between William Vans and John Cod' 
man at Boston, and sundry documents connected 
therewith. 

TKo. 181. 

Letter from Wm. Vans^ at Boston^ to John Codman^ at Boston* 
To John Codmaii, Esq. 

Dbar Sir : Permit me to remind jtou of the promise jou made 
me on Sunday, when I gave jon the letter of eredit I had on yon 
from your brother Riduardj as well as those on South Garoliiia, 
Virginia, Philadelphia, and New York, with the letter of guaran* 
tee. A receipt for these papers, particularly described, is neces- 
sary to enable me to receive back the property I have made over 
to your hrothtr^ as guarantee for the moneys you should advance 
me. You will please also state to me in a letter your reasons for 
making the request of those papers, and the condition I gave them 
to ycni. This will satisfy your brother that it is no fault of mine, 
that the business was not done, for which I came to America. 

Mr. James Prince will deliver you this letter, and receive the 
papers, as stated above. The hundred pounds sterliuK I will 
draw on you for, tn case I should want it^ which you will please 
pay, agreeable to your promise. I am, with esteem, 

July 23, 1799. WM. VANS. 

No. 189. 

Letter from John Codman^ at Boston^ to Wm, Vans^ at Boston. 

Boston, July 24, 1799. 
Mr. William Vans, 

Dear Sir : I have received from vour hands my brother Rich- 
ard^s letter to me, and also his two letters to you, one of which is 
a letter of guarantee to yourself, also his letters to Wm. Codman, 
Jas. Anthony dt Son, Hooe &l Harrison, and Robert Hazelhurst 
^ Co., concerning a purchase of tobacco, and your drawing up- 
on Hamburg for its cost, which speculation I have advised you to 
desist from ; and as to thb credit upon me, I have also total- 
ly DECLINED UNDERTAKING THIS BU8iNEss.t His letters are dated 
15th January, 1799. 

Sir, your humble servant, J. CODMAN. 

* Can any thing be more inoonsiitent than this, with the supposition of a 
eontuming partnerahip. John Codman aays I have sent a cargo of tobacco to 
Bremen on my own acoonnt; — if mj oonaignee there ohooees to aend it to 
France, and yocr (since you seem desirous of speculating in tobacco) have a 
mind to buy it, I have no objection, provided vou can pay for it to my oon- 
aignee, so that he may remit the fimds occormng to my orders. 

t If Richard Codman had been a copartner with John Codman at the tine 
he wrote the letter, John Codman cmdd noi have refused the credit. 
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In conseqaence of my brother's ktter of guarantee in powrfiwarf 
t have agreed to endorse your bill for ^100 sterling, on Caspar 
Voght of Hamburg, /or account of Richard Cocfoumi payable in 
London, or to give you the money for the same, at the current 
exchange. But as times are, and my brother situated where he is, 
I think it would be the extreme of imprudence to engage in any 
thing of magnitude on his or your account. 

Youm, J.GODMAN. 

IVo. 133. 

BILL OF EXCHANGE. 

Boston, Mass. August 29th, 1799. 
Exchange for ;^iOO Sterling. 
At thirty days' sight of this First of Exchange, Second of the 
same tenor and date not paid, pay to John Codman, Esq., or or* 
der, one hundred pounds sterling. Value received, and charge 
the same, with or without further advice, to account of Richard 
Codman.* 

Your humble servant, Wm« VANS« 

To Ctspar Voght, Eiq., Merchaxrt, Hamburg, (PmyahU in Londim^) 

INDORSEMENTS ON THE SAME. 

Value received, pay the within to Nath'l Balch & Co., or order* 

JOHN CODMAN. 

Pay the contents to Messrs. R. Borradaiie & Co., or order, yaK 
ue in account. NATH'L BALCH & CO. 

Messrs, John S^ Francis Baring 4* (^' rf London^ are requested^ 
in ease ofneed^ to honor this bill for my account^ andto forward one 
oftht biUs, with protest i to Mr, Richard Codman. 

JOHN CODMAN. 

IVo. 134. 

Protest of said Bill. 
On this day, the twenty-seventh of February, one thousand 
ei^t hundred, before me, Robert Robson, of London, Notary 
Public by royal authority, duly admitted and sworn, appeared 
Messrs. William and Richardson Borradaiie d& Co., merchants in 
this city of London, who, producing unto me the original Bill of 
Exchange, drawn upou Caspar Voght, Esq. merchant, Hamburg, 
payable in London, whereof a true copy is here above written, 
required me, notary, to protest the said Bill of Exchange, for want 
of payment, the time therein limited being elapsed since the same 
appears to have been protested in Hamburg, for want of acceptance^ 
by the Notary, Heyn Wulborn, for Marthere is no particular 
place assigned in London for payment of the said Bill of Ex- 
change, and the said Messrs. William and Richardson Borradaiie 
& Co. having declared that they have not received any remittance 
or effects for the acquittance thereof: Therefore, I the said No- 

* A bill drawn by Mr. Vans^yaM^ to John Codman, and dkargtMc to Rich- 
ard Codman !->-Dici not Mr. Vana know that the copartnership hnd been di»- 
solved when he drew auoh a bill .^ 
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tary» at the request aforesaid, have protested^ and by these presents 
do solemnly protest^ as well against the drawer of the said Bill of 
Exchange, as against all othei's whom it may concern, for ex- 
change, re-exchange and all costs, charges^ damages and inter- 
ests suffered and to be suffered /or toon/ ofpayinen/ of the said 
Bill of Exchange : Done and protested in London, in presence 
of John Withers and William Shacklej, witnesses. 

And afterwards before me, the said Notary, Messrs. John d& 
Fran6is Baring &, Co., in Devonshire square, without this said 
tsity, declared that they will pay the said Bill of Exchange under 
ptotests^or honor and account of John Codman^ Esq, first endorser 
thereof, holding him, the said endorser, the drawer, and all oth- 
ers whom it may concern, always obliged UDto them, these decla- 
rants, for their reimbursements in due form : Done and passed 
<as aforesaid. Quod attestor^ 

lOs.ed. R:liOB80fi, Notary PMic. 

Received of Messrs. John &> Francis Baring dp Co. the sum of 
one hundred pounds sterling, amount of the said Bill of Exchange, 
end fifteen shillings sixpence, charges of protest, d&c. 

£IW I5s. 6d W.&lu BORRADAILE &, CO. 

London, 27th Feb. 1800. 

No. 19S. 

The Account of Messrs, Barings relative to said Bill. 
Account of return with protest, for non-acceptance, on payment 
T>f a Bin of Exchange, drawn by Wm. Vans, at Boston, the 29th 
August last, at 30 days sight, to the order of John Codman, Esq. 
on Caspar Voght, Esq. at Hamburg, and which we paid the 27th 
ult. for honor and account of the said John Codman, Esq. of Bos- 
ton. 

For the Principal, due 27th Feb. 1800, - - £100 00 
Protest for non-acceptance, non-payment, account 
ibr honor and duplicate Protest, - - - - 1 06 

Postage of letters,. - - - - - - 15 

Commission at } per cent^ * - - - 10 jO 

To the debit of John Codman, Esq. ;^102 110 

Errors Excepted, 
(Signed,) JOHN &, FRANCIS BARING 6c CO. 

London, 5th March, 1800. 



SUNDRY ORIGINAL LETTERS 

From Wm. Vans, Paris, to R. Codman, Paris. Serv- 
ing to show the nature of the intercourse between 
them, before the transaction on which Wm. Vans 
founds his claim. 

TIa. 1S6« 

JFVom Wm. Vans to Richard Codman. 
Dbae SiRy—* Will jou deliver the bearer the Champagne wine 
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jon promised to send me until 70U procured the qaajity I asked 

of you. With esteem , yours* &c. W. VANS, 

Remember you dine with me to day* 

12 Germinal, 5 yr. [Ist April, 1797.] 

]¥o. 1S7. 

IVwm Wm. Vms to R. Codmm. 

16th April, 1797. 
Dbar Sib,— Will you be so good as to lend me your saddle, tcr 
£0 to AbloDg to day, as mine is not yet mended. If you are not 
engaged, will yoo go with D»e there and dine to day, as Mrs. Vans 
and myself will be alone. With esteem, W. VANS. 

Sunday, 9 oVlock. 

No. 138. 

jFVom Wm. Vwns to R* Coduum, 

Paris, 4th May, 1797. 

Dear Sir,-->-As I am going out to Abk>ng, 1 will thank you to 
send me your final proposal this evening, respecting the house at 
Ablong. I must observe to you, that I sell it on the foUowing 
conditions, for to r«nain at Ablong, with my family until the fail, 
and to receive all the fruit and vegetaUes it may produce thia 
year. 

To deliver you the furniture in the saloon, dining room, and 
anti-chamber, in the same order and condition I bought it. The 
hot house, to be in glass, as I bought it,*— ten rooms furnished 
with beds, bedding, and furniture the same as I bought it. 

One jack-ass. 

The cow, and poultry 1 have bought nnce I have been there, 
as well as most of the kitchen furniture, aud whatever else we 
have put there, I shall take away. I therefore guarantee notbing^ 
more than mentioned above. I am, with respect, yours sincerely, 

W. VANS. 

No. 1S0. 

IVom Wm, Vans to Richard Codman. 

4th May, 1797. 
My dr^b Sir : 1 thank you for declining my offer, as I am 
pretty sure inscriptions will be at 20 within five days. Of course 
I must decline your present offer. With sincere esteem, 

WM. VANS. 
Will you and Mr. Lee do me the honor and pleasure to go to 
Ablong and dine with me tomorrow 1 If you will, let me know Sat- 
urday. . ^ • WM.VANS. 

No. 140. 

From Wm. Vcm to R. Codman. 

May, 1797. 
Dear Sir, — I am this moment going to Ablong, which place I 
am desirous to sell. Mr. Cutting has been on it, and Mr. Russell 
knows It welK IwUk jfou to muSk me tm ojfer/ar iif pay Me in t»- 
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scripHans. Ab I know joa so well, I wish 70a to pve ne a line 
to mj house at Rue Univeinitey as soon as 70U can, with jour 
final determination, as I know one word from you finishes a bar« 
gain. 

Ablongis patrimonial, and clear, and avcdy thing in good con- 
dition and order. Sincerely yours, W. VANS. 

Saturday, 2 o'clock. 

I called on you, but you was out of town. 

IVo. 141. 

From Wm. Vans to R. Codaum. 

Dear Sib, — I enclose you a draft on Bromfield and Boughton, 
for 3,200, which you was so good as to lend rae, for which accept 
ray sincere thanks. With esteem, W. VANS. 

Paris, 8 Messi. 5 yr. [26th June, 1797.] 

No. 149. 

From Wm. Vans to R. Codman. 

Paris, 6 Brumaire, 6 yr. [27th October, 1797.] 

Fribnd Codman. — I have received particular services from 
your brother in America, and yourself in Europe, which I always 
acknowledge with pleasure, and I flatter, my self the day will ar<- 
rive when I shall have the power to return them, but I hope you 
may never want them. 

Yesterday you was pleased to say that you would guarantee 
Higginson's bill, to amount 35,000 livres, on his father.^ Since 
then I have seen Mr. Leroy, who told me he had seen you, and 
that you declined to endorse Higginson's bills, and tola him, al- 
though you would not endorse, yet you would guarantee, but he 
did not think this the same thing. However, finally he said if you 
would endorse for 15,000 livres, he would arrange with me. Now 
my friend, if you wUi accommodate me with your name* for this 
aum, it will render me great service and save me at least 50,000 
livres in this- business. I have given Higginson Aill security, that 
in case it should be protested, that you should be no sufferer, and 
depend on it, my dear sir, I will never put my friend in a place 
of danger to serve my enemy. The sum is not large, and depend 
on my word and honour ^ let what wijl happen to me you can be no 
sufferer. Pray comply with my request, and confer an addition- 
al obligation on your friend, and humble servant, 

W. VANS. 

The bill for 4000 livres, has this moment been presented to me 
for payment, and I sent it to Recamier for payment, — ^wiU you 
please confirm the order t W. VANS. 

iVo.143. 

From Wm. Vans to R. Codman, 

10 Pluv. 6 yr. [Jan. 19, 1798.] 
Frisnd Codman,^ — In consequence pf your name being added to 

* Not tbe name of J. Se, It CodJnuui. 
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the bin, Bromfield has discounted it, and I hare ordered him to 
call on jou and pay you the 7,000 liyres jou was so good as to 
lend me. 

The other money lent I will do myself the pleasure to pay per* 
sonally this day. With sincere esteem, j^eurs, W. VANS. 

No. 144. 

JVom Wm. Vans to R. Codman, 

Dear Sir^ — ^Will you be so good as to oblige me with a thou* 

sand Itvres for a little time, for the enclosed note. Please also to 

say if you go to day to your country house, and at what hour you 

will call for me. With esteem and respect, your humble servant, 

W VANS 
Paris, Monday, 24 Pluv. 6 jt. [Feb. 12, 1798.] 

IVo. 14ff. 

From Wm. Vans to R. Codman. 

Frirnd Codman, — Can you lend me for a few days 600 livres 
to be. returned on demand. If you can, please send it me by raj 
servant the bearer. With esteem your friend, W. VANS. 

Paris, Tuesday, 23 Ventose, 6 yr. [March ISj 1798.] 

No. 146. 

From Wm. Vans to R. Codman. 

Friend Codman, — ^The 30th of this month I am to receive » 
few thousand livres, and shall then pay you the money 1 now owe 
you, in the mean time you will oblige me in paying the bearerr 
Mr. Gouvain, two hundred livres, which I give him for his pocket 
expenses to America, the family having done me the honor to 
make me cash keeper to him* Your compliance wiU oblige, with 
esteem, your friend, W. VANS. 

Paris, 19 Germinal, 6 yr. [8 April, 1798.] 

RBCBIPT FOR THE ABOVE. 

Recu de Mr. Codman, la somme de deux cents livres qu'il m'a 
compt6 ce jour. 

Paris, le 20 Germinal. Signed, G. GOUVAIN. 

No. 147. 

FVom Wim. Vans to R. Codman. 

Dear Sir, — I send you by the bearer 3090 livres, principal and 
interest for the 6000 livres lent, including the note I gave you yes- 
terday for 3000 livres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gouvain and daughter dines with me to day at 4 
o'clock, when we expect the pleasure of your company ; and be- 
lieve me, sincerely with esteem, your friend, W. VANS. 

Paris, 5 Bromaire, 6 yr. [26th Oct., 1798.] 
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ORIGIN OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN WM. VANS AND RICH- 
ARD CODMAN. 

Original Paper in the handwriting of Wm. Vans, with- 
out date, containing the outline of his contract with 
R. CoDMAN, as proposed by himaelf at the time. — 
Supposed to have been written at Paris between the 
1st and 16th of January, 1799. 

I¥o. 148. 

Mr. Codman will please write Mr. Vans a letter, and say to 
hitn that he may draw bills of exchange on Caspar Voght of Ham- 
bnrg, far his accmmi^ to amount of j£4,000 sCeriin;, which Ae will 
gaarantee to meet due honor. 

Mr. Codman will also write to one oriwoofhisfHende in GeoN 
gia, South Carolina and Virginia, and say to them, he has given 
Mr. Vans a credit on him to amount i£4,000 sterling, agreeable to 
his letter to Mr. Vans of such a date. 

Mr. Cedman will also say, thtit if any bonds are necessary to be 
given by Mr. Vans that the cargo ho ships will i(ot go to France, 
Mr. C. guarantees the bonds Mr. Vans may sign. 

If Mr. Vans should not be able to negotiate his bills on Europe, 
will Mr. Codman give Mr. Vans liberty to draw on Mr, J, Codman 
of Boston for ;^4,000 sterling, ordering him to redraw on Ham- 
burg, to pay himself^ and a letter to Mr. J. Codman to this effect ?* 

Mr. Vans understands that the business he now goes to America 
on, 15 to be for the joint account of R. Codman one half, and 
THE OTHER HAiF FOR ACCOUNT OF Wm. Vans, meaning Mr. Cod- 
man has an interest of ^,000 sterling, and Wm. Vans <£2,000 
sterling, the whole capital not to exceed for tkeirjoinf account 
^4,000 sterling.! 

To secure to Mr. Codman, in case of accident, the payment of 
the <£2,000 sterling, which Mr. Codman is to accept the bills Mr. 
Vans may draw on him, Mr. Vans has given to Mr. Codman a biU 
of sale of his two houses in the Rue Universite, No. 905 and 906 
at Paris, which houses are worth 200,000 livres, although sold to 
Mr. Codman for 25,000 livres, as mentioned in the act.( 

It being well understood that whenever Mr. Vans should repay 
the moneys Mr. Codman may pay for account of Mr. Vans, then 
Mr. Codman is to give a bill of sale to Mr. Vans of his two bouses 
in Rue Universite, No. 905 and 906, and to put Mr. Vans in full 
possession of them. 

* He asks for liberty to draw, not on the hntsa of J. & R. Codman, but on 
Mr. J. CoDMAir, who 18 to redraw, to pay himself. Did he not know, then, of 
the dissolution of the partnership between J. & R. Codman .' The news of it 
had been in Paris five months at least See evidence of the dissolution, No. 
77, dtc. 

t After this explicit declaration at the very origin of the transaction, with 
what face can Wm. Vans now pretend that he was dealing witli J. fy R. Cod- 
man, and relied on John Codman's credit ? 

t The transfer of the houses did not, in fiict, take place at the time or in the 
manner here contempUted/ It was understood that they were to be transfer- 
red ; and Mrs. Vans, to whom they belonged, transferred them after Mr. V. had 
sone to America. 

13 
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Mr. Oodman will giye Mr. Vans a receipt in full of all demands 
Mr. Deblois may have against Mr. Vans, and also say, in a letter 
to Mr. Vans, he will guarantee all claims made on Mr. Vans bj 
Mr. Swan and others for account of Deblois. 

Mr. Codnfian will also write to 'Deblois to deliver me the public 
paper he has in his hands belonging to Mr. Vans, which Mr. Cod- 
man also guarantees tbe delivery of to Van^ from Deblois* 

Mr. Vans will thank Mr. Codman to write Bourne and Mont- 
florence the state of his affair with Nott on account of Mr. Van» 
going to see Murray Vans the minister, and also give l¥m. Van» 
a credit on Bourne for his expenses while there* 

Settle my account and get a receipt from Mr. Codman, and a 
promise in writing to give back the land, if Deblois refiis^ to take 
it. If Deblois takes the land, to give Mr. Vanst the amount of the 
goods made over to Deblois at Lisbon* 



Letters of Credit and Guarantee from R. Codman, with 

which Wm. Van a left Paris for America* 

]¥o. 149* 

[original.} 
FVom R. Codmottf Paris^ to Wm. Vans^ Parts, 

Paris, 15th January, 1790- 

Mr. Wiinam Vaiw. 

My Dear SiRy — As yoa are bound to America on business i» 
which / am interested^ and maj there be in want of funds, Ikerelnf 
engage and bind myself to guarantee tbe acceptance of four billa 
on Mr. Caspar Voght of Hambarg, to the amount of four thous* 
and pounds sterling, payable in London. 

My friends in America are Robert Hazelhurst d& Co., Charles* 
ton. South Carolina, Hooe Sl Harrison, Alexandria, Virginta, 
Joseph Anthony d& Son, Philadelphia, and William Codman, New 
York. These gentlemen may be assured that your bills drawn aa 
above mentioned, will meet due honor from Mr. Caspar Voght 
for my account ^ and this letter, left with either of them, may be 
considered as a complete guarantee on my pari ta the amount of 
the above mentioned sum of four thousand pounds sterling. I 
am very sincerely, your friend and obedient servant, 

R. CODMAN. 

NTo. ISO. 

[original.] 
IVom A. Codman^ PtariSf to R, Haxe&urst Sf Co. South Carolina. 

Paris, I5th January, 1799. 
Menrs. Robert Hazelhurst & Co., Charleston, Sooth Carolina. 

Dear Sirs, — Tliis letter will be handed you by my particular 
friend Mr. Wm. Vans of Boston, who has been some time resident 
in Paris, he now goes to Amsterdam for the purpose of embarking 
for America, and proposes transacting some business there in 
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which I am interested, and for the completioii of which IhaVe au- 
thorised him to draw on Europe to the amount of four thousand 
pounds sterling, which guarantee is contained in a letter addres- 
sed to him under this date. 

I have heen for a long time in the habits of intimacy with Mr. 
Wm. Vans, and in ail his transactions with me, have found him 
a man of honor and punctuality. I shall of course be flattered 
by your rendering him any services that may depend on you. AU 
civilities and attentions paid this gentleman, will be gratefully ac- 
knowledged by^ sirs, your obedient humble servant, 

R. CODMAN. 

[The letter to Hooe & Harrison, and Anthony d& Son, are pre- 
cise^ similar to the foregoing.] 

IVo. 151. 

[original.] 
tVom jR. Codnuuit Paris^ to Wnu Vans^ Paris. 

Paris, 15th January, 1799. 
Mr. William Vans. 

Dear Sir, — In my letter to you of this date, I have authorised 
you to draw od Europe for four thousand pounds sterling. And 
as it may so happen that you cannot negociate your bills on Eu- 
rope readily, in such case, you are hereby authorised to draw on 
Jfr. J. Codman of Boston,^ my account ^ who will have orders 
from me to accept your bills to the amount of 930,000, upon your 
forwarding to him (at the same time you forward your letter of 
advice,) the letter above alluded to, which guarantees your draft 
on Europe. I am with respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. CODMAN. 

Jio. 159 

[original.] 
From R. Codmany Paris, to Wm. Codman, Neat York. 

Paris, l'5th January, 1799. 
Mv Dear Brother,—*! have undertaken a concern with Mr. 
Tans to purcfanse sundry merchandiee in America to the amount 
of four thousand pounds sterling, and he goes in a few days to 
Amsterdam for the purpose of embarking^ I have addressed him 
« letter under this date, nuthorising htm to draw for the amount 
of said merchandize on Caspar Voght of Hamburg, Co the extent 
of four thousand pounds, and in the letter have mentioned the 
names of our correspondents in several of the principal places in 
America. Iwish you, so soon as you shall hear of his arrival in 
America, to write him, offering him your services, and inquire if he 
finds any difficulty in executing this business, and if so, that you 
are ready to assist him, particularly in disposing of his bills to the 
amount of <£4,000 sterling. I do not imagin<$ that there will be 
any difficulty, because if he (iannot negociate on Europe, I have 
authorised him to draw on brother John, fpr twenty thousand dol- 
lars, provided he forwards him the letter of guarantee for four 
thousand. Give Mr. Vans all the information you can. In so 
doing, you will oblige your brother,- R. CODMAN. 
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[ORieiNAL.] 

jFVom JR. Codman^ Paris^ to J. Codman^ BosfofU 

Paris, 15th January, 1799. 
Mr ]>£AR Brother, — I kane vndertaken a concern with Mr<^ 
Wn. Vans^ whom you know very welL The plan is for him to 
go to Charleston* South Carolina, and there purchase a load of 
tobacoq, and ship without delay for E(amburg, or Amsterdam, 
provided the price may be so low as not to occasion much risk 
for the payment. I have authorised him to draw on Caspar Voght 
of Hamburg to the amount of ;^4,000 sterling, a^d guaranteed 
his drafts to this amount, in a letter I have written him under this 
date. It is possible that he will not be able to pass his draft in 
South Carolina, owing to the convulsed state of public affairs. In 
that case / have authorised him to draw on you to the amount of 
$20,000 dollars, which it is understood that you should accept 
upon his forwarding to you, with his letter of advice, the letter of 
guarantee for the a4,()00. On reception of the paid letter of 
guarantee, you will please to accept his drafts to the aforesaid 
amount of twenty thousand dollars, and for your reimbursement^ 
draw on Caspar Voght of Hamburgh payable in London, and I wiU 
take care that the bills are acc^ted cmdpaid,* I am, dear brother, 
yours, affectionately, R. CODMAN. 



Letters from Wm- Vans to R. Codman, written on his 
way to America. 

No. 104. 

[original.] 
From Wm. Vans, Amsterdam, to R. Codman, Paris. 

Amstbrdam, 6th February, 1799. 
Mt Dear Sir, — I again address you from this city. Owing^ 
to the great cold, and great quantity of snow, it has been impos* 
siUe to stir out of doors. 

There is an American vessel arrived at Rotterdam, and I have 
wrote MesBFB. RoquiUe, Buildemacker & Co., to inform me when 
it would be probalile she would be ready to depart, and whether 
she would be detained by the ice. As soon as I have their an- 
swer I shall inform you of it. If I find a prof pect of her being 
able to depart soon, then I shall give up my journey to Hamburg* 
At any rate please direct your letters to Mr. Bourne, who will 

* Richard Cod man, instead of notifying John Codman, that be had made » 
contract with Vans for the joint account of John and Richard Codman^ 
(as he wonld, if snch had been the fact, and the partnership were still con- 
tinain^^ requests J. Codman to oooept Vans* bills on the ;»rtMl0 erodk of Rich* 
ard Catalan, and to droM fat reifiunirMewteiU, -Ricfaard Codman nndertakini^ 
that he Mhtnsld be reimbursed. Turn back, to No. ISl^i to Sm the maoner m 
which John Oodotao tceated this TO^^ueit. 
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forward them where I may be. Ako please plaee the liredit on 
Caspar Voght^ as requested in my last. 

If I can arrange with ymtr credit for a cargo of gin, and char* 
ter the ship at Rotterdam, and go direct to Charleston with it, 
should you like it 1 i mean not to call on jou for funds, until 
bills could be drawn from America for it. Give me jour opinion, 
and answer by return of post. 

I have received no letters ft'om you, since I left Paris, nor from 
Mrs. v., and this is my third letter to you, the contents of which 
I confirm, and pray your attention to. With esteem, jours, 

WM. VANS. 

IVo. Iffff. 

[original.] 

From Wm. Vans^ Hagnt^ to R. Codmanj Paris* 

Hague, 10th February, 1799. 
Mr Richard Codman. 

Dbar Sir,— ^I confess I am a little mortified to be from Paris 
eighteen days, without receiving a line from you. Finding every 
thing froze up at Rotterdam, Amsterdam, and Hamburg, and not 
the least appearance of «ny vessels going from those places to 
America until March or April, I have come to this city with a 
view of putting myself in order to return to Paris ; but before I 
take this step, i wish you to inform me if you have any news of 
your Mgj* and where she nOw is. If in France, it will be much 
for my interest to take passage in her for America, and abundance 
of time will be saved by this route. I confirm my several letters 
I have wrote you, and wish you to answer me fully, if you ap- 
prove of my taking a cargo of gin to Charleston, if a vessel can 
be chartered. 1 return in a day or two to Amsterdam, where 
I shall wait your answer, unless some vessel should offer for 
America. But at present the appearance makes it improbable. 
With respect, yours, WM. VANS. 

No. 1S6« 

[original.] 
From Wm. Vans^ Hague^ to JR. Codman^ Paris. 

Hague, 14th February, 1799. 

Dear Sir, — ^Your esteemed favor 20 Fluviose 1 have now be- 
fore me, and thank you for the contents. 

I am not surprised at the impudence of Nott in coming to your 
house, ader what he has said of you, and the many lies yqu have 
detected him in during the course of tny disputes with him, as I 

* These expressions, — " your credit," — ** your brig,"— show clearly that Mr. 
Vans well understood that Richard Codman at this time was doing bushiess on 
his own account. The vessel alluded to was a Bri(r called the Eliiabeth, 
owned by Richard Codman, jointly with some other persons in France. Rich- 
ard Codman's interest in her was aflerwards transferred to John Codman in 
part payment, and appears credited to Richard Codman, in their settlemeiK of 
aoccnmts at Faris, in Jaauary, 1801. 
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know him capable of doing the most dirty and low aedoitt when 
in adversity, and the most insolent rascal when in prosperitj. / 
know the mcoh ^od you must not be made to believe, that the ob- 
ject of his visit to you was a wish to settle^ with me. No^ sir, un^ 
der this appearance, he bad several olgects in view ; one i», to 
gain your confidence. But the grand object was to know where 
I was gone, and what about, thai he miglU be abk to embarra$s me 
with the judgment he has against mc^* 

/ therefore j^ay you, as you value the success of our presetti «»• 
dertakingi to be on your guard how you commumcate my being im 
Holland and my future intentions ;for should they be known, I might 
by such a villain as Nott be put to trouble, therefore pray carry the 
idea that I am gone or going to the East Indies^ H — ^ here has 
been pumping, but to no effect. 

I do not find in your letter that Nott has made any offer to set^ 
tie, only the old one of giving up the present note now dile for the 
note of Ashmore, which I do not owe, and altho' he speaks much 
of his Judgment, which I have appealed from, and which be 
knows and you know I shall do away, as soon as I bring on the 
trial with the papers I expect from England — as therefore my af- 
fairs are now arranged, I am determined to make no more offera 
for arranging witli Nott and all I have hitherto done I consider 
null and void, and shall never repeat them. I have Nott's notes 
for cash Unt to amount £S,WO sterling! with interest thereon may 
amount to 80 or 90,000 as we calculate the interest. One. of these 
notes is now due, and must be paid, but if Mr., Nott says he b not 
able to pay them, then let him come forward with proposalsi and 
whenever his proposals meet mine, and are such as an honest 
man ought to accept, 1 will accept them. This is all the offer I 
ever shall make or say on the subject. 

Therefore if he has any offer to make, let it be in writing, and 
clear ; this prevents lying and misunderstandings. I am there* 
fore disposed to keep the case open in this way, and will thank 
you. for your assistance in this business. 

In the mean time I pray you to push the business, and do the 
needful as requested by Mr. Hombergs, and also get all the infor- 
mation you can, so as to know where Nott*s property is, and 
when informed, please lay an opposition in the name of Sweed- 
eaux. 

I see with pleasure the President's Speech, and hear with pleas- 
ure that the Government of France is not displeased with it ; and 
I hope something will take place which will produce an adjustment 
between the two countries. 

Wm. Vans Murray and I are on exceeding good terms, and he 
lias treated me with respect and esteem, not as a stranger, but as 
a relation, which he claimed the second interview I had with him, 
altho* very formal and cold at first interview. But we have been . 
alone together, compared notes, and are now as friendly as rela- 
tions ought to be, and he is a great family man. He has offered 

*lt seems from this, that Mr. Van* hsd hit own reaaons for quitting Paria at 
thia time, and travelling imeog. 
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me his interest, which he assured me would be successfiil in get* 
ting anj consulship not already given an American I choose, and 
a private letter to Mr. Adams and the Secretary of State.* 

We spoke of my privateerings and he justified me when I told 
him the reason why I privateered, and that I had oerer heen con* 
cerned since Jay's treaty was ratified, nor been concerned in 
capturing Americans.t 

I found he had a very rang opinion of several Americans at 
Paris, which American travellers from Paris to the Hague had 
given him, and be assured I took care to give him the true charac- 
ter of those Americans he had seen here, who they were and what 
they had heen about^ which astonished him. I also hinted the great 
intimacy these people pretended to be in with him, and what they 
had said of his communications to them, which made him laugh, 
and I found he had fiilly answered his end and purpose. I found 
him a cunning fellow, and knows well his man. I am shure J. 

O thinks he is on friendly terms, and that he knows all M — 's 

secrets, and you would think so did you know them together ; 
but Murray and I alone together conversed all this business, and 
as a relative, which he was exceeding proud of, told me things I 
am not at liberty to repeat. 

I found him well acquainted with my character in America, 
and he paid me some compliments, und he has also heard me 
spoke of in Europe very favorable aqd also loudly to the contra^ 
which at one time staggered him a little, but the issue of my a^ 
fair with Nolt, the letter I had from Bourne, and above all my 
cowUenaneey gave the He to every thing which had been said in* 
jurious to my reputation. On the whole, I am well satisfied with 
my visit here. 

Both Murray and wife were sorry I did not bring my wife with 
me, as they wished to see her. 

I mean no compliment when I teH you he knows you well by 
reputation, and spoke of you with that respect which gave great 
pleasure ; he had got some wrong opinion of our friend Gutting, 
but I have put him right 

Two sheets of paper filled with my affairs and family, I think 
it is now time to say something of business. 

I wrote you that I thought a cargo of gin might be bought here 
on good terms for the Carolina market, and to- charter a vessel 
here for that purpose. Suppose then 1 should buy 200 pipes of 
gin, value say 2,600 sterling, and should be able to negotiate bills 
on yaar brother at Boston fur payment, ordering him to redraw on 
Hanburg to reimburse himself;^ — would this operation meet your 

* Mr. Vani states, in his pamphlets, that he held a Consul's commission all 
the time he was in France, from the year 1794. 

t It seems that Mr. Morraj had pounds of saspicion ftt least in these par- 
ticalars. 

t Instead of Richard Codman's credit as a foundation for the gin specula* 
tioh, he now asks, if he might not be furnished with bitU on John Codmanf at 
Boston, provision being mime for John 'Codman's reimbursement, by drafts on 
Hamburg. Did he not know, then, that Richard Codman's name was not 
John Codman's ? 
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approbalion snd would yon aanetion it 1 Please anewer me bjr 
return of prost. 

EverythtDg is ^vt up^here with this ice and God knows i^ien 
it will open. I confirm toy four last letters ind will thank jou 
to acknowledge the receipt of them. I have received no letter 
from yourself, since I left Paris. With esteem your friend, 

W. VANS. 

[original.] 
From WilHam Vdns^ Ha^y to R. Chdman^ Paris. 

Hague, ISth Feb. 1799. 

My Dkar Sir, — I have none of your favors since my last, but 
I have letters from Rotterdam, saying that the vessel 1 expected 
to charter demanded such an extravagant freight as to prevent 
my executing my intended plan of the gin for the present. 

The warm weather has lasted for some daySf and the iee begin* 
to move, but no vessels are ready for sailing ; but the moment an 
opportunity offers I shall embrace it, and inform you of it. 

As I may possibly sail before any arrangement can take place 
between me and iVidtt, I put on paper my full and final determin* 
ation respecting him, not as proposal to him, but as a direction 
to you. I again repeat to you, I do not owe Nott a shilling, and 
with regard to the judgment he has against me, it became null 
and void the moment I appealed. Therefore I owe him nothing* 
But if Nott will pay you cash for his note now due, amounting* 
with interest, say $28,000, I would then consent to receive t^ 
note of Ashmore, for which he has a judgment, in payment for 
the second note of Nott's, which will become due in December, 
1799, — provided Nott will write a letter to you and say he will 
also engage to pay his note due December, 1800, which is now 
in the hands of Captain Crombey. 

This is the only arrangement after mature deliberation 1 con- 
clude to take. And as 1 intend to bring on my suit in appeal as 
soon as the papers come from England, when I am skurtj from 
the declaration of Legarde, and from the justice of my cause 
to gain, and then be assured I will never consent to receive this 
note in payment. But to prevent expence and a further law 
suit, I consent to the foregoing offer without any change or cau* 
tion whatever. I have been able to get a clue to Nott's property, 
and I do not fear of being able, one day or other of getting hold 
of it. And as I have no expectation of ever getting him to do 
justice unless compelled by laws or sword,* and I know him to 
be such a liar as that no dependence can be placed on his word, 
I have no expectation of his acceding to my present declaration. 

* These threats of personal violence, which Mr. Vans learnt in the school 
of the French Revolution, are a favorite resort with him. It will be seen, in 
the sequel, that similaf menaces were used against Richard Codraan, in Paris, 
and have been used in America, against various members of the Codinan 
family. 



But I mUl than)!: yaa lo nqi;^$t of hiM abrairs to pirt in writing 
every tiung he has to offer ; thkB will piovent duip^tes aad doidet 
his lies. J will also observe tto you, that I believe I know where 
to plac^ Nott'fl notes iUi payaient at a loes of oJbout % per cent* 
on them, I am therefore fixed in my delerminalMHie. 

WM. VANS. 

IXo. 158. 

[original.] 
fVom WiWam Vans^ Hague^ to 12. Codmai^ Paris. 

HAouE,Mth Feb. 1799. 

My Dba.r Sib,— *-Again I address jou respecting mj affairs. I 
have received an open letter from Taney, sent under cover to his 
friend in Amsterdam, requesting me to take charge of a quantity 
of drugs and bring them with me to America* This is a long 
letter, and telling m^ how I should sel/ them in Charleston-— how 
the devil Taney should know I was bound to America, or even 
suppose it, I cannot imagine ; for I can truly say, I never toll my 
wife I was going ihere^ nor neter hinied it to any living soul, I 
hope in God's name you have taken care, and neither hinted it 
nor mentioned it to any person fivrng, for should it he known in 
London that I was bound tlute^ be astured your property would be 
in danger f as well as my person^ 

I think I have a clue from a certain gentieoiap where to get 
hold of Nott's property, and he advised md not to settle with him, 
unless Nott paid the cash for the first billet, for he was of opinion 
Nott was a rascal, and had given positite orders to the-lwo An- 
drews to have nothing to do with him, nor by any means to cover 
his property, for that there would be troubk and plague in the 
business. For this reason and others, I confirm ray request to 
you, respecting him in my letter 18th February. 

I go this moment for Amsterdam, from which place I shall 
write Mrs. V.— I am tired and fatigued to death tn doing noth** 
ing, and continually stretching my wite to find something to do.* 
With esteem, yours, W. VANS. 

]¥o. tS9. 

[ORIOIPTAfi.] 

From William Faai» Anssterdmst to Richard Codman, Paris. 

AsfsT£Ri>AH, February 96^ 1799. 
My Dbar Sra, — ^T^e two letters yon have wrote me aitd which 
I have already acknowledged; I wais yesterday with Bourne who 
told mo he was sure the port would not be Open in 20 daytf from 
this day, and that there was not in Amsterdam a vessel that 
could get away from America under at least six weeks. This 
information has finally determined me to set off this dav for 
Hamburg, agreeable to my former intention, and on the plan I 

* Hen followf an indecent illosidn, which is omittrd. 
14 



106 

eommanicated to jou in ray letter from the Hague of S9d instf 
which r pray you answer to. I have taken tip of Bourne 25 
lottis, and gave a ^bill on you for that sum ; this is all I haTe 
taken of £in since I have been here, and all I shall take ap. 
You will therefore please send me on the letter to Caspar Yoght 
of credit as before requested, under cover, to Bourne, who will 
forward it on to me. In haste, with esteem, your friend, 

WILUAM YANS. 

ivo. leo. 

[original.} 
FVom WiUiam Vans to Richard Cbdman, Paris. 

February 27, 1799. 
Dear Sir, — ^As I am on my way to Hamburg, I again repeat 
and pray you to send me on a letter of credit to Caspar Yoght a9 
soon as you receive this, as I have only sufficient money to carry 
me there, as I have only taken up 25 louis of ^ourne, as I have 
already wrote you. With esfteem, yours, WILLIAM VANS^ 

No. leu 

[oBfOINAL.} 

Fhm WiKetm VanSt Hamburgh to Richard Codman^ Peris^ 

Hamburg, 11th March, 1799. 

Dear Sir, — ^your esteemed favor 3d Yentose I have this mO' 
ment received at this city and note the contents. All of which I 
have before answered except the affair of Nott'jB, who j<m say 
got the judgment received against me at the court of srppeals the 
5th Nivose, and ask me if I had never heard of it. To this oh* 
servation I answer that I never heard of ft, nor knew it, and ai» 
much surprised at the information, as Chonx Legarde promised 
me faithfully to take care of the i^ir, and to acquaint me when^ 
ever the affair should be brought on ; however, its going by de- 
fault is no consequence until it has been tried, and I must request 
you Mrill call on Legarde and pray him to bring it to trial imne^ 
diately. The papers respecting this business are im my desk, 
mentioned particularly in the memorandum I left with you and 
Mrs. Yans. 

I must also pray your attention to my affair with Nott, to be 
tried at Yersailles, and pray Choux Legarde to bring it on, and 
have it settled as soon as you can. I also confirm my proposi* 
tion to Nott, agreeable to my letter dated 18th of February from 
the Hague to you. The river Elbe is open this day, it being the 
first time since the lOth of last December. There are several 
vessels bound to America ; one of which sails in four days for 
Salem. Bromfield goes in her ; whether I shall take passage ia 
her or not, I am not yet determined, as I do not ]ike to go so far 
to the northward — ^the voyage to the Isle of France — under 
Hamburg colors.* I can c^tain <£5,000 credit. This sum, with 

* Some new project which Vans had devised for a speculation in company 
with Richard Cfodman. 
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the 4M0 far yimrs,attdmy oceouji^, will make up the sum necet* 
•arj for the operetioiii and you may be aflsured that there is no 
voyage equal to one to thi« Island. Before the war the Ameri* 
cans used to send from 100 to ^50 vessels by year there, and 
since the war not one is gone» only about six from this city. 

I wait with impatience an answer to my letter from the Hague 
on this sul^ect, as the operation will commence the moment you 
give me leant to draw on your brother^ as there mentioned. 

You see I have many plans in view, and finally wish to hold 
fast to the best, and this last appears so to n^e, but your next 
letter will finally determine me either to go on to America, agree* 
able to the original plan, or to the Isle of France as now propos- 
ed, as you may choose. Accept my sincere thapks for your 
attentions to Mrs. Vans and my little ones, which I shall acknowl- 
edge with gratitude, and am with esteem, sincerely yours, 

WM. VANS. . 

In conversation I have had with Bromfield, he acknowledged 
to me that Skinner, Melville and Hinckly, had been all concern- 
ed in privateers, and had urged him also to be concerned, which 
he had always refused. Swan has also spoke to me of Deblois, 
who he says^sed him very ungenerously, having borrowed money 
of him at a time when he had not a shilling, and it appeared very 
hlack to him on the part of Deblois ; he cdso says my father did 
settle with Deblois some how or other, but he does not know 
how. I can only repeat to you what I have often said, that there 
IS something in this businese we do not know. 

No. 169. 

[original.] 
Prom WWioan Vans^ Hamburgh to R. Codman^ Paris. 

Hamburg, 15th March, 1709. 
My Dear SiR,-rFinally, after weighing every thing here, I 
«m at last determined to take mj passage in Capt. Ober with 
Bromfield, for New-York, as I see no prospect of any vessel's 

foing for the south parts of America under a month or two. 
laving said every tning to you respecting my own affairs at 
Paris in my memorandum given you, and in my several letters 
which I have wrote you, and which I again repeat and confirm, 
mnd which Tpray your attention to, I conclude with praying your 
attention to my family, and believe me sincerely your friend, 

WILLIAM VANS. 
I have already acknowledged the receipt of all your letters to 
me by date, but I have never received the letters and papers for 
your brother, respecting Deblois's affair, which you wrote me 
you should send on to me ; nor have you sent me the order to 
receive the Rhode-Island paper, lodged in the hands of Amory, 
— whether he will deliver it without your order I do not know. 1 
have given Mr. Voght orders to send all letters he receives for 
me back to you, and you will give them to Mrs. V. 

I have this moment received from Amsterdam your esteemed 
lavors.of 7 and 11 Ventose, and observe respecting Nott's going 
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teVersaiilesr I siippoM'to> imi>fgtie reipeeting tlKi appetof, but I 
hope' yen will be able to match htm. Rtiowing well your atten« 
tiona to all business entrusted to your care, and being parti<nilarl/ 
satisfied with your friendship and attention to my intferest, I can 
only agaki repeat my thanks, and beUeve me sincerely yours, 

WILLtAM VANS. 
You win not write me afliBT you feceive this letter, as it 19 
more than probable I shall be sailed. I find I can do nothing 
with Gabriel G<Hivain, as he is gating in bad company, and re« 
fiised to go to the Indies in a ^>od American' ship, which I pro« 
cured him, as he says he does not like the seal He intends re-* 
turning to France, but I have forbid Mrs. VaUtf taking him into 
my bouse. Qod bless and preserre you. 

No. i«a, 

[original.] 
/Vom WiUiam Faiu, Hamburg, to it. Codman^ Paris. 

HAMBimo, 5 April, 1799. 

My Dear Sir,*— Tour esteemed fkror 19th ftlereh I hnre thitf 
moment received. 1 observe that yon are astonished at my say- 
ing I had received only two letters from yoii« At the time 1 
wrote you that letter it was true, but since then and before that 
time I acknowledged the receipt of your letters by date ; you can 
therefore see if there has been any letters wrote by you which I 
have not acknowledged, for in that case be assumed I never re^ 
ceived them, and 1 am well satisfied that I have wrote you letter* 
which you have not received, although yon do not acknowledge 
my letters by date. In your letter of 19th instant, you say I 
wrote you respecting Noifs judgment by default ; this letter I 
acknowledged the receipt of by return of post, and at the same 
time told you I was surprised a judgment could be ffot against 
me, as Cfaouz Legarde had promised to take care of this busi* 
ness. I also requested you, at the same time, to desire Legarde 
to bring the affair to trial, and that all papers with the judgment 
was in my desk at Paris, wrote on it Ifott^s papers, in two bun- 
dles, among which was the judgment I got against him. 

I have already paid Legarde 700 lirres, for this affair, and you 
now say in your letter, shall I pay him the expenses on this afifair, 
which, he says, he shall soon call for, or what shall I do. In an- 
swer to this request I observe, that T supposed that as I had paid 
all expenses on this affair before I left Paris, and also gave Le- 
garde and his attorney 700 livres, I supposed that if a second 
pleading was necessary, that 700 livresvpaid the whole. But if 
It is otherwise, au4 1 am to pay again fbr his pleading the affkir, 
you must conform to necessity, and pay what he will ask for plead- 
ing it anew. - 

At the same time 1 see, with great pain, your next observation 
in this letter, which says, * I pray you to answer me, as it is a very 
disagreeabie business for me to have any thing to do with.* Permit 
me then to observe, that as to the ii^ury which Mr. Nott or hie 
rascabcandoineyOiit of his little circle of associates ut Paris, 
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I' care very htlle i^hether the (if air of the forgery* be pleaded or 
not, aiid I had mach rather that he should retain his judgment b^r 
default, than io give you tr'o^k iu an afair which you so pointedly 
say is so disagreeable fo^ ^ou to hace any things to do with. You 
next say, that I ask yoUr adrice respecting a voyage to China ; I 
believe I asked your advice respecting a voyage to the Isle 
of France, which could be {Performed in nine months, when a 
voyage to China would be sixteen moilths at least. However, my 
dear sir, I shall not deviate from our original plan» unless by your 
permission. 

Permit mb then to make to you the following observations.— 
When I left Paris, it was our intention to go to America, and 
there buy a cargo for 920,000, and draw on Hamburg for the 
funds in this voyage. We calculated a cargo of tobacco, sugar 
or crtfibe would be the object. But since I have been here there 
has several vessels arrived here from different parts of America, 
and it appears that all produce is higher there than here : for in- 
stance, tobacco, which was always sold for about I65. to 26s, per 
hundred, is now $13. Certainly a speculation in this article 
would be dangerous, and coffee and sugar are equally high. I 
therefore candidly confess to you I see a poor prospect in going 
to America* But I shall go notbwithstanding ; and if anything 
can be done I shall do it, but I prefer doing nothing than to doing 
bad business. Capt. Williams, for New York, and C. for Phila* 
delphia, told me they should be ready to sail by 24th March, 
but they are still here, and I hope they will sail in a day or two. — 
I shall take passage in the first. 

No vessel has left this port for America, except a vessel for Sa> 
lem, which sealed 33d March, and had not Williams told me he 
ahould sail immediately, I should have gone in her, although I did 
not like going so far North. 

As you find the business of Nott*s, respecUng the defamationif 
troublesome, I fear very much that my other business 1 have left 
to be settled with him will be equally troublesome to you, perhaps 
more so, and perhaps Mrs. Vans and family remaining ai your 
AoiiM may be also inconvenient ; the fact is, having read your let* 
ter the second time, and not wishing to give you any further 
trouble, I have two minds to return immediately to Paris, however 
I shall wait next post, and perhaps this business may be arranged, 

but I now write Mrs. Y by no means to rest in your house, if 

ahe finds you are in the least incommoded by it, as I can have no 
right to-oxpect you will incommode yourself for ray ease, nor do 
I- aak it or desire it ; so long as the convenience is mutual let it 

* Theae pamages throw Airther light upon the subject of Mr. Vans* secrei 
xaovements. It seems, by his own showinff, that he had a suit for defamation 
pending, and was charged, or in danger ofoeingoharsed, with » forgery ; and 
that Richard Godman considered the oare of his friend's affair a very disagree- 
able business to have any thing to do with. The Mr. Nott here spoken of is 
the same who was afterwards a well known merchant at New Orleans of the 
firm of Nott, \moty & Co. 

t See aote above. 
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remain 90 and no longer. I see also with great pain, tliat the vay^ 
age which 1 expected would hare been finished in four or Are 
months may ]ast, from mj detention here, perhaps seven months* 
In a word, mj friend, although I sincerely thank you for your 
friendship and confidence in giving me the credit, yet I confess I 
am very sorry I have taken it, and wish sincerely I had not left 
Paris, as nothing mortifies me so much as to give my friends 
trouble or business that is disagreeable to them. Depend on it I 
shall take no advantage of the confidence you have placed in me, 
and believe me, I am always the same. 

Your friend, WILLIAM VANS. 

I leave my letter to Mrs. Vans, and take the liberty to request 
you will please so far to assist Mrs. V— ^ — as you can without any 
great troubley and ycm will add to the obligation already conferred 
on your humble servant* W. V. 

I have already drawn on you in favor of Voght for 120 loiiis. 

IVo. 1114. 

A Letter from Wm. Vans at 8akm^ to R* Codman at Patis. 

Salem, 16th Nov., 1799. 

My Dear Sm,-^I have none of your favors since I left Ham* 
burg. I have wrote you by Mr. Bromfield, and stated to you 
that I had given up our voyage and the letters and papers, at the 
particular request of your brother J. Codman, in doing whichf I 
flatter myself I meet your approbation. I am now here in low, 
respecting some insurance on ship Mary's cargo, which was lost 
off Cadiz> to amount of jf 10,000, vfhich I ha»e every prospect i9 
recover. 

You would do me a favor to examine the Consul office at Brest, 
for a protest entered by Stephen Deblois, and Captain Hamt 
jointly or separately, on account of the French fteet bringing the 
ship Mary into Brest, in Jibiuary, Febmary, or March, 1795« If 
you could get me a copy of this protest, and send it me, you 
would render me a great favor. 

The only pretence set up by the underwriters is, that the ship 
broke bulk at Brest, which is not true, as you must rem<Jmber 
that Deblois refused to deliver any part of the cargo, on account 
of his obligation to deliver it to Waldo, and that the whole cargo 
went on to Cadiz, and was secured by your arbitration to Waldo, 
for the payment of what I owed him.* 

Permit me then to pray your attention to this protest, and to 
send it to me as soon as you can ; politics, prudence requires me 
to be silent upon. For other particulars, I refer you to my letter 
to Mrs. Vans, and pray the countenance of yocAr favor to her, and 
my family. And am, sincerely yours, W. VANS. 

N. B. — / drew on yout in favor of your brother ^ for ;f 100, which 
I hope you will duly honor , and which I shall pay and settle with you 

* The defence art up in tliis case was, that it was a frauduUnt eUumy Mr. 
Vans having been already paid by msarsrs in Hamburg /<?r this very loss ; and 
tkeiury so found. See Vans «. Fellowea, in the iecor£ of the 8. i. C, fiaaex, 
and the evidence on fik. 
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when toe meet. I shall draw no more bills on you, as I have, now 
Buffieient money for my expenses while I remain in this country, 
—since I left Hamburg, I have drawn on you for ;^100 sterling, 
and no more. 



Correspondence of John Codman about the time of his 
interview with Mr, Vans at Boston, in July, 1799, 
and thence to time of his own visit to Paris, in Oct. 
1800. 

IVo. 169* 

Letter from J. Codman to Thomas Theo. Cremer of Rotterdam. 

Boston, June 30th, 1799. 
Mr. ThoniM Theo. Cromer.^llottordam, 

Sir, — I have this day received by the same post, your letter of 
the 12th of April, directed to me, and copy of your letter to 
Messrs. J. & F. Barings St Co. of the 25th April, together with 
their answer. In the first you say you had refused my brother 
Mr. R. Codman, the credit he wished to draw from you the pro- 
ceeds of my shipment per Mahala, Winsor, because you had en- 
gaged th^ same to Messrs. Barings, agreeable to mj orders.— 
This I consider your acknowledgment not only of the receipt of 
my goods, but therewith of my orders (which were uneondttion^ 
atty) to hold the proceeds subject to the order of Messrs. Barings, 
and of them only and of your acceptance or engagement, to appro- 
priate the same accordingly, and I must insist on your Ailfilment 
thereof; for you had only to answer the request of Mr. Tudor, 
that you had already come under engagement for the proceeds, 
and would not alter the same, at least not without the consent of 
the gentlemen to whom it was engaged, who had a right to count 
upon the punctual fulfilment of your promise and engagements. 
I regret this untoward circumstance the more as it may lessen the 
confidence of mjr London friends ; which I value more than the 
amount in question ; and although it is the first time in concerns 
of great magnitude between us, that my arrangements ever failed 
taking effect, I am mortified that after so much care on my part, 
this derangement should have existed ; and I still look to you for 
the complete remittance of this shipment per a point into their 
hands. The reimbursement my brother promises you I have 
great reason to think he will perform at the time he afiizes ; his 
character is unblemished* and his means I hope are fully ade- 
quate to his arrangements ; hut the two transactions must he kept 
entirely distinct from each other j and as such I rely on your remit- 
ting Messrs. Barings the balance of said shipment, as though no 
draft had been passed on you by my brother, which remains for 
him to account foTy and not for me. I hope an early attention to 
this business will secure my future preference in concerns of your 
city. And I remain with respect, yours. See. J. CODMAN. 



T!f9. MM. 

Etiracifrom a kUer of John Cotbmm to Capiain HammmuL 

BotroK, 9th July, J799. 

* * * I recommend to jou the greatest Gsutton and watch- 
fulness in the managements of that part of the business that de- 
pends upon you. You will be, when at Bremen, much nearer to 
Mr. Toght than to Mr. Barings* You may therefore in any ififfi- 
culty ask his advice. But JF charg€ ffou in partfeuiar thai you see 
the inils you ^My rtmv^for the ship, $qty £2^200 tterUng, refniUed 
Messrs, Barings^ and he sure thai they meet with no other disposMon ; 
as you are accountable to me, and to me only as the sole owner of the 
shipi and you are not to be delayed in any of your operations by any 
orders but my own. • • • • J. CODMAN. 

No. 167. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Frederick DeUut of Bremen* 

Boston, July 24th, 1799. 

* • • • 0„ arrival you will dispose of the cargo to the 
best possible advantage, and remit my balance per a point to 
MessrSb J. fc. F* Barings &, Co. London, so aji to take op all de- 
pendencies and which you are to ht nothing internet. The en- 
closed to my brother, j^ease to forward. My partnership with 
him is dissolved, although my affection and regard for him con- 
tinues and he is deserving of all that confidence which I have ever 
placed in him. He has a large property as I understand in 
France of such a nature as will obtain great value in case of 
peace, but I am extremely anxious for its fate during present ex- 
igencies, — I find from accounts from that quarter, tobaccoes are 
greatly wanted there, and perhaps after the Abigail it unloaded 
and the cargo sold at Bremen^oa and he may do something be- 
tween your place and that. This is a new suggestion for your 
consideration, and perhaps he will write you upon it. At any 
rate you are not to consider me responsible or connected in any such 
speculation however well I may consider it may be brought about ; 
neither are you on any account whatever to sv^er any detention or 
interruption by my brother or any one else^ of my funds in your 
hands reaching the place of its appropriate deposit ; and the sooner 
the thing is done, the more agreeable and encouraging it will be 
to me. • • « • J. CODMAN. 

Extract from a Letter of /. Codman to Messrs. Barings. 

Boston, Sept. 26, 1709. 

* * * Your accountifi both teith me and the late house of J. 
&, R. Codman, have been received, and suitable entries to note 
them in conformity been attended to in the different books. * * * 
From some late accounts I have had from my brother, am in 
great hopes he will be able to do something effectual before long. 

J. CODMAN. 
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No. t9B. 

ftoBTOHf, IStb Nov. 1790» 
SiRy-^I have heard of your bekig tftke^ on f btir (Mu»a^ fVotft 
ftord^aui to Lfsboti, MkA b^Dg carried to Etiglnnd. I hare al- 
iready i^Tttteh Mtwt§. Baritigs, and eeM ibetii ttkj fefltMony re«- 
fie^thig ttiy pftfpeftty in your vedsel And «argo. I hope they will 
^MFedt its liberation) in wMcb ^aee, I fMnk ton bad better i^n 
the ctttp} in En^and, if peAtaitted, ^nd take H freHght fbr thte 
blaee, or 96a!i dr^setl^ here With ^e cargo entire. Bnt I would 
^ate ydii be govetned bjr thf#, ad in ^roiy thing cflme, by their afd- 
tid^. I pTeranie Mr. Tador H wHh fifh before thi« ; he ean, no 
doiAft, eetabli«b the fhcts I h^re declared, vJk. t%(U tseni JdM 
ihd 90 tecekie mg pfopertif im PraHee ma of ike k&nds «fn^ btoih&^ 
Jr&m wham he tinned this veisii ttnd catg9^ and that ilince trhieh 
tiine the^ hare both be^n mg vtaftity. I have on^ to add, that 
I i^^ With eAeeM^ ycMir Moet fatiMblo servant, 1. CODMAN. 

tif 1% 18 thought be«t to iell the eargo in tln^and, and it can be 
^rmitted, tet it be done by Messrs. Barings, ' and the pr^ceedf 
f facet In thdt kands^ 

Exiracifr&m a Lotet §/ / CWnon to A. Mari$^^ tkf^ 

Boti^M, Jan. 7^ ISOa 
^ ^ • •' For a long time I hear nothiag fW>nt mf 
lirother in France, but I have hopes events are concurring in his 
fitror* Setting him however a«idei| I think I have so remitted the 
iioase that all arrears are paid, and yon may be sure I long 
to see it in etTect done, which Cannot long remain now suspen^jk 
«d. • • * J.CODMAN. 

If0. fit. 

Ettradifrm a Ldtet tjf /. Codmwn to Messrs. Biirings* 

Boston, Jan. 16, 1800. 
^ ^ , * I learn nothing from Mr. "tudor or my brother for a 
long time. I pray you to follow up the latter with your €autio^- 
ary letterei and to tell him that I rely upon him to square the ac- 
count of J. ic R. Codraan. The precarious state of the political 
worid rendering navigation more faaasardous than pro6table just 
at this time, together with the tedious suspense I have been in re- 
garding my br^her^s qfairs^ and the large remittance I made you 
per Minerva, have induced me to sell that vessel, so that I have 
on hand now only the Thetis» * * J. CODMAN. 

A Lttterfrom /• Codmon to R. Codman. 

Boston, March 7, 1800. 
DnAR BaoTttBR,— I just heard of a vessel bound td Holland, 
and although it is a long time since I have written you or have 
received any letter from you, yet I have not forgotten my brother, 

is 
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my dear brother Richard. Can it be that we hare been parted 
seven years, daring which time circamstanoes have occurred too 
painful to recapitulate. And to this day I know as little about you 
and your affairs as the greatest strangtr I meet in the street. What 
in the name of common sense hasbecbaie of Mr. Tudor? H 
France possessed of a*!! opiate that stills the breath and freezes 
the pen of every one that visits it, oi; can he be deluded, like all 
others, to rest there, when he was sent purposely for a different 

{mrpose. Not only this, but his mission has been attended with 
OSS to me in every shape. The foolish undertaking has been 
adopted, to load the Eliza in the face and eyes of our laws, and 
in attempting a voyage inipossible to pursue : — 30,000, say thirty 
thousand guilders of my money, equal to twelve thousand deUara, 
has been put into France, where already the effect of my labors is 
enveloped^ which he knew and was sent to relieve and not to multy^ly, 
Alas 1 to repine is foolish — ^but where will this drama end ? and 
when wilt you returp to this your native country 1 Peace at least 
between this country and France I hope is near ; it is expected ; 
and in such an event a new source of trade will open, and if we 
could enjoy what we once did, it would be pleasing. I must re* 
quest you to endeavor to obtain me all the business and all the 
consignments that you can, and to return with the first opening.^ 
/ hope and pray you heme not touched any money of Swan, or on his 
account* Be entreated not to ; it is £u here^ and I shall be ex* 
tremely disappointed and chagrined if you do. What more can 
I say but to bid you adieu. J. CODMAN. 

Mo. ITS. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Messrs. Barings.. 

Boston, March 23, 1800. 
* * * You must be sensible of the remittances 1 have made 
you, independent of my brother, whan affairs continue yet involved 
in mystery. Things seem however to be operating in his fayor» I 
hope he may have made you some remittances ; but I am happy 
it) knowiQg, let what will happen to him and his prospects^ I am 
fully adequate to fulfil this and every other engagement I am un^ 
der, and that you shall constantly experience a pointed fulfilnKnt 
of my engagements. Yours, J. CODMAN". 

IVo. 174. 

A Letter from John Codman to Richard Codman. 

Boston, 31 March, 1800. 
DfeAR Brother, — I had a letter last evening, from Tudor, da- 
ted in London ; not a line from you. Indeed, from all acconnts^ 
connected with your conduct to me, I know not if ever I am to expect 
it more. 

* A. C. had Btill the power to collect debts due in Europe for butineM of the 
old house, and to give sufficient discharges ; and J. C. was apprehensive that he 
woul4 exercise that power, and use the money for his own purposes, as he had 
dther lands to « vast amount 
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mc/ and as much so thai you could take adooKtage of Tudor^ and 
toresi from him an ofder on Cnmer^ /<7r 30,000 guilders^ money sa^- 
vredly engaged to anoihery^^o propbrtt of tours, and which 
you HAB NO RIGHT TO CONTROL.* And that to this da^y noturitk' 
standing all y^ur promises, you have not returned. And when Tu- 
dor told 70U I should be astonishedv jou. replied, astonUhment 
would be only momentary. Cruel^ cruel, cruel! While I am try- 
ing to pajr the immense debts the company u»ere answerahlefor 
both here and in Europe^ you are staying in Paris, a place I will 
not attempt to describe for prudence sake, and wasting your timo 
tmd reputation, as well as incurring great expense to no purpose, I 
shall touch slightlj on your imprudent letters of credit to Wm. 
Vans, because from what is current here, and has been fur a long 
time, this is theftuitfid source of aU your misery. 

I have written you lately, by various opportunities, to inform 
you I had received pay of Swari, and beg you not to receive a 
penny from him, as I have appnopriated the amount in paying 
our debts, which is the great object I have now in view. Whid 
ohall I say to induce your return ? Could I write in tears, or in tears 
of blood from my heart, it would he insufident to express my feel' 
ings* Don't be mortified that your expectations are blasted, as to 
their brilliaint degree, but return, for heaven's sake return, and 
do this immediately. Sell tohat you haoe at once and he of; de- 
pend on it, it is the best chance you have. You used to be te- 
nacious of reputation \ — if all these feelings are not blunted, es- 
^ape, and do it immediately. Again I say, remit Cremer*s money^ 
<md do not touch 8wMs. I shcdl be ungovernable if you do, ■ 

Yours affectionately, J. CODMAN. 

I suppose you know thtit of the £15,000, Baring? only have 
^credited £10,000, saying you could explain the residue, which they 
Add not received. 

IVo. 175. 

A letter from J, Codman to Fki^derich DeUms of Bremen. 

Boston, 81 March, 1600» 
Hr. Fredbrxck Delius. 

Sir, — I have not yet beard of the arrival of the Abigail at Br»» 
men, but I daily expect it, and I hope soon after to see the ac- 
count sales, and to hear that reitaittances are made to the close of 
all my concerns under your care^ to Messrs. Barings. I observe 
you have had some correspondence with my brother. You un- 
doubtedly understand all my directions particularly expressed in 
my letter of July 24th, that my brother should not control any of 
my funds in your hands, or alter the disposition of the sales of 
my tobacco in Bremen, so that the proceeds should see any other 

* This wai part proceeds of a shipment made by J. C. after the dissolution, 
on his own account. Tador was the supercargo. The proceeds* were in Cre- 
mer's hands. Tudor had gone to Paris, and then suffered himself to be per- 
viM^ed bv Richard Codman to draw an order in his favor on Oremer, for 
90jm gtiildets. Seb Min Cdfliiiitn'i letter id Cikmkt «b fhia tfabfelst^ Kd. 105. 
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dettiimticis tkftn to MeMiv. Beringfek I anitefstaBd yfm git^ him 
thts reply, which is wcrM on several ao^unts^ In tie first plaotff 
how^T^r well the eargo might aeU in Fraaee, hf oult laws I eaiM 
not be coneemed directly or indireetlj in shipping it therer It 
therefore must be sold in Bremen. The purchaser nay do what 
he pleases wHh it, ^nd as to the AiIkIs getting into bis hands, 1 
have less and less eoafideacc^tn an^hing thsd goes into Franee^ 
€tnd pasiHvefy foHM yam poking a skilKng to kirn inthaitMj^f&f 
my aceauf^. I dread the loss cM^casioned by this lAipineDt, byf 
tAy confidentially on yoar ezertsons, for my interest— «nd ren^aiis 
your most humble senrant, J» CODIIAN*' 

wo> ire. 

Extract from a Lt^er tf /.. Q^timm <« Cqgimn Kfffhm HficMsm 

BesTQir, Stay 4, iaQO« 
^ ^ * I have gfven my divsetiaas f^ooeriMiii the employ 
of ^b^ ship Thetis to nq^ friei^ Messrs^r Jeliii and ^i^w»\a Baling 
tb Qo. * ^ If wtea yoa arrive there yisof ftmds are ingnfifian^ 
lor this piirp0ise» yen aqay ^iwv o« me ta eosoflete jour oarfo* 
uthieh is tabe uMiy mUft^lyf^ my ^egmtjmdriUu * * * 

J, copai AN. 

nro^ trr. 

E%tr^frfm^ «| Lfifkr 0/ J> C9^an ia Mesjsrs^ Boffr^s. 

NawYaaK»May»^180ar 
* ^ * I e^^pvct pQ wsy cetam |o Boston |o «ee Mr. Tudor*^^ 
His accounts by letter respecting my brother were not satisfectory 
to vf^f so that I had ohnost prepared to go myself to Europe to 
i^scextf^iQ the actual state of his eoneeras and tb bring his aSair» 
to some dose. This I shall deternkine 00 seeing Tador, who ia 
not yet arrived in the Minerva. * * J. CODMAN. 

ivoriirs. 

E%ira€t from ^ LeHeie of John Codman to Akxander Barings dtn 
UdJune5thrlSfiO. 
F. S« JvMJft iltb, I sail to-morrow morning in the., Gakn. 

lVo« 179U 

[COFT.) 

(Prom Jokn Codinan's Traveflhig Letter Book-l 
From J. Codman, m London to E. Lockyer. 

London^ 14th August, 1809. 
fisrwAaB LocKTsay £sa^ 

Dear Sir,— I arrived here last evening, — ^to my great aston^ 
bhaoent found, on application to my friends Sir J. dt F. Barings 
and Co., that the king's admiralty had relvsed to annul the bail 
bonds in the affi^ir of the Elizabeth, which I had compromised 
with you as ageat for the oapuirs at Plymoiitb. 



in 

As the matter now stencls I hardly know what stepi are proffer 
for me to take. If I am to go through a legal process to defend 
mj property* k may detain me in this country longer than the 
sum I sacr^ced to the object of despatch is worthi I can only re* 
peat what I have before done to you> that the Elisabeth* and her 
oargo are my own and sole property ,--«iliat they were so at the 
time of her oeipt«ie,'*^ail ^ey ireru pvedoced to me by Ainds 
coUected in F^aaoe from debts dne me,<^aBd that I hold a regu* 
lar bill of sale of the vessel, and regular invoice, and bill lading 
of the cargo, as much so in my opinion as any man can hold for 
property of this kind which he po soeiw es» I had no o^er way of 
oettiBg my property out of Friuneei and se far from this method 
beiai^ eontrerjr te^ ^ existing laws of the Vni;ted SuteB»-^I have 
the written opinion of the secretary of 'state of the United Statesi 
that it was allowable, and proper, and his request to the Ameri* 
ean minister in London, to use hie geod offiees to recover my 
property in thie veasek 

As to my being a citiJien of the Vivtod States no one will denyi 
as I have never seen any other country yntil the 12th day of June 
hist, and I have only to add, thM if any property of a citieen of a 
friendly nation ought to be secured to him, this ought to be re* 
epected* I must request you to interest yourself in this business 
that I may receive no longer detentaoa ; and am with best respects 
to Mrs. Lookyer, and your agreciable famOy, Yours, 

J. CODMAN. 

IVo. tS9. 

[copy.] 

[ttoBk i. Codnum's TraveUii^ l>ttsrJisok.] 

JBxiracifr^m a JUetter rfj. Codman^s to Messrs, Barings, 

London, October 1st, 1800. 
• • • • # With regard to the ;^15,000 which you ^» 
vised my late house, you^ould pass to their oredit, ;^lOtOO0 only 
of Whioh ie done, I must still conttmie to claim the difference^ as 
also eompound, instead of simple inSereat ; but as 1 hope joon to 
see my Grothev, and sa have the matter more f\illy eiplatnedt I 
shall be able on my return to in§omt, you hie observations on the 
subject. When I cannot entertain a doubt the matter will be ad- 
justed to onr mutual satisfaction. J» COPMAN. 

^ Tfaifl wu the br^ which R. Codmaa owned after the dlMoliitioa of 3. & 
K. CodiBAii, and which Tudor prevailed Oh him to trane&r to J. Codman, for 
which R. Codman ia credited in the Paris Bettlement with the Bmall amount 
which J. Codman realised from her aAer a capture and eatpenaea consequent 
theieon. 
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THE PARIS CORRESPONDENCE, 

Consisting of letters which passed between Win. Vanf^ 
and Richard Codman^ after the fbrmer. had returned 
from America ; and also of letters w;hich passed be^ 
tween Vans and John Codman during the visit of the 
latter at Parisy and other documents connected there-' 
with^ These letters show the nature and origin of 
the transactions between Vans and Ricfhard Codman^ 
and that they were wholly between themselves, and 
after the dissolution of J. & R. Codman. It will be 
seen that Vans does not even pretend^ in any part of 
the correspondence, that the engagements of R< Cpd^ 
inan were partnership engagements, or that J« Cod- 
man was in any way liable for tbem* 

[copy.] 
This lettef is taken from a document in our possession » pur* 
porting to contain the copies of sundry letters submitted to cer^ 
tain referees, between Vans and Rtchafd Codman^ in Paris* 



F^(fm A. Codman to Wm. Vans, 
RM, 12th Pnici 
(29th Au|[pi0t, 1800.) 



Paris, 12th Pnictidor, ^ear 8 > 



Mt. William VtifUL 

Dear Sir, — 'I borrowed affovt id December 1799* inscriptioiw 
on the great book of the public debt of Franee to the amount of 
8«4l5 livret rentes, which inscription, standing in the name of 
Madame Vansi I promised to return heb on demflndk* I also 
assisted Madame Vans in the sale of her houses in the Rue TUni* 
versitd to Mr. Reubell, who, upon my giving him my estates 
for security paid me 74,000 livresf in cash^ 1,000 of wliich Mrs* 
Vans having occasion for, I paid her, and then there remained in 
mj hands 73,000 livres, which I carried 10 J^our credit in account. 
The balance of this ^ account ought, agreeable to jour instruc* 
tions, to haye been invested in inscriptions upon the ^reat book, 
but owing to setferal circumstances^ I md not do it. This Inst arti* 
de is therefore a matter for amicable adjustment. I regret most 
sincerely that it has not been done agreeable to your wishes, and 
am ready, taking all circumstances into consideration, to settle 
the affair in the most just and equitable way. Ypu will find me 

* It would aeem from ihia that ths property whieh came into R. C.*a hand* 
originally teloaged to Mn. Vans, and in France the wife may hojd peraonal, 
ss W^ll as real eitate, ^parately from h6r huibtuld. 
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diBpOfed to do all that can be expected from an hon^ man ; and 
whenever jou please we will settle this* and all oar accounts, and 
come to some arrangement for the mode of payment. 

I am, dtc &>c B. CODMAN. 

No. 189. 

{ORIOINAL.] 

Vans to Richard Codman. 

Paris, 12th Fmctidor, 8th ^ear. > 
(29th August, 1800.) / 

Mr. R. Codman, 

Dear Sir : I have received your letter, dated 12th Fructidor, 
8th year, and see with pain you have not the inscriptions to de- 
liver me, agreeable to contract, and I am also sensible, at the 
same time, that you must make a great sacrifice, to raise so much 
money as is necessary to buy these inscriptions, at the present 
advanced price. I am therefore, my dear friend, disposed to ar- 
range and settle this business in any way you may point out 
which will be agreeable and convenient to you, being too well satis- 
6ed with your honor and justice to believe you tapable of injuring 
me in my present distressed situation. 1 am, with esteem, your 
friend, WM. VANS. 

Nq. 18S. 

[original.] 
Fofis to Richard Codmaiu 

Paris, 14th Fructidor,^ 8th year. I 
(31st August, 1800.) ) 

Mt Dear Sir, — I wait at home to receive the papers you 
promised to send me this morning, which I pray you to do as 
soon as you can ; please also to send your servant to the hotel 
Boston, and see if there is not some letters for me, and let me 
also ask the loan of 500 livres. 

Yours sincerely, WM, VANa 

Mo. t84. 

[original.] 

Vans to Richard Codman^ 

Mt Dear Sm : I repeat to yon, that it is my intentioli to make 
oat my account as a merchant, end settle it with you as a friend. 

1st. Should I not charge you with the interest due on the 
8,450 inscriptions, due before I lent it to you, which, by my or- 
ders you ought to have received 7 

2d. Ought not I to cha;*ge you vrith the interest due on the 
8,450 inscriptions, from the time I lent it you^ until this day ? 

3d. Ought I not to charge you with half my expenses from 
France to America ; and also from the time I left America, until 
I arrived in France t The time I remained in America is for my 
own expense. Please say also how I can regulate the value of 
the intefest due on this 8,450 inscriptions lent you, from the day 
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}NMi fa e w dl k to tkia d«v« I «xpeot yioiir «e(SMnt with my |*> 
persi tliifl norittDg, and shiUi iauMdiaielj aaake out your aoeouul* 
Youi^, WM. VANSw 

15di Fruetidor, 8th year, I 

(let September, 1800.) ) 

nra. 185. 

(oRiauiAL.] 
Fns U Richard ChdnuoL 

Paris, 15th Frudidor. 1 
(Jst Sept. supposed 1800.) > 
Mr. R. Co^iaiHtt, 

Dbar Sir : You requested oie the other day diat any thkif I 
said to you oa this business might be in writing } lor this reasoDy I 
wrote you this morningf aad I now pray you would answer those 
questions in writing, and I will also thank you to tell mo where I 
may find the prices of the interest payable on the 8|450 inserip-' 
iions. Was it paid every 6 months in bens or eash ? If in 6eji%what 
was the ? ahie of them from^ the time I lent this inseriptiiin to yon 
to the present day 1 I go out, and shall not retusn until 11 o'elock. 
Please therefore leave the papers end write me an answer. Yoo 
wiM find papeTy pen and ink above. Yours sincerely, 

WM, VANS. 

I¥o. 186. 

[COFT.] 

Ths fblkminit is iAwk Ihmi Ae Paaiphlet, entitled, *< A Stefement of Fwe* 
mlattng to the d^msnd of Wn. Vans, &c/' at p. 14, when it is poblislMd m 
a letter in Mr. Van*' p o Mc —ion, from Richard Codmaa. 

Richard CadmantB VaHt, 

Pamsv 15th Fruetidor^ or the year 1801. I 
(supposed 1st Sept. 1800.) ) 

Mr. William Vasa, 

Dear Sir, — Perhaps it will be better at this stage of the busi- 
ness for me to explain myself with respect to a clause in my let- 
ter to you of the 12th inst. wherein I say, owing to several cMrcum^ 
stances^ I did not buy the inscriptions (which you wished to hare 
done with the proceeds of the sale of your house.) On making 
sale of tlie houses, I kept the proceedb in my possession, as was 
natural* Acvtiig Hoerai ck»rgts against you in accomU^ and oka hao' 
i9^ giff^ securiiy to Mr. Reubel against appoMon^ ^c. ^c. I in- 
tended, however, at first, to have employed immediately the 
balance due you, and mentioned it to Iklrs. Vans, with the price of 
the day ; but, upon more mature reflectioni I doferred it. At the 
same tnne, I considered a more important eircumst^ncOt fco wit, 
having given you orders to dram on Mr. Vogkt^for our joint account^ 
to the amount of ^^4,000 sterling* I was then engaged to Mr. 
Reubel,ysr the amount of the houses^ and uncovered to the amount 
of the credit on Mr, Vogkt; the oialy security I had was 8,415 
mates on the great Book : if» therefore, I had invested the hair 
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UM9S, doe jott jtty in latBiiptioiit, I skouM hm% aearee any i 
litj at ally and siieh as nopradent man wtmld hava taken; and at 
faal Bueh as^ eoaMdenw mj eiraimsiwtei and etnmxiam wUk m§ 
kroiker^^ I did not think myarif aotkomad ta' f aka, eapaoiaUf at 
a momani wken the affairs of Fraaee worei the moet unfayoraUa 
appearance. These are the circamstances alluded to, which 
operated on mj mind. You know well I had no opinion of in« 
scriptions; and the manner in which they fell afterward, justified 
this, for they got down soon to 7 livres 10 sols ; and but for the 
affair of the 18th Brumaire, woald pfobaMy have gone to nothing, 
or next to it, 

(Signed,) R. CODMAN. 

f Addition Co the foregoing, not eontaincd in said pamphlet, 
bat found in the doc!am*ent purpoi^ing to be a copy of the let- 
ters submitted to referees in Paris.] 

** Wherefore, taking all these things into consideration, I was 
undoubtedly authorized in not buying the inscriptions. But I am 
aiill ready to settle with you in the most just and equitalile way, 
and in such manner as becomes a man of delicacy aiid hoBor.*'t 

Wo. 187. 

[oaiOlNiKL«] 

Vans to Richard' Codnum* 

Paris, 10 oVlock, 15th Friictidor, ) 
ist September, 1800, ) 

Mr. Richard Codmaxiy 

DsAa Sir : I have received your letter, but not an answer to my 
request^ contained in my letter to you of this date. I am very glad 
to find you beginning to explain ; and I am disposed to hear and 
do erery thing that is right. But why put off giving me my ac- 
count from day to day ? Surely it cannot be a long one : then 
why so much time required to adjust it 7 I want nothing but 
right. You declare to me the same ; and you farther declared 
yesterday, that if we could not agree in this business, you was 
willing to leave the whole to arbitration, which I am ready and 
willing to do. Therefore if your intentions are as you have said 
to me and Mrs. Vans, put them in writing. In the meantime, 
the papers I trusted to your care with my orders, please return 
me, and also fix a day when you can give me my account. It has 
been my intention from the beginning to settle this business ami- 
cably, let me suffer what I woidd ; and at the same time conclud- 
ed you a man of bonor, who would do me full justice. But I 

* ThiB expression is greatly relied upon by Mr. Vans, as proof that the co- 
partnership between John A Richard Codroan was not dissolved. The con- 
nezton, of coarse, continued as to M engagements, until all accounts of the 
IdB hotise were wound up and settled, but did not cirti^nd to new ones. 
There were heavy d^bts still due from the late House, especially to the Bar- 
ings, and Richavd was greatly in debt to John on the Partnership account 

t Mr. Vans has no hesitation in omiting any part of a document, which 
seems to make more in favor of the other party than of himself ; — and it will 
be seen presently, that he takes the liberty of inserting •« well as of striking out, 

16 
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confess, I am moitilted at yoinr not answering mj tetter tfci# 
morning; and also at year not giTing »e my account; and 70a 
cannot expect me to go to Dammartin,* tintH something is d^oe 
in this business. The papers I request, please send me by th^ 
bearer* I am sincerely yours^ (Signed,) WM» VjL^«. 

No. 188. 

[oaiGINAL.J 

Vans ta RUkatd Codmxm. 

17th Fnictidor, 8tfi year. ? 
(9d Sepe. 1800.) ] 

THjot SiK r I have examined yonr accounts, and see no diffi* 
cully in our settling them amicably. In the meaa time \ pray 
yo« to send me^ in the coarse of this day^ ^ copy of your brother's- 
kfter to jrott, acknowledging his having received aH thr letters or 
credit yoo gave me^ and the date of hrs fetter Co this efRbct, and 
also the obligation for to return the inscription borrowed. In 
the course of to-morrow, I hope to ^ye you my account, niiicb 
I thrnk you- will find just f the only difficulty their witt' be the 
mode «>f payment for the bahmce. whicli I tnmk wiii lie arranged 
to our mutual satisfaction, and which I shsdl propose Co be dis* 
cussed at Dammartin^ ancSwheve^ I propose- we shall go after 
to-morrow. Your fhendV WM. VANS. 

Where- db you dine- to-day t Pray send me a copy of that 
letter of credit to your bsother John at the- same- time.. 

IfOr I89«. 

fCOPT.} 

The fbllbwiiig i* fSom vcop^ in-.oar poeaeisiott, oira foote iheet,. in th» band- 
wntiog-of Ric&ard Codman. 

Richofd Qjfdman to Vans. 

PjMira^ 18th Fructidbr, year 8. ) 
(4th Sept. 1800.) | 

Bir. Wi». Tattr. 

DfcAR Sra r I hare before me your letter of this morning. 

Yon ask of me several papers, viz. Ist a copy of my brotherV 
letter, with the daife, stating he had received sundry papers.. 
The letter you ask for I cannot find. I have searched for it all 
this morning, and yon may be asscmsd, tliat as soon as I can put 
my hands on it you shall have it. I har?e no interest or disposi* 
tion to keep it back.t You ou^t, however, to know the date 
when you put these papers into his hands. The only material 
thing for yon to know is, when I received it here, whicb yon shall 
know when I find the letter. 

2d. You ask a copy of my letters of credit to my brotheryr— to 

* A country seat of Richard Codman's, caHed abo La Thoilleria. 

t Richard Codman was ao loose and irregiilar in bis bm ineai trannctioiia at 
thia period, that he probably did not keep Eia papen in regular filea. 
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wbiek I UMwer diat my letters of credit were not to my brother 
in Boeton.* Tea had one for Williamt and two or three other 
perBoiiB, copy of which I send you— with a copy of the letter to 
youv therein referred to. 

9d. You aak if I can tell yon how much Bronifield and Hough- 
ton loet on their speculation to Europe,— to which I answer that 
I cannot. 

4lh. Yon ask the value and price I sold the inscrij^tion for 
which yon lent me. In answer I send you a copy of the broker's 
account, who ec4d theim 

3d Plu¥ois6, year 7. — (22nd January, 1799.) 
Sold 8,415 Rentes, - - 112 6 18,723 7 6 
Notarjr's fees, - - - 12 
CommiAuon, • - - 94 

— 106 



Cash I receiyed, 18,617 7 6t 

You will find here enclosed the obligation for the inscription 
borrowed, upon stamped paper, as ^ou desired. I also sena you 
copy of a letter I ba?e this day written to Mr. Welsh of Cadiz. 
Thus sir, you will observe that I am disposed to answer any 
questions, and furnish you with any documents which propriety 
Audi warrant. Those I send you, must convince you that I was 
wholly uncovered for the letter of credit of J?4,000, and my obli- 
gations to Mr. Reubel, and I believe no regular man would have 
put, id a sinailar situation, money out of his hands, and placa it 
in an atticle which in those times held out so little security as in- 
scriptions. These observations I make only in answer to yours 
with respect to matter of right. But they ehall not prevent my 
doing ail that a man ought to do in my situation. 

I am, dear sir, rery sincerely, your obedient humble servant. 
(Signed,) R. CODMAN. 

.[original.] 
Vans to R. Codnuti^ 

Paris, 19tb Fructidore, Stb year. I 
(September 5th, 1800.) ) 
DsAR SiR,--^My letter to you, covering one for Madame Vans^ 
which I sent via Bilboa, and which you acknowledged the receipt 
of by your letter to me dated in llecember^ end also I hare 
M«dame Vans letter of same date from Anvers. Among the 
letlere you sent roe, I do not find this letter, will you be so good 
as to send it me, and say what day of the month, new style, you 
received it, I remind you of your brother's letter at the same 

* Farther proof of R. Cod man*! nipgUgrence in biSsineM,— he had kept no 
copj of hii letter to J. GodiDan, and had even forgotten he gave one. 

t Amonff the papers at the end of the Paris Correspondence, will be foand 
the original broker's bit! here referred to^ which corre^nds with this copj. 
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time, which you man hare reeeiTad from him about Ootdber, or 
NoTember. I shall be at yomr house bjr II o'clock. 

With eiteem, youra, WM. VAW8. 

Wo. 191. 

[copy.] 

Thfi foUowiaig U frqa a oopj ia our ^ost^on, on a loote gbeet| in 'the kaatd- 
wntiqg or Riohard Codman. 

R. Codman to Wm. Vans. 

Paris, 19th Fructidore, year 8. ) 
(5th September, 1800.) | 
Mr. William Vani. 

Db4ii Sir, — ^In answer to jour letter of tbis morning, I have 
to inform you that the letter you ask of me written by my brother 
cannot be given to you, because it contains other matter than 
what concerns you.* But in this letter, which is dated the 24th 
July, 1799, and which I received in Paris the 29th Brumaire, 8th 
year, or in November 1799, it is mentioned that you gave up to 
him all the papers and letters of credit which I gave to you in 
Paris ; of course the expedition we had projected ended on my 
receiving the said letter. 

With respect to the letter of yours, covering one for ^adame 
Yans, received by the way of Bilboa, I will give it to you as soon 
as I have looked over my papers, which will be to-morrow or next 
day. Yours truly, (Signed,) R. CODMAN. 

No. 199. 

[original.] 
Vans to R. Codman. 

(No date, — ^supposed about 6th September, 1800.) 

D£AR Sir, — ^Before I answer your letter of this date, which I 
have just received, I will make one more attempt to convince you 
of the justice of my demand, and prove to you the fallacy of your 
declaration in this business. 

Is it not true, that I lent you, when I left France,t all my de- 
mand on the French government, bearing interest, 8,415 livres 
per annum, and is it n6t true that you sold this inscription the 
day I lent it to you for about 18,700 Irvres, in silver, and is it not 
equally true that this inscription is now value 50,000 ? 

Then permit me to ask you what sum there was in your hands^ 
belonging to me, when you had this inscription of 8,415 livres, 
which I had lent you upon your promising to return it to me with 
the interest thereon on demand. 

Now sir, what amount had you belonging to me, in this inscrip- 
tion, was it the capital 160,000 livres, abdut the value fixed by 

* Thii letter from J. Codman to R. Codman will be found at No. 130 of this 
Appendix. On reading it, it will be rpadily i^ecn ^hy R. Codman wjkn anwil- 
lini to show it to Vans. 

f This fixes the time of the kmi. 
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the geternnent, or wai it U^MOIivres, the praent Tdue, or Wai 
it 18^700 litres, the value jou sold it for. Take it if jrou please 
as seeurity at any one of these sums, which ever you like best^ 
and you will then acknowledge, that I had always lent you as 
much as you have lent me to pay Madame Vans dtrring my ab* 
aenee. Therefore if I repay you the money lent me, (paid 
Madame Vans,) and you return me the inBcription I lent to you, 
I consider the obligation mutual, and acquitted, each paying the 
demand of the other, which is for me to pay you the money ad* 
vanced on ray account during my absence, and you to return me 
the inscription lent of 8,415 livres, with the interest thereon, and 
then we are even, — and you will not dispute that this inscription 
operated as full security for these sums advanced ; agree to this, 
and then comes the house, which you say was held as security for 
the credit on America* * 

Mrs. Vans sold the house for 73,000 livres, and gave you this 
money to lay out in inscriptions, which inscriptions you did not 
buy for this reason ;«— you wanted security for the credit you 
supposed you had given to me. I will now ask of you, how far you 
considered the adventure itself, had it been executed, to xiperate 
as security fur my part of it, say £3,000 sterling. Surely you 
will ficknowledge on con^mon calculations to he good security 
for one half, say £lfiQO sterling, equal to 24,000 livres. I will 
allow you then to deduct from the 73,000 livres, 24,000 livres, to 
be left in your hands as security, in case of loss. I then demand 
of you to invest the remaining sum, 49,000 Hvres, in your hands, 
in imcriptions at 7 10,* which is the price they have been sold at 
during my absence. This sum would have produced 36,750 
rentes, which was also to remain m your hands and name for fur- 
ther security until all accounts were settled between us^ You 
will not now surely deny, that let you be placed in any situation, 
you had full security even allowing, as you pretend to say, — that 
all the rest is of no value. 

Therefore take the 36,750 livres rent, to which add one year's 
interest, value at least 25,000 livres, to which add the inscription 
lent of 8,415 lent, and then two and half year's interest, value at 
least 14,000 livres, and then see whether my of&r is not gener- 
ous, and great sacrifice on my part, for the sake of an accommo- 
dation. 

I beg your perusal of this letter, and an immediate answer, and 
remain sincerely, your friend, WM. VANS. 

N0. 19S. 

[OBIOINAL.] 

Vans to R. Codman, 

Paris, 21 Fructidore, year 8. ) 
(7 Sept. 1800.) f 

Mr. R. Codman. 

Dear SiR,-^EncIosed is a brief statement of facts, as I think 

* Thu was their lowest price. See R. C*i letter No. 186. In the mean 
tine thej had riten greatly. It is in this way Mr. Yans builds tip his demand 
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they took place between ii», and I flatter myoelf jou will tlunk §9 
too ; and as this business would fall rerj heavj on jou wa9 jou 
to do full and ample justice, I propose to jou to gire me 2^J5QQ 
livres insoriptionsi and cash 5,000 livreSf with the inscriptions 
already borrowed, otuI you to pay the i^lOO sterling I haoe drawm 
on you^ and pass receipts in full of al) demands. I flatter myself 
that this proposition is so reasonable that it will meet your full 
approbation, which is the prayer of your sincere friend and hum- 
ble servant, W« VANS. 

Wo. 194. 

[ORlomAL.] 

Van$ to A. Codman^ enclosed iti the foregoing. 

Paais, 31 Ffuctidore, year 84 I 
(7 Sept. 1800.) I 

Mr. K. Cddman. 

DbaIi SiR,-^The Qnfdrtunate situation 2n which I And myself 
placed by your not haying complied with my positive orders given 
you before I left Paris, and so often repeated from Hambuf g^t 
which I have your several letters promising to follow itnd aibejf 
although at the siime time you said you had no opinion of inscrip* 
tionsi and you now tell me^ after Id months absence, that you 
had not bought these inscriptions, although you acknowledge my 
positive orders to buy them, and although you declared to Mre* 
Vans from day to day and time to time you had bought them ; 
and the price you gave for them ; this contradiction .and disap- 
pointment is so great as to prevent my being able to fi^ your 
account current etact, until I can ascertain and know from you 
the general principle upon, which you mean to settle with me* 
But -oil making my calculation and a rough statement of the 
moneys you have received for my account, I find it would have 

Produced in inscriptions about 33,000 livres rent per annum, and 
ave left cash fur interest, d&c. about 25,000 livres in silver. 
After deducting all demands you have on me, the reasons you 
are pleased to give me for not complying with my positive orders 
are singular and new to me and founded only on your own opin- 
ion and not on facts, as I will now show you. You say in your 
letter 18 Fructidore, a» a reason why you did not buy the inscrip* 
tions, that you had no security for the credit yon gave me in 
America and your obligation to Mr. Reubel on account of the 
house sold to him. In answer to this observation of yours I will 
state the facts as agreed on before I left Paris. 

This agreement made at Paris^ 15 Jan. 1799, says that I had 
given you a bill of sate of my houses for 25,000 livres (meaning 
thereby ^ that Mrs. Vans bad orders to do so) to cover you for letters 
to different persons^ guaranteeing my bills on Caspar Voght for 
£4,000, 2,000 for your account, and 2,000 for my account; that 
when the bills should be drawn and duly paid by you, and the 

* That is, the bill drawn at Boaton in favor of John Codman, endorsed by 
him and taken up for hit honor in London. 
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sales of the property which should be shipped by yoor brother 
Wm. Codman in his oum namt* and to be insured bj him and the 
house he consigned the property to, to hare orders to pay the 
nett proceeds to you, and after deducting aJl charges,' that then 
whatever loss should have been made on the adventure should be 
paid by me and if I did not pay it« then the houses should be sold 
and the money placed to my credit. But if I did not make use 
of thb credit, then you promise to return me my houses clear, 
with all the titles belonging. That I did not nor could not make 
use of this credit you knew well, and the* reason as stated in your 
brother's letter to you, dated Boston, 24 July, 1799.t 

I will not at this stage of the business enter into a dispute 
whether your letters gave me a credit or not as you pretend. 
But allow I bed the letters and that my property placed in your 
hands was to be your security for whatever I might obtain on 
account of these letters and finally owe you, subject always to be 
appropriated agreeable to my orders but to remain in your bends, 
which orders, had you complied with them was always full and 
ample security for ten times the amount you had or could hove 
on me. You say that the reason you did not buy inscriptions 
agreeable to my orders was that you had no opinion of inscrip- 
tions, and did not think yourself secure with them. Opinion on 
this subject is not fact, and you know well that I allow no person 
to think for me in my affairs, which has been the subject of con- 
versation an hundred times and particularly this matter of in- 
scriptions, — for proof I refer you to my letters from Hamburg 
and America and also the declaration of Mrs* Vans^ I will there- 
fore leave opinion, and state the fact and prove that you always 
had tnore security in hand without the money paid you by Mrs. 
Vans, than any demands you could have on me. 

1st. In my settlement with Mr. Deblois its per receipt, he 
agrees to receive lands in America for his demand, which lands 
are clear, as the papers I am ready to show you will prove. But 
until I can give you the proof, I have placed in your hands goods 
in Spain, valued to me in cash, .... 15,000 

These goods you have had ihll and complete possession 
of for two years, to do with them as you chose ; therefore 
as the lands are clear, this operated as security for any 
moneys I might owe you. 

2d. A note of hand of Mr. Nott, payuble to order, which 
when paid is value to 27,000 livres. Mr. Nott*s note of 
hand, as it has not been paid, I will not reckon, although 
it was always a collateral security while in your hands. 

3d. You had my orders to receive from government the 
interest due me on an inscription for the 6 years annuity, 
to 8,415'livres, value say ----- - 6,000 

4th< I placed in your hands ray government security 

* Why to be ihipped by Wm. Codman, if John Codman was oonaidexed a 
partner m the transaction, he beinff here to ship it himaelf ? 

t The reaaon was, that John Codman pontivelv refbaed to act upon the 
credit, and Vans could not negpciate hia billa on Y oght, without John Cod- 
man's name. 
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beanng an iaterest of 8,415 liTres per amium, vfaioh you 

sold for - - 18,7aS 

and wlncb you promiaed to return me with iatereiC whioh 
might be due on demand* 
5th. The intereet dve on thie inacriptiont is Taiued at 14^080 
^h. You had Hobtche'fl note of hand, payable to order, 
who ifl rieh ajad good for the money, aad good tecurity for 
. hi$ app^Uiom^ plac€d am the hamst^ ^ * • • .4,000 

7th. You had orders to receive my claims on Rote, 
whioh is. always good security untfl paid» for about • 4,000 

Value in silver livres, .--••» 61,723 

You had air, all these papers and property in your 
hands, to act and do as thought proper with,— ^without my 
having any control over you whatever, — when I lefl Paris, 
the l§th January, 1709, our accounts having been settled 
and balance paid, so that I did not owe yo« a shilling at 
the time I placed this security in your hands. You re* 
eeived from Madame Vans, the 7th Prairial, 7th year, (26 
Hay '99) 73,000 livrea in silver, with orders to buy inscrip- 
tions at the price of the day with this money, and to re* 
main in your name, for my acaiunt, until we meet and 
finally settle, which might hme taken place during my 
eirpedition to America« for our joint ae€ounL l%e value 
of inscriptions this day, waa ahout 11 livres, of course the 
73,000 livres, would have produced about 33^000 livres 
rent, but as these inscriptions afterwards foil to 7 10 livres, 
and should you at this time been obliged to sell these in* 
scriptions, they would produce only the sum of • . 49,000 
therefore this sum, was always secured to you^ as it ap- 
pears inscriptions never fell below this price. Should it 
so have happened, as to have obliged. you to sell my in- 
scriptions, bought ngreoHble to my orders, and had I re* 
eeived a credit from you,. and boi^ght the cargo as agreed 
on, and placed in the name of your brother,t agreeable to 
order, the whole sum being in your power, and certainly 
good security for the amount of the adventure, ray part of 
which was to be £2,000 sterling and your security ou it I 
say is value at - • - -^ • . 48,000 

Livres in silver, - . . . ^ . 158,728 

You therefore had, the moment you bou^t inscriptions for my 
account, and the moment I made use of your credit, reckoning 
inscriptions at the lowest price they ever fell to after you ought 
to have bought them for my account, the sum of 97,000 livres, 
and in addition to that, the sum as stated above, 61,723 livres, 
when I left Paris. Besides William Nott's note, payable to 
order, which ought to be worth ^ say of the amount, which was 

** Attachments. 

t That ii, William Codman^as before stated. 
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37,000 livres. These are facti, and thej fully prove, that bad 
you have complied with my orders, you always had full and 
ample security for any thing I could do on your account And I 
say further, that if the inscriptions I ordered you to buy, had 
fallen to nothing, you still had full security in hand. The goods 
in Spain always remained and are there at this moment in your 
possession ; Robiche's note good for 4,000 livres ; Rose, always 
good security for what he owes me ; the .interest due on the in- 
scriptions borrowed, and also the inscription itself, value at this 
moment at 50,000 livres, but which you sold and received the 
money for, at 18,723 livres, therefore had the inscriptions fallen 
to nothing, this sum would bave been all clear gain to you, as 
you was only obliged to return me the inscription borrowed. It 
is therefore so clear, that let what would have happened to in- 
scriptions, you was always fully secured from any loss on my 
account, that I am surprised that you should give this reason as 
an excuse for not complying with my orders. Therefore if you 
have not bought the inscriptions as ordered, the loss ought to flail 
on you and not me. 

I could go on and give you one thousand reasons to prove the 
justice of my claim, and to pf ove the loss ought to be yours, and 
not mine. With regard to the opposition* yuu ought to have got 
the information and have known that the whole opposition, on 
account of Higginson, does not exceed 6,000 livres, a too trifling 
sum in this business to be mentioned. 

But let us IooIl and see how your security stood, with regard to 
the house. You know well the house was never put in your 
name, and only my promise that it should be, — suppose then 
Madame Vans had refused to place the house in your name, or 
give you the money when sold, or suppose the government had 
changed, instead of Buonaparte, it had been the old family, and 
a Ring established, where was your security then ! But let us 
have reason and suppose what might easily have happened. A 
Jire might have burnt up the house, what was then your security ? 
Why Just the security you had when I left Paris, of property 
fully equal to any loss that could have happened, or any engage- 
ments you had made or was making on my account. It is there- 
fore clear, that the reason you are now pleased to give me for 
not buying the inscriptions, could have never existed in fact, and 
you have nothing but your opinion to justify your not complying 
with my positive orders to be executed without any reserve what- 
ever. I therefore flatter myself, that ailer you have well exam- 
ined this statement, you will acknowledge it true in all its parts 
and founded on facts. 

Yoa therefore now stand in my debt about 33,000 livres rent 
per annum in inscriptions, and also in cash about 25,000 livres, 
and also the 8,415 inscription borrowed. 

But my friend to convince you I am disposed to make a great 
sacrifice for the sake of an amicable settlement, I agree to ac- 
cept from you 22,500 livres rent, in inscriptions to be delivered 

* AttachmentB on tbe property. 
17 
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xne, in anj manner, form and time, as shall be agreed on. Also 
the 8,415 borrowed and cash 5,000 litres. Do this for me, and 
I will give jou a receipt in full of all demands, and you sliall also 
give me the same receipt, it being understood that you are to pay 
my hill draum infaoor of your brother^ for £100 sterling. 

1 need not observe to you my present distressed situation, and 
how much at heart I have always the placing the value of these 
houses in inscriptions ; you are well acquainted with it, in all its 
parts, you have therefore the means of doing me full justice, by 
enabling me to pay my debts and quitting France, which had you 
complied with my orders, I could have done much to my satis- 
faction. You are a young man of good connexions^ rich^ ond with- 
out a family to support y therefore act yourself and do me fuU justice.* 

Remember I put full confidence in you when I left France, and 
npver asked until my return ai^ything to prove this transaction ; 
and had you have died, it is probable I should have lost my whole 
property. 

Remember also there was a time after Madame Vans had paid 
you this money, when 30,000 livres would have bought (when in- 
scriptions were at 7. 10) all the inscriptions. I now ask of you, 
had you then have bought them and certainly the remainder 
43,000 livres, would have been full security for the ^^,000 credit, 
had I have made use of it, or had it existed. I could write a 
volume on this subject, and prove my full riglit to full paynient 
agreeable to my orders. 

But I conclude with praying your complying with my proposi- 
tions, which will fully satisfy me, and which you can do wiUiout 
any inconvenience to yourself. In iull expectation of an amica- 
ble adjustment, I remain, sincerely your friend, W. VANS. 

N. B. — Should we be obliged to leave this business to arbitra- 
tion, which God forbid, I here annul all what I have herein said 
and oflfered to you. I have not been so attentive and correct in 
this letter to you, as I should have been to another. 

W. VANS. 



IVo. 19S. 

[original.] 

William Vans to R. Codman. 

Dear Sir, — Some people have called on me, with some little 
bills ? will you be so good as to send me 500 livres by the bearer. 
Which I will return on settlement of our accounts. 

Yours sincerely, W. VANS. 

I shall send you all my papers in an hour. 
22d Fructidor, 8th year, \ 
Sept. 8th, 1800. f 

* Not a word of John's liability ! — The app«al ii wholly to the tfowng man, 
of good connexions, &c. 
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IVo. 106. 

[pSIGINAL.] 

WilUam Vans t0 R. Codman* 

Paris* 28th Fructidor, 8tb year. 
(I4tb Sept. 1800.) 
Dear Sir, — ^In consequence of the conversation that passed 
between us, the 24th inst, wherein you yerbally agreed to give 
me the next morning, the amount in money, for the interest due 
me for my incription^ of 8,415 iivres, lent you in the 7th year 
French Republic, for which inscription I have your obligation to 
return me on demand.* In consequence of your verbal promise, 
I made an engagement for cash to be paid on the performance of 
certain conditions, which I supposed would take place in the 
course of twenty days, but to my surprise, on my return home 
after I left you, I found a letter demanding cash this morning, as 
the condition was performed ; this demand was unexpected, and 
I found it necessary to make use of your notes which I had ver- 
bally agreed to receive instead of cash, but to my great surprise 
after you had given me your verbal promise to give me these 
notes yet the moment I send for them you reftise to give them to 
me, from this refusal I was obliged to meet the person and get off 
my engagement as well as I could, which I succeeded in doing. 
On my return to my house I found two letters from you dated the 
28th Fructidor, the contents I confess I was surprised at, and— 
but I have no observations to make on the subject only that the 
arrangement we verbally spoke, of, has been broken by you and 
we have the work to go over again, I therefore consider every- 
thing in the state it was in at the date of your letter to me dated 
25th Fructidor, 8th year. In this letter you offer me 20,000 
rents including my inscriptions borrowed, my answer to this letter 
is simply this, that the inscriptions borrowed I have your obliga* 
tion to pay on demand, therefore this has been already settled, 
and I now request you will be pleased to return me these inscrip- 
tions borrowed, with the interest thereon as soon as you can — 
With regard to the 73,000 Iivres paid you by Mrs. Vans to buy 
inscriptions with, I am disposed to settle with you amicably for, 
and to make a great sacrifice rather than to dispute by arbitra- 
tion or any other way, and I see by your letter that we are not far 
of, in what I will agree to take and you to give provided we settle 
in an amicable way-^But should we go to arbitration then these 
letters are to lie destroyed. I shall therefore answer this part of 
your letter in three or four days, and I am $kure you will agree to 
it provided you are disposed to take this letter as the basis of our 
settlement, and be assured that at present I have no thought to 
ask more than the 24,415 Iivres rent, with the interest due on the 
8,415 rents cmtl the ^100 sterhng. — In the mean time send me 
my account current and I will state your account accurately and 
then give you my proposals — in the mean time I pray you to be 

* It seciiu from this that R. C. had given Vanw an obligation on demand, 
which was aflorwards exchanged for toe obligation on time which Vans now 
prodoces. See No. 205. 
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•o good as never to let our claims be a subject of conTersatioift 
but let every thing we saj and do to each other be in writing. 
By this means we shall preserve harmony and good friendship 
one to another, which I pray God to continue is the wish of your 
friend, W. VANS. 

[copy.] 

[The following is from a copy in our possession, on a loose sheef^ 

in the handwriting of Richard Codman.] 

Richard Codman to WilUam Vans, 

PARia^ 2d Gomp'y., 8th year. > 
(iSth Sept., 1800.) i 
Mr. Wm. Vans. 

Sir, — I have received your letter of yesterday's date from Dam" 
martin — ^I am really at a loss to know what can induce you ta 
misstate what we had solemnly agreed on and was put upon pa-' 
per by yourself— -you say that not a word is said in that paper of 
the 5,000 livres inscription?, ta be put in the name of Mrs. V. — 
you add further, "I requested you to fix it so, but you refttsed,"— ' 
what can induce you to make this assertion ? — The words written 
by yourself and which I have now before me ore as follows, wor J 
for word : — 

11,000 livres, in 3 years* 

8,415 livres, to be paid in 3 months. 

Interest on the 8,415 livres, since Mr. Codman received them^ 
to be paid in bonSf or cash on demand. 

5,000 livres, inscriptions on the head of Mrs. Vans. 

To pay ike bill drawn infamr of pour brother for £1 00 sterling.^ 

Another misstatement which I cannot account for. In the first 
part of your letter of the 28th Fructrdore, yon say that I verbally 
agreed with you on the 24th, to giye yon the next morning, the 
amount in money for the interest due you on the 8,415 inscrip- 
tions lent. I answer, that I never made you a promise of the 
kind. To the truth of which I call to witness——. To re- 
turn to what you say of my refiising to put the five thousand li' 
Tres inscriptions in the name of Mrs. Vans,— recollect one mo* 
ment that after we bad fixed upon our mode of settlement, yoi> 
came to me to know if I would make the following alteration, 
that is to say to take from the 11,000 livres, to be paid in three 
years 2,000 livres rente, and add them to the 5, destined for Mrs* 
Vans, so that she would have 7,000 livres, to be paid in 3 months, 
&,000 liTres ; this I refused, aiid this is all I refused after the bar- 
gain ; before it was concluded I always reftrsed a life annuity. — 
AH these facts you know very well, why put me to the trouble of 
all this explanation T Agree at once to what you yourself pro- 
posed. I have always believed yoo a man of your word ; don't 

* Why wu Vans bo denrons to we John Codman*! claim against him for 
£100 assumed by R. C. as a part of the proposed settleneBt, if he thonght John 
Godmsa liable to bira for a moch brger somf 
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permit me to have this one single instance before me to the con* 
trary ; they are favorable terras for 70a ; do not delay I conjure 
you, if you attend to your own interest. You must feel the truth 
of what I write you ; it is as true as that there is a God in Heaven. 
The arrangement accommodated you vastly well. Mrs. Vans was 
provided for (although you say I refused it) you had your 8,415 
livres at a short periodi and 14,000 for the interest in 2 monthst 
and 11,000 livres as a (und for your creditors. You are now the 
master to do as you please. I hope to God you will comply soon 
with your agreement : your interest lies there< R. CODM AN. 

IVo. 198. 

[original.] 
Vans to R, Codman, 

Paris, 3d Complimentary, year 8. ) 
(19th September, 1800.) ) 
Mr. R. Codman* 

Dear Sir,-^I have received your several letters, with the 
terms you propose for settlement, — these terms are such as I can- 
not agree to. 

Therefore as you have ^zed that if your terms are tiot accepted 
within two days from 30th Fructidor, year 8» you shall consider 
them null and void, and as I cannot accept them, I also now agree 
that they should be null and void. I refer you to several letters 
under date of 30th Fructidor, Ist and 2d Complimentary, with 
the terms enclosed, which terms if not accepted on or before 12 
o'clock tomorrow, being the 4th Complimentary day, I consider 
said proposals null and void, I therefore pray you will please give 
me your definite answer, as soon as you can, before that time. 
I am with respect, yours &c. WM. VANS. 

IVo. 199. 

[copy.] 

[From a loose sheet, in the handwriting of Richard Codmau.] 

R. Codman to Vans. 

Paris, 4th Complimentary, year 8. ) 
(20th September, 1800.) ) 

Mr. Wm. Vans. 

Dear Sir, — 1 totd you yesterday I should make you one more 
offer, which, if you agree to, the affair between us will be closed 
without troubling our friends. God knows I only make it for the 
sake of accommodation, for no power on earth can make me pay 
more than the cash I have received, deduction made of what I 
have paid for your account. 

I will five yoi| the 8,415 livres, with the interest thereon for 
the two last years. 

I will give you Mrs. Vans* inscriptions to the amount of 6,000 
livres, in wbich is included the one for William. Vans,* the inter- 

* Supposed to meftn Wm. Vaiu, junior. Bee No. 315. 
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est to be regularly paid her in such money as the govemment 
pays, until the inscription is delivered. The bill from the Isle of 
France that I shew you yesterday, you shall take for 5,000 livres 
rente, — that is to say as though 5,000 livres paid you on signing 
agreement. I will give my note upon my personal security, pay- 
able not to exceed 4 years, for 4,000 livres rente, — interest to 
begin to run at the expiration of the 4 years. This amount waa 
the basis of our former agreement. These are the last, and only 
terms I have to offer. If they should be agreeable to you, I will 
make the security such as you can desire. 

R. CODMAN. 



} 



No. 

[copy.] 

fVom a loose sheet, tn the handwritiag of Riehard Codman. 

R. Codman to Vans. 

Paris, 5th Compl'y, 8th year. 
(21st September, 1800.) 
Mr. Win. Vans. 

Sir, — ^In answer to your letter of yesterday afternoon, I have 
to observe that the sacrifice I am disposed to make being entirely 
for the purpose of accommodation, the amount must be deter-* 
mined by the result of the arrangement we are now endeavoring 
to make. 

5th Compl*y, (21 st Sept.) 
I have received your letter of yesterday, in answer to mine of the 
same date. You therein propose certain alterations to my propo- 
sitions, but after I have well considered of these, notwithstanding 
my earnest desire to accommodate, I cannot consent to make any 
other alterations in my offers to you in my letter of the 4th Com- 
plimentary, but to agree to the first proposition, which is that 
Mrs. Vans, and Wm. shall receive in cash their 7,000 livres per 
annum, instead of receiving it as the nation may pay, and this 
payment to be made them yearly until I give them the inscrip- 
tions ; — ^as to the other parts of my propositions, I ei^nnot deviate 
from them. I am sincerely, 

R. CODMAN. 

No. 301. 

[original.] 
Vans to R. Codman. 

Paris, 5th Complimentary, year 8, 
(21st September, 1800.) 
Mr. R. Codman. 

Dear Sir, — 1 have received your letter of this date, with the 
change of proposal therein contained. These proposals with 
those already made and passed between us, are such as neither 
party has thought proper to accept, and they are therefore null 
and void ; of course the agreement already made in your letter 

to me under date of must now be put in execution, 

which is to submit to arbitration^ our disputed claims. My claims 
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on you are for 73,000 livres, in silver, placed in jour hands the 
7th Prairial 7th year — (26th May, 1799,) to be invested in in- 
scriptions teirs consolidated at the price of that day. Which in- 
scriptions you told Mrs. Vans you had bought, and continued this 
declaration to her until my return from America to France, at 
which time inscriptions had risen about two or three hundred per 
cent. aboTe the price you said you had bought them at. In this 
moment you come forward to me, and contradicted your declara- 
tion to Mrs. Vans, and tell me you have not bought them. 

The subject then in dispute is whether you are to give me the 
inscriptions at the price of that day, or whether you are to give 
me inscriptions at any price, or whether you are to return me my 
house sold, or to return me the money as you received it from 
Mrs. Vans. In a word to submit to arbitration our mutual claims 
and their decision to be final. It is now sir for you to fix the 
manner, time, and place, when this arbitration shall be appoint- 
ed, whether it shall be tomorrow, and when this arbitration shall 
take place is immaterial to me. 

As at present I view this property lost to me, so it is my inten- 
tion never more to give myself any farther trouble about it, only 
to leave it to arbitration, and their decision shall be mine. 

I must now call again on you for the payment of my undisputed 
claim, one which you have repeatedly said, and which your let- 
ters and obligations confirms, and which you hold sacred. I 
mean the 8,415 rentes, with the interest thereon, which you bor- 
rowed of me about 2 years ago, — and for which loan I ask neither 
fee nor reward, only to return me them as I lent theih to you, 
with the hons given or to be given for the interest already due 
thereon. With this little sum *tts my intention to return in pri- 
vate to America, one half of which before I go I leave with Mrs. 
Vans. 

Permit me then again to repeat and request you to tell me if 
you mean to arbitrate, and when. 

Tell me also if you mean to give me my inscriptions, with the 
interest thereon and when. 

Please also to send me your account current. This is all the 
favor I have to ask, and am with respect, your hamble servant, 

WM.VANS- 

Please send me your answer this day^^with the names of two 
persons you would like as arbitratora. 
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No. 903. 

[original.] 

Account in Vans* hand-writings €ts stated by himself ^ against Rick* 
ard Codnum only, in September, 1800. 

Richard Codman, Esq.,* in account current with Wm. Vans. 



7th year. To an inscription of tiers consoll 

Pluviose. dated borrowed of me, with the in- 

(21 Dec. 1798, terest thereon, as per obli^tion, 
to 19th Jan. 1799.) By cash received from Mr. Cod- 
man at different times, paid Mad- 
ame Vans, and others,4ip to 7th 
Prairial, 7th yr. (26th May, 1799.) 
7th PrairiaL To interest due on said inscrip- 

(26th May, 1799.)tions, from 1st Vend. 7th year, 1st 
Germinal, is 6 months, value in 
cash, liv, 3,500 

To cash paid you by Mrs. 
Vans this day, to buy inscrip- 
^ tions of the tiers consolida- 
ted, 73,000 

To half my expenses to 
America, <- - • 2,500 

** By cash in your hands this 

day, with orders to buy in- 
scriptions. 



rentes 
8415 



Cr. 



12000 



79000 



67000 



79000 



P ARii, 7£A Prairialy 7ih year, ("26^ May, 1799.; There remained in the band* 
of Mr. Codmalift on account of Mr. Vans, 67,0()0 livres, and 8,415 livres on in- 
scriptions lent Mr. Codman. This balance Mrs, Vans ordered Mr. Codman to 
place in inscriptions of the 'Hers consolidated. Therefore these balances due 
Mr. Vans are carried to a new account. 



Richard Codman, Esq., in account current with Wh. Vans. 


7th year. To 67,000 livres in cash, 
7th Prairial. invested in tiers consolidated, 
(26th May, ]799,)agreeable to order, will pro- 
duce, at 11. 5 sol. - - - 

To inscriptions lent, as sta- 
ted in old account, - - - 


Dr. 

30000 
8415 


Cr. 


rentes, 


38415 





* Was this ajSrm— the title of a house tftradtr 

f Not Messrs. J. &, R. Codman, as Mr. Vans now pretends. 
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To interest dae on S0,000 Dr. Or. 

irent«8 from 7th Prairial, 7th 
yr. to l«t Vend, ^h yr. is val- 
ued, at least, livres, 34,000 

To interest due on 8,415 
rentes, from 1st Germinal, 
7th yr. to 1 st Vand. 0th y n is 
Talue, .... 11,000|45000 



By cash paid by Mr. Cod- 
man to different persons, from 
this date to 14th Fmctidor, 
8th yr. (31st August, 1800,) 

Balance in cash due Mr. 
Vans this day, from Mr. Cod- 
man, . - . • • 



11600 



33500 



Itvres, 45000 
There ie, therefore, due Mr. Vani this day, from Mr. Codman, 38,000 liFiee 
TOnteCy of tiers consolidated, and 33,500 livres in cash, which ought to be paid by 
the 1st of Vendemiaire, 9th year of French RepuUic, (22d September, 1800.) 

No. 903. 

[original.] 
WUUam Vans to Richard Codauuu 

1st Vendemiaire, 9th year. I 
(22d Sept., 1800.) / 
Dear Sir,-*I wrote you yesterday and gave you my final answer 
respecting my claim on you for 73,000 livres which I hope you rec^d. 
To day again I renew the subject of the inscriptions lent which 
I pray you to fix a day when you will deliver them to me — But 
the interest due thereon I am about making a little speculation 
for about this sum, and want this sum immediately, I would there- 
fore propose that if you cannot give me the money this day that 
you give me tour notes* payable namely — 

1 note for 5,000 payable in 30 days 
I - 5,000 - 45 - 

1 - 5,000 - 60 - 



15,000 livres 
this is the amount of the interest according to the price current 
of yesterday. I pray your answer, and am with respect your 
humble servant, W. VANS. 

nro. 904. 

[ORICINAL.] 

Wm, Vans to Richard Codman. 

Paris, 8th Vendemiaire, 9th year. I 
At 6 o'clock in the evening, (29th Sept. 1800.) ) 
Mr. Richard Codman. 

Dear Sir, — ^While the transaction is fresh in my memory as 
stated to you in my letter of this date wrote at ^ past 2 o'clock 

* Not the notes of J. R. C. 

18 
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thia day, mud given jou by me whieh letter is not in my opinioa 
flufficientlj clear in its coatentB, I now again repeat my meaning 
as contained in said letter. — ^Tbe agreement made between joa 
and me, under date of 1st Vendemiairey year 9. (23 Sept. 1800,) 
gives Madame Vans and my son William 7»000 livres per year rente 
in silver, and gives yoMr lands as secniity for the fulfilment there- 
of and this interest on the inBoripti<His is to commence from the 
1st Vendemiaire» 9th year. We have now agreed that this land* 
ed security shall not be exacted of you nor the inscriptions d^^ 
meinded until I take off the oppositions laid on your property hy 
Mr, Reubel on my aecountf but at the same time yon are to pay 
7,000 livres interest to Madame Vans and my son, from the 1st 
Vendemiaire, 9th year, the same as if they had the security or 
the inscriptions as stated in our agreement of 1st Vendemiaire, 
9th year, but the principal is to remain in your hands as security, 
until these oppositions are raised. This was the meaning of my 
letter and our joint opinion when the letter was wrote. I am 
with respect, &c., W. VANS. 

Nm. 998. 

[copy.] 
Copy and translation of the obligation given by Richard Codmass 
for the 8415 rentts Sept. 99, 1800, being the same Miga^m which 
WilUam Vans nowproduces as the foundation of his claim, 
Je reconnais avoir repu, k titre d' emprunt, da Citoyen Wil- 
liam Vans, une Inscription tiers consolide de la dette piiblique de 
France de la somme de hoit mille qnatre cent et quinze franca 
de rente annuelle, laqneUe Inscription, qni etait sar le nom de 
Madame Vans, a ktk transferri i one autre pour mon compte, et 
je m*engage k rendre au Citoyen Vans on i son oidre, la aur- 
dite Inscription de butt mille quatre cent quinze francs de rente 
annuelle daus un mois, avec les interns k compter de ee jour. 
A Paris, le 8 Vendemiaire de I'an 9. 
8415 de rente. RICHARD CODMAN. 

TRANSLATION. 

I acknowledge to have received as a loan, from Citizen Wil- 
liam Vans, an Inscription tiers consolide of the public debt of 
France for the sum of eight thousand four hundred and fifteen 
francs of annual rent, which inscription, which was in the name 
of Mrs. Vans, has been transferred to another for my account, 
and I engage to deliver to Citizen Vans, or to his order, the 
aforesaid Inscription of eight thousand four hundred and fifteen 
francs of annual rent, in one month, with the interest, reckoning 
from this day. 
Paris, 8th Vendemiaire, year 9. (Sept. 29, 1800.) 
8415 rent. RICHARD CODMAN.* 

* It wiU be noted that thwu the mgnatare of iiidUrJCodiiiAaafaiie, and made 
in Sept. 1800, more than two yean uter the dieiolution of J. & R. Codhnan was 
known in Pane , and mfUr Vmu hims§{fhad hem to Anton, and bad a prrBonal 
interriew with John Codman, who was then doing businesi there pnbuekly in 
his own name and for hie own leparate account Did he beliere then that 
thii obligation gave him a claim on John ? 
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[original.] 
Wittiam Vans to Richard Codman. 
DsAR Sir, — ^I haye been with the banker of Mr. Vantophorst 
who will give me the money for the letter of credit, provided a Mr. 
HoUeHgeTf an American liying in the rue Proyince, No. 3, will 
ea^ that Mr. Gray is a good man, and that I am equally good for 
thiB sum ; therefore if you know this gentleman pray give me a 
letter to him immediately, that we may get money to live on and 
not die. Yours, W. VANS. 

12th Vendemiaire, 9th year. ) 
(4th October, 1800.) ) 

]¥•• 907. 

[OOPY.I 

Tke MigaHen gwm hif Richard CoOman Oct. 5, 1800, for the 5000 
rmiepransairef which Mr. Vans aise produces as ajoundaium of 
his claim. 

For value received in silver money, I promise to deliver to Mr. 
William Vans, or to his order, in three months from this date, an 
Inscription, commonly called Rente Provisoire, of the public debt 
of France, of one hundred thousand francs capital, or five thou- 
sand rents pr. annum. It being well understood that it is an In- 
scription Rente Provisoire, and not money, let the price of said 
rent at the time of delivery be more or less. 
Paris, 19th Vendemiaire, year nine. > 
[5th Oct. 1800.1 f 

RICHARD CODMAN. 
]V#. 908. 
[original.] 
An original memarandmn of Richard OodmanU^ shaming for whai 
the obligation of &W^ rente provisoire was given^ and what was 
the real cash debt which he owed to Mr. ana Mrs. Vans^ and the 
value at the time of the commutation (supposed Dec. 1800^ of the 
stocks in which he had promised topajf* 

Memorandum. 
Balance of account, • . • . . 54,582 Iv. 
Rentes consolidft, 8,415 livres, worth - - 100,000 *' 
Rentes proviM>ire» 5,000 *' worth - - 46,000 •< 
Interest in rente 4,300 " 



54,582 fe. 

18,750 received for the rente 8,415 

3 800 I ^^^^^^^^ received on the 8,415 rente. 
10,000 in cash. 



204,783 fe. 



100,633 
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The three last sums form the demand for 5000 livrev proti-' 
soire. 

i¥o. d09, 

[original.} 

Another original memorcmdum of Richard Codman's explaining' kis 
obligations^ showing what they were given f or ^ and the value of the 
stocks at the time of the computation^ together with a schedule of 
property offered in payments 

Balance of account - - - 54,582 
Rentes Consolide sold for - 18,750 
last 6 months of the 6th jear 3,800X 
Cash recM after Mr. V.^s return 10,000X 



87,133 aettfd cash rec^d of 
[YaiM. 
Interest on the 8415 Rent which if I 

had not sold would have been ree'd 13,500)C 



100,63SS 



Balance of account - - - 54,582 

8415 tiers consolide 55 ' 92,565 present yakie. 

Rentes provisoire 5000 - 47,500X in lieu of the 3 sum»thu» 

} years interest on 8415 rentes 4,207 [marked above x 



198,854 



Offered. 

Estate near Dreuz producing 

7200 per ann. neat rent « - 100,000 

Estate at Dammartin with the 

furniture ... - 70,000 
deduct insc'd bj Mr. Mitchell 10,000 
Do. by Mr. Bertrand - 22,000 

32,000 

38,009 
Bromfield 6l Houghton « « « 35,000 

Rose 11,500 

Cutting - - - - . 14400 



199^000^ 

[These memoranda, (No. 208 and 209) servb, with the aid 
of the correspondence, to explain the nature and origin of the 
whole debtk 
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R. C. held a certificate of French Government Stocky repre« 
senting a nominal capital of 1 68,300 francs, transferred to him 
by Mrs. Vans, which stock he sold for 18,750 francs, (about 
^3750) being all it would produce in the market. He receiv- 
ed upon it an old Dividend, which was due from the Govern* 
ment for past interest. This was paid in Bans, another sort of 
Government paper, which produced in the market 3,800 francs. 
He might have received, if he had continued to hold the stock, 
farther payments of interest which would have produced 13,500 
francs more, and with this he charges himself* All this belong- 
ed strictly to Mrs. Vans. He also received in some way for 
account of Vans himself s. sum of 10,000 francs. For these 
three sums, viz. 3,800, 13,500, and 10,000, he gave in settle- 
ment an obligation to deliver Gov. Stocks to the nominal amount 
of 100,000 francs — ^worth at the time one of these memoranda 
was made 46,000 francs, and at the time the other was made 
worth 47,500. — For the Stock originally transferred to him by 
Mrs. Vans he gave his obligation to deliver an equal amount of 
stocks, worth at the time of one memorandum 100,000 francs, 
at another 92,565. For another 6 mo. int. on this stock, which 
he might have received if he had not sold it, he gave his note 
amounting to 4207 francs. Then there remained for settle- 
ment a balance of account of 54,582 francs for the proceeds of 
Mrs. V.'s houses sold by her order for 74,000 francs, out of 
which was deducted sums paid by her order, leaving the above- 
mentioned balance. The mode of accounting for this balance 
was the great suWect of controversy between Vans and R. C. — 
Vans insisting (after a great rise of Gov't Stocks) that be should 
account for it as if it had been invested in them at their lowest 
point of depression. The whole cash debt to Mr. and Mrs. 
Vans together, appears to have been 

proceeds of the houses, less payments, 54,582 francs, 

proceeds of the Stocks sold, 18,750 
interest received on the Stocks, 3,800 

cash received after V's return to Paris, 10,000 



r About #17,000.) 87,132 
of which 10,000 francs only, (about $2000) belonged to Vans 
himself. Out of this, by counting the whole as his own prop- 
erty— -(instead of his wife's) and reckoning what the stocks, if 
they had not been sold, might have come to, by interest, and 
rise of value, Mr. V. builds up a claim to more than $500,000 ! 
At the time these memoranda were made by R. C. in Paris, 
reckoning the Stocks at their then market price, the whole debt 
to Mr. and Mrs. Vans together was about 200,000 francs, for 
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which R. C. offim piopertjr which he estimates at aboot the 
same sum.] 

Ho. 910. 

[original.] 

TViBiam Vans to Richard CodnuOL 

Dkaii Sir.*^! am getting mj passport and all papers ready to 
take with me to Calais, but I want from you the following paperv 
which DcTille will copy and bring with him. 

1st. Copy of your letter to Mr. Nott 

fUL A letter from you to me, saying that Nott owed me at that 
day the bill payable to order clear without any demand on me 
against it, and also say to me that the manner of accepting bills 
by the government is by inregistering of them in the department 
on whidi they are drawn — please also to send me the papers giT- 
en you by Rose, belonging to me. — I cannot go without these pa- 
pers, therefore pray send me them by the bearer. Yours, 

W. VANS. 

Paris, 27th Vendemiaire, 9th year. > 
(18th Oct., 1800. f 

[original.] 

LeUerfrom John Codman at CkdaiSf to Richard Codman at PariM. 

Calais, Monday, 20th Oct., 1800. 
Mt Dbar BROTHBRr-^I anived yesterday at this place, but find 
neither letter nor passport. I must wait till I see or hear from 
you, which I presume will be as soon as possible. Yours, 

J. CODMAN. 

IVo. 919. 

[original.] 

WiJUam Van$ to Richard Codman. 

30th Vendemiaire, year 9. 
(21st Oct., 1800.) 
Dbar Sir,~I pray you to have my inscriptions borrowed, ready 
to be delivered agreeable to your obligation, as I shaU transfer 
your obligation to a person with whom I hone some 6ic5tfi€<l*-— and 
who will be much disappointed if they are not ready to be deliv- 
ered to him. The obligation for tne rentes provisoire, I shall 
keep until I see the issue of the bill on Hamburg. By the way 
you have not sent me the letter agreeable to promise. 

Yours, W. VANS. 
I am at this moment setting ont for Calais. 

* TkuM it t)M obligation for the 8415 rentes which Mr. Vans in &et negotiated 
to one Paccaud. 



I 
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No. MS. 

Letter from Messrs H^mbergs to Jt« OodmeoL 

HiTRB, I6th Brum. 9th jear. I 
(Gth Novfmber, 1800.) ) 
Mr. RIolMrd Codman. 

81B4— We have succeesivdj received yesterday and to daj, both 
your esteemed fhvors of the 15th inst ; by which jou dedre U0 to 
forward 70a copies of the accounts of sales of the cargoes per En* 
terprise, Catbarine^ Betsey, Commerce from Norfolk and from 
London, and of the Leonard.* 

At the time of arrival of those vessels, the greatest terror pre* 
vailed in France, and we dared not keep our transactions regu- 
larly registered.t But in order to satisfy you, we are setting about 
collecting the materials, and as soon as we have succeeded, we 
shall have the pleasure of transmitting them to you. Interim we 
remain with esteem, sir, your obedient humble servants, 

HOMBERG A HOMBER6, freres, & Co. 

No. 914. 

[original.] 



WilKam Vans to Richard Codmau 
f 21st Brumair 
(11th N«v., 1800.) 



Pabis, 21st Brumaire, year 9. ^ 



Mr. R. Codmsii. 

Dear Sir, — ^I wrote you before I left Paris, that I had negotia- 
ted yoar obUgoHan^ and that in consequence qfjfowr brother^ s arrival^ 
I had requested it not to he presented for a few days. 1 am now 
three days without telhng you the situation you have placed me 
in, requiring me to see you daily ; and as your bill for 4,207.10 
is due numey leni^ and I have not a shilling and cannot command 
money for it, I hope you will find means to pay it efier deducting 
the 1,800 Uoree I haoe had of you on account.^ I must also repeat 
my request for my account current that I may know for what I 
owe you 23,000 livres, which you state in your letter. The let* 
ter on Hamburg promised you have not sent me at present I do 
not want as I haoe negotiated your obtigation—for goods^ The 

* Thete were adrentures tent by J. Sl R. Codman from America, the pro- 
ceed! of which had fone into R. Codman'a handa, and of which he had ren- 
dered no account to hia house, and had kept no regular account himaelf. The 
HomberM therefore are deaired to fhmish these acconnta in order that R. Cod* 
man might make a wttlement for them with hia brother J. Codman, then at 
Paris. 

t Mr. Vans ealb for all the books of J. db R. Codman. They ate produced. 
All the account books of R. Codman which exist, (and thev are mere memo- 
randa, not regular account books) are also produced ; but Mr. Vans affects to 
disbelieve that there are not other and regular account books. Tet Mr. Vans 
prodaces no hookg himself; — and it appears from this letter that the Hombergs, 
one of the first mercantile houses in France, regularly eatabliahed, and doing 
extensive bnainers, dared nai keep books at that period ! 

t Another amall note given by R. C. to Vana to pay 6 mo. interest on the 
8415 rentes. 

§ The obligation for 8415 rentes which bad been sold by Vans to Paccaud, 
though he now pretends that Paocaud held it merely for his accommodation. 



144 

letter respecting the lands jou maj or not send as yon choose as 
I have always jour honor to do justice. 

But while you delay settling this business you do me great in- 
jury and prevent my settling my affairs, and make me eat my last 
shilling in attending on you. For God's sake then do do some- 
thing and let me leave this hellish country.* I am busy all day 
long and am only at home before 9 — and after 5 in the evening. 

Yours, W. VANS. 

nro. 319. 

Letter from Messrs^ Hombergs to R. Codman, 

Havre, 23d Brum., 9th year. ^ 
( 15th November, 1800.) ) 
Mr. R. Codmsn, Paris. 

Sir, — ^Vl^e had the pleasure of addressing you on the 6th, and 
we now inclose you duplicate of the sales in specie to the com- 
mission of your cargo tobacco per the Leonard, Capt. Hackett, 
from Norfolk, together the sales at auction of the cuttings, and 
our disbursements on the whole in assignats. Notwithstanding 
the strictest search, this is the only account we have till now dis- 
covered, and we much fear, as we have before hinted, that the 
others will be irrecoverable by reason of the irregularity in which 
the time of terror forced us to keep our writings. Nevertheless 
we shall continue overhauling our papers, and if any thing more 
is found, you will immediately receive the same. With regard, 
we remain, sir, your humble servants, 

for J. Homberg 6l Homberg, freres, 

A. H.HOMBERG. 

nro. 316. 

[original.] 
William Vans to Richard Codman. 

Paris, Brumaire 26th, year 9. ) 
(17th Nov., 1800.) ] 

Mr. R. Codman. 

Sir, — I again repeat my request to you for my account current 
which you tell me in your several letters amounts to 23,700 livres. 
As I settled and paid you all I owed you on leaving France,f I can- 
not conceive how I can owe you this sum, therefore please send 
it me that I may know. Please also to send me the letter respect- 
ing the lands to be given me as security for 7,000 livres rentes 
placed in the name of Mrs. Vans Sl Son. 

* At this date J. Codman had been in Paris near three weeks, and this letter 
shows that Vans knew it. Yet the correspondence proceeds between Vans 
and R. Codman alone^ and the claim is made upon tlie latter alone, without 
an intimation from either party that J. Codman had any interest in the busi- 
ness. 

t It would seem from this passage, and a former one in another letter, that 
when he sailed on the tobacco speculation, Vans had been indebted to Richtrd 
Codman and then paid his debt off and settled all accounts, so that the account 
now called for commenced on or after Januarj? 15th, 1791); and all the con- 
tracts existing between Vans and Richard Codman at tlie dafe of this letter, 
had their origm loni; after the dissolution of John & Richard Codman. 



9.) } 
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I must also again repeat my request for payment of jour obli* 
^tions given rae for moneja I have lent you, upon your sacred 
word of honor fo return it to me when demanded ; two years you 
have had this property and for which I have never received a shil- 
iing interest for the loan.* 

I have placed these obligations as security for an engagement 
and if you do not pay them I must give it up and still be as I al- 
ready have been a suflferer by this loan. Then for God sake 
come forward and settle this business and you will very much 
oblige your humble servant, W. VANS. 

Please answer the foregoing questions in writing that we may 
well understand each ether* 

No. 917. 

{copy.] 
From a loose iliMt, in the hind writing of Richard Codman. 

Michard Codman to William Vtms. 

3(hh Brumairc, 
{20th Nov., 1800.; 
Hr. Wm. Vana. 

Dear Sir, — The enclosed copy of a letter I have this morning 
written to Mr. Montflorence, is an answer to that part of your 
letter which respects the 8,415 livres inscriptions ; the rente pro* 
misoire are on my Ust and will be equally provided for. With re- 
spect to tlie 7,000 livres for Mrs. Vans, 1 intend to put that mat- 
ter upon another footing, and secure it more solidly by mortga- 
;giqg the whole of that estate which produces me 7,200 livres, rent 
net, of which I have dbready made a sale to Mrs. Vans. I am think* 
tng I had better get Lavellee notary at Dammartin to make the 
accounts. I should however like to see you to talk of this, as 
well as to propose to you an object for payment of the first two 
objects mentioned io this letter. 

if you like, I will call and breakfast with you to morrow, be- 
tween 9 and 10. If this should suit you, let me know by the bear- 
er. Yours sincerely, R. CODMAN. 

No. 318. 

(original.] 

WilRam Vans to Richard Codman. 
Mr Richard Codman. 

Dear Sir, — I have received your letter of 30th Brnmaire, with 
the copy enclosed you sent Mr. Montflorence, and I will not de- 
cline telling you- my surprise and regret, at finding you insult Mr. 
Montflorence because he has been my mediator in a contract 
which would have given me a considerable benefit. I am sorry 
to find you are disposed to consider those your torments^ who un- 
dertake a mercantile commission for me. 

And I must now inform you that it is my fault that your obliga^ 

^ While Vans ia thai urgent on Riekard Codman, John Codman ia in Parii 
and abundantly able. Why doea not Vana call upon him ? 

19 
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tiau is protested,^ When I made this contract under the dirce^ 
tion of Mr. Montflorence inBcriptions were at 36 liTree, to day 
they are 33, therefore the person with whom I made this con^ 
tract wishes to be off his contract but I refused to let him off un-^ 
til be protests your obligation ; for why should I lose 5,000 litres, 
will you pay them to me ? (I beliere not,) besides the adyau' 
tages of the contract ? Therefore sir the moment your oUigation 
is protested, our agreement, which you haye repeatedly said to 
me was of no value in law, and which I find to be true, ceaaea 
and becomes null and void as declared in the contract. 

But to preyent a lawsuit which will cost you 100,000 livres and 
me 60,000, 1 again repeat and request you will please leaye all 
demands of every kind to arbitrators, and their decision shall be 
mine. For I am well convinced you and I can never agree upon 
this business as we have already been foiir months endeavouring 
to settle, and it is still where it was unsettled. I mi^t again re- 
peat my prayer for my account current, that I may know what has 
become of my property placed in tfour hands by Mrs. Vans, I 
shall therefore wait your answer to this letter before I protest 
your obligation. If like an honest man you mean to do justice 
you will consent without delay to arbitrate my demands— 4>ut if 
you refuse me this justice I must protest your obligation and do 
as well as I can. 

I must remind you that all our concerns is on account of wumieM 
I have lent you to be appropriated agreeable to my orders, I am 
therefore not to be put on your list creditors.! Yours with re* 
spect, W. VANS- 

^ Paris, 1st Frimaire, 9th year. > 
(21st Nov., 1800.) ( 



IVo. 919, 

[OKIGINAL.] 

JftlKam Vans to Richard Obdmem. 

Mr. Richard Codman, 

Sir, — Doctor Swedeaux has agreed to take your note payable 
to him for 1,000 livres, payable in one month from this date, 
please write the note, and send it to me by the bearer, and I will 
endorse this sum on your note given me, and due the 13th last 
Brumaire,— I will answer your letter of yesterday folly to day. 
I am, your obedient servant, W. VANS. 

1st Frimaire, 0th year. I 
(21st Nov., 1800.) } 

* So that it seems R. C/b obligation for the 8/115 rentes which fell due aboot 
the Ist of Noyemher was to be protested while J C. is in Paris, and yet ke is 
not called upon. 

t Vans was at this time aware that R. C. was TtmiXj insolvent. He claims 
therefore to be put on the footing of an honorary creditor, and not to stand on 
ihe common Usi, Whyso, if John Codman, then in Paris, was also liabU? 
There was no fear of his insolvency. 
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No. 990. ' 

[origin alJ 
WilSam Vans to Ricttard Oodman. 
Mf. Ricliftrd Codman, 

Sir, — ^I think we both agreed last oTening that the memoran* 
dmn we had signed, dated the 1st Vendemiaire, 0th jear, was be« ' 
^ome nuU and void. I will therefore thank you to send me thifl 
paper bj the bearer, or if jon do not choose to send me this p»> 
per, then send me a letter, — in which joa shall eaj, that hy mutu- 
al consent the agreement made the 1st Vendemiatre, the 0th jear^ 
is null and void. This will prevent my protesting the billet of 
8,415 rentes, which I must otherwise do to day, for my own secu* 
tity^ and as you want time to make out your accounts, 1 agree to 
wait days for them, at which time we will endeavor to 

isome to some amicable arrangements. 

I will wait provided you send me the letter or memorandum 
above requested,— ^which I pray you to send me by Devilled the 
karer of this letter^ I am, with respect» W. VAN& 

dd Frimaire, 0th year. ) 
(38d Nov. 1800.) f 

No. 93^. 

[gopt.] 

tF^rom John Cocbfkan'i TravelUag Letter Book.] 

J0kn Codnum U WUkam Vans. 

Paris, 20th Not. 1800. 
Mr. Willkm Vans, 

SiR,--^On the other side is a statement of the bill protestedi 
which you gave me in Boston sometime since^ The amount to 
your debit i^ll^ I5. I am now in the same want of the reim* 
bursement of the sum^ vit. for my ezpences in a foreign country 
that you was when I endorsed your bill, I therefore cannot doubt 
you willfoel the necessity of my immediate reimbursement, which 
willoblige,* Yours, J. CODBfAN. ' 

Bill, £100 

Damages, o..^^...- 10 
Charges, •.»...* ^ * 2. I5* 

Interest one year, «. * . « w 6 

,£11& 15. 

1V0.999. 

[ORIGINAI..] 

WiUiam Vans to Richard Codman. 

(Without date-HSupposed between Slst ) 
Nov. and 8th Dec, 1800.) I 

Mr. Richard Codman, 

Sir, — I have received your statement, and make you the fol- 
lowing offer. 

* This ig the first communication between John Codman and William Vani 
at Paris. Does it look as if John Codman suppoeed himself a larire debtor to 
WiUiam Vtn» ? * 



148 

Ist You owe me 8,415 rcrmes, lent T. C.*— with the interesf 

thereon due, and coming due, not paid, amounting to Ht. 106,009 

Rent provisoire, yalue to daj «--«-* 47,60(^ 

Kv. 153,500 

For this demand, owing toyeur deranged siate^i I will accept a» full 

payment the jf 100 sterling biU^ given by me to your brother^ and 

also jour estate at Dreuz and that of CraTenouz,in full payments 

These two estates cost jou about 75,000 HvreSf and no morcf — 

Sou owe Mrs. Vane for the sale of her two houses, which money 
[rs. Vans gave you to buy inscriptions, T. C4 ond vhick inscrip^ 
tions are vahud Ms day^ 4(M),000 livres. 

To this demand I will advise her to accept the following pay^ 
ment in fulL 

1st You to pay her 3,000 livres per year, for ten years, at 
which time you may acquit her by paying her the sum ef 30,00^ 
livres. 

2d. The httle house, near Dammartin, which cost you 12,000i 
livres. 

3d. The furniture at Dammartin, value about 5,000 livres.> 

4th. Your demand on Rose, who says it' is 8,500 Uvres.^ 

5th. Cash down, 5,000 Ifvres. 

All papers in your hands belonging to me, to be retarnecT, and 
all ezpences of transfer, 4lc. to be at your expense. I would ob^ 
serve to you, that the rent promsoire I have sold according to law^ 
and negotiated a long time ago the rent T. C^ I therefore do not 
fear your buying my debts, or having oppositions put in your handv 
your threats have no effect on me,-^l eipected before this yoii 
had put in your bilan ;\\ remember you can persuade me to A» 
any thing but drive me to nothing. 

1 have called at your house, but did not find yeif at home. I 
go this day at 3 o'clock at Mr. P. and tell hkn to meet Bemi tO' 
morrow at that house. My statement of truth what I lose by yo» 
in accepting the enclosed offer. 

First rentes due Mrs. Vans, value «• 400,000 

lent 106^000 

P. 47,500 



553,500 Iivre». 
The property I will accept^ 
1st. Dreux cost you ^ ^ * 50,000 
2d. Cravenoux »• •« ^ ^ . 25,000 

* Tbat k, Tien Comolide. 

t Deranged itate ? Whose ? /^ 6l K. Cocfman fiever were in a deranged 
•tat«. John Oodman was at Chat mometft inr Paris, worth 300,000 dollars. 

X The house was Hn. Vans* — the money was paid to her. she pot it (73,000 
fifencs,) into Richard Codman's hands to bay inscriptions, is that a niercan* 
tile transaction, or a private trust ? 

§ Thus it would seem tbat Vans had parted with both the obligations on 
which he now founds his claim. 

Jl Bilan means putting in a list of creditors on a bankruptcy. " I expected 
be»ro this, you Would kave deelaied yoursrif buknipt^ Whatl and Mm 
Idb? 



I4d 

Futniiture Dimmaartin ^ • *. 8,000 

Cash ten years ---.*. 30,000 

"today - . . * - 6,000 

Little House co0t .... 12,000 

Rose demand . * - - ^ 8,000 

J. Codman's bill* ^ w . . 2,400 



-140,400 liv« 



•Thcs pat 4s. in f hA pouND.t WM. VANS. 



JVo. 

[original.] 

Vani to R. Codman^ 

(Without date, Supposed between 21 Nov. and 8 Bet. 1800.) 

Mr. Vans ihakes the following proposal to Mr. Godman for a 
final settlement. 

To 8,415 rentes T. C. By the estate at Dreuz, giving 

a net reht of 7,250 livres per year. 
By all demands of John Cod- 
man and R. Codman amnst Mr. 

To 100,000 rekite pfwisoirek and Mrs. Vans from December 

1706, to this day, including the 
^100 sterling bill of ezchangey, 

There will then remain 73,000 livi^s dile Madame Vans for the 
Bale of the 2 houses, and this demand made by Madame Vans on 
account of the 73,000 livres shall be settled in the manner follow- 
iiig. Mr. Codman shall choose 20 men, and Mrs. Vans shall 
choose 20 men ; from Mr. Codman's 20 inen, Madame Vans shall 
choose 5 men ; from Madame Vans* 20 hfien, Mr. Codman shall 
choose 5 men. These 10 names shall be put in a box and a third 
person shall draw out one, and this one man shall be the sole arbi- 
trator who shall say whether Madame Vans shall receive the 73,000 
livf es and interest iind quit. 

If Madame Vans is only awarded this sum it shall be paid in the 
following manner ; one third in one year in a billet to order bear- 
ing interest of 6 per cent. ; okie third in the same taiantier in two 
years, and one third in the same manner in three years. But if 
he should give damages on the inscriptions, then these damages 
and inscriptions over and above the 73,000 livres shall be paid in 
billets of 12,000 livres each to order, in ten years without any in- 
terest thereon. In ten days after this agreement is signed, Mr. 
Codman shall give Wm. Vans, as a present, 5,000 livres in cash, 
to enable him to quit France. On signing this agreement, all 
papers and notes claimed by each party shall be given up. An 
answer before 12 o'clock is requested. 

* In eyny paper of propcwali, J. Co4man*8 bill for £100 is adToneed. Why ? 
J. Codman had paid it, and held Vans for it ; but if J. Codman owed Vans as 
partner (40,000 or mora, why so anxious to have J. Codman's little £100 bill 
paid ? 

t Willing to Uks 4a in the poand ! JM» 0>dmMi^ Habit, tml then in Parig* / 
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No. 9»S. 

[original.] 

An original p^jg^er^ in John Codman^s kand-^mriiing^ made at Parity 
amd p urpo rti ng to he an estimate of Richard Codman^s Losses in 
fVance^Dec. 1800.) 

By the purchase of a debt due from the Gorern- SKrlios. 

mentf to Uriffith, being for a cargo of rice, - - 2yOW 

By the brig Elizabeth and cargo, taken and car^ 

ried into England, • - - - - 2,000 

Bj an adventure to Lisbon, with Joseph Russell 

and others,* - . - ... i,ooo 

By Dide and Scribe 4,000 

By moneys lent to people unable to pay, - - 7,000 
. By goods ordered from Voght, and afterwards coun- 
termanded and sold with loss, .... 2,000 

By inscriptions borrowed of Vans and sold, now 

worth more than they sold for, by ... 2,500 

By cotton imported from Lisbon, in the Thetis, - 4,000 

By Do. in the Elizabeth, - ... 2,000 
By loss on the Estate Rue Bougoyne, sale being 

annulled by legal decision on minors' claims, - 4,000 

By interest money paid, - ... 6,000 

By expenses during eight years, .... 8,000 

^^44,500 



lVo.896. 

A letter from W. Vans to R, Codman.~[So date.] 
Mb. R. Codman. 

Sir, — I have been with Mr. Montflorence this morning, who 
thinks the time affixed in the award, too short for the arbitrators 
to give in their award, and we also think it is better to draw up 
the bond without penalty, on account of enregistering, and I think, 
and he with me, that the name of Celeste R. Oouvain for Vans 
should be mentioned in the bond both for your security, and for 
mine, as 1 shall make out your account current, in the joint name 
of myself and wife. This changement I have made in our bond 
agreed on yesterday I hope will meet your approbation, and you 
will please write an answer to Mr. Montflorence, and inclose this 
letter in it, that he may have the papers ready by tomorrow at 
this hour. I am &c. W. VANS. 

Mr. M. says the award to be given in 20th Nivose, instead of 
the 10th as it now stands. 

* The same doubtlett whjch Mr. Ruiaell refers to in hii affidavit. See No. 99. 
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Mo. 997. 

[original.] 
Van$ to John Codman^ at Paris.* 

Paris, 17 Frimaire, jear 9. I 
(8 Dec. 1800.) f 

Mr. John Codman. 

Dear Sir, — ^Your brother R. Codman informed me jesterday 
that you had wrote me a letter^ telling me that the bill of mine you 
had endorsed, had been returned to Boston protested, <md that you 
had paid it. This letter I have not received. As jour brother has 
charged me this bill in his account, it is proper before I allow 
the charge, that you should give me a receipt for payment of iv 
I wrote your brother from Boston, 24th July, by Mr. Bromfield, 
that I had given you up the letters of credit, &.c. This letter 
your brother says he never received, but a letter of the same date 
you sent by Bromfield and Houghton gave him this information ; 
pray tell me which of the two you sent your letter by, was it 
Bromfield, or was it Mr. Houghton t Please return me an an* 
swer by the bearer. With respect your humble servant, 

WM. VANS- 

T¥o. 998. 

[copy.] 

[From John Codman's Travelling Letter Book.] 

John Codman to Vans. 

Paris, 8 Dec. 1800. 
Mr. Wm. VaiiB. 

Sir, — I have been expecting a reply to mine of the 29th Nov. 
which I sent you by the penny post ; instead of which I received 
to-day yours of 17 Frimaire. I can answer it no other way than 
to send you a copy of mine of the 29th Nov., which I cannot ac» 
count for that you have not received. I am 6lc. 

J. CODMAN. 

UTo. 990. 

[original.] 
Vans to John Codman* 

Paris, 17 Frimaire, 9 year. > 
(8 Dec. 1800.) ) 

Mr. John Codman. 

SiR,-^I again repeat to you that the letter you say you wrote 
me, I never received, and should not have known you had wrote 
it, had not your brother told me of it yesterday, and at the same 
time informed me the bill had gone back protested.! I now in- 
form you that this bill was drawn by me on the joint account of 

* This 19 the first communication from Vans to John Codman at Paris, whem 
he had then been, with Vans* knowledge, more than six weeks; and instead 
of asserting a claim against J. C, it is endeavoring to evade the payment of a 
demand made by J. C. on Vans. 

t This letter which Mr. Vans thus denies the receipt of, waa produced btj hitn- 
««// before the Legislative Committee of 1835 ! ! ! 
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yawr hraiher and me^ which no doubt jour brother has informed* 
you ; and I now also inform jou that your brother has charged 
me in his account this jf 100 bill. Ton mU therefore please look to 
Mm for settlement dftkh hiUi and send me the receipts requested* 
and I will thank you to answer the latter part of my last letter. 
I ani with esteen^ your humble iervant* W. VANS. 

IVo. 930. 

[oaiGlNAL.] 

Vans to R. Codman. 

(No date, supposed between 8 Dec. 1800, and 24 Jan. 1801.) 

Sir, — ^You are without dispute my debtor for 38,000 hvres in 
a rente provisoire, besides the large sum now in dispute before ar- 
bitrators.t 

You know well sir, I hare not money to buy me daily bread. 
Yet ^ou refuse me the trifling sum of 500 litres. What am I 
to think of you in this situation, when you hare a number of es- 
tates clear, and yet you refuse to give me money or security 
which will enable me to get money. 

Take care, sir, what yon do. Monejr I will have while Hfe ex- 
ists, and be assured you or I cantifot live. I send yoii a copy of 
your bill, the original must be placed wher^ I can command suffi- 
cient money to live on, until the arbitration is finished. 

W. VANS. 

Wo. 381. 

[ORIGlIfAL.] 

Vans to R. Codman. 
No date, — (supposed between 8th Dec. 1800, 
and 24th January 1801. 
Mr. R. Codman. 

Sm, — I am neither a fool, nor a rogue, and shall do with prop- 
erty in my hands as 1 choose, without doing any thing contrary 
to law, honor, and justice $ but I am to be no longer your dupe. 

W. VANS. 
Pay me sir, 10,000 lirres, borrowed ; defirer my deeds of lands ; 
deliver me 4,000 livres, bill of Conipadrd ; deliver me the 5 or 6 
years interest due on 8,415 rentes lent ; and not like a rogue^ re- 
fuse to do now what you gave me your most sacred word of honor 
you woiild do, which you have forfeited more than once ; but the 
time is not far ojS* when I shall have satisfaction and it is not prob- 
able we shall both ever quit France aUve. 

* A distinct sdmisfloii to J. Codman himself tb«t Hab wfaol6 tobtcco oeacSra 
was a private one of R. Codman and Vans. 

t Thus it appears that a reference was made of matters in dispute between 
Vans and EiAard Codroani at the very time John Codman was in Paris. 

20 
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No. 9S9. 

[original.] 
Aeeauad m <Ae Aonii-wn^ii^ of HicAord Codimifi, m Jiateei ^y Am 31jI Dtc 1800. 

^andMRS.^VAWi "'' } ***•'' account current with Richard Codmav. 



7th year. 

Prairial 7. 

(26 May, 1799.) 



9th year. 
Niyose 1, 
(81 Dec. 1800.) 



9th year 

NiTOM 1. 

(31 Dec. 1800.) 



By thia sum received of Mr. Reubell, 
for the aale of hia two bouses in the Rue 
de rUniyersit^, 74,000,— deduct 1,000 
paid Mrs. Vans, .... 

By interest on the same to this date, 
1 year, 6 months, 20 days, at 6 per cent, 
per annum, 

To this sum, including interest paid 
for him at sundry times, agreeable to 
note herewith, . - - - 

Balance due Wm. Vans, to new ae 
count below, .... 

liyres toumois, 




By balance due on old acct as aboye, 
^j 8,415 de rente, borrowed of Mr. 
Vans, in the 7th year, bearing interest 
from 1st Vendemiaire, 9th year. 

NoTs. Interest on the last 6 mos. of 
the 6th year, and the 7th and 8th years 
paid. 5,000 rente proyisoire payable in 
rentes. 
Pluyiose 1 .* To a bill of Exchange drawn from the 

(21 Jan. 1801.) Isle of France, 28th CH^rminal, yr. 5, on 
the Paymaster Greneral of the Depart- 
ment of the Marine, enregistered at the 
Bureau du yis6, 20th Flojeal, 6th year, 
payable in six months^ exigible the 30th 
Brumaire, 7th year, for one million of 
liyres. The said bill was entrusted to 
Mr. Vans, for sale, which sale has been 
made by him for one hundred and ten 
thousand liyres specie, of which he has 
touched ten thousand liyres. 
Errors Excepted. 
(Signed,) RICHARD CODMAN. f 

Paris, 1st Niyose, 9th year, (21st December, 1800.) 



54688 7 



110,000 



* This original account seems to haye been returned to R. C. and the last 
item to haye been added to the account, at the date which it bears, being sub- 
sequent to that under which the account was rendered. 

t Mr. Vans also produces ^another account rendered by Richard Codman, 
(of which we haye no copy,) in which is charged the iClOO bill drawn by Vans, 
and endorsed by John Codman, for Richard Codman's account. 
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Wo. 383. 

[OBIOINAL.] 

Account in the handwriting of Richard Codman, as stated hy him 
2lst Dec. 1800, exhibiting the items which compose the sum of 
25,261 Sin the account current next preceding. 



Mr. William Vans, ) 
and Madame Vahs, j 



to Richard Coomait, 



Dr. 



For sundries, at the following dates, and interest up to the 1st of NiTose, 
9th year French Republic, at 6 per cent, per annum. 



Interest. 



Totals. 



7th year. 
NiToseaO. 



PluTiose 10. 
20. 



Ventose 10. 
Germinal 10. 
Floreal 9. 

10. 

15. 

Prairial 2. 



16. 



Messidor 10. 
Thermidor 10. 
Fructidor 10. 
8th year. 
Vendemiaire 10. 
Bnunaire 10. 
20. 
Frimaire 10. 
Nivoee 10. 
Pluviose 10. 
Ventose 10. 
Germinal 10. 
Floreal 10. 
Prairial 10. 
Mesaidor 10. 
Thermidor 10. 
Fmetidor 10. 



To the sums paid Mrs. 
Vans, to pay the month 
of Niyose, 

do. paid do. 
Mr. Bourne, of Amster- 
dam, for this sum paid 
you, 

Cash paid Mrs. Vans, 
do. do. 
do. paid Mr. Delorme, 
do. Mrs. Vans, 
do. do. for Marietie, 
do. sent Mad . Gouyain , 
Tour note paid Dr. Swe- 
dieaux, with interest. 
Cash paid Mrs. Vans, 
Your draft of 10th Flo- 
real, on Caspar Voffht, 
to be paid 10th Messidor, 
and which Mr. Voghthas 
passed to my debit, 
Carii paid Mr. Demilly 
his charges on the house 
■old Mr. Reubell, - 
Do. paid the payer's bill, 
Do. do. slater's bill. 
Do. paid Mrs. Vans, 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. sent Mad. Gouyain, 

Do. paid Mrs. Vans, 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



UVTM. 



500 
500 



600 
500 
600 
120 
500 
600 
500 

4412 

500 



3100 



478 15 
36 10 
150 
500 
50(f 
500 

500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
600 



22} 



22J 

21} 
20} 
19} 

It 

194 
194 

19 
181 



57 10 
56 13 



67 
54 3 
51 13 
11 16 
49 3 
58 10 
48 2 

419 3 
46 17 



290 12 



44 6 

3 6 

13 17 
44 3 
41 13 
39 3 

36 13 
34 3 
36 6 
31 10 
29 3 
26 13 
24 3 
21 13 
19 3 
16 13 

14 3 
11 13 

9 3 



Livret. 



557 10 
656 13 



667 
554 3 

551 13 
131 16 
549 3 
658 10 
548 3 

4831 3 
646 17 



3390 12 



583 1 

39 16 
163 17 
544 3 
541 13 
639 3 

536 13 
534 3 
633 6 
531 18 
529 3 
626 13 
524 3 
521 13 
519 3 
516 13 
514 3 
511 13 
609 3 



IB6 



9th year. 
Vendemiaire 10. 


Do. paid Mrs. Vana, 


600 


4 


6 13 


506 IS 


Bmmaire 10. 


Do. do. 


500 


i| 


4 3 


504 3 


Frimaire 10. 


Do. do. 

Do. paidM. Tiotte, by 


500 


1 


1 13 


501 13 




order of Mra. Vana, 


200 


u 


13 


aoo 13 




Do.|MidMr.Feiriflr,foT 
4 quarten' rent, - 


660 } 










K 










maM at 6 month*, 


s 


6 


19 16 


679 16 




To caah paid for remov- 












ing to the Roe de la 












Revolution y 








50 




To error, the articles 












rince the commencement 












of the 8lh year, being in 












franca, instead of livres 












toumoia, say 1| per cent 












on 9,251, - 






JUv's 
^tonr. 


115 13 










25261 8 



Errors excepted. 
(Sigrudf) 
Paris, 1st Nivose, 9th year, (21st Dec. laOO.) 



RICHARD CODMAN. 



No. 984. 

[OKIOINAL.] 

nU note given by Richard Codman to John Codnum in sUtUmaU 
ojan account at Paris Jan, 1, 1801. 

Paris, Jan. 1, 1801. 
Upon the final settlement of all accounts this day between me 
and my brother John Codman of Boston, I acknowledge that 
tbere is due to him the sum of forty eight thousand three hun- 
dred and twenty eight Spanish milled doUars and fifty seven cents, 
which I promise to pay him or his order on demand with interest, 
having signed triplicates of like tenor and date to serve as one. 
48,928 dolls. 57 cts. RICHARD CODMAN. 

* Joel Barlow, ) Signing witnesses to 
Robert Fulton, ) one of the three Notes. 

* This is a memorandum in pencil in the hand writinfof John Codman, at 
the foot of one of the two originals in our possession. The third which con- 
tained the oriffinal stgnatures of Fulton and Barlow as witnesses was sent back 
to France. £e John Codman's letter to Babut No. 319. This note was given 
for the balance of the account which follows, No. 235. 
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No. a36. 

[original.] 
Vam to Richard Co(hnan, 

Paris, 4th Pluviose, 9th year.* I 
(23d January, 1801.) f 
Mr. Vans presents his compliments to Mr. Richard Codman, 
and requests he will please send him bj the bearer, — ^the foUow- 
ing papers : — 

The bond left in bis hands bj Mr. Deblois for me, the deeds of 
lands and power of attorney. The bans for the last semestre of 
the 5th year, and the 1st semestre of the 6th year, due on the 
8,415 rentes lent him* Also Compadre note for 4,000 livres. 
Also James Prince's power of attorney. These papers Mr. Cod- 
man has given his sacred word of honor, to deliver Mr. Vans when 
demanded ; he therefore expects them by the bearer. 

W. VANS. 

No. 337. 

[original.] 
Vans to J. Codman. 

Paris, 5th Pluviose, year 9. I 
(January 24th, 1801.) ] 

Mr John Codman, 

Sis, — I have been told that Mr. R. Codman had called at mj 
house since I left you this morning, and was sorry I was not 
at home. At present , after thinking of the situation in which your 
brother has placed me, I have come to a resolution to settle with him 
THROUGH Tou, if you will give me any terms I ought to accept A 

I therefore propose to you for to say to me what you will give 
me in money for my demand of 145,000 livres, and quit. And 
also what you will give Madame Vans for her demand, — for if 
you offer any thing I can accept, I will settle with you. At the 
same time permit me to observe to you that I have two obliga* 
tions of Mr. Codman, which wiUput him in jail, if I choose; and 
also it is in my power to prevent both you, and your brother, 
from leaving this country, until this business is settled.} 

Therefore sir, if you have me in your power to get possession of 

* At thie date Vans recovered a judgment against Rickard Codman, before 
the Trlbanol of Commerce at Paris, on his obligation for the 5,000 rente mv- 
visoire. Why did he sue Richard, without even waking a demand upon Jonn f 

t The question is often asked by Mr. Vans, why did John Codman propose 
terms of settlement, if he was not liable for the debt P — This letter from Tan« 
himself furnishes the answer. He first invites John Codman to make a settle- 
ment between Richard Codman and himself, and then asks why John Cod- 
man proposes terms, if he is not liable ? 

t Mark the distinction in this threat. I have oUigaUontof RieUard Codman, 
which will put Aim in jail if I choose. It is in my power to prevent you also 
from quitting France, not by putting you in jail for debt, but bv embarraas- 
inff the settlement of your affairs, or complaining of you to my friends of the 
PMiee as a dangerous citizen. 
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the prepertgf* I bate you in my poirer to keep jeii at Paris, and 
unless jou make use of joiir power, I shall not make use of mine. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your humhle servant, 

W. VANS. 
N. B. I have my agents" in the departments who will give me 
immediate notice of your having a hiU of sale of your hrotker*s 
estate8.t 

No. 338. 

[OBIOINAL.] 

Vans to John Codman. 

Paris, 9th Plu?., year 9. ) 
(28th Jan. 1801.) f 
Mr. John Codman, 

Sir, — On my retarn home last evening, I found your card, with 
a request that I would call on you this morning. 

In answer to this request, permit me to say to you, that before 
I will enter into any negotiations or arrangements with you, or 
your brother, I must receive from you or him, the following pa- 
pers, 1st. The bonds, d&c, left with R. Codman, as an arSitra- 
torX in the dispute between Deblois and me; 2d. The deeds of 
land* and power of attorney, to be sent by R. Codman to you ;§ 
3d. My bons due as interest on 8,415 rentes, T. C, lent R. Cod' 
mmt, for the 2d semestre of the 5th year, and the 1st semestre of 
the ^th year ; 4th. My bill given R. Codman, by Rose of Compa- 
dre for 4,000 livres, and all other papers placed in the hands of 
R* Codman in trust\\ by me on my leaving France for America. 

When these papers are delivered up to me, I shall be willing 
to enter into an amicable arrangement, provided we can agree. 
I am with respect, yours, W. VANS. 

No. 339. 

[original.] 
Vans to John Codman, 

Paris, 10th PIuv. year 9. > 
(29th Jan. 1801.) i 
Mr. John Codman. 

Sir, — Since I wrote you last, I understand both you and your 
brother has called on me, and I am sorry I was not at home. 
But if you or him will call on me this evening, I shall be at home, 

* How eonld J. Codman have power to get pomession of R. Codman 'a prop- 
erty, if instead of he'inft a creditor, he was then a copartner? How coaid he 
get it from Vans, if he himself and his property were liable to Vans ? 

t This then was what he apprehended, — that Richard would use up all hit 
property, in paying John, and thus leave Vans in the lurch ! Tet if John was 
his debtor, of what consequence was it if the property should be transferred to 
John ? Would it not have been as open to attachment then, for John's debt, 
as it was before for Richard's ? 

Was this a partnership business ? 

}This also was a part of the arbitration business, as appears by other letters. 
The language throughout indicates a private trust, and a separate claiia 
on R. C. for a loan to him. 



} 
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and glad to Bee you, as I am always ready to receive and accept 
any propositions which you may please make,— -such as I ca» ac- 
cept with the great load of debts lam embarrasHd with — my deUs 
in England — which I understand you mean to buy. If you will buy 
themf it will give me great pleasure^ as I feel confident I can ar- 
range with you for the wliole of them, and IheKeve ii would be a 
good speculation on your part. All I ask is to be free and clear 
from embarrassments for five years, and with your credit^ I can 
pay an my debts^ if they were a million.* Therefore, sir, consider 
your own interest, buy my debts and arrange with me, and your 
fortune will be made. Yours, W. VANS. 

IVo. 940. 

[copy.] 

[From J. Codman's TniTelliiig Letter Book.] 

John Codman to Vans. 

Paris, 1 1th Pluv. year 9. 
(30th Jan. 1801.) 
Mr. Wm. Vans. 

Sir,— ^I have received yours of the 5th, 9th, and 10th, concern- 
ing jfoar demand on my brother^i^-A should be glad to converse 
with you on the subject before my departure, — have called twice 
at your house for this purpose. I am of opinion that measures 
which I understand you are taking will eventually injure you 
both. If you can caU on me this morning, I shall be at home 
tiU 12. J. CODMAN. 

IVa« 941 « 

[copy.] 

[The foUowing is taken from J. Codman'a Travelling Letter Book, where it 
ia in hia own hand-writing.J 

J, Codman to Vans. 

11th Pluv. 9. (or 30th Jan. 1801.) 
Mr. Vana. 

Sir, — ^I have written to you this morning requesting an inter- 
view, but the messenger returned, saying you had gone out. I 
now enclose you a statement, which forms the basis of what I 
would advise my brother to agree to. 1 have not consulted him 
about it, for he too is gone out. Consider of it well, and meet 
him or me on the subject ; it is for the honor and reputation of 
both of you, to terminate your affairs, particularly as many diffi- 
culties attend litigations in a foreign country, and lawsuits are 
expensive and vexatious to all parties. 

I am your most obedient, J. CODMAN. 

* He knew the value then of Jckn Codman 'a credit, though it ia not ao clear 
how he expected to get the use of it. 

t Why does not Vans reply, air. my demand ia not on your hntkar, but on 
yotr? 
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SiaUmeni mdosed in the foregoing^ as eopUd from same Letter 

Terms of settlement proposed to Wm. Vans, for his demand 
an R. Vodfnan for the 8,415 rentes. 

The lands at Chartres,t which rent for upwards of 7,000 livres 
per annum, one for the other, on condition that these lands shall 
be subject to three years' redemption, L e. anj time within three 
years, if R. Godman, or his heirs or assigns, pay W. Vans, his 
heirs or assigns, the said 8,415 rente tiers con.^ with the interest 
thereon, that then the said lands and their rents shall be return* 
ed, and revert to the said R. Codman. Balance of account due 
from R. C, to Wm. Vans, 1st Nivose, year 9. (21st December, 
1800,) — 54,582. 7 ; ^so the value of the rente pravisoire^ what- 
ever that may be liquidated at, or any other demand which exists 
between them ; for this amount R. C to subscribe his note of hand 
to W. Vans, payable at such times as they may agree, on condi- 
tion that if K. C. can possess himself of any debts due by W. 
Vans, or Freeman & Vans in England, or elsewhere, that the 
said Vans will accept them in offset one for the other in equal 
amount. Mr. Vans will please consider that the 8,415 rentes tiers 
eon.f was sold by R. Codman for less than 20,000 livres, which 
now costs him 100,000 to pay it, and that of this 20,000 livres, 
raised by the sale of these rentes, some part was paid to Madame 
Vans by his order before any monies belonging to Madame Vans 
came into R. Codman's hands, — ^the operation of which is op- 
pressive to Codman. Mr. Vans will also consider R. Codman's 
recent losses, and that this proposal may eventually secure Mr. 
Vans his whole demand, which no other creditor can ezpect^X 

No. 343. 

[The following is asparioas and fabricated letter, pablished by Vans in one of 
his pamphlets, without title pftffBf >>t page 16, as his answer to the fore- 
going letter from John Cknlman,— rabrieated as evidence that he Am charg- 
ed John Codman as a wparbur of Richard Codman.] 

Vans to John Codman. 

Paris, Pluv. year 9. (1801.) 
Mr. J. Codman. 

Sir, — I have duly received your letter of 11th Pluviose, and 
note your offer therein contained, as well as the manner you ex- 
press yourself; but I cannot accept it, unless the Dreux or Rovery 
estate are given for the 8,415 rentes. The demand you have on 
Madame DanueU and the Firmancourt estate^ you say are worth 
60,000 Uvres.§ Your letter states that you mii^e me this offer for 
your brother ; but you say you have not consulted him about it ; 

* Wm. Vans has never prodaced this statement — ^bnt constantly produces 
one not in J. C's hand-writing, but in R. C's ; and very different in its terms 
from this. 

f Also called the estete at Dreuz. 

t Distinct notice of R. C*s intoLvmey^ — why does not Vans then call on J. 
C for payment ? 

§ J. C. had said no such thing— which of itself proves this letter to be a 
•ubseinient fabrication. 



168 

and saj, meet him or me on the tubjeet ; which pnmes that ifau 
both are one and the same person. And I can assure you I do not 
fear for my money ^ as I can prove you are copartners. 

Your humble servant, W. VANS. 

]Vo. 943. 

[The following is the genuine answer to the fore^iag letter from J.Codmut 
to Vans, dated llth Pluviose, year 9. The original, in Vans* own hand- 
writing, is fortunately preserved, and proves the former to be a mere Ahri^ 
cation.} 

Vans to John Codman, 

Paris, 12th Pluv. year 9. )[ 

(31st Jan. 1801.)* 1 

Mr. John Codmsn. 

Sir, — ^I received your letter, which you did me the honor to 
write to me under date 11th Pluviose, with the statement enclos- 
ed, making me an offer for a settlement with your brother R. 
CoDMAN,t which generous offer does honor both to yoor head 
and heart. At the same time permit me to make some obser var 
tions on this offer. 

The 8,415 rentes, T. C, I lent tour brothbr, no doubt in your 
mind, as well as his, (at this day) is a criminal act, as well as the 
loan of the rente provisoire, and also Mrs. Vans placing the 
73,000 livres in his hands to buy inscriptions, which for myfoOy 
in trusting your brother I ought to lose. 

This from the treatment I receive from you and him appears 
to be your opinions, and if I do not accept the offer of settlement 
you are pleased to make me, you intend I shall lose my money, 
— ^(however I am not afraid.) 

I now make some observations to you, respecting your situa- 
tion, and demand on your brother R, Codman, 1st. xour demand 
on him proceeds from the sales of several cargoes belonging to 
J. d& R. Godman, sent to France during the existence of the 
HOUSE OF J. 6l R. Codman, and also from the bills drawn by J. d& 
R. Codman on their house in Boston, in favor of James Prince, 
and others. This is the fact, and I can prove it. I 

The next fact is that there is several judgments obtained against 
your brother^ and several inscriptions made on his estates bought 

AT THE TIME THE COPARTNERSHIP OF J. ^ R. CoBMAN EXISTED. 

It is also well known your brother has settled and paid Mr. Reca^ 
mier 12,000 livres, for his demand of 28,000 Uvres.^ Therefore, 

* On the day of the date of this letter, Richard Codman executed before a 
Notary at Dreux an obligation for 110,000 fr. to his brother, accompanied by a 
mortgage, to secure in part the balance due him. 

t For a settlement vnth your brother ! why not for a settlement with yoMTMlf, 
or with your houses if it was a partnership business ? 

t This para^aph is correct, and proves that Vans knew tohen the copart- 
nership was dissolved, and tlie course of the business. 

§ This shows that Vans knew that R. C. was then bankrupt^ having compro- 
mised one debt at less than 50 per cent, therefofe R. C's conveyances, he ar- 
gues, would be void in law. The settlement with Recamier was in fact made 
as here stated only four days before. See No. 291 . 
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BIT, afi I am in fill! possession of these facts, and being also well 
informed that any transfer your brother may make to you or others 
IN HIS PRESBNT SITUATION wiU be null ond void according to law, 
/therefore, feel full as secure in my situation, as you can be in 
yours; and do not fear that either you, or he can do anj more 
iojurj to me in this business, than jou have already done. It is 
not my wish to go to law, on the contrary I am willing to make 
a great sacrifice for the sake of a settlement. 

This day I have three lawyers, who meet to determine whether 
I ought to accept your offer or not, and their decision I will 
follow. 

This decision I will communicate to you to-morrow. Law I 
detest, but the moment I enter into it, if it takes all I have to get 
justice, it shall go, and when all is gones this world will be too 
small for such men as your brother and me to exist in.* You had 
therefore better think well of the sacrifice. I would advise Mrs. 
Vans to make of her demand of the inscriptions, a sum which 
may amount to 40,000 sterling. This sacrifice I was in hopes 
would have induced you to have made me honorable offers, but 
which I find from present appearance is not your intention to 
make. Therefore sir, if you persist in your demand on your broth- 
er's estates to the injury of his creditors,! you must take the 
consequence, as at present I do not mean to make any other sae- 
rifice than those already declared to you and him. 

I am with respect, your humble servant, W. VANS. 

IVo. 944. 

[original.] 

Vans to John Codman, 
No date, but fixed at 17th Pluv. year 9. \ 
(i. e. 5th February, 1801.) f 

Mr. John Codman. 

Sir, — In consequence of your offer this morningf I make you 
the following proposals to accept, « . . 200,000 

Cash down, • 60,000 

R. Codman's obligation in the name of those Mr. Vans 
chooses^ at ten years, for 100,000, paying an interest of 

3,000 livres per year, to be paid annually, - - 100,000 

A little House near Dammartin, .... 12,000 

Putnam's note, 12,000 

Rose's note, 9,000 

203,000 

* Why is this threat confined to Richard, if John alao waa anawerable for 
non payment of the debt ? 

f llere ia the giat and marrow of all thia correipondence. All Vans feared, 
waa J. Codman 'a attachment on R. Codman'a property, or conveyancea of it 
bj R. C. to J. C, but not a thought had he of a claim on J. Codman himself. 

X What this o^r was will appear by the letter of J. Codman to Babut, un- 
der date of 8th Febmaiy following. 

$ t. s. made payable to the name of such person as he may appoint. 

32 
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The house I aHude to i« a house Mr. Codbnan paid 151^000 IivrM 
for, with mj monej, during my absence. W. VANS. 

No. 9AS. 

Tlw followiiur is taken from Vuui' Pamphlet, entitled, ** A froe StBtomflBt," 
Ac. at p. 19, asd ie tbe anewer to the forefoii^ note of Van* lo J. Codmaa, 
without date. 

Richard Codnum to Vam. 

Pams, 17 Pluv. 9 year. I 
(5 Feb. 1801.) / 
Mr. Vane. 

Sir, — ^It is utterly out of my power to comply with the offer 
contained in the letter to my brother under this date. It might 
perhaps be accepted if the article of 60,000 were taken out of 
such property as I have/say Bromfield and Houghton's note. 
Yours, ^ R. CODMAN. 

No. 946. 

Vmu to R. Codman^ in reply to the foregoing. 

No date, but fixed at 17th Pluv. year a \ 
Mr. R. Codnum. (t. e. 6tb February, 1801.) ] 

f hare received your note in answer to my letter to your broth* 
er. I obserye that the 60,000 was the ofifit made me by your 
brother, instead of Dreux, Therefore if you prefer to give me 
Dreux instead of the 60,000, I will accept it. I make tins sacri- 
fice for an amicable settlement ; if you refuse this sacrifice, take 
care of yourself, for depend upon it you will repent it in dust and 
ashes. W. VANS. 

No. 947. 

[original.] 
Vans to the Messrs. Codmans, 

Paris, 18 Pluv. year 9. ) • 
(6 Feb. 1801.) ) 
Meaan. J. and R. Codman. 

Gbntlbmbn, — ^It was my intention this morning to have waited 
on you in person. But on reflection, I found we were always 
farther off in conversation than in writing. As I have made up 
my mind, and am fixed in my determination to make you an of- 
fer which will enable both of you to quit France in 10 days. 

'* First, I will for myself and Mrs. Vans, with her consent, ac- 
cept to receive such a part of your estates in France as shall be 
ourproportionf which shall be ascertained by arbitrators or law as 
you chuse. 

* R. C. at this date executed a deed assigning to J. C. aa farther eecority for 
bia debt a mortgage on an estate called Cremilto for tbe suai of about 151 ,000 
francs, and an estate called Firmancourt. 

t That is, upon rateable distribution among R. Codman's creditora. He 
■ays, ** your estates," because at the date of this letter R. Codman had eieoutad 
oonveyances of these estates, or made notarial acts, having the effect of mort* 
gages, to^secore J. Codman for the debt he owed lum. 
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*' Seoondf Th« Manee whioh riiall appear to be dae at after 
dedncting this part, shall be paid in 10 years in billets to order 
with interest thereon* I mean one tenth part to be paid annual- 
ly, for whioh billets is to be given. Mr. Richard Cadhman to give 
btmd for the ftilfilment of this agreement and to leave Mr. Barlow 
to ezecttte it.* 

I now oier you my serviees to settle all your aflhirs in France, 
and state to you the manner I wiU settle them. 

1st.- Give me a Ibll power of attorney to settle all your afiairs 
with every body (except myself) which shall be left to Barlow ; 
also to dispose of your estates to the best advantage. My plan is 
this, to remove every demand now inscribed against your estates 
by giving my own notes, which with the moneys dae you and 
coming due, will pay off all troublesome demands. 

Your estates I mean to keep until peace value, and at the same 
time I mean to make use of them both for your interest and my 
own. As soon as your estates are clear from tlie present demands, 
I mean to get a credit of merchandise to amount, say from 1 to 
500,000 livres, payable at 9 months credit, and give your estates 
as guarantee ; this merchandise shall be sent to J. Codman at 
Boston for our joint account, and I am sure to gain from 50 to 
900 per cent, profit. 

The profita of this shipment wiU tnabk IL Codman to pay Ms 
debts in Americaf and the capital you must take care to remit me 
in season to pay for the merchandise. 

In this mode of settlement I serve both you and myself, as the 
credit of 9 months gives time for your estates to grow in ralue, 
and the profits on our shipment will enable R, Codman to pay 
both me and others. And for my advantage I have this credit 
which I get in consequence of your estates. Therefore should 
this plan meet your approbation I am ready to give bonds to 
amount of my demand on you, to do all I can fbr your interest. 
I am, gentlemen, with respect your hamUe servant, 

W. VANS. 

N. B. 1 wait at home one hour for your answer. 

]¥o. 348. 



The 



followinff ii from Vans' Pamphlet, addressed "To the Senate/' &e. (gX 
17,) and is the answer to Vans' note of the 6th Feb. addressed to J. Sc, R. 



P 
Codman. 



R, Codman to Vans. 

Paris, 29 Phiv. 9 year. 



[Tme date SQWosed to be 20 Pluviose, 9 year. i.e. 8 Feb. 1801, as John 
Codman had left Paris before the 28 Pluviose ; and the date of the letter refer- 
red to is 18 Pluvioae.Jt 
Mr. Vans, 

Sir : I received this morning your letter directed to me and my 

* It will be noted that lUehard's obligation only is asked for. 

t That is, his debts to John Codman chiefly. 

t On inspection of the original, when produced by Mr. Vans before a Legis- 
lative Committee, it appeared that a blot over the supposed 8 made the true 
figure illeffible. It seemed most likely that the true date was 20 or 21 Pluviose, 
i s. 8 or 9 Feb., and this eonesponda with the Ume at whieh John Codman^ in 
htif left Paris 
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htother, Tke plans of future optratums wiU not he convenient far 
me to be concerned in, Mj first wish is to liquidate all existing 
concerns between us, and to begin the world anew. 

The terms I offered you I have dow in my power to give* b^* 
cause my brother is yet here and wiU discharge uis claims, if I cms 
immediately adjtist with you. It is infinitely more for your interest 
to close with those terms than to take any other method ; the 
Firmancourt estate is not in my hands, but perhaps I can obtam 
it again at this moment I will give that, which is worth 60,00D 
livres, and my note payable in ten years for 100,000 livres, or in 
lieu of the Firmancourt estate, I will give you in cash in 2 month* 
from the present date 40,000 livres. If you see fit to call imme* 
diately after the receipt of this you will find me at home and my 
brother also, who goes at 12 o'clock. Yours, R. CODMAN. 

No. 949. 

The fbUowing is fiom Vani' Pkunphlet, addrened "To the Senate," &c. at 

page 16. 

Richard Codmanto William Vans, 

*Fluv. 1801, (supiposed 20th Fluv.) I 
(t. e, Sdi February.) | 

BIr. Vans. 

Sir, — It is impossiUe to briug our affairs to a close by writing* 
My brother goes for Calais to-morrow morning. If you will call 
on us before 10 o'clock, you will find us at home. In the mean^ 
time I adhere to my proposal of last evening. Your humble ser* 
▼ant, R. CODMAN. 

IXo. 3(10. 

[COPT.] 

(From John Codmaa'a Travelliog Letter Book J 
John Codman to Babut. 

Faris, 8th February, 1801* 
Mr. Veiffti fienoif Bd>vt, 

Sir,—*] barve executed in your favor two powers of attorney, 
which will smable you to act in my behalf in the concerns of my 
brother. 

My brother has offered to Wm. Vans, to whom he owes 200/M)0 
livres, the estate at 

Dreux, - - - 100,000 

Betz, . - ' 12,000 

Bromfield, - - - 25,000 

Rose, - - 10,000 

Cutting, - - - 14,000 

Tupper, - - - 99,000 



200,000 livres. 

^ When produced before the Lejorislative Committee in 1835 the date ofthiif 
Qote was found to be partly torn €^wo that the month <' Pluv.*' only could be 
fixed by it. 
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If Mr. Vans accepts this offer, and he and his wife discharge 
my brother in fillip and take off all oppositions that are laid on his 
estates, then jou will please to discharge the Dreuz estate, upon 
which I have got inscribed 110,000 livres. I have already hand- 
ed 70U Mr. Lacaze's acknowledgment concerning the Firman* 
court estate, which I consider as mine, and I now hand you my 
brother's bill of sale of the Cremille estate, or demand on Gran- 
din and Delon, both which are to remain sacred with you for my 
uscy and when encashedthe proceeds to be remitted to Sir. F. Baring 
4* Co. of London. These estates may possibly be opposed by Mr. 
Vans, from whom I hope to see an adjustment with my brother 
before I leave Europe. AU you can oppose to him is to refuse to 
discharge the Chartres* lands, until such adjustment takes place. 

If my brother settles with Vans in any way so as to clear the 
two estates Firmancourt and Cremille, you will relieve the Dreuz 
estate at his request. I leave with you neither account current 
or obligations, between my brother and me, as I think them un- 
necessary ,t and I have already giren you more trouble than I can 
justify to my feelings. Accept sir, my hearty thanks and present 
my best respects to Madame Babut and to your worthy and re- 
spectable connections at St. Germain. 1 need not add how 
thankful I shall be to receive your commands in America, or 
with what zeal I shall execute them. Being your obliffed, and 
humble servant, J. CODMAN. 

[ORIOfNAL.] 

A Letter from JR. Codman at Paris^ to J. Codman^ in Calais. 

Paris, 12th Feb., 1801. 
My Dear Brothkr, — I have nothing in particular to say to 
you by this post. We are to have a meeting this evening, at Mr. 
Berher's, when I hope to do something with Vans ; the result I 
shall inform you of by to-morrow's post. In looking over mv 
books and papers since you went away, I find in a little booK 
that I kept at the time,! an account of sales of the cargoes by 
the Enterprise and Catherine, both these you will receive per to- 
morrow's post. 

I am this minute going out with Mr. Taney, lo sign the papers 
of the Burgoyne Estate, and to-morrow I shall touch part of the 
cash. Adieu, my dear brother, always sincerely yours, 

R. CODMAN. 

The time will come, when I shall make you amends for all 
your cares and solicitudes. 

* That i«, the Oreux aitate. 

t The noUrial oblig&tiont for 110,000 fr. and 153,000 fr. having been akeady 
executed and regiatered. 

t The book here referred to containing these accounts has been found, and 
was produced before the Legislative Committee of 1835. It is nothing more 
than a memorandum book. There are two or three such, and no other books 
axe known to haye been kent.by Richard Codman in France^aothing like a 
regular merchants aecount oook. 
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MOi 999. 

[copy.] 
[From John Codman's Travelling Letter Book.} 
From John Codman^ at Calais^ to Babut at Paris* 

Cauus, lath Feb., 1801* 

Mr. Babut, 

Sir, — I wrote you before I left Parisi and now repeat mj 
thanks to you for all your ciyilities. I hope nothing on the part 
of Mr. La Caze will interrupt you in recovering the full value of 
the Firmancourt estate /or me^ whenever it is sold. My brother 
must do everything to accomplish this object, and by no means 
permit any deviation to take place in this arrangement, as I hone 
advancedfor his uses in Paris^ upwards a/* 20,000 liwtSf part of 
which to Mr. Recamier was expressly to redeem this estate, in 
addition to all my former advances** I must ask your friendship 
to be continued to my brother; hut at the same time I must request 
you to hold my security in the two estates^ Firmancourt and CremiUt^ 
for the purposes expressed in my lastj — cmd to refuse discharging my 
claims on the Dreux estate^ while any opposition or embarrassmeni 
lays upon these. With regard, I am yours, J. CODMAN. 

From JR. Codman at Paris^ to J. Codman at Calais. 

Paris, 13th February, 1801. 

Dear Brother, — ^You will find here enclosed copy of the £n^ 
terprise and Catherine's sales* aa taken from notes that I made at 
the time, and which are exact. 

The rendezvous took place last evening, but we agreed on 
nothing. Berrier insists that I shall only give Vans the Dreux 
estate and nothing more ; they appear willing to ti^e up with 
my offer, as made before you went away. 

I am afraid much that the opposition of Deblois will be a stum- 
bling block in the way. He was with me this morning, and seems 
to think hard that I do not enter completely into bis views ; bat 
he does not enough consider what sort of a man I have to deal 
with, and how much it imports my future welfare to get rid of 
him. I shall continue writing you until I hear that you have left 
Calais, and then I shall write by the way of Hollaod. 

Yours very affectionately, R. CODMAN. 

No. 3S4. 

[ORKHNAL.] 

WiUiam Vans to Richard Codman. 

27th Pluv., 9th year. > 
(16th Feb., 1801.) / 
Mr. Richard Codman, 

Sib, you tell me in your letter 26th Pluv., that you have never 
been able to fix me to anything ; this declaration from you is 

* See the Mem. at foot oftccovnt letUed Jan. 1^ No> 995) and the Mconit 
ofJ.C'i Banker, No. !&)5. 
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provedy by the different letters and paperi I haTe, to be fklfe. 
Pray sir how came I by your obligations for 8,415 rentes, which 
you have had for yean to pay on demand ; pray how came I by 
yofur obligation for 100,000 rente profisoire 1 Do you owe me 
these sums or not, or do you deny them. If you owe them, pay 
them to me, or do you dispute them 7 Yes you do dispute them, 
and I am obliged to go to law to get my right. 

YcM pretend you art not able to pay^^'^f^J Why do you 
not call then your creditors together, and prate this fact to them. 
Tou hare long declared you would put in your hOan ?t why do 
jou not do it 1 do you suppose that after what has passed be* 
tween us, that I can take your word respecting your debts 1 no 
air I cannot, nor will not believe you, unless I am allowed to ex- 
amine your afiairs, which as you pretend to be an honest man, 
you hare no right to refuse. If your estates do not grow worse 
by keepings so my bonds do not grow worse ; but you think as you 
hare got nearly all my property to starve me into your terms ; 
but in this you wiU find yourself mistaken, and I can, thank God, 
without your assistance, stand my ground as long as you can. 

I was in hopes my letter yesterday would have produced some 
effect on you, but I am mistaken, and find that nothing but law 
will settle our affiurs. Yours, W. VANS. 

Dreux, 100,000 

Firmaneourt or Dammartin, - • 60,000 

Rose, 10,000 

Cash, 40,000 

Cutting, 10,000 

|BiU of exchange in favor of John Codman, 2,400 

322,400 livres. 
I will accept these terms, provided 1 know it by IS o'clock — 
after that time it will be out of my power. W VANS. 

]¥o. 9sa. 

[copy.] 
Richard Codman to WtlUam Vans. 

Paris, 27th Pluv., 9 yr. > 
(15 Feb. 1801.) ) 

Mr. Wm. Vont, 

Sir,— I owe you 8,416 Rentes T. C. at 60 fr. 102,000 francs. 
5,000 Rentes Frov. at 50 fr. 50,000 
Balance of account, 54,000 



206,000 
I am ready to give you in payment Estate at 
Dammartin and Furniture, at, - 80,000 fr. 
Inscriptions on it to be deducted, 33,000 



47,000 



* It wai never pretended by any body that J. Codman was not able to pay. 

t That 11, declare yoonelf bankrupt. 

t This Bill of Exchange always comes into every proposal. 
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^Estate at Dreuz, at - - 110,000 

Demand on Cutting, - - 14,000 

Do. on Rose, - - - 10,000 

Do. on Bromfield ^ Houghton, 38,000 

209,000 
It 18 impossible in any point of new for me to paj more tban 
f of what I owe you. If you choose to accept the terms above 
mentioned I will bind myself to give them, provided you accept 
them within 24 hours from this date. 

RICHARD CODMAN. 



No. 9se. 

[original.] 
WilUam Vans to Richard Codman. 

Paris, 29th Pluv., year 9. 1 
(17th Feb., 1801.) f 

Mr. Richard Codman, 

Sir, — I now answer your letter of yesterday, and make you 
one more offer, which I hope you will accept of before it is too 
late. 

Ist. We wiU choose four Americans, you two, and myself 
two-^and we will then choose a Frenchman that speaks English, 
which neither of us knows and that we are unknown to. 

These five persons shall determine first, what you owe me and 
Madame Vans, they shall also say tohai is my portion of your acr 
tive property which I will accept of. The balance that is then due 
me I accept payment for, in the following manner, viz. 

To pay me within ten years of this date, by giving me billets 
payable to ordert for 12,000 livres each with 6 per cent, interest 
thereon to the amount of my demand, the interest to be paid an- 
nually to the bearer of the billets. 

This offer I shall have printed with all other papers and laid 
before the tribunahfi and if there is an honest man in the world 
that will not condemn you I am mistaken. 

Yours, W. VANS. 

Mrs. Vans to sign the bonds as well as me before we com- 
mence, and each to be bound we stand to the award of the arbi- 
trators. 



* R. C. was enabled to make thii offer by J. C.*s consent to withdraw his at- 
tachment on these estates, and look to the other estates for his secarity, pro- 
vided R. C. could thereby relieve himself from his embarrassments. See J. 
C.*s letter to Rabat No. 250, 

t In no simele instance of the proposals daring J. Codman's residence in 
Paris, did Mr. Vans ever suggest John Codman's guarantee or acoentance of 
bills, though he well knew they could be instantly casked^ and now tnat John 
Codman lud left Paris, he still continues to treat with Richard Codman as the 
sole debtor. 

X Thus early did Mr. Vans begin his course of appeals to the press. 
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No. aff7. 

[original.] 
WiUiam Vans to Richard Codman. 

Paris, aOth Pluv., year 9. ) 
(Feb. 18th 1801.) / 
Mr. Riebard Codman, 

SiR^ — I have received jour note of this d^ and will wait with 
|>atience for jour answer until the return of Barrier, but I do not 
think with jou that we should agree bj conversing together, un- 
less the inoculation given bj jour brother is done awaj. Remem- 
ber jour sacred word of honor to Madame Vans and mjself, that 
jou would give her Dreuz for the sale of the houses. As jour 
offers now are so much inferior to our agreement made the 
1st Vendemiaire, I cannot suppose we shall ever agree in this 
business. But one thing can be done which will serve me, and I 
believe jou too, which is to give me the estate at Dreux on ac- 
count, and I will immediatelj take off all inscriptions and arrests 
onyojir ^Topeny^^tosidadyoutriU obligate yourulf to give me and 
Mad. Vans our proportion of your property^ as soon as our claim 
shall be ascertained either bj law or arbitrators ; and for the 
balance I repeat J imZ? wait the ten yearSf taking billets pajable to 
order for 12,000 livres, each bearing an interest of 6 per cent, 
which interest shall be paid annuaUj. If this business is to be 
settled bj law it is in mj opinion for both our interests to have it 
finished as soon as possible, provided jou think so, for all the in- 
jurj JOU can do me bj delajs jou have alreadj done. 

Yours, W. VANS. 

N. B. — There is one thing that I have fixed on whether I mention 
it in my letters or not, which is that the AlOO sterling bill is always 
to be paid by you to your brother^ as I do not mean to haoe him pur* 
mdng me for this sum, as I know him too wett,* 

I open this letter to saj to jou that I never will settle with jou 
to receive one shilling less than my demand, which must be ascer- 
tained either bj law or arbitrators ; as soon as this is ascertained 
we can I am sure settle in ten minutes ; as I only want my pro' 
portion of your active property, and for the balance which may then 
be due you must haoe time as already stated. 

No. 9ff8. 

[copy.] 
From a loose sheet, in the hand- writing of Richard Codman. 

Richard Codman to WiUiam Vans. 

Paris, 3d Ventose, 9th jear. > 
(Feb. 21st, 1801.) ] 

Mr. Wm. Vani, 

Sir, — I wish jou to inform me particulurlj in writing, in what 
situation is mj million bill, that I confided to jour care some 

* Most important ! After all his discussions with John Codman, he has still 
a tenor lest John Codman should pursue him for 444 dollars. This man 
whom he now pretends then owed him $100,000 and upward ! ! ! 

23 
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months ago. I am ready, as I told you, when you called on me 
a few hours ago, to reimburse you what expence has hitherto at- 
tended the negotiation of it, and I now beg you to return me the 
said bill, and with it you will please hand me all the papers ne- 
cessary to recover of Mr.Tignolet or Mr. Pere, agreeable to their 
marche made with you. 

You will please to take notice that I will not consent to any 
other disposition of my said million bill than the sale already 
made for my account to the above said persons, of which yon wifl 
please to take notice, and accept of no offer from any one, for the 
sake of supplying yourself with money, or for any other reason, 
less than the marche without consulting me, as I mean by this, 
that your acting for me should not sell out of my hands the ad- 
vantage arising from the aforesaid marche made to Vignolet or 
Pere. I am, R. CODMAN. 

No. Sjid. 

[original.] 
William Vans to Richard Codman. 

(Without date.) 
Dear Sir, — ^I inclose you the value fixed by the government 
to the million bill, and I am afraid it will never be more. But 
notwithstanding this declaration from them, my broker came to 
me from Mr. Ferino, whom I know, and offered me his note pay- 
able in 2 months, 45,000 livres. I told him to come again in two 
days, and I would give him an answer. Now sir I will agree to 
take Fehno's note for the value of my rente provisoire, which 
you owe me, and whenever he pays his note, I will then give yoa 
the difference in cash. 

I told him he must bring the offer in writing from Ferino, 
which he has promised to do. 

Please give me your answer, and say mify I accept tt, if he 
will give it. 

Remember I believe nothing until I get the note, and then I 
will give you up your obligation as aforesaid. Yours, 

(Signed,) W. VANS. 



TiO. 

[oRiaiNAL.] 

WiUiam Vans to Richard Codman. 

(Without date.) 
Dear Sir, — ^I advise you not to let the bill go at any price un- 
til we both see what can be got for it. Be assured there is some- 
thing in that bill more valuable than ordinary bills. If you can 
get 150,000 livres, which I do believe now can be got for it, why 
sell it under that price ? Be assured I will do all I can for your 
interest in this business. One of the persons who appKed to me 
for it, is a man of large fortune, whom I knew years ago, and an 
honest man, therefore I think you had better do nothing until I 
see him about it. Yours, 

(Signed,) W. VANS. 



Mo. MiL. 

[OBIGINAL.1 

H^OtoNi Vans to Riciard Codman. 

Pabu, Tth Germinal, 9th year. ) 
(27th March, 180L) j 
Mr. R. Gbdmui. 

Sib, — On the other eide you have copy of Mr. Deblois's letter 
to jou, proving he has no claim on me. I therefore demand of 
70U all the bonds, deeds, &c.» placed in your bands on account 
of the award of referees given in favor of said Deblois, in Septem« 
ber 1797. Salute, W. VANS. 

IVo. 969. 

[copy.] 
Jfr. Deblois to Richard Codman. 

Boston, July 4tb, 1800. 
Mr. RMhard Codmuif-^^mt. 

Sir,— Mr. 'William Vans has presented me with your receipt 
in fill! 'for my account as full payment on accomit of an award 
referees gave in my fevor, given in Paris, Sept. 1797, for $3,349 39 
cents. Mr. Vans has also given me my choice either to take the 
land in Ameriea, or the goods in Spain, as set forth in your receipt. 
I have therefore ebesen the goods in. Spain, or the proceeds, and 
atn content that you shoold deliver to Mr. Vans all the deeds and 
papers, relating to the lands mentioned in your receipt, as I havo 
given him my receipt in full of all demands to this date.* I have 
als» delivered this day, to Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Vans' agent, £1^ 
857 55. 9d. being in Rhode Island Brigade Claims so called, 
which were formerly deposited in the hands of Thomas Dicka- 
wm, Jr. by the late Jonathan Freeman, Jn Tour humble servant, 
(^^gned,) WM. DEBLOIS. 

Wo. 969. 

[copy.] 

' Prom a loote iheeti in the handwriting of Riehard Codmaa. 

Richard C&dman to WUkam Vans. 

7th Grermina], 9th year. » 
(27th March, 1801. i 
Mr. William Vans. 

SiR,-^I have just received your letter of this date, to which was 
annexed copy of a letter, said to be signed by William Deblois, 
the original of which I have never seen, and am unable to account 
^r .my not having b^en fhrnished with it or a copy before. 

The said copy maikes Mr. Deblois say, that he is content that I 
should deliver to Mr. Vans, all the deeds and papers, relatingto 
the lands mentioned in my receipt. I accordingly send you by De- 
viUe all the deeds, d&c relating to said lands that have ever been 
ill my possession, and you will please give to him a receipt for 
them, sajring that you have received of me for several deeds of 

* Theae landa in America and gooda in Spain, aometimes spoken of by Mr. 
Vana, aa if they were property rwited by R. Codman, it seams related wholly 
to a business between Vaps and Deblois ; that R. Codman was an arbitrator 
t^tweeil them, and fatold fh^jHiflwv nsrsly, isttrasty tt»bie d»ltvered aoeordhig 
16 «tts awards. 
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lands in New Hampshire, being aU the deeds and papers, relating 
to said landsi that you had pot into mj hands, and all for which 
you had any demands on me« 

If I find the receipts sueh as 1 ought to have« DeviDe shall de* 

liver to you the deeds. If not, I shall return you the receipt for 

alteration. R. CODMAN^ 

No. 964. 

[original.] 

WiUiam Vans to Richard (Jodnum. 

Paris, 7tb Germinal, 9t& year. V 
(27th March, \mi.) ] 
Mr. Riehard Codman. 

Sir, — ^The copy of a letter, written by Deblois, (which you pre-- 
tend to be so ignorant of,) I received yesterday^ with a number of 
letters and papers, I had sent for to America, which papers and 
letters I received by the way of HolIand.^ You wouM have done 
well before you made your observations on the copy of the letter 
to have taken the information of your great friend Deblois and 
his counsellors Barlow and Mellville. Perhaps with the joint wis- 
dom of all, you might have ascertained that the said copy makes 
Mr. Deblois say that he had given Mrs. Anderson a receipt in full 
of all demands against William Vans, and the late house of Free-^ 
man and Vana The papers I ask of you, are those I placed in 
trust in your hands, upon what you call your sacred word and 
honor, are, 

1st. The bonds as set forth in the award given Deblois by Rich' 
ard Codman, Higginson and W. Burling. 

2d. The deeds of lands, d&c^ 

3d. Gompadre note given joio by Rose, fi>r 4,000 livres,—^e8e 
papers, when given me, I wUl give a receipt for thein, as is cus^ 
tomary, — and this is all you have a right to ask of me. Tours, 

W. VANS. 

N. B.— ->The award says that whenever I pay the said DeUois,^ 
the bonds, d&c. is to be given up to me % that I hacve paid him I re* 
fer you to both his and your receipts — the originab not copies* 

[original.] 
Proposal in R. CodnujoCs handuniting'f sfAmittd io Mr. Shoam ag 

referee. 
To liberate myself, with Mr. and Mrs. Vans, I offer as follows ;— 
The Estate at Dreuz, giving 7,200 livres income 
free of all charges, -.---• 100,000 
Cash in 60 or even 30 days, " " " i 30,000 
In 1, 2 and 3 years, 10,000 each year, - - 30,000 
Estate at Betz, . . . « « 15,000 



175,000 
Mr. Vans roust recollect that a formal opposition is laid in my 
hands by Mr. Deblois, which he looks upon as his security. I 
oannot expose myself until this is taken off. If Mr. Vans chooses 
rather, I will undertake to settle with Deblois in lieu of Estates 
at Betz. 
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Mi^ Vana kas in tnut for me a bill for lyOOOfOOO liTres, drawn 
from the Isle of France on the goyemment here, which on settle* 
ment must be given up to Mr. Godman. This bill t understand 
Mr. Vans has sold for 70,000 livres — ^Mr. Vans if he chooses may 
keep this bill to his own profit in lieu of the 90,000 lirres, paya* 
ble in 1,2 and^ jears. 

8,415 livres rente, consolidi - at 41 69,003 
10 months interest commencing from the 
1st Vendemiaire last) but I am willing to 
aajr one year, - - • «• 8,4l5 

6)000 rentes provisoire, - - at 38 28,000 



7 months interest on 23,000 at 1 per cent 
per month, « . ^ « 1,610 

Balance of account, with Mr. and Mrs* 
Vans, made up to the Ist Nivose, year 9. i^,580 

Deduct this sum paid Doctor Swediaut, 
omitted in the account, • • *- 450 



77,418 
29,610 



Interest to the 1st Fructidor neit, eight 
months, at 6 per cent, per annum, - ^ 2,165 



54,130 

56,295 



One half of Mr. Vans* expences in going 
to America, and returning from thence. — 
His expences while there, we agreed should 
be on his own account, - - • 2,500 

Deduct ;^100 sterling he received of John 
Codman, for which Mr. Vans gave a bill, this 
bill I will cancel and pay John Codman, 2,400 100 

Livres, 163,423 
The bill of Compadre^s I never saw, but will do all I can to as- 
sist Mr. Vans to find it. 

The arrearages of rente which Mr. Vans speaks of, are no doubt 
to be recovered of the treasury ; I have not touched a farthing of 
this object, except for the Ifist six months of the year, whidi I 
have paid Mr. Vans for in cash, and have his receipt. 

No. 066. 

[original.] 
Richard Codman to James Skoan. 

Paris, 10th Floreal, 9th year. ) 
(29th April, 1801.) | 
James Swrd, Etq. 

My Drar Sir,— 'I propose to Mr. Vans to settle our accounts 
upon the basis of the price of inscriptions of this day. There can 
be no difficulty in doing this ourselves and in half an hour if he 
likes, because I will not consent to any other arrangement than 
to give him the price of Mb houses^ with the interest. The sura thus 



^uiiertmieiihfLt I shtSL oWe latat I iinSl )pB,ylAm m foOowk r*^ 
The fisinnB at Dreux, • - 1M,0M 

Cash, ia 60 days, - - - W;000 
ditto in 3 years, ... 90,000 

House at Betz, ^ - * -' 16,000 
Deblois, ....;. 16,000 

lO^OOOlv^ 

And if the amount of whait I owe him Whocrld be more than 190^ 
000 livres, I will give hith a delegation for the surplm, on Mr.'Cat- 
ting. If leds, to be deducted from the sum payable in three Teanu 
If Mr. Tans will not tiake Deblois for more than the 7,000 he owes 
me, I will make up the 16,000 by 8,000 on Gutting. I will make 
another proposition to Mr. ¥ans, which perhftpa ke will Kfee bet- 
ter : I will (after the amount of what I owe is ascertained,) pi^- 
him as follows :— 

The farm at Dreux, « « 100,000 

House at Betz, - « 16,000 

116,0001t. 

And the remainder in ten years. 

I cannot conceive why Mr. Vans does not cbme to an immedi- 
ate settlement with me. I declare to yofi, upon fny honor/ that 
my lawyers, who know perfectly well the situation of my afihirs, 
are totally opposed to my offering so much. So great have been 
my losses for these two years past, that I declare to you in confi- 
dence, (which must not on any consideration be communicated to 
Mr. Vans, as having been said by me) that for my debts, which 
amounted to 760,0^ livres, I had only 600,000 livres^ to pay wkb. 
Several of these debts are liquidated, those that were small have 
been paid in toto, with others I have made a compromise, — but 
to Vans you see I offer the whole, and when you combine togeth- 
er my situation with the nature of my debt to him, for which I 
have only received about 90,000 livres, my offer I am sure yois 
will say is more than (injustice to my other creditors) I ought to 
make. If these icrffers are refilsed, I shall cc^e to the intreaties of 
my counsel, of leaving them the entire management of tbe^affiur. 
And in such case I am morally coYivinced that Mr. Vans will nev- 
er touch (all his itnmense charges deducted, and for which lie 
must pay r^ady money) more than 100,000 livres. 

The chfferent offers made by Mr. Vans through ycn^ are not 
founded on a previous settlement which it is so easy to make, if 
he relinqtrishes^^ as you say the demand for inscriptions for the 
price of his houses. If Mr. Vans chooses, all our affairs may be 
settled in three days. I will wait these three days for an answer 
to these propositions, after which time I mean that what I have 
now written you should have no effect, and I shall in consequence 
make my summer dispositions. Receive, sir, my sincere thanks 
for your kind interference in this business, and believe me, with 
much esteem and regard. Your obedient servant, 

R. CODMAN. 



) 
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[0RIOIirA|»l 

Pabib, Utfa Flojr^al^ j98gr9. 
(OOth April, IdOM 
Mr. Van.. 

DsAB S1R9 — ^I have oommuBicated jour ideast in the n^tos I 
took at your lodginn, to Mr« Codman. It appears to m«^ tbi^ 
there ^ in fact do dinerenoe between you. 

I have calculated your demands aod tbej are coatained ill 
these ; — 

8,415 llvres rente, at 55 Uvres, - 92,565 
100,000 «« 43 Iv. 10 - 43,500 

Houses, - - 73,000 
Paid, - - 585,000 

48,000 

Interest suppose - - 7,000 Ivs. 55,000 

6 months interest on the liyres, 4,207 

3 mouths interest, on 23,500 capital of the 
100,000 livres, one per ct. per month, - 705 



one-half ezpences in Europe, till sailed, ) 195,977 

one-half passages, out and home, | 

Your ezpences in America, you agreed to bear yourself, bav* 
ingother business to follow there. 

The above Mr. Codman confesses. R is all you required^ ex- 
cept the ;^100 bill, which Mr. Codman thinks he ought not to pay, 
and your law expenses^ which I told you ought not to be paid by 
him, aud I think so now. That can't be much, nor is it worth 
while to dispute about it. Interest for the 8,415 livres rente, is 
not admissible, because he meets you against the rise, that is, he 
supports it.* 

Mr. Codman reclaims the Isle of France bill, or you may keep 
it for 30,000 livres« — which you proposed Mr. Codman should pay 
in three years, — so that you may do the one or the other, — in eith- 
er case I carry out for the one or the other, - 30,000 livres. 
The Dreux estate, - - - 100,000 

The House at Betz, ... 15,000 

Cash in 60 days, ... 30,000 

and to pay DebIois,and render you the Spanish affair, 15,000 

190,000 

For the overplus to make the sum as above, Mr. Codman will give 
you Cutting's acceptance. If you will not take Deblois for more 
than the 7,000 livres he owes Codman, — he will make 8,<M)0 livres 
more on Cutting. If you do not Kke that, Mr. Codman will deliver 
The Dreux estate, for - - 100,000 livres. 

House at Betz, - - 15,000 do. 

and the remainder, whatever it may be, in his acceptances in ten 
proportions, of ten years. 

* Or in other wordi, beoauae ho accounts to yon for the frqfit upon tho cue 
of the stock. 
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I positiTelj Bee no material difference between 7011, and I beg 
you to authorize me to accept the one or the othert— fuid let jour 
affair be closed. It is best for jou both, and if it be eonttnaed in 
the law 70U know these affairs never finish, or at least, not before 
a number of years. In every case, Mrs. Vans' discharge must be 
got. 

If I can be useful in arranging this business between you ftra, — 
it will give me as much satisfaction as to the parties, and should 
you refuse them, I take your honor that you will return me thiff 
letter.* Yours sincerely, J. SWAN. 

IV0.S68. 

[original.] 
Wii&am Vans to James Swa$i. 

Paris, 12th Floreal, 9th year. I 
(1st May, 1801.) / 
Mr. Junes Swan. 

Sir, — As men's minds are apt to change, I am not surprised at 
the advice you are pleased to give me in your letter of 11 Floreal ; 
but as I prefer the advice you were pleased to give me some 
months ago to that contained in your letter I shall wait the opin- 
ion of the tribunal of Commerce before I fix my determination. 
It is not my intention to appeal from their judgment whether it 
be favorable or not. 

The advice you give to accept 190,000 livres, in chips andpar^ 
age, is not one quarter part of that demand you once told me yoa 
thought I had a right to, — and it will not pay 3d. J in a pound of 
my debt. 

I see no reason why I should be obliged to pay my creditors 
20s. in the pound when no person will pay me 5s. I make one 
rule my standard, to do to others as in like circumstances I would 
ask of them, and I want nothing more from Mr. Codman, than 
what I am willing to give my creditors. 

In a word as soon as it is ascertained what Mr. Codman owes 
me I shall be disposed to accept of him what I know he can pay. 
I am with great respect, your most obedient and humble servant, 

W. VANS. 

N. B. — I have already paid great sums of money for law, and 
enregistering my demand which must be refunded me. 

I¥o. 960. 

[original.! 
James Su>an to Wimam Vans. 

Paris, 12th Floreal, 9th year. I 
Mr. Vans. (1st May, 1601.) ) 

Sir, — ^I received your letter of this day, and am really sorry 

* This letter is important in two viewi : lit, it showa that Mr. Swan, (a 
witnen relied on by Mr. Vans,) perfectly well onderstood that Vans* elaim was 
on R. Codman aUme. Sd, that nothing but his own obstinacy prevented his 
befaig paid by R. Codman all that his own JriendM thought he was justly enti- 
tled to. 
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that I cannot be of service in settling the affair between you and 
Mr. Godman. I meant to serve both, but as I find that I cannot 
serve either, I request you to return me the letter I wrote you,r^ 
you may keep a copy of it, if you please, to refresh your memory 
on the part I have taken, and at some time to show you to what 
a point of union I had brought you both. At any rate I am no 
less devoted to serve you whenever I can. 

Yours, J. SWAN. 

In my own justification, I observe that the 190,000 livres offers 
ed is all oftfour own acceptance,— except Deblois's, of which you 
said you would take but 7,000 livres, due Godman, and you ob- 
jected something to the price of the house 15,000 livres, but final- 
ly concluded you would take it, if the other articles were complied 
with. This in answer to your chips and parage. 

TXo. 370. 

[original.] 
€}pinian ofJod Barlow^ Esq^^ as one of the arbitraiors at Paris^ to 

wham Vans and R, Codman agreed at one time to submit all mat* 

ters in dispute. 

It is my opinion that Mr. Godman is not bound to furnish in- 
scriptions to Mr. and Madame Vans for the amount of the funds 
which came into his hands on tlie sale of said houses, or for any 
part thereof. I found this opinion on the following focts. 

FIRST FACT. 

Supposing the houses before sale, and the money after sale to 
have been the property of Mrs. Vans, the money was never free in 
the hands of Mr. Codman, and of course not subject to the order of 
Mr. Vans, — FHrst^ because Mr. Godman had given him a letter of 
credit on America for ;^4,000 sterling, dated 15th January 1799, 
(25th Nivose, 7th year) before the sale of the houses, and it was 
intended by the parties that, if the houses should be sold, the price 
thereof should remain as a cover to Mr. Godman for that credit 
as far as it would go, and so long as said credit was outstanding. 
Now the sum of the credit was greater than the price of the hous- 
es, and it was outstanding till the 29th Brumaire, 8th year, when 
Mr. Godman was informed by a letter from his brother in Boston 
that the credit was cancelled. The money was not free in his 
hands, — Secondly^ because Mr. Godman received it from Mr. Reu- 
bel, the purchaser of the houses, only on giving him a special 
guarantee of the title by hypothecating his own estates for the sum 
of 60,000 livres, which hypotheque, given in Prairial, 7th year, is 
still lying on Godman's estates, or was so l^ing 26 Frimaire, 9th 
yr. (Dec. 16, 1801) since this arbitration began. 

SECOND FACT. 

Supposing the houses and money as aforesaid had belonged to 
Mr. Vans, and supposing it had been free in the hands of Mr. God- 
man, yet the latter would not have been so far bound to vest it in 
the public debt, as to be responsible to Mr. Vans for the eventual 
damages which might result to the latter, for not having it done. 

FHrst^ Because Mr. Godman was not the agent of Mr. Vans, re- 
24 
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uimng saiary^ or cmmmissianfor his services.* The most be cdold 
be considered was a debtor, having the balance of an unsettled 
account in his hands. 

Secondly. Because if he had been a regular mereenarj agent, 
or merchant acting on commission, and had disobejed the orders 
of his principal, such disobedience I believe would not sabjeet 
him to indemnify where the damage is not positive, but negative ; 
— ^that is, where the loss is not of property existing before, but on- 
ly missing the occasion of gain. 

THIRD FACT. 

But the houses belonged to Madatne VanSf and it is said by Mr* 
Vans, that they could therefore be no security in the hands of 
Mr. Codman for the credit given in America ; and it is for Mad- 
ame Vans, and in her name that the inscriptions should have been 
bought. This being the case, Mr. Vans could not control the Jwub 
proceeding from the houses. His orders therefore for vesting 
them in this or that speculation could have no force. Supposing 
therefore that the money of Mrs. Vans had been free in the hands 
of Mr. Codman, and that he had given no hypotheque on his es- 
tates on receiving it, — supposing that Mr. Codman had been the 
mercenary agent of Madame Vans, and obliged to obey her 
orders, — supposing, finally, that the damage sustained from a dis- 
obedience had been a loss of real property existing in nature at the 
time, and not a mere negative loss, or missing to gain by the rise 
of stocks, still it would be necessary that snch order should come 
from Madame Vans, the party interested. 

But there is no order to this effect from Madame Vans, produc- 
ed before the arbitrators. 

Either of these three facts, taken separately, appears to me suf- 
ficient to decide the case. And all taken together, they render it 
exceedingly clear in my mind that the 73,000 hvres paid by Mr. 
Reubel into the hands of Mr. Codman for Madame Vans, cannot 
be charged either by Mr. or Mrs. Vans, but as a definite item of 
debit against Mr. Codman in their account current ; and that on- 
ly a mercantile interest can be charged thereon, as on other arti- 
cles which compose their accounts. 

I am sensible that there are several other incidental facts and 
circumstances belonging to this question brought forward in the 
allegations of each party. But they do not appear to me of suf- 
ficient weight to weaken or strengthen materially the force of 
these three principal ones, or to change the conclusions which I 
establish, that Mr. Codman is not bound to furnish inscriptions 
for the object in question. If my agent has my money in his 
hands, and I write him to make insurance on a ship I send to sea, 
and he neglects to do it, and the ship is lost, he is responsible. — 
But if I write to him to buy me a certain ticket in a lottery, or a 
share in a certain privateer, and he disobeys, and the same ticket 
draws a prize, or the same privateer takes a prize, the damage I 

* If not, how could it be a partnenhip busliiessylbr which John Codmsa wis 
■ccoontable,— even if the paitnenhip had not been diMolved? 
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•offer is only nemtiTe, and I betiere my agent ii not responrible. 
All I can demand of him is to restore me the money he may have 
of mine, but not ten times the sum, an imaginary gain that such 
money might possibly have made had it been applied to a speeu* 
lation which waa then uncertain. 

If the contrary principle were admitted, any other creditor of 
Mr. Codman or of Mr. Vans, might write to either of those gen- 
tlemen to-day to purchase stock for them at 50 ; if they do not 
obey, and to->morrow the stocks rise to 100, the creditor doubles 
bis credit, and the debtor his debt in one day. There is perhaps 
no man but what owes money more or less. If this doctrine were 
established we should all be Uable to be ruined by letters from dis* 
tant creditors on evejy rise and fall of the stocks.* 



Sundry Letters and extracts of letters, written by J. 
Codman at Paris, either relating to the outstanding af- 
fairs of the late Copartnership, or alluding to R. Cod- 
man's personal situation, or otherwise throwing light 
on the true posture of affairs. These are all taken 
from J. Codman's Travelling Letter Book. 

I¥o. 971. 

A letter frmn J. ChdnMm to Syhanus Bourne. 

Paris, 7 Nov. 180a 
Mr. Sylvaxitii Bourne, Amiterdam. 

Sir, — Since my arrival here I have seen some account current 
from 70U with the late houge of John and Richard Codman, which 
9008 the first knowledge I had that any transactions had existed be- 
tween yon and that firm. 

It is proper for me to inform you that said copartnership has been 
dissohed stnce May 1798, and that in figure you will please to fWH 
tice it, I understand that all accounts are at this moment bal- 
anced and adjusted, so that you have no claims upon them, which 
jou will please to confirm to me by letter in reply. 

Yours, J. CODMAN. 

l¥o. 379. 

EiAractfrom a Letter of J. Codman to T, T. Cremer. 

Paris, Nov. 17, 1800. 

* * With regard to the balance that remains in jour hands, and 
which 70a offer to anticipate to England, I must request that jou 

* This is a valaable document, being the opinion of an ahfe Ameriean^ and 
matua] friend ; formed at the time, and on the spot, with a full knowledge of 
the facta aa stated and proved by the renpective parties. It exposes ably the 
absurdity of Mr. Vans* pretensions ; since it is only out of this rise qfttock, that 
he builds up his ridiciilous claim to half t million of dollars. 
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will let it remain in jcnir hands fot the present. When I left 
England I expected to find at hast amething of the very large 
property I ought to have found here** I fear I shall be greatly dis^ 
appointed; and as to present cash, both for mj expenses and for 
charges of transfer, which I may make and which are expensive 
here, I may want those funds at my command. J. GODBIAN. 

No. 978. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Sir Frandi Baring tf Cb. 

Paris, 29 Nov. 1800. 
Sir Francis Baring dt Co., 

Gentlemen, — I have attempted to write jou several times, and 
so explain to jou the situation in which I found affiedrs here. The 
difficulty of doing which has prevented my writing you until now ; 
and now I must rather refer you for particulars to a personal in- 
terview, which will take place in a few months. IM it sufieefor 
the present to say^ that my brother's chairs are of such a naturef 
that lamin no way personally answerable;f but they are so situated 
that he cannot raise money from any property that he has^ to meet 
his engagements. The system he has pursued of making unnat- 
ural exertions to meet tnem, has but increased the difficulty, aris- 
ing from a want of punctuality in those that owe him, and the 
total impossibility of raising money by the sale of estates. What 
adds to the misfortune is, that the most valuable estate he has, is 
now contested in the law, and the decision is doubtful. Under 
such circumstances, it is impossible for him to furnish me money 
even for my expenses. * * * J. CODMAN. 

No. 974. 

Extract from a letter of J. Codman at Paris^ to Messrs* Hombergs 
of Havre^ calling for accounts of sales made by JR. Codman. 

Paris, 4 Dec. 1800. 

* * * I desired your Mr. H. here, to procure me the account 
sales of 8 hhds. loaf sugar, 25 boxes Swedish iron plates, and 31 
bales cotton landed from the brig Betsey, Fletcher, master, from 
Hamburg, in the year 1795. I wish this account of sales partic* 
ularly, as there are persons concerned in it with whom I cannot 
otherwise settle my accounts. I wish also the following account 
sales, 727 casks whale oil, 227 do. sperm, per Catherine, 1793 ; 
409 hhds. tobacco per Enterprise, 1793 ; ^5 hhds. tobacco per 
Commerce, 1794. You will greatly oblige me to send me these 
accounts. J. CODMAN. 

* That if in the hands of Richard Codman — ^the proceeda of all the cargoes 
he had sent him. 

t John Codman havingr been all along kept in the dark about hii brother's 
European operations, could not know until he had seen him in Paris, and m- 
vetdgaUd the state of afiidrs, how far R. C. mi^ht have been tempted to use 
tke partnership name of J.fy R. Codman^ by which, if used before tne dissolu- 
tion, John Codman might have been personally bound for Richard's debts. 
But it turned out that R. C. had never (unless in a Binele instance) been guilty 
of so gross a breach of trust, as to use the name of the house in his own private 
specmationst This relieved J. C. from his principal solicitude. 
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No. 97S. 

A Letter from J. Oodman to Messrs* Barings. 

Paris, Dec. 6, 1800. 
8ir F. Baring A Co. 

I confirm the foregoing, via Calais, which 1 hope will reach you. 
I sent it there to care of Messrs. Cushings &, Co. The katsuU so 
interesting to my hrother^s ajfoirs will he finally terminated to^morrow^ 
as it is now in argument before the tribunal d*Aj^aL^ I will keep 
this to inform yon its issue. I have had an interview with Mr* 
Babut, wfth whom I am endeavoring to lodge sufficient of the 
property my brother has remaining to secure the ^5,000 in su»* 
pense between us. My brother has no document to express this 
transaction ; his account with Mr. P. is the only one he had with 
him, this he cannot put his hands on, and circuntstances have put 
it (with many other things equally important) very much out of 
mind. Mr. P. has promised me an interview, fW)m whom I hope 
for some information^ so that on my return I may communicate 
with you. — Since writing the enclosed, the judges, after hearing 
the parties, have deferred their decision for nine days. 

J. CODMAN. 

IVo. 976. 

A letterfrom John Codman to T* MebnlUt Jn respecting a ekdm on 
the French Government^ transferred by R. Codman to J. Codman. 

Paris, 9th Dec., 1800. 
Mr. Thomaa Melville. 

Sir, — I received the circular letter, which you did me the fap 
▼or to address to me, dated the 1st November last, offering your 
services in the line of a banker and merchant, and partic- 
ularly that of making reclamations on the French Government, 
which has induced me to entrust to yoar especial care the en* 
closed papers and letter of attorney, by which you are empow- 
ered to demand of the French Government, the sum of 177,163 
livres,t with interest from the 5th Frimaire, 3d year, being a bal- 
ance due from said Government for a cargo of rice they receiv- 
ed at Bordeaux, from on board the American ship the Carolina 
Planter, Captain Henry White, which rice formerly belonged to 
Messrs. Taney, Simmonds & Co., of Charleston, South Carolina, 
by them empowered Messrs. Fenwick, Mason &, Co. of Bor- 
deaux, who empower Mr. Thomas W. Griffith, who empowers 
Mr. Richard Codman, and from him your power comes, for my 
use and for my account, as by his order to you to that effect. 

Tou wiU observe Mr. Griffith has been paid a part, as the orig- 
inal sum was - • 210,140 livres, 

paid Griffith, - - 32,967, 

due, - - - 177,153 

* This must have been one of Vans' suits against Richard Codman. prose- 
cuted at the very time John Codman was in Paris. 

t This is an item included in the aettlementof accounts at Paris, between J. 
Codman and R. Codman, bein? credited to the latter, ss transferred by him to 
the fonner. It appears very cbarly to have no connection with Vans — nor 
indeed has that ever been pretended. 



190 

Happily for both countriesy I believ« on adjustment of national 
differencee has taken place, so that should the late Treaty between 
France and America be ratified by the latter, a minister from the 
United States may soon be expected here ; then will be the timoy 
through his authority and influence, to demand reimbarsement for 
this object. A more just and clear demand cannot be offered, 
Uie amount is liquidated and undisputed. The rice was iakm 
after its arrival, and not sold, for the use of the French Republic« 
and their own yaluation pot upon it ; upon the &itb of which, tb« 
money has been advanced to the original owners of the rice to 
its full value, and is now due to present claimant 

At foot I will add a list of the papers and documents, concern* 
ing this transaction, which I herewith deliver you« and request 
your utmost zeal may be used at the time of our minister** arri- 
val to procure payment of this object. The success of which 
you wiU duly advise me, and pass the net proceeds thereof to my 
credit. I wish you much success in your new establishment, and 
am, Sec. J. GODMAN. 

Papers enclosed. — 2 pieces containing all the powers from Ta- 
ney, Simmonds & Co. down to yourself 

1 piece No. 7, acknowledgment of the Government of 
the sum due. (Signed,) BEioNNsaT, 

1 - - 1 9 another acknowledgment. (Signed,) Pf a- 

CBRTORT. 

1 - - 4f a receipt for the rice. 

1 - - another - - do. 

1 - • 6, a price current of rice at Bordeaux. 

1 - * 3, a certificate of deposition of procuration* 

8 Papers. J. CODMAN. 

Wo. 977* 

An order from Richard Codman to T. MehitUi Jr* encloted in tke 

foregoing. 

Paris, Dec 9th, 1800. 
Mr. Thoimw Melville, Jr. 

Sir, — Having executed to you a power of attorney, authoris- 
ing you to demand nnd receive of the French Government, the 
sum of 177,153 livres in specie, being a balance due from them 
to Thomas Waters Griffith, for whom I act by power of attorney, 
for a cargo of rice, landed at Bordeaux, in the ship Carolina 
Planter. 

This is to desire you to account and pay to my brother, John 
Codman of Boston, or his order, for whatever you may receive 
or recover in consequence thereof, having received of him full 
value for this object. I am, Sir, yours, R. CODMAN. 

No. 378. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Caspar Voght, caiUngfor 
explanation of accounts. 

Paris, 20th Dec. 1800. 
Sir,—* • • ♦ I have also to request you to explain your 
draft on Messrs. Barings, dated 12th Jfuly, 1800, for ^405 2. 2 
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iterKngt wbich thej bave charged to the late home of John and 
Richard Godman. Do this so fully and explicitly that I may per- 
fectlj comprehend the transaction, because my brother here ha$ 
no knowledge of it^ and can give me no saHsfaeiion respecting the 
affair, without which I cannot allow Messrs. Barings to sustain 
their charge. J. GODMAN. 



MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS 

RESPECTING BICHAED COOMAN's TRANSACTIONS IN FRANCE. 

Sundry Specimens of Bills of Exchange drawn by 
Richard Codman at Paris, for the account of John 
and Richard Codman, illustrating his mode of trans- 
acting business for the House. 

IVo. 970. 

Paris, 9th Feb., 1796. 
Ooodfor 4343,412 Reas. 
At thirty days sight pay this second of exchange, the first and 
third not paid, to the order of Mr. Edward Church, four thousand 
three hundred and forty three thousand four hundred and tweWe 
Reas, for yalue receiyed in account, and pass it to the account 
ofJokn and Richard Codman^ agreeable to the advice of 

R. CODMAN. 
Memn. Jacob Dohrman A Co. Lisbon. 

Paris, SOth Feb., 1796. 
Good for 5000 Ml Reas. 
At thirty days sight, pay this second of Exchange, the first and 
third not paid, to the order of Edward Church, five thousand Mil . 
Reas, Talue received, and pass to account of John and Richard 
Codman. (Signed,) R. CODMAN. 

MeiMTB. Jacob D<3iriDan &, Co. Liabon. 

Paris, 9th February, 1796. 
Good for 350 Uil Reas. 
At thirty days sight of this second of Exchange, the first and 
third not paid, pay to the order of Edward Church, three hundred 
and fifty Mil Reas, value in account, and pass it to the account 
oiJohn tf Richard Codman^ as per advice of 

RICHARD CODMAN. 
Menra. Jacob Dohrman A Co. Liabon. In eaae of need at John Bulklej'a. 

Paris, 2d Floreal, or 2l8t April, 1798. 
Exchange for 3000 Dollars. 
At sixty days sight of this third of Exchange, pay to the order 
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(first and second not paid) of Nath. Fellows, Esq., three thousand 
dollars, value received of James Prince, which place to account 
as per advice of RICHARD CODMAN. 

MeMM. John fy Bithard Cdmanj Boitoii. 

Paris, 23d March, 1796. 
Exchange for 6000 Dollars. 
At sixty dajs sight of this my fourth of Exchange, first, second 
and third not paid, pay to the order of Nathaniel Fellows, Esq. 
six thousand dollars, value received of Mr. James Prince, which 
place to account as advised by, RICHARD CODMAN. 

Menn. Jokm ^ tUekard Codman, Boston. 

Paris, 27th October, 179&. 
Exchange for ;^100 Sterling. 
At ten days n^t of this my only bill of Exchange, please to 
pay to the order of Captain John Leach, one hundred pounds 
sterling, or the value thereof in Portuguese currency, value re- 
ceived of him, and place as per advice to account of 

R. CODMAN. 
Edward Charch, Esq. Lisbon. 

The letter of advice given with this bill is as follows : 

Paris, 27th October, 1796. 
Mr. Edward Charch, 

Dear Sir,-— I have this day drawn on you in favor of Captain 
John Leach, one hundred pounds sterling, which please to honor 
and place it to account of John 4* Richard Codman^ as per advice 
of, R. CODMAN. 

[All the foregoinff are taken from a Pamphlet, published by William Vana, 
entitled ** A True Statement," &c., pp. 15, 16. They are uaed by him, aa 
evidence that Richard Codman, while at Paris, didbuainem for John and Rich- 
ard Codman, under hia own signature. But it will be observed, that ilie bills 
are all drawn previous to the date of the dissolution, (May lat, 1798,") and &at 
they all expreu upon their face, or by an aocompanymg letter of advice, that 
they are drawn by Richard Codman not for his own account, but for tko ae- 
count of John and Riehard Codman, This seems to have been Richard Cod- 
man's usual mode of transacting business abroad. He acted under his own 
signature, and not under the signature of the firm ; but if the transaction was 
for account of the house, and not for himself individually, the papers so ex- 
pressed ; and when they did not express that it was for account of the house. 
It was of course understood to be a transaction upon hia own individual credit 
That is, he acted only as an agent in Paris, for John and Richard Codman in 
B<Mton, and did not use the partnership signature there. And this is believed 
to be according to mercantile usage, wnen a partner goes abroad.] 

Ho. 380. 

A BiU of Exchange drawn hy R, Codman^ on Messrs. J. tf T. 
Amory^ London^ with letter of advice. 

Paris, 10th April, 1797. 
Messrs. John A Thomas Amory & Co. London, 

Sirs, — ^I am informed oy our house at Boston, that they had 
drawn on you seventy five-pounds sterling to their own order, 
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d«i«d IMi of Febnmj, m ibMooimtbf d^te, which I hava torn* 
quest jou would honor /or tf«tr 4«coi9K. I am, with respect, 

R. CODMAN. 

ttosToM, loth February, 17W. 
tStehimge/or :£7S StetUng. 
At niAetj dajs datA of thia our second of E^chmige, first and 
third not paid, please to pay to aur own order seyenty-five pounds 
sterling, value received ourselves, which place to account aa i^- 
vised by your obedient sarTaiK»> 

JOHN 4b ttlCHARD CODMAN. 

MsMN. John 6l Thomai Am^ry & C«. London. 



[These papers are ahra taken from Vans* Pamshlet aboveaamfd, at page 
16. They iunstrate remarkably the fket, that Riehaxd Codman did not oon- 
aider himself ttrietly entitled to nae the signaHire of Mia and RicJiarA OmI- 
man at IVria, Hut honae being establiahed m Boston <mlj* This bill was in 
fibct made by Richard Codman at Paris, on the 10th of April, 1^, and under 
the sinature of John and Riehard Codman, but it #as dated nevertheless, as 
if male at Boston, «ls^ days earlier. The letter of advice which accompanied it 
is dated at Paris, at the true time of the transaction, and is subscribed oy Rich- 
ard Codman, with his own separate signature. The bill was endorsed to Wil* 
Bsm Vans, being made ibr his aeconumHlalion. Did not Mr. Vans then un^ 
derstand the disteDtioa between the sIfasniM sf the partnership, and the 
separate signatare of Richwd C odman .'] 



Several Bills, showing that the distinctioB between the 
oaine^ of Richard CodmaD) and of John and Richard 
Codman, was well understood by others, who dealt 
with Richard Codman in Europe. 

1¥0. 981. 

Transactions with Meam. Homb^rgs, of Havie. 

A Bin of Exchange iravn hyR^ Codman^ and mi^rstd by Me$9r$. 
JSombergs ioJ.SpR. Codman. 

HAvaat aath Dae. 179S. 
Exchange for ;6600 Sterling. 

At thirty days sij^t of this second of Exchange, (first and third 
not paid) pay to the order of Messrs. V. Homberff 6l Homberg, 
frereSf six hundred pouads sterling, value received, and place to 
accoant of J. Sf R. Codman. RICHARD CODMAN. 

To Messrs. J. db R. Codman, > 
Metchauts, Boston. ^ 

Pay to the order of/. At JR. Cbchum, velua in account. 
Havre, 27th December, 1790. 

y. HOMBERG Sc HOMBERG, freres. 

25 
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IVansbdum of a Bill of Exchange drawn by Messrs. Homhergs &m 

JR. Codman. 

Havrb, 25th September, 1795. 
For 170,000 Livres. 
At sight, the eighth instant, fixed, pay on this first of ezchangv 
to the order of Mr. Joseph Pitcairn, the sum of one hundred and 
seventy thousand liyres, in assignats, yalue received in ready 
money, which pass according to the advice from, for one hundred 
seventy thousand livres. 
[stamp.] y. ROMBERG 6l ROMBERG, freres. 

To Mr. Biekard Codman, Strangers' Hotel, ) 
Vivienne street, Paris, No. 2292. 5 

Pay to the order of citizen E. Homberg, Jr. — ^value in account. 
Havre, 26th September, 1705. 

(Signed) J. PITCAIRN. 

Received Payment, 

(Signed) E. HOMBERG, Jr. 

TranslaHon of a BiU of Exchange drawn hy Messrs, Hombergs am 
R, Codman^ after the dissolution^ and proitested, 
[27th Nov. Paris.] Havre, 14th Nov. 1798. 

[stamp.] Good far f 5,948. 95. 

At one day from date of this only bill of exchange, pay to the 
order of ourselves, — ^the sum of five thousand nine hundred forty 
eight livres nine sols value in disbursements on the ship Elizabeth, 
which pass according to advice from. 

Good for five thousand nine hundred and forty-eight franca, 
nine sols. 

v. HOMBERG &l HOMBERG, freres & Co. 
To citizen RUhard Codntan^ ^ D.P. 

Rue d'Anjoo, No. 975, > 
Suburb Honore, Paiii, > V. H. F. No. 40,003. 

Memorandum annexed. 
Present this bill to Mr. Richard Godman, the 10th February. 
Pay to the order of citizens Pillot and Desprez value in ac- 
count. Y. HOMBERG 6l HOMBERG freres 6l GO. 
Havre, Nov. 2lst, 1798.* 

Translation of a BiU drawn by Messrs. Hombergs an Richard Cod-- 
man and accepted by Aim, (tfter the dissolution. 

28th Nov., Paris. Havre, Oct. 24th, 1799. 

[stamp.] Ooodfor f.59&7 20. 

On the 28th of next November, fixed — pay on this first of Ex- 
change, to our order, the sum of five thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-seven francs twenty centimes, value received in ready mon- 
ey, which pass according to advice from. 

* Thii Bill was protested as appears by the original protest in our 
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Good for fire thousand nine hundred and ninetj-fleven firancf 
BO centimes. [stamp.] 

(Sfigned) T. ROMBERG A; HOMBER6, freres 6l CO. 

To Citiaen Biehard Codnuaif D'Anjou Street, No. 975, Paris. 

Accepted. (Signed) RICHARD CODMAN. 

V.H.F. No. 40^. 

Paj to the order of Citizens Delessert 6c Co. — value in account. 

y. ROMBERG 6l ROMBERG, freres, & CO. 
Havre, 27th Nov. Received pajment, 

DELESSERT & CO. 

[The Meflira. Hombergs of Havre were correapondenta of Joha and Richard 
Codmaii, and had accounta with that houae while it continued, and alao with 
Richard Codman, in his own name while he waa in Paris. That they under* 
stood the distinction, ia apparent from the fiict that a bill drawn by Richard 
Codman in their favor on John Sc Richard Codman, ia by them endorsed to 
John &, Richard Codman. When they afterwards drew on Richard Codman 
alone, they of course did not consider themselves aa drawing on John dr Rich- 
ard Codman, and when the bill upon Richard Codman was protested, it gave 
them no claim on John Codman. When Richard Codman became insolvent 
in 1801, they made no claim on John Codman for these debts due to them from 
Richard Codman, but admitted them to be hia own separate debta.] 

IVo. 989. 
TRAN8ACTI0NB WITH CASPAR VOGHT OF HAMBURG. 
A Bm endorsed by JR. Codman to Caspar Voght. 

Paris, 7th December, 1795. 
Good for Bm. 6,000. 
Three months fVom date, pay on this third of exchange (the first 
and second not being paid) to the order of Mr. Klein, five thou- 
sand Marcs Lubs Banco, — value received, which pass, according 
to advice from. 

Good -for five thousand Marcs Lubs Banco. 

Your very humble obedient servant, 

(Signed) V. DELEE & CO. 

Meaars Pauli 6c Co., at Altona, in Hamburg. 
[stamp.] 
Pay to the order of Richard Codman^ — value received. 

KLEIN. 
Pay to the order of Caspar Voght, value in account. 

RICHARD CODMAN. 

A Bill drawn by Caspar Voght in favor of J. ^ R. Codman. 

Hamburg, 28th Feb. 1797. 
Exchange Spanish Dollars^ 1296, 89 cents. 
At thirty days sight, — pay this my second of exchange (first not 
paid) to the order of J. 4* R. Codman^ twelve hundred ninety-six 
Spanish dollars, and eighty-nine cents, — value in account and 
place it to account, — as advised by proc. of Mr. Caspar Voght. 

JOHN G. BURMESTER. 
To Mr. Jonathan TilUngrhurst, Boston. 

[Mr. Voght, of Hamburg, also had accounts and correspondence both with 
Richard Codman and John d& lllchard Codman. The foregoing billn ahow, 
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to Mr. Vogh^i and on the other, t remittance by Mr. Voght to ^o|i|i^|ifl R>«li* 
ard Codpum. When Rielimd Oodiiiaii bteuQe iiMvlTeBt in 1801. Mr. Voght, 
being a creditor, pnif tted his claim against property or Richard Codioan in 
France, which he considered iiviafficient to pay l^tfi, but never made a claim 
against JohnCodman, ahhoogli he was theh at Ptffia. See letters flram Toght 
to Richard Codman.] 

ABiJUfrwrnl^ W.P.EastmJ. ^R.€hdmm. 

Lisbon, 12th March, 1796. 
For Pottars 600. 
At thirty day^ 9ight paj this my first of oxohaage to the order 
of Mr. Archibald Salmaa, fire hundred dolkrs. Valve of tha 
sanie,'^which place to account as per adtioe. 

By proc. of Sdwa^b CairtiGB« Esq. 
WILUAM PORTER EAST. 
To Meflvs. Mm ^ Riehard Coiwmn, Boston. 

Pay to the order of Mr. John Seknan value ia aeooant. 

ARCHIBALD SELMAN. 
Lisbon, at retro. 
Mat 11th, 1796. Aceepted. 

>l.4^iR.0QPMAIf. 
Received the within, 11th June, 1796* 

JOHN SELMAN. 

[Mr. Vans usea letteri fi-om Mr. Church and Mr. Eait, as evidenoe that 
iUohaid Oodmaa acted in his own name, for John and Rkshaid Codmea. This 
hill shows, howerer, that Messrs. Chondi and £ast knew how to drmo a hill wo 
as to be binding, when accepted, on the jtartmerskip. It is drawn on John & 
lUehard Codman, at Boston, not on Richard Codman at Paiis ; and it was ae- 
oepted by John Codman at Boston, in the name of the hoose.] 

No. JM4. 

TRANSACTIONS WITH O. L. PHELPS, AT PARIS. 

A BiU drawn by O. L, Phelps in favor of J, 6p R. CwjsMm. 

Pabis, May 1st, 1797. 
Exchange for 2,000 Dollars. 
At sixty days sight of this my second of exchange, first and 
third not paid, please to pay to the order of Messrs. John 4* Rich' 
ard Codman two thousand dollars, — rvalue received, which place 
to account as advised by your obedient servant, 

OLIVER L. PHELPS. 
Mr. Joseph Blake, Boston. 

A Bill drawn by O. L, Phelps in favor ofR. Codman alone. 

Paris, 26th May, 1797. 
Exchange for 1000 dollars. 
Sixty days after sight of this my Second of Exchange, (first 
and third not paid) pay to Richard Codman, or order, one thou- 
sand dollars, value received as per advice. From your obedient 
servant, O. L. PHELPR 

J<M6ph Blake, Esq.— Boston. 
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INDOBSBMSlfT. 

Pay to Messrs. John ^ AiolMurd OodaMoi, or order, ▼doe iji 
account. R. CODMAN* 



[Here the nme indiyidnri. it Piris, in tbt mmm mottikt nuikMi oaeliiU ftty 
•ble to Richurd Godnuuiy ana •aother payable to John &» Richard CodiQaii.^i^ 
He of eouiae did not conmder them the aame. Mr. Vana alao pabliahea anoth* 
er bil), drawn br thia aame Mr. Phelps, in &Tor of RSehard Codman alotte. da- 
led in May, 1796^ i. e. a year before the above bill in &Tor of John A Ricliafd 



No. 9SS. 

A BiB of Exchange remitUd hff R. Codman to Ma$rs. Bating^. 

GuBUNSBT* 22d Feb. 1797. 
For dnS^ aUrKng. 
At thirty dajrs date, pay this my second of exchange, (first and 
third not paid) to my own order, the sum of seven hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling value in myse)f as advised by 

Your huraUe servant, HENRY PREBLE. 

To Meaara. Cakf d& Choter^— London. 

Fay the mtbin to Daniel Parker» Esq. or order^ value in ac* 
eowit. HENRY PREBLE. 

Pay to the order of Mr. Richard Codhnan, value received. 

DANIEL PARKER. 

Pay to the order of Messrs. John & Francis Baring & Co., 
value in account* R. CODMAN. 

[Tbe Meaan. Barings were the uaual bankera of John & Richard Codman 
in London,' and it appeara fhmi the oorreapondence with them, that they had 
aeparate dealinga with Richatd Godman alao, aince they claimed the right to 
put eeitiin ftmda remitted to tbea l)fy Richard Codman to hia aocoont, and not 
to the MGonnt of the honae.] 

Mo. 986. 

Specimens of numerous accounts relative to transactions of Rich- 
ard Codman in the French Stocks, bdng in his own name, 
and not for the account of J. b R. Codman. 
Account Sides o/* 27,000 /tore3 Rentes^ on theOreai Book, (orLedg* 

etf) of ike Public Debt. By Gtixen Pouchon^ Exchange Agent. 
1.796 

June* 4. 2.4,296 ISto. at 141. 17a 6e. 13,779 11 

5. 5;»8 at 14 15 15,4921:3 

e. 620 at 14 15 2,419 

7. 1,664 17 at 14 15 4,9U 

« 600 at 14 12 6 1,755 

9. 1,396 at 14 10 4,048 8 

10. 270 at 14 10 783 
7,628 at 14 5 21,73916 

11. 2^253 5 at 14 7 6 6,478 2 

12. 1,708 10 at 14 5 4,869 4 6 
1,135 15 at 14 3,180 2 

27,000 00 rentes. Iiviefl,78;^ 1 6 
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Brought over, livrety 78,386 1 

Cost of transfers, which were very nunv* 
eroiM, the sales being made to a great 
many purchasers, - - - - 60 

Commission of sale, } per cent., 392 

Brokerage also at i per cent., consider- 
ing difficulty of the sale, ' - - 301 1 6 

843 1 6 



Net, Liyres, 77,543 

With which Mr. Codman is credited in his account current with 
Mr. J. Recamier, this 21st Jiine, 1798. 

Accmmt of Sale of Rentes. 

Paris, 2d Nov. 1797. 
^r. Richard Codman^ Paris. 

1 send you annexed, a note of the proceeds of the 31,941 livres 
Rentes^ which have produced 61,687 livres, of which 15,000 for 
your account makes the proportion 28,9691 v. 4. and 16,941 for 
account of Messrs. Bromfield ic Houghton, 32717 16. Each of 
you has been credited in your accounts with Mr. J. Recamier. 

I salute you most cordially, A. RAVENA8. 

Mr. Bromfield has advised me that you would remit to me 
19,000 livres Rentes. 1 wish your advices on that point. 

Sold the 28th October, 



6,000 - - - 
6,000 - - - 
5,000 - - - 
4,941 - - - 


atd. 15 

at 9. 10 
at 9. 12 6 
at 9. 17 6 
at 9. 17 6 

6 
- 165 
nt., - 310 10 


23,400 

9,500 - 
9,625 
9,876 
9,758 10 


BXPENBE8. 

Transfer, 
Brokerage, ^ 
Commisaion, } per ce 


02,158 10 
471 10 



61,687 
Account of a purchase of Rentes^ 
Purchased for account of Mr. Richard Codman^ by J. Recamier 
200,000 livres rentes from Inscriptions on the Great Book, and 
detailed as follows : viz. 

^^rc\i\. }JJ|JJJ"^y^«'} 200,000,-Capital, livres 4^)00,000 

Profit, at 230 per cent., 9,200,000 
Registry fee, at 2 per cent., 160,000 
Brokerage, at ^ 33,400, 33,400 

13,393,400 
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N. B. The inscriptions stand in the names mentioned below, viz. 
No. 1 197, Reg. £., Vol. 1— Enoch Edwards, 50,000 livres, 
No. 20267, Reg. B<, Vol 17— Edw'd Bromfikud, 50,000 '' 
No. 1 1302, Reg. P., Vol. IO^-Dan'l Parur, 100,000 •« 

€hpy of an account sales made hy Panckan^ Exchange Broker ac- 
cording to his Memorandum of this date. 

Febraary 1, ITOa 

125,000 livres, Obligations Bens, } at 38s. 3d. 2,390 12 6 

400,000 do. - at 38 7,600 

50,000 do. - at 37 9 943 15 

505,000 do. - at 37 9,342 10 



1,060,000 



Brokerage, i 50 17 6 

Commissions, ^ 101 15 00 



Net, 



20,276 17 6 



152 12 6 
tivres, 20,124 5 



Paris, 4th February, 1798. 
Mr. JlkUrd Codmam^ Pbtu. 

I send jou above an account of the proceeds of your 1,080,000 
livres obligations §, amounting to 20,124 liv. 5s. with which 1 credit 
your account. I salute you cordially, A. RAVENAS, 

Attorney to J. Recamier. 
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SpecimenB of Rk^ard Codman's accountB wkk J. Re* 

Recamier'i ao^ont from Nov. 10, 1791^, to Mmrd^ 10, }7d8- 
Dm. Mt, KOard CodMm, at PafUtindee9maairr€$U€MdiHUraiMitper€mt, 



Not. 10. 
10. 

11. 



14. 
17. 
1& 

21. 
83. 
29. 

1. 

4. 

5. 

9. 
15. 
16. 



Dee< 



To baltnoo of ite't rasiitteilhim 93d 

To interost in toj fiiTor, af.cording to aoc't 

remitled, 

To hw ocdfln ibvor roiw, 6000, Lemaire, 

1031 11., 

Dp, Demiily, 
Do. Tabeuf, . 
Do. the beanr, 100w<~Bioiiifield &. Houglk- 

toa, 32,064 2 6. 

Do. Rinffoet,4000|— Brants, 387 5, 

Do. do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Dmift 



-Gordon, 226, 



Jan 



17. 
21. 
23. 
29. 

2. 

4. 

6. 
12. 

16. 
21. 
26. 
27. 

28. 
31. 



Feb. 3. 

6. 

12. 

13. 



Deblois, 

Robt. Folton, 1200, 

Lemaire, 

Jaa. Smith, 

DelUle, 

To draft of Martin Domer, 1793 18—272 15 
To order faTor of Tremblaj, 420 10 ~ 
To his acceptance of draft of 

Mignot Marion, 1086 

To note to order of Bromfield and Honghton 

To his order to Dam^me, 

P'd to Bnnta 960, prenuum snr 20 loois 4 f 

To his order to Brants, (Gaudin,) 

Do. do 

Do. &Tor beanr, paid to Bary, 

Do. « Tupper, 

Do. >< bearers, Touj 2000— Bromfield &. 

Houghton 3500 

Do. do. paid to VaiUi 

To paid to him. 

To order &Tor bearer, 

Do. ' do. do. 

Do. do. do 

To paid his order in faTor Bromfield Sl 
Houghton, 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



beanr, 

do. paid to Dane, 

Bonneville, 

Vans, 

bearer, Russell 



14. 

15. 
20. 



1000, GouTain 1600, 
To paid for the prompt conversion of his 

rentes into the | consolidated fund, . . . 
To his order &vor the bearer, (to Tanevj 
Do. do. do. (to DunOi 

To y'r remitt. on R. lille, 5 Feo. not paid. 
Do. do. 15 " « 

Mar. 6. To interest in my favor, as per account, 

To commiss. at ( per cent., on 1694292 19 9 
To brokerage at I per cent, on 7^3 4 
To Postages, 



Interests, < 



120119^ 18 



119 
116 
113 



1122401 



11 

16 

19 

13 

5 

11 

9511013 6 

4 

2 



109 

107 

101 

99 

96 



84 

83 
79 
77 
71 
67 
66 
63 

67 
53 
48 
43 
42 
41 

1 38 

>38 

35 

32 

26 



23 
18 



557 

164 

53 



318 
58 
33 
94 

196 



18 
117 



84 2 



553 
158 
50 
34 
39 
62 
30 



176 

3 

27 

10 

6 



775 4 



18 

4 

17 



43 6 



1 
6 
4 

308 
214 



MM 

4609 16 

7031 U 
2006 
714 It 

32164 2 6 
4387 5 
896 19 
500 

1428 

1962 

16000 

300 

2066 13 

1506 10 

10000 
3000 

984 

720 

875 
1200 

720 

5500 
5000 

96 
960 

380 11 3 
240 

{30000 

i 600 

800 

200 

1000 

2600 

120 
400 
400 
14000 
14000 
3539 11 
846 99 
9 8 
7 12 



8970 5184018 00 6 



March 6. Debtor to new account, value 10th inst 58,906 00 

Except errors and omissions. 
Paris, 6th March, 1798. 



201 
camier, his banker at Paris.* 



nik^from 
smdeiiy, 



IQtk Ab«. UfltoMitk M^eh inH, tnik' Mr. J. 



Reeamier of the 



llov. 18. Hii remittanoei, doe 22d Not. G789 1 10 
asth « 1789 7 
29th '< 2372 14 
30th << 8806 3 
2d Dec. 12315 16 8 
20. Remittuice from Coffin, jr. for his account, 

25th Dec 

33 per cent, on p. 10210 of £dw. Stuber, 
3369 4 at 190 
26. Bemittancea from Coffin, 25 Nov. 300 

6 Dec. 4950 

7 " 3905 10 
10 *' 4358 8 

Dec. 16. do. from Homberg of HaTre, 9 Jan 

17. Hia remittance 27th Jan. 1215 

30th " 9522 

Feb. 3. Rec'd for aalea of 1^080,000 in bona of } 
8. Remittance from J. Prince, on hia account 8th 

Feb 20 

2d Mar. 3700 
4th *< 6000 
Do. from Robert Lyle, per 3945 5 at 192), 

12th Feb 

Mar. 6. Interest in mj favor, to debit in account, . . 
Balance of thia account, Talue 10th March^ 



1^ 


488 16 


102 


121 01 


101 


159 15 


100 


587 


98 


804 12 


75 


200 


110 


469 6 


105 


21 


94 


310 4 


93 


242 2 


90 


261 10 


60 


840 


42 


34 


39 


246 16 


35 


469 16 


28 


7 


8 


19 15 


6 


24 


26 


130 14 




3539 11 



32064 2 6 

4000 
6401 11 

ll3513 18 

21000 
1 10737 
20124 5 

[ 9720 

7543 4 

68906 



(Signed,) 



8970 5| 184010 00 6 
J. RECAMIER. 



* TImm ■eeonnti eommra 
Jan. 1801. whan Uwre wu a •■ 
i dw Dinu John Codninn 



iM tooB after Uehard Codman*f aiTiyEl it Parii, and 
final MttJeoMat, Roeamiar noeirinf liu Vum SUptret 
D wu in Paru at tha time. Thete acooonta, baina ^ 



_ oontinoe to 97 
cent, of the bal- 



and looK, wa liara aelaetad thoaa.whiah iounediatelY preaeda 
•f the diaaohition, tagathar with the aeaoont in wUeh the fln 



linf vary nu 
r follow the 



26 
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Ho. 988. 

[original^ TRAN8LATID.] 

Recamier'g account from March 10, 1798, to 

Ds. Mr, RUluu^ Codmam iU Pangf hU aeeomni cmrma amd i$Uerulj iUlip€r 



Mar. 10. 

S3. 



94. 

9S. 

98. 

99. 

31. 

April 1. 

3. 

6. 

6. 

8. 

17. 
18. 
91. 
97. 
98. 
May I. 

8. 
10. 
19. 

13. 
18. 
90. 
99. 
June 10. 



19. 



91. 



To balance of ace't remitted him this day, 
To hia order &Tor bearer, paid 9Ui Maren, 

JDeblois, 

To paid him 10 louia in gold, and preminm, 

910, 

To his order h.Yot Branta, 

** ** Lewis, 600 — RuaaeU, 

1080, 

« ** Lemaire, 913 16 — B. 

Dncheane, 179, 

To draft of G. Voght, on hia aoconnt, .... 

To hia order &Tor Anderaon, 

Do. Boldoni, 

Do. B. Foetor, 

Do. Webb, 

Do. Walbreek, 

To paid on hia order, draft of Gray db 

Hoakina, of Bordeanz, on him, 

To hia order fiiTor Bromfield & Houghton, 

Do. fiiTor Lemaire, 

Do. fiivor Malmberg, 

Do. faTor Houghton, 

Do. ikvor Bromfield & Houghton, 
To paid on hia draft of SylramM Bourne, 

19000,-9500, 

To hia order favor Whitmore, 

Do. &vor Webb, 
To paid draft of Gray &, Hoakina, of Bor- 
deaux for hia account, 

To hia order /avor Vans, 

Do. do. Hottffhton 

Debloia, 

Vans, 

Tupper, 

Tupper, 6210,— Webb 

1900, 

To drafta of C. Voght, 4000, 6000, 7000, 

4994 ia-a9d June, 

Do. 3l8t July next, 

Do. 18th Auguat, 

Intereat, at 1) per cent, up to 98th inat 
Commiasiona i per cent, on 100,319 6. 
Poatagea of lettera from Hamburg ana 
hia account, 



110 

111 

97 

97 
96 

95 

9S 
91 
89 
88 
86 
84 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



other plaoea, on 1 



3939 
96 
33 

11 
18 



77 8 



49 

190 

5 

13 
956 

67 

61 

47 

108 

5 

8 

14 

66 



91 
94 

44 



46 13 16 



89 
93 

7 
5 



56 19 



6 65 19 



58906 

480 
700 

949 10 

989 8 

1630 

1085 15 
4193 18 

133 

300 
6000 
1600 
1500 

1184 10 
3000 

157 10 

940 

476 10 
1860 10 

91500 

840 

1000 

1871 14 

600 
4000 
1900 

400 

600 

7410 

91994 10 
5436 10 
6358 13 
9138 
501 9 6 

15 



5958 14159845 00 6 



£690 which he ia debtor to new account, Talue 28th June. 
Except errora and on 
Paria, 9l8t June, 1798. 



90S 



June 28, 1798. 

cml. jwr numtkfjrom lOih Mmrek to 28e& Jwu^ wiik J, RKamuft^ ^Pom. Dft. 



^ 

88 644 10 
84 840 
80 773 
20 117 



M w. 27. Hii nmittuioes due lit Apr. 14648 6 
«< 5th <« 90000 
« 9Ui « 19384 

Jane 8. Do. doe June 8, i 

19. By prooeedf of 270 fwitaf, mid for hit 
■ecomit by A. Ravenu, uBoantiBg to 
77543k Tit. 

Due 14th Jane, 39993 3 
19th •^ 16507 9 

90th ^ 91042 15 



SI, 



For this amoant, which Tumey orden me 
to hold for hii aocoant, 



For allowance of interest, at 1) per cent. 

per month on the drafts of G. V< 

not doe, to 31st Jnly, 
18th Aog. 
Balaaoeofthisaecoant, 



6436 
6358 13 



51 



980 
74 5 
8 64 8 

66 



89 19 
169 I 

19138 



^53799 006 
11710 



►77643 



16000 



090 



(Signed^ 



6258 14| 159645 00 6 
J. RECAAQER. 
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IVo. 999. 

[OBIOINAL.] 

Mr. C. Voght's acooiut wkh Richard Codman, from 
July 26th, to November the 22d, 1799. 

Mr, Rkkard Codmmn in Pmrig^ his macomU mtrrttd. 

£19 



A«g. 3. 
Sept. 2. 



Tsr 



To QMh pod Mr. OoQTain, 814 ct 96 per «t 
100 it S3i per ct. 
- 10th Fmciidor, lOth year, 14 20 
Dutch ducats, 6 8;' 
To MMrant ef my dnfb, which were paid 
pkoteit for the honor of myngBatore, hy Per- 
rigawz &. Co. 

36146 10 drawn the Ut July, 
16749 . 12 do. 

964 14MeMn.PenigaaxACo.ooin.)p.et. 
316 16 brokerage, poetage and proteet, 

£53332 24, which amount has been redrawn 
on me, the 7th and 9th Sept., 
16,000 at 191) per ct ia 84470 

37thdo.9,897 8all90ipereeBtta 16864 

Sept 30. By my drafla, 5000 2 Uiancei order, Poppe A 

Co., 231, 
20000 do. do. 

do. 2110 order Lnberf, at 231 

do. 11002 9 order Sundnea, 

do. 21417 16 do. do. 



Oet 
Not. 


1. 

4. 

1. 

22. 


Oet. 2. 

4. 

9. 

17. 

Not. 15. 



To Perriganz &, Co. Dr. 7th Sept 25 days date 
Do. do. 9th - - 

« cash paid Mr. OonTain, 212 at 23) per ct 
«< Pervigauz &, Co. Dr. 27 Sept 20 days date 
« cash paid Mr. Gouvain, 300 at 24i, 
To my commission Bm. at 28,880 4 I per ct 
Do. Brdterage 1 p. m. on Bm. 29,120 2. 

and postage; 
To interest, as per account. 



By procuration of Mr. 
JOHN GEORGE 
HAMBuaa, the29d Not. 1799. 



3 
80 15 

230 6 



6000 

12000 

171 11 

9897 2 

241 15 

96 3 

69 10 

74 1 



2«87 

9547 14 
1044 
5443 14 
10597 6 



29120 229120 2 



[C. Voglit was a correspondent of J. 6l R. Codman ; yet it 
appears that he kept a BtpmraU account with R. Codman ; and it 
appears by the letters which follow, that drafts of Wm. Vans on 
R. Codman were a part of Voght's transactions ; — 2d« that Voght 
took security on R. C/s real estate for a large balance due hiai ; 
suid he continued to litigate for this real estate, precisely as Wm* 
Vans did, although it was slender security for his debt^ instead of 
calling on John Codman for payment Why!— Because the 
dealings were wi^ Richard Cooman separately, as Vans' were.] 
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No. 393. 

[original.] 

Letter from Ckuspar Voghi to JR. Codman, 

Hamburg, 16 Jao. 1800. 
Mr. Richard Codman. ) 

No. 975 Rue D'Anjou Honort, Paria. ) 

Sir, — ^I had the pleasure of writing jou the 30th ulto. to whieb 
beg your reference, and have now to inform jou that the first of 
Mr. Vans' drafts on jou for livres 3,150. 8, will be presented to 
jou now for payment. Mr. Lafluke, to whom I remitted it, hav- 
ing at last received the same and sent it to his friends at Paris, 
who returned it to his friends here, who already, about four weeks 
ago, presented me the copy which had been returned to them 
from Genoa, with protest account of exchange, &c.,.and a redraft 
against the amount. This will however be returned to-day to 
Paris, with the original, to be presented to you for payment, and 
I beg you will discharge the same as it was with difficulty that I 
prevented them recovering the amount with damages, and which 
I could not have done had it not been a copy, which ought not to 
have been returned with re-ezchange account, dtc. — I leave it for 
you to settle for the expenses as well as you can, relying on your 
paying honor to the first bill on its being presented. 1 am very 
respectfully yours. By procuration of Mr. Caspar Voght. 

JOHN GEORGE BURMESTEIL 

No. 394. 

[original.] 

Letter from Caspar Voght to Richard Codman, 

Hamburg, 24th Feb. 1800. 
Mr. Richard Codman, Paria. 

Sir, — ^Having in course been favored with your esteemed of 
the 19th past, 1 have deferred repljring to the same, in hopes that 
you would still be able to contrive means for preventing the re- 
turn of my last drafts on you, but f have now had the vexation to 
receive back 10,000 liv. and 20,000 liv. so that only a small one 
of 609,8 liv. is wanting, which I conclude hath been paid. Thus 
the totality of bills returned is 50,000 liv. On the other side, 
you have a note of the amount, which I have repaid here for the 
same in bank money, also of crtg. 450, paid Mr. Gouvain to sup- 
ply his wants, so that the whole sum now standing to the charge 
of your account with me, amounts to Bm. 26447,10,6 the interest 
running from the dates noted, and my commission dtc to be 
added in course,— of all which you will please to pass scripture 
accordingly. 

The arrangement which you have made with Messrs. Perri- 
gaux 6c Co. for my security, justifies my conviction of your char- 
acter, which 1 have not the least doubt you will ever maintain. 
Permit me however to observe, that Messrs. Perrigaux d& Co. 
announce the estate transferred to them, of the value of 40,000 
liv. instead of 50,000 liv. mentioned by your good self. You will 
further feel the impropriety of getting me to have a capital of 
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upwards of 26,000 * marks banco,* ready money, locked up in a 
time as this, against a seearity not covering the full amount, and 
as I have much reason to fear, not being an object of ready dis- 
posal in untoward cases. Thus I expect it from your honor, that 
Tou will not give yourself a moment's ease before having enabled 
Messrs. Perrigaux d& Co. to accept my drafts on them at 2, or if 
necessary 2^ months. I require said our mutual friends, to ar- 
range the matter with you in such a manner, and when done to 
deliver up to you the bills for 50,000 livres, with their protests, 
which are all with them, for them to do the needfiiL 

I doubt not a moment of your having paid Mr. Tans' bill for 
3150,8 livres, though I have not been favored with an answer to 
my respects to you of the 17th past on that subject. 
Most truly, and respectfully, I remain, yours. 

By procuration of Mr. Caspar Voght. 

JOHN GEORGE BURME6TEB. 
1799. 

Dec 81. To Perrigattz ^ Co'e. drafts of the 20th December, 
against 20,000 livres, 
Amount of ray drafts of the 1st Oct. Bm. 10,448 2 6 
To cash paid Mr. Gouvain, pr. 450, at 24| 361 1 
1800. 

Feb. S. To Perrigaaz 4l Co. drafts of the 17tfa Jan> 
nary against 10,000 livres. 
Amount oif my drafts 1st November, - 5,187 8 
Teh.2L To ditto of the Sd February, 30 days date, 

agwist ditto of 22d Nov. 20,000 livres, 10,450 15 

Bm. 26,447 10 6 
27 
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ill 



Nil* MM* 

[OMOINAL, TEANSIiATID.] 

Broker^ s InU ofsak^ of the rentes loaned 5y Mrs. Vans^ to Richard 

22d Janaary, ITW. 

Sold for Mr. Godman, 8,415 \w. rentes* 

at 11 It. 28. 6d. per cent, ... 18,723 7 6 

rfo the Notary, - - » - 12 

Commisiions, • ^ - • 94 

106 



18,617 7 6 



Paid in discharge, according to the receipts 
annexed, . 1 • 1,600 It.) 
2 - 7,000 ( 
8 1,600 ( 11,500 

4 . 1,500 ) 

7,117 7 6 
4,000 



{Poor Persomu.) 



Due 3,117 7 6 



Sundry letters from John Codmam, written in London, 
after his return from Paris. 

Mo. 997. 

[copy.] 

From John Codman's TnTeUlng Letter Book. 

Extracts from a Letter of J. Codman to Messrs, Barings. 

London, 4th March, 1801. 
Sir F. Bering A Co. 

Gbntubmbn, — I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your 
two favors of 27th February, and 3d initant^ the former enclosing 
me sundry papers, relative to the ship Abigail, and her compro* 
mised freight in Jamaica, and the latest your account currentt 
made up to the 28th February last, in which 1 observe you have 
included the balance due from the late firm of John and Richard 
Codman, all which are regular and in order, and the balance due 
to you on the 1st instant, is ^16,585 1j. say sixteen thousand five 
hundred and ninety-five pounds, one shilling, which I shall note 
to your credit in conformity. 

There is another small object which must have ^scaped your 
recollection, statement of which I enclose, — ^if correct, you will 
please credit me the amount, £8S ISs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. J. CODMAN. 
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Statement enclosed in the abc/ne,^ 
[Sib F. Babing d& Co* to J. Cooman, Debtor.] 

1706, March Slat. To tbii iom paid ytm hf Richard 
Godman, aa bj jour letter, 10th Auguit, 1706« £l&fiM 

Deduct £5,000 wluch was loaned to R, Codman, tfi^ 
per jour letter, 18ch April, 1799, • - ifilQO 



1797, March Slat. 1 year intereft. 



1798, 



do 



1799, 



10,000 
500 

10,500 
525 

11,035 
551 6 



Deduct Cre£t, March dlst,^ 1799,. 



I800» March 31st. 1 year, inferesCr 



1801,. 



lat 



II months 



one-half per cent. rec. !5',000' 7 10 ] 
two years interest^ 15 j 



fl,676 S 
11,500 00 


70>05 
3 16S 


80 3 
3 13 9 


83 16 



<£92 



' ^04 9«9r 

[oBionrAL.]' 
fohd OOnart at London^ to Richard Codman at Paris. 

London, 6th March, 1801. ) 
(5 Norfolk-Street Strand.) J 
DteAtf BffOTErEtf,-<-I wiff iiiform' yoa of my return to ray old 
quarters, dnd fo» my old indispositions, having been most sadly 
iMtcted with eoM evef since I nave been hen^, and there seems 
to be no getting rid tff it. I found Messrs. Baring* qnke au fait 
sts to your affcCirs befoi^ my arriral. Urty have caMed on me for 
an acknowledgment of thef balance of aH ouir accounts, and I 
have doner it, including their demand on the late house of J. 4- JR. 
Codman, and alk>wing theili fbe^5,000, so that all is now as they 
wish it, and / have nothing to do but to go imoei and go to toork to 

• rrom thi» it will he nen that the iCtI ,600 credited by the BarioM in their 
account with John and Richard C6dman under date of March 31, 1799, was for 
raouey remitted by Richard Codman in 1796. Nothing was ever remitted to 
them hy Richard Codman, after the date at which Vana' property came into 
N ^OS*' S^off* Mooont, No. 904, and their letter mpectiiig tUe itrai, 
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poff ihem. I told Wiggin* 1 would let him in, in proportion with 
tae, in the Firmancourt Estate, and Cremille Estate, first deduct* 
ing the money I adranced in Paris. But thb I cannot do to ant 
other creditor considering the nsouniain J hade got td struggle with 
Since I have lejft jou^ I have thought it would have been best had 
I taken Bromfield and Houghton's bond on several accounts, one 
is they will complain if it gets into Vans* hands, and say it was 
tsontrary to your agreement to negotiate it and especially to him, 
iftnd another that if erer it is in my power to serve you, I must 
haife the means^ If you have not parted with it, I recommend you 
to send it to me with a delegation void of elpense in my favon 
Messrs. Barings, as you may well suppose are very polite, and 
Sir F. liberal in his remarks and observations, even on the affairs 
which have embarrassed you. You will find nothing disagreeable 
from them when you see them, cmd if you come this way, you 
mnrt be expected ere long, for after you bare finished ymtr qfmr 
with VanSy you can have nothing to detain you. Nobody will 
advance or do anything for you while you stay where you are, 
you must either quit or live by your own means. But remove 
into a new sphere while your character is good ; you have the 
only chance that remains for your future welfare* Sir Ft spoke 
a good deal of this, that your integrity was your treasure, and 
that you must not risk even that into situations too trying ; for 
God's sake therefore quit Paris. Strobell don't come yet,<^I 
long to hear by him how you come on with that tedious and disa* 
greeable creature Vans. JOHN CODMAN. 

[copy.] 

[From Jbhn Codman's Travtelling Letter Book.] 

John Codman to Babut, 

London, 6th March) 1801. 
Mr. Babut. 

Dear Sm,— »I refer you to what I had the pleasure to write you 
from Calais and Paris. Since my arrival here, I find our mutual 
friends, Messrs. Barings would be disposed to sanction any nego- 
tiations I might have entered into, to remove my brother's em- 
barrassments, and that they have written you to that effect. But 
such is the state of his affairs, and the relative situation of all 
around him that I cannot undertake to make anif more advances^ 
and all I have to ask of you is to liquidate and place into remit- 
tances to London, as soon as possible, the two objects 1 left with 
you, viz. the Firmancourt and the Cremille estates. I hope and 
trust he will be able soon to clear himself from his other engage- 
ments. 1 am in hopes also you will frequently write me to 
America, that I may know what to expect from these contingen- 
cies. I am yours, &c. J. CODMAN. 

P. S. — J beg to be understood^ that you are not to advance any 
monies to my brother^ for which either me or my friends Messrs. 
SqringSj are to be answerable. 

* A •feditdr 6f ft. Godman's alone in London. 
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[OOPT.] 

LeUtrfrmik /« Codbium to Messrs, Barings^ 

London, 6lh Marehy 1601« 
Sir F. Baring A. Co. 

GENTLBBiBNt'*-lQ ttij letter to Sir Francis Baring Ifom Paritf 
dated 2d January last, I (4)ierved that I thought some aid to mj 
brother from your friend Mr. Babut (with security in hand) might 
be of service. It then appeared probable something of the kind 
might have a beneficial effect ; but bef(^e I left Pans 1 was satis- 
fied to the contrary, and that the best means my brother has to 
adjust his affairs is, with such effects as he has. If therefore you 
have given Mr. Babut any authority to make advances to him, I 
must be under the necessity to ask you to countermand them en« 
tirely. I have the honor to be, d&c. J« CODMAN* 

]Vo. S01« 

[original.] 
John Codmaft id London to Richard Codman at Parts* 

London, 18th March, 1801. 
Dear Brother,^— I wrote you that I thought you had better 
not give Vans Bromfield's debts, for if you do it will be a source 
of future trouble to you to balance between the parties — it will be 
like another Deblois, and I think you have had experience enough 
to make you sick of being every body's friend and advocate, — 
which in the end makes enemies of all and fills one with 
chagrin. If you have not parted vrith that instrument of 
Bromfield and Houghton's, transfer it to me by a line of 
transfer annexed, which you can do without expense; It mag 
in time operate some indemnification to me, which I know you 
desire^ and I shall have it in my power to prevent any disagreea* 
ble consequences, which I foresee if Vans gets hold of it. With 
regard to this creature I see stocks have fallen, which may oper- 
ate in your favor. If you have not yet settled with him, I advise 
you to give him the Dreux Estate for 100,000 livres, and your 
note payable in some future time at moderate interest for the 
remainder, if you cannot do better by a compromise. But as you 
are on the spot you can judge better, — ^all I can ijrge is, that you 
lose no time, for the object of T isle de France is immense. I saw 
a gentleman yesterday from that country, who more than con- 
firmed my opinion, which vou know was highly raised ; at any 
rate you will be ruined in fact in every sense, if you do not leave 
France. It is hardly possible for me now to keep your fame 
afloat from those of our country, whose characters in France 
are sunk in infamy. Necessity is imperious, it requires your re- 
moval, depend on what a brother says. You will have no confi- 
dence but distrust while you stay, and to liiw so is a curse. I have 
called on none of Van's creditors, for I wish not to defile myself 
with anv thing that belcmffs to him. I jaw cuough of his intrioa- 
cie;s and intrigues while f was in Paris, and yet th^y were too 
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weak and low to oper^le as a mare ; get rid of him and his- ■ ■. 
Praj where is Strobell 1 I expect him every day and full infor- 
mation by him. I know your disponition to ease and to put things 
off, so that I must again teaze you to consider yourself as depart- 
ing, on the wing, and finishing, let every thing tend to do this. 
Adieu, J. CODHAN. 

IVo. 809. 

[cOPT.] 

John Codmm to BaXnH 4> Co. 

London, April 5, 1801. 
Mefsn. Babnt and Van-Haemflkerck. 

Gentlemen, — I received your favor of the 6th, and also two 
under date to the 20 ultimo, and take due note of their contents. 
I am very sensible of the purity of the motives that govern your 
conduct with respect to my brother, and have considered well 
jour observations respecting the benefit that might arrive even to 
mtf stiff by making a new advance to my brother for the purpose 
of adjusting with Mr. Vans, and Uberaiing my ckunu on ike ntatei 
at CremiUe and at Firmancourt ,*— bat notwi&stonding the desir- 
able appearances which such an arrangement holds out, I am so 
situated at a distance from the scene of operation, and of course 
liable to renewed disappointment, that I have come to anunaitera' 
bie determinationf under no circumstances and in no events to come 
under any new advances or any new engagements for my brother , I 
have done all and more than all a brother ought to do, and 1 must 
now leave him to his fote. If you can secure my rights in those 
two estates, you undoubtedly will ; the claims that you hold upon 
them, and also the security which you retain in the Dreux estate 
wHl, I hope, secure the two former for my use. My hopes are 
that the Dreux estate will enable my brother to settle with Mr. 
Vans, when Mr. V. finds he has no expectation from any other 
quarter. I must discharge my mind of this unpleasant subject 
and return to my friends in America, in hopes that I may there 
hear from you something more favorable. In the mean time 
accept my highest wishes and the cordial thanks of your friend. 

J. CODMAN. 
No. SOS. 
[copy.] 
John Codman to Messrs. Barings. 

London, April 5, 1801. 
Sir F. Baring A Co. 

Gentlemen, — By the enclosed letters from Mr. Babut, and my 
reply, you will see the nature of our late correspondence and 
govern yourselves accordingly. You will please forward the 
letter for Paris by post, and return me those received from thence, 
excusing the trouble they must give you to peruse them. 

You will see that I conceive any new advances will be perfectly 
unavailing, and it is necessary that I should decidedly say that I 
cannot authorise them, in order that in future I may be relieved 
from that suspense which I have too long experienced ; besides I 
have every reason to think that it is the only way to terminate 
my brother's affairs in France. I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. CODMAN. 
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BARINGS' ACCOUNTS. 

[The accounts of Messrs. Barings are very vohiminoo^^ 
We are constrained to omit, therefore, those which preceded 
the date of May, 1798. The first account inserted, begins 
under date June 5, 1798 (being a few days before diey had 
received notice of the dissolution of J. & R. Codman), with a 
balance against the house of nearly £ &0,000 steriing ! The 
stock loaned by Vans to R. C, was in the latter part of '98, 
or early in '99. It will be seen that no remittances were made 
by R. C. after that date, which clears away the argument that 
vans' money had, in fact, gone into John Codman's pocket, 
through remittances of Richard Codman to the Barings.] 

^ Wo. 304. 

[original.] 

Messrs. John and Richard Codman of JBofftm, iheir AeeH Okrreai 

with J, 4r F. Baring Sf Co* of London. 

Dr. Cr« 



1798. 

Jime 5 To baUnce of former ftceouat 

6 To Capt. Hammond*! dft 10 May 
Joly 14 To their dft. 28 March at 60 dayi 

Toproteiting bills dnwn on Labberta A, 
Co. of Hamburg 
Oet. 5 By our dft. 3d inat on Deliua at 21 

37 8. a^nat the oil conaiffned him in 
1797 
29 By biU remitted by Voght against the 
freight of the Abigail 
Nov. 6 By our dft. 2d inst. on C. Voght at 3 

37 104 

By charges of protesting biU on Hewes 
1799 
Jan. 9 To C. Vogbt's dft. 6 Jan. at 2 months . . 

23 To protesUng our dfts. on Voght, £4,000 
April 6 By so much we credit them per 31 March, 
as per our letter of this day to John 

Codman 

May 10 By so much we credit them for freight 
recovered firom the consignees at Ham- 
burg, of logwood per Abigail, ^,800 13 
Less Voght*8 com. 1 per cent. 28 



14 
June 30 



£2,772 13 
exchange 35 5 
By N. P. of 171 demi pieces cambrics, 

received from Guernsey 

To com. on payments, 76 10 10 

receipto, 17,576 9 4 



£. 

49,489 
15 
50 



10 



12 



1,600 

967 

4,000 



11500 



908 
417 



10 



13 



17,653 2 at 
[Cofntinutd on the nextpogeJ] 
* This large credit was for a remittance by Richard Codman, as long ago 
as March, 1796. See the letter referred to in the account, (No. 305.) The 
whole sum remitted was £ 15,000, which Messrs. Barings kept suspended, 
and finally claimed to retain £5,000 to reimburse them for some transaction 
with R. C. on his own separate account See also No. 306, No. 297, and 
No. 128, relative to this subject. 
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I 


>R 




Cr. 




1799. 


2i per cent 88 5 4 

on £5,60, and Btamp*, 8 4 
Topofltage, 4 16 


2^ 


9 


7 


£. 
33,976 


1 




June 90 


By balance dne thw day at their debit new 
account •••••••••••• •• 


6 










61,9G:> 


14 


5 


51,969 


14 


6 



E.E. Loiidon, 30 June, 1799. 



JOHN & FRANCIS BARING & CO. 
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No. 

[ORISINAL.] 

Extracts frwn a Letter of Messrs. Barings to J. Codman. 

LoNBON, Ap'l 8, 1799. 

Sir, — With regard to the sum kept in resenre we have waited 
for a persooal interview with your brother on the subject^ but as 
that is not iikelj to happen soon^ we think the best mode will be 
to credit jour account of J. dL R. C. wkk the Sam of ;€ 10,000 
and interest from 31 March, 1796, to 31 March, '99, in all £1 1,500, 
the remaining sum of jf 5,000 was a loan or rather a credit to 
jour R. C. * * * If anj further information is wanted we must 
refer jou altogether to jour l^rother. 

The expectation he held out to us of a reimbursement of 
;f 16,000 foils verj short indeed. You will have seen bj our pro- 
ceeding that the first sum of J?4,000, was in course of pajment 
and when paid we shall acquaint jou, as we shall do if it comes 
back, but our second drafts for J?4,000 on Hamburg, we repeat 
to JOU will not be paid, and which we attribute not to the want of 
funds or disposition, but to the recommencement of the war on 
the continent, which has rendered it impossible to realize those 
effects, which he had reason to expect, when he held out the 
expectation to us. * • J. A; F. BARING dt CO. 

NO.S06. 

[original.] 
Extracts from a letter of Messrs. Barings to John Codman. 

London, Julj 17, 1799. 
John Codman, Esq., Boston. 

Sir, — With regard to the ^5000 that had not been brought 
to the credit of J. & R. C, jou maj consider it as altogether 
null and void, as it was nominal, it never had anj real exist- 
ence. The sum for which jou have received credit we have not 
recovered, and probablj never shall recover. It ought however 
to appear at jour credit ; — it has been passed accordinglj ;— all 
which jour brother will confirm. Your remark respecting our al- 
lowing com]K>und interest on this sum of ;f 10,000 is verj just, 
but which did not before strike us, as jou will have seen bj the 
account current latelj transmitted to jou, that we passed the sum 
to the credit of the account under date of 31 March last, with 
three jears interest in ^11,500 ; but we shall in the next account 
make good to jou the compound interest. • • • 

J. A; F. BARING A; CO. 
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mo. so7« 

[OBIOINAL.] 

Messrs. J. 4r R* Codmm of Bastoth <Actr Account Current. 

Da. Gr. 



To Malice of fbnner aeconnt 

To Caspar Voght's dft. IS July, at 2 
montha • • 



1799. 
June 30 
Sept. 15 

1800. 
June 30 To commiBsion on paymentSi £665 S 2 at 

i per cent. 3 6 6 

To intereat, at 6 per cent, per 

annum, on £33,976 1 6 

from 30 June to 15 Sept. 

1799,77dayB, 358 7 

To interest on jS34,641 3 8 

from 15 Sept. to 30 June, 

1800, 288 days, 1,366 13 



June 30 By balance due us we carry to their debit 
on new account, per 30 inst 



£.£. Lonim, 30 .AoM, 1800. 



£. 
33,976 

665 



1,728 



10 



10 



36,369|10 



10 



FRANCIS BARING A CO. 
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IVo. S08ft 

JOHN CODMAN'S SEPARATE ACCOUNT. 

[ORIOINAU] 

John Codman of Boston^ his Account Current with John 4* Fronds 
Baring S^ Co* of London. 

Dr. Cb. 



1798. 
Jone ] 



12 To amount of bottomry bond giyen by 
Capt. Crocker for money advanced for 
the use of the Thetia, £488 17 11 

Deduct coat of bond, charged 
by ua and paid by the Capt S S 



27 

30 
Oct. 4 
1799. 
Jan#4 

13 
16 



18 



July 3 To Capt. Crocker's dft 31 May, at 30 

days 

9 By cash received of Capt Crocker .... 
Aug. 6 To Anderson A, Co.'s dft. 8 July, at 1 mo. 
15 Bf cash received of John Tnnno .«.«.. 

Sept. 15 By two bills on ourselves .««... 

22 By two do. on Lane, > 160 

Mnrdock, ) 1,800 



To paid J.Tunno 4 

By a bill on ourselves 

To Capt Crocker's dft. 4 Bept at 21 days 

To drawback on piovisions shipped to 

Jamaica 

By 1 bill remitted by Delius 



By 

17 By 



Feb. 3 

5 

March 8 



2^ 
By 



9 
16 

18 

21 

26 

26 

April! 
4 

18 



21 
22 

26 

May 4 
22 
25 

June 6 



do. 

do.^ 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 
do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Kramer 



A* Roosin, 



by order of T. T. Cremer 
By do. do. do. do. 

To Capt. Hammond's dft 9 January, at 

30 davs 

By I bill remitted by Kramer & Roosin, 

by order of T. T. Cremer • . . 
By do. do. do. do. 
Ix^ bill on Findlay, paid for his honor, 

with charges • 

By 1 bill remitted by Kramer A, Roosin, 

by order of T. T. Cremer .... 
By do. do. do. do. 
By do. do. do. do. 
By received of Capt Crocker, 700 
By 7 bills rem'd by Builderma- 

ker, 2;240 

By 1 do. do. do 

By 2 do. do. do. 800 

By 1 do. on ourselves, 220 

By 2 do. remitted by Buildermaker ... 

To Capt. Crocker's dft. 19 April 

By 1 bill remitted on Pinkerton 

By 1 do. do. Bailey 

By N. P. of 65 R's pot and pearl ashes 

per Minerva per 18 August 

^ By two bills remitted by T. T. Cremer . . 

1% Porter ft Co.'s dft. 16 Match, at 3 mos. 

[(kmJtimui &n next p^ge.] 



0^ 
4l5 



486 



500 



5 
54 

64 



678 1 



t9 



S,SDd 



19 



11 



580 

1,300 
398 

1,960 
300 



125 

200 
100 
584 
150 
1,200 
840 

13 

50 



550 
200 



800 
106 
200 



2,940 
200 

1,020 
725 

500 
500 

461. 
80 



12 
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Dr. 



1799. 
Jane 30 



To Porter &. Co/« dft. I@ M&rch, due 2 July 
To do. 12 Apr, " 26 " 

To do. fj >Iay, ** 30 Aug. 

To com. on payments^ 10,443 19 

receipUj iy^5d2 7 7 



June 3D 



30,^26 7&t 
j per cent. ...«•....>......••■ 

To poHtago .« 

To balojice we cany to bli crediit tbU day 

on new account « , ^ ^ » « , 

By % btHs lenutted by T. T. Cremer, doe 
2 July ,,,,, 

do. do. due 3 July , 

do. do. 

do. do. 

do, do. 

do. do. 

do. do. 



By 4 
By 1 
By 4 
By 2 
Byl 
By 1 



io. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 



4 

45 

10 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Bj interest per ■ccount . 



SAuff. 



1,704 
714 



154) 
e,P&3 



11 



£.£. L(mi((m, 30 Jima, 1799. 



_Cii. 



763 
664 
900 
904 
£70 
301 
360 
271 



3l 7 



S0^l5X)0H)(l]| 30^15 0000 
JOHN 6l FRANCIS BARING A. CO. 
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IVo. 

John Codmanh Esq* of Boston^ his Aecauni Current* Db. Cb, 



1799 

Jime 30 By bakne« of farmer accout* 

July 1 By 1 bill remitted by InalBger* 

18By2 do. do., 

l^iMiiraxioe of £900 pr the Thetis 

Aug' 14 By I bill remitted by Inniiger 

18 By 3 do. do 

20 By N. P. of ftavee pr the Minerra pr 11 

July r 

By NkP. ofcofiee do. pr 90 
May 

By 1 bill remitted by Ineinger 

By2 do. Cramer 

By 2 do. InaiBfler • 

Ixi accovnt of charge* on shipping tofBee 
for Emden A Bremen 

By I bill remitted by Insinger 

By I do, do. 1000,00,00 

By 1 do. Cromer 196, 12, 04 



22 

23 
25 
26 



BepC 



To Capt. Crocker's <«24May 

at 3 mos. 300, 00, 00 

To paid John Leaefa 10, 00, 00 



11 
17 

19 
24 



Oct. 12 
25 

Not. 3 
22 
24 

Dec. 31 



1800 

Jan. 25 
29 
31 
ti 

Feb. 1 

5 

6 

13 

14 
27 



March 3 
7 



3913 



To Capt. Goodwin's dft 2 Jnly 

at 2 mos. 119,06,06 

To Capt. Groeker's « do. 90,05,00 



By 5 bills remitted by Insinirtr. 

To Porter, Brown, & Co.'s <fft 3 June at 

3 mos 

By 7 bills remitted by Insinger 

T% Porter, Brown, A Co.'s dft 10 Jane at 

3 mos 
By oar dft 20 inst. on J. C. Bredencramp, 

a32-8 



By ] bill remitted by Cremer 

To paid John Leach 

To John Hawker's dft 3 Oet at 30 days . 

By 2 bill! on Delias 

By 8 bills remitted by Insinger 

To paid John Leach £20, 00, 00 

To cost and shipping charges 
of a floor cloth 18, 18, 02 



By 2 bills remitted by Bredencramp 
By 5 " " " 

By 2 " ^< << 

To Paid John Leach 

To paid Mr. Tudor 

By 2 bills remitted by Bredencramp 
Byl " " " 

To Gardner Hammond's dft 11 Jan. at 30 
days 



By 1 bill remitted by Insinger 

To bill on Voght, paid for his 

honor 100, 15, 06 

To charges on do. 1, 15, 06 



To naid Mr. Leach 

By o bills remitted by Bredencramp.. . . 

To paid Mr. Tudor 

[CiMiftiiiisd on nnt p^gt,] 



860 



200 



310 



10,500 



364 



10 
30 



38 



10 
21 



46 



102 
10 



13 



17 



18 



II 



52|10| 



£ 

u99< 
700 
1090 

670 

1860 

96 



104810 

300 



332 
600 



252 



1198 



9000 

2200 



650 
400 



1410 
1450 



200 
579 
203 



500 
300 



4478 



800 



12 



17 



12 



1211 
19 9 



12 



19 



10 



11 
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Dr. 



1800 
March 10 



April 34 



12 By 2 bills remitted by Bredenorftmp 
14 to his dfts 15 Not. at 60 days 

By so much w.a credit him by order S. Cod- 
man, pr 13 July, '99 

ISTopaid Mr. Tudor 

MBylbillonoorselves 

31 By 2 bills remitted by Bredencramp.. 

1% paid Mr. Leach.. 



25 By 
30 -^ 



May II 
21 



10 
30 



TohisdfU2Nov.at( 
\t it 5 ti 



I days, 1727,08,11 
<< 1000, 00, 00 



22 



To J. Chandler's dft on Mr. 

March at 30 days 

1 bill remitted by Bredencramp 

By ** ** ** 

Tbpald Mr. Leach 

By 1 bill remitted by Insinjrer 

By 1 bill on John Campbell ^ 

Co. a Glasgow 409,06,11 

Less postage 1, 10 



3To 



his dft 25 Jan, at 60 days 

To paid Mr. Leach 

To his dft 1 April, at 60 days, doe 15 July 
To Commission on 
£20^481, 16, 6 payments 
26423, 13, 2 receipts 

46,605,09,8 at^prct. 233,00,06 

To brokerage 1-10 pr ct on 

£650 and stamps 18, 

To postage 19, 08, 05 



By interest as pr account 

o balance due this day we carry to his 
credit on new acc'i.* 



2,727 

31 

10 



8211) 



30 



3D7 



253; 
16,189 



LO 



lU 



11 



11 



Cr. 

"£~ 

600 

1278 

422 
148 



100 
503 

584 



409 



734 



10 



Ijmdtm,^Otk June, 1900. 



36,9261711 36,9261711 



FRANCIS BARING A CO. 



* It will be seen that the balance to the eredii of John Codman, under his 
own administration grows as fast as the balance to the dfbii of J. A R. Cod- 
i did under Richard's. 
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No. SIO. 

[original.] 
John Codman^ of Boston, his Account Current. 

"IsooT 



Dr. Cr. 



» June 30 
Jane 30 



July 15 
Auff. 18 
Sept. 12 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 31 

Nov. 1 
« 18 



Feb. 28 



To l>a]aDce of the accoaat of John &, 

Richard Codman 
By balance of former account 



By N. P. of 5 bafB of coffee per the Mi 
nerva, of 30 May, 1799 



To paid Capt. NichcHs 

To insurance of j& 3,000 per the Elizabeth 

By return of premium for cancelling in< 

Burance of Gov. Bowdoin 



To account of charges on restitution of 
the Elizabeth 



By return at j| per cent, on £3,000 per 

the Elizabeth 

By nett freight of Thetis, Kichols ... 
By our dft. 14tb inst. on C. Voght, 2^ 

mos. 31-9 

By expenses on a bill on Mackay, sent to 

Boston for acceptance , 

21 By bill remitted by Cremer c. . 

Feb. 28 Tq Proctor's charges in the case of the 

Abigail 

To powers of attorney in duplicate and 

postage 

To commission on superintending the 

claim of the Abigail's freight 

To interest at 5 per cent per annum on 

£. Days. £. 

S1,I80 5 10 from 30 Jane to 30 July, 15— 43 10 5 
91,410 5 10 ftom 15 July to 18 Aof . 34— 99 14 5 
91,533 10 10 from 18 Aof. to 19 Sept. 95— 73 14 9 
91,449 5 10ftoml9Bept.to 8 0et.95- 76 7 10 
99,187 7 9 from 8 Oct. to 1 Nor.94— 79 18 10 
90,490 13 11 from 1 Oct. to 18 Nor. 17— 47 14 3 
90,016 9 8 ftom 18 Oct. to 91 Nov. 3—846 
19,461 9 8 from 91 Nov. to 98 Feb. 99-963 18 
To diseomit IVom this day oa £3,800, 
due 99 April, 60- 31 4 8 



Lee* 1 year and 974 daya' intoreet oo 
£74 18 10, 



717 7 6 
6 11 3 



710 16 3 



To oom*n oo reoeipto £1,098 6 3 
Payment!, 930 

19S8 6 3at4prct. 6 5 9 
To brokerage and portage, 9 18 9 



By bill rem. by G. &. M. Atkinson 6l Co. 

due 29 April 

By balance due this day we carry to his 

debit in new account 



36,369 



230 
113 



738 



170 
15 
1*5 



727 



10 



10 



Ji 



15489 
74 

59 



15 
1,096 

473 



I 555 
4 



10 



Error$ Excepted. Undone 28 Feb. 1801. 



38,459 



711 



3,aoo 

16,^»5 



tIii 



* By this it will be seen, that the old balance due from the late house of 
J. & R. Codman. was charj^d to the separate account of John Codmtn, 
being assumed and paid by hmi agreeably to the terms of his settlement with 
Richard in Paris. 
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No. Sll. 

[OBIGINAL.] 

John Codman^ JSsg. of BotJan, Ms AccH Current 



Db. Cr. 



1m, 

Feb. 38 To balance of fbfmer account 

2B B^ interest and commiMion overcharged 
in the last account current 
April 21 To Itia dft. to 

24 To do. PacEwood 

28 To do. Turner &. Co, 

May 22 By 2 bUla remitted by W. Codman, Esq. 
June 15 By 3 ao. do. do. 

By 1 do. do. Th. Th. Cremer . . 

July 25 By 2 do. do. A. Baring 

By 1 do. on ouraeWea , 

Aug. 3 By 1 do. remitted by W. Codman 
6 By 3 do. do. do. . 

'o hif dH. 17 June, at 30 days 
By 1 bill remitted by Cunon . 
By 1 do. do. W. Codman 

b hia dft 6 Aug. 60 days 
By 1 bill remitt^ by ourselvea 
By 1 do. do. PehnioUer 

To paid John Lane 



SepL 19 

Octl 

22 

JNov. 19 

j;>eo. 3 

23 



1802. 

Jan. 11 

Feb. 10 

March 18 



By 1 bill on ouneWea • 

By 1 do. on Thoa. Dickaaon A Co. . . . 
1% dommiaaion onaeitentlng bill of iS9,000 

on Diokaaon, for Us nonor 

June 16|To Inainger A Co.'a dft. 13 April, at 2 

montha 

Sept. llJTo char^ 6n bill (m Blafikman returned 



30 

AprU28 

Dec. 1 

May 12 
Oct. 3 



1803. 
Jan 12 
June 



^ 



with proteat 

To hia dft. 17 May at 60 di^a* sight 

By 1 bUl on Hamilton & Co 

'o Arthur Ciyley &. Co.*a dfta. B Aug. at 
100 days 

By 2 billa on aundries 

By 1 do. on 0*Conner A Co 

By 3 do. remitted by Th. Th. Cremer . 

By 1 do. on ouraelvea 



To hia dft. 5 Oct. at 60 day 

25 To Thomaon & Bonai'a dft. 10 March at 

9 montha 

To com. on £6^ 3 1 payments 
22^582 15 2 receipts 

£28,811 18 3 at 21 per cent 

£144 1 S 

To interest as per account, 603 12 2 

To postage, 15 2 7 



Feb. 28 By so much paid to Mr. Richards for our 

account . . • • 

April 1 By 1 bill on Thorn Wilson 

May 18 By balance of hia advancea to Mr. Rich- 

arda 

June 30 By 3 billa remitted by Jos. Wilson, due 

19 July, £1,000 

Due 27 July, 758 7 3 



[CantinMed on next p^ge.} 
29 



16/.J^i 



200 
D4 



h £. 



91 



10 
^19 



209 

GO 
5 



10 

1,350 

4 
113 

2,325 



7X1 
Ml] 



762 



2^ 
Z^ 
2 
2,000 
277 
1,000 
],300 

335 

1,000 

2,000 
97 



120 

1,500 



15 



in 



400 



387 

200 
660 
140 



15 



11 



150 
3,000 

121 



1,758 
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Tsrar 



E.E, 



By 9 bilk lemitted by F. &. E. Delius, 

doe 90 July, £270 13 10 

Doe 27 do. 179 19 11 



By balance doe tiai day we carry to his 
debit on new account ••• 



LondoHf 3D «lim«, 180ft. 



Db. Cb* 



23,601 



14 



21193^1 



443t3 9 

•99714 



14 



FRANCIS BARING A CO. 



* Thua it appean, that the baknoe of near £50,000 against the late house of 
J. dt R. Codman at the time of their dissolution, is reduced by John Codman, 
at this date, to a balance against himself, indiTidnally, of less than £1,000. 
This balance was paid soon after his death, which happened about this time. 
The snbseqnent aceonats, which show tnis payment, it is mnnecessBry to 
insert. 



Sandry Letters written after John Codman's retnrD 

home* 

Vo. S19. 

From Letter Book. 
Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Mans. Babut. 

Boston, 24th July, 1801* 

* * * You win doubtless have seen my brother often, and 
I should hope ere this he may hare brought his affairs to a close. 

I am very sure you will do all in your power to save me some* 
thing of the remnants of Ms property. I can give no further in- 
structions than what will confirm what I have said and written to 
70U before.* J. CODMAN. 

No. SIS. 

From Letter Book. 
Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Alexander Baring, 

Boston, Nov. 9th, 1801. 

* * * Our friend Mr. Dickason, goes out this autumn with 
his family ; he has been xerj fortunate here, in his India con- 
cerns, and I believe leaves us with some reluctance. I was check* 
ed in my operations there, by the untoward affairs in France, 
and what has or will become of my brother, I cannot foresee. I 
have done all a brother ought, and must now leave him till cir- 
cumstances place him in a situation from whence I can see better 
what he is about. 

With regard to myself, mj situation is very easy and indepen- 
dent, and I can attend again to business, with satisfaction to mj- 
self and friends — the worst is over with me ; I am no longer in 
suspense or danger from the mistakes of others, and what is past 
must be forgotten. With great regard, jour obedient servant. 

J. CODMAN. 

* The rest of the letter has no connection with Vans* affairs. 



} 
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IVo. 814. 

[original.] 
JVoM T. MeUmlU to J. Oodman. 

2i June, 1801. 
Bift, — ^I confirm mine of the 1 1th, and ha?e onlj time to say, 
that Mr. Demiile has just called on me, to acquaint me, that your 
brother and V'« case had been tried yesterday, and the judgment 
that V» had obtained, was broken. Your brother is now at the 
Waters, at Yiches— where he did intend when he left to stay 
«orae time. Your most obedient, THOS. MELLYILLE, Jr. 

No. 815. 

[ORIGINAL.] 

/Vsm T. MtOmlU to J. Codman. 

Paris, Oct. 14, 1801. 
(Vend. 22, 10 year.) 
John Codman, £«). 

SiR,-^Your brother left this about twenty days past, but has 
not yet sent me the address where you may write him. He un- 
doubtedly keeps you advised of his sdSair with Y-— , which wears 
the appearance of everlastings as Y. refuses all proposition. With 
due consideration, I am your obedient servant, 

THOS. MELLYILLE, Jr.* 

IVo. 316. 

l*rom Letter Book. 
A Letter fr/nn /. Codman to Messrs, Babut, Van tfemskerck Sf Co* 

Boston, 30th Nov. 1801. 
Gentlemen,-^! have not had the pleasure to hear from you for 
some time, but I have a letter from my brother, dated 19th Au- 
gust, by which I learn that he has not yet settled with Yans. I 
am very sorry my brother, (instead of returning to Paris from 
Auvergne,) did not quit Paris altogether, and come to this place ; 
it is the only step which remains proper for him to do, he ought 
and he must come immediately here, and take the benefit of our 
system of bankruptcy, before he can expect any one to have new 
confidence in him. He writes me that the judgment which Yans 
obtained against him, in a clandestine manner, for the obligation 
of 6,000 livres rente provisoire, had been annulled by the tribu- 
nal, and that his hypotheque upon the estate at Dreux falls of 
course— therefore mine must stand ^ood; this is therefore to 
authorize and direct you not to relinquish it to Yans, even if an 
adjustment can now be made with him, but to keep it for my use; 
and also that of Dammartin, and to obtain as much more of my 
brother's property, for my use, as you can come at, and persuade 
him immediately to come here. — ^1 am surprised he should write 
to Messrs. Barings for a new credit, he cannot expect it, and 

* Mr. Vans quotes Mellville at a witness in his favor. Tet it appears bj 
these letters that Mellville, while on the spot, well nnderstood that Vans' claim 
was againiit Richard Codman ilons. 



indeed I should be sorry if thej^ ehotfldf give it, his only waj is to 
come here and clear himself ito A legal: way ; then his friends can 
and will assist him, bat bj no means wafkit him to gi?e notes 
payable at a future day, to hang like a millstone about his neck — 
in short, do not let him iiqiiiditte any fWther with Yans before he 
comes bere — ^in the mean time do not give up my claim CA the 
Preu^ lands* and keep the Firmancoiirt estates in your handsy 
which I presume, now peace haa arriTcd, will sell welL I wish 
alio you might get hold of the DenufeiaFtin estate, if you find IV 
worth mvfch taoie than ail the incumbrances ; it will be wotrth 
while to get a conveyance of that likewise, and of the Betz estate 
also.— My brother must come here. 

Adieu, yours faithfully, J. OODMAN. 

]Vo. 317. 

FCOPT.] 

From Wm. Vans to John Derby. ^ 

PaAis, 30ch August, 1901. 
John Derby, 8«i. 

Dear Sir, — I htave already wrote you many letters, but have 
not been favored with any answer to them. 1 must therefore 
suppose you have never received them. Mr. Sprague going direct 
to Boston, has promised to deliver you this letter in person. My 
situation in France at this moment is simply this : I lent and 
placed in the hands of John and Richard Codman at Paris on 
going to America, the following sums : — 

8,416 rentes tiers consolidated which cost me, 140,0(KH' 
Two houses sold by Richard Codman, in my 

absence, ...... 80,000| 

100,000 livres rentes provisoire, value, - 30,000 
Lands in America, .... 6,000$ 

Mr. Compadre note, .... 4,000|| 

Interest due on these sums for 3 years, about 60,000 



Property which cost me this sum, - - 310,000 liv. 
My positive orders on leaving France, to Mr. Codman, which 
he acknowledges he received, was to place all my property of 
every kind and sort he could command in the public funds, wkick 
he did doy but afterwards they taking a rise he sold out, and put 
the profits in his own pocket, and now says he never bou^^t, 
although all his letters to me fully prove he did buy, as well aa 
those wrote me by Mrs. Vans, while I was in America« who not 

* Thii is the fint intiniAtbii Vuii ever made of a ri|fat to treat John Cod- 
man «s a partner in the engagements of Richard Codman to him. And evea 
this if in a letter to a third penon to be tkown to John Codman. It was man- 
ifestly intended as a mere wnal to frighten John Codman out of Ait claims on 
Bkhord Codman* 9 property in France ;— and John Codman so riewed it. 

f Richard Codman sold them for a little over 18,000 livres. 

X 73,000. 

J Where are they P Let us see the recorded deed. 
R. C. denies ever having seen the note. See his Statement to Swan, Ne. 
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onljr mentioiid that the j were bought, but gives the price they 
were bought at. 

But Richard Codman, owing to the advice of John Codman, 
has refiised to pay me, supposing that as thej had got all my 
property in their hands, I should not be able to carry on a pro- 
cess at law to get justice ; but thank God he has been mistaken, 
and I hare found Mends to enable me to carry on my law-suit ; 
and I have obtained three judgments against Richard Codman^ 
and have arrested all Ms property, which may amount to about 
£25,000 sterling, say Aojf the amount given me by the judg- 
ments.* 

John Codman supposes that his having advertised at Boston 
the dissolution of the copartnership of John and Richard Cod- 
man, was sufficient notification of the dissolution at Paris, but I 
believe in this opinion he will find himself mistaken. For John 
and Richard Codman had a house at Paris, as much as they had 
at Boston. Therefore if it was necessary to advertise the disso* 
lution of the house at Boston, it was equally necessary to adver- 
tise the dissolution of the house at Paris, which Richard Codman 
has never doneA and the house of John and Richard Codman, 
exists at ^aris, at this moment, which I can and will prove ; and 
tmUss John Codman comes forward, and gives his broikar orders at 
PariSf to give me up all the property belonging to John and Rich" 
ard Codman^ in France^ I will pursue in justice John and Rich- 
ard Codman, and arrest their property wherever I can find it. 
But if John and Richard Codman will give me up all their prop- 
erty tji France^ which does not amount to half my demand on 
them, then I will give a receipt in full of all demands I have 

r' nst them. This information and letter I will thank you to 
John Codman, that he may know his true interest, and not 
be deceived by the lies of Richard Codman— who has not on^ 
deceived John Codman, but every person with whom he has had 
any concern. 

Please present my best regards to Mrs. D., and believe me, 
dear sir, with esteem, sincerely yours, WM. VANS. 

Direct your letters to me at Mr. Montflorence — Quay Malla- 
Tay, No. 1. Paris, and please read the enclosed and deliver it to 
Prince. 

No. 318. 

From I/etter Book. 
A Letter from J, Codman to R. Codman. 

Boston, 12th Dec. 1801. 
Dear Brother Richard, — You will see by the enclosed, 
(Vans' letter to Derby) what Vans is after, and it unfolds the 
reason why he does not settle with you, and on what his hopes 

* The whole debt is stated at 310,000 IWres ; the property arrested ot about 
600,000, and the amount of the judgrments at near a million and a quarter ! ! ! 

t Such is the equitable foundation on which Vans finally attempts to build 
up a claim against John Codman ! They had not adrertuted their dissolution 
in the n§Miepap€r9 ai Faria^where the House never existed — although the fact 
was todl hintn to Faiu— therefbre John ought to jMiy Richard's debt ! 
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are fouDded. You will also see the trouble jou have giren ine 
for these many years past, by your inconsiderate conduct in 
staying in France, and the ruin you have brought upon yaurseif 
in consequence. You must judge for yourself, what you had best 
do now, — I am really surprised you should attempt to get a credit 
of Barinffs, or any one else, — attend to R. Amory's advice. Not- 
withstanding all I have suffered by you, and the neglect with 
which I was a long while most distressingly treated, I still feel a 
brother* s affection for you ; this is implanted in my heart, and I 
cannot eradicate it. Clear yotirself, and I will help and befriend 
you, but I will not suffer myself if I can avoid it, to be ruined 
with all the dependants I am to sustain. 

I think you had better leave all power with Babuti and come 
to this country. Adieu, yours with affection, J. CODMAN. 

]Vo. 819. 

From Letter Book. 
A Letter from J. Codman^ to Messrs. Babut^ Van Hemskerck 4* Co^ 

Boston, 5th January, 1802. 

GsNTLEMEN,-^! rcccived your favor of the 13th July, via Lon- 
don. I observe the danger I am in of losing the Firmancourt 
estate* by means of La Gaze, who will not consent to transfer the 
same to me agreeably to his obligation. I suppose therefore it 
will be subject to the claims of my brother's creditors, and as / 
am his principal creditor, it is but just I should come in for my 
proportion with others. I therefore enclose you his obligation, 
dated Paris, Ist January, 1801, for $48,328 57, upon which you 
can institute mj claim with others, and so prevent the whole get- 
ting into other hands ; lest this kind of demand should not be so 
regular as a letter of exchange, I have drawn on him three sets 
of bills exchange, at thirty days sight, for 30,000, 20,000 and 
50,000 francs, together 100,000 francs, which upon his accept- 
ance will form a regular and explicit demand, and enable you to 
claim for me. With regard to the lands at Dreux, I understand 
Vans' suit was annulled, and his insciiption on that estate falls to 
the ground ; if so, I wish you to pursue my claim thereon, and to 
sell it and remit the money to London, the soonest possible, but I 
pray you not to give n warrantee deed, but only a quitclaim deed, 
and if this is impossible and cannot be done, then only warrant 
so far as the amount you receive, but by all means prefer the 
quitclaim. I observe you have employed Mr. Berrier to pursue 
the Cremille estate, which is well, and my London friends will re- 
imburse the expense. Bring this into effect as soon as you can. 

As to the Dammartin estate, if you find you can secure me any 
thing from it by buying out Bertrand or others, or can facilitate 
my views in securing my property more effectually, I hereby 
place at your disposal 30 m. francs, say thirty thousand francs, 
for which I will immediately lodge you a credit with Messrs. 
Barings. 

As to Vans, he is weak enough to think he cam have a claim on 
me, and has tpritten so ta his friends here, which accounts for it thai 
he Hefner ufould accept any propdiittin from My brdtKnir; hut his ix- 
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pectaHons are without any foundaHon^ as aU my brother^s dealings 
with him were in his private capaciiy^ and besides they were subse^ 
qntent to the dissolution of our copartnership. The letters I have 
jrom under his hand ( Vans^) clearly prove it is my brother who is 
his debtor^ and not me.* As to my brother, he oufj^ht immediately 
to come here-T-you cannot press this determination too strongly 
upon him. If I was to write a volume it would only repeat thu 
idea, I have therefore only to tender you my best wishes and best 
respects, being with all due consideration, gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, J. CODMAN. 

No. 390. 

From Letter Book. 
Letter from J, Codman to R, Codman. 

Boston, Gth January, ]8(KL 

DsAn Brother, — I enclose this to Mr. Babut, who will send 
it to you. He writes me my claim on the Firmancourt estate is 
not likely to hold, as La Gaze had declared before a court that it 
was your property ; of course it may be subject to your creditors ; 
and as this may be the case^ I have sent him one of your notes of 
hand; but lest the form of that instrument may not be so cur- 
rent in France, I have drawn on you in his favor 3 sets of ex- 
change, 50, 30 and 20,000 francs, which upon your acceptance, 
payable in some place in Paris, will enable him to recover a pro^ 
portion with other creditors^ and prevent the whole getting into 
Vans* hands. I think it will be best to secure me if possibh, and 
come to this country, when either by compromise with your cred- 
itors, or by some other means, discharge yourself from their vex- 
ations. Vans has written Mr, Derby of this place^ and desired him 
to show me the letter^ that he looks upon me as responsible^ bbcausb the 
dissolution of the house was not advertised in Paris^ and says the 
house did^ and does still exist there. He is so totally mistaken 
in this idea, that I flatter myself that it will not be difficult to get 
rid of his pretence, which is only done to frighten me, and to in- 
duce me to relinquish what is secured to me, Mr. Amory is of opin- 
ion that he cannot recover in this country of you the increasing 
value of his paper, and is confident if you would place every thing 
in Babut's hands secured for me, and come here, that what with 
buying Vans' debts, and the protection to you which our lenient 
laws afford, he might be brought to reason, and you saved from 
the direst calamities ; all which considerations together, give me 
no little uneasiness I assure you. 

The Dretix estate you will observe I have written Mr. Babut 
not to discharge ; but on the other hand to hold all he can for me. 
You know my disposition ; but it is evident sacrifices will not sat* 
isfy Vans, therefore come here to your friends. Was you but 
free, and you can be by coming here, ways might be pointed out 
for you. I should hope the peace might raise the value of lands 
and estates in France, but you can do nothing by staying to bene- 
fit by them. Take great care of aM your papers, lest Vans get hold 
of them. Yours, J. CODMAN. 

* See the Letters to J. C. in the Pari* Ckvrespondence, No*i 827, 229, 243, dco. 
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No. 391. 

. From Letter Book. 
A Letter from J. Cadmm to Mestrs. BiAmt, Van Hemsherek 4* Ck 

Boston, March 6th, 1&0SL 

I>£AR SiEB, — I have not had the pleasure to receive anj of 
▼our letters for a long time. Messrs. Lord, Hovej A; Son, of 
bordeaux, advise me, under date of 27th October last^ that thej 
had under 6th of that month, forwarded me a letter from joa, 
but it has never come to hand. I understand mj brother has left 
Paris, but where he is gone I know not ; he is still pursuing a 
verj wrong determination in not coming to this countrj, where 
(if he lives) he will finally be obliged to come after a waste of 
time and property proportioned to his neglect of this his true 
point of interest. I know jou will do every thing in jour power 
to secure me whatever is possible from mj brother's effects — in 
the first place all that jou can possibly secure is justly tkte fr'om 
kirn to me — second place, it will enable me the better to aid and 
to help him in future, and in particular in making it for the inter* 
est of his creditors to accept of some reasonable terms from him. 
I know of no better way to bring Vans to, than to hold my secu- 
rities on the Dreux lands, and to pursue my claims on them to 
final judgment, turning them, as well as the claim on Grandin 
and Dillon, into money and into a remittance to England.-^ 
Should you be able to convert any of these estates into money, 
and be disposed to join in a shipment of French manufactures to 
this country, you may omit remitting to England any of my 
funds, and employ them towards making up for one-half concern 
in any such shipment. In this case I would recommend brandies, 
but not wines, silks, cambricks, blue broadcloth*, laces, fans, 
millinery, gloves, dtc, in return I can give you rice, tobacco, cod 
and whale oil, whalebone, cotton, pepper, cofiee, pot and pearl 
ashes, or immediate remittances in bills on England or Holland 
— an exchange of which commodities is natural, and will there- 
fore on both sides give a generous reward. The losses I have 
sustained and the interruption of my business occasioned by my 
brother's withholding so much of my capital has been great $ yet 
my caution and watchfulness, called forth perhaps the more from 
the occasion, has enabled me to support the misfortunes and to 
meet with rigid punctuality, every demand on me, or my late 
establishment here, so that even our London friends, Messrs. 
Barings, have already received from me the full payment to the 
extent of their demands, and I have a sufficient capital remaining 
for ever J commercial operation, which I mention to you that 
you may feel perfect security in any operation you may commit 
to my care. I wrote you on the 5th January, which I hope you 
received, and referring you to which I am, with sincerity and re- 
spect, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, J. CODMAN. 

P. S. — With regard to my copartnership with my brother, 
which commenced the Ist of May, 1791, and terminated 1st May, 
1798, I consider that the society existed only here in this place — that 
he could not and that he did not make use of the firm in Paris j and 
that all his speculations there have been in his own noMe and for his 
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OI0II aeeaunty and thai his debts there^ are kis debts^ and only his. — 
It is therefore very vain for Vans to have any other expectation 
but from him. 

No. 399. 

Rrom Letter Book. 
A L^erfromJ. Codnum to Messrs. B^Aut^ VanHemskerek 4* Co. 

Boston, 10th March, 1802. 
Gbntlembn : The present serves to countermand my credit on 
London for 30,000 francs, as expressed in my letter of the 6th 
of January last, and to request you will not draw on my friends 
there, or advance yourself, for my account, anything more than 
necessary lawyer's fees, or charges of a petit nature, in your en- 
deavors to recover anything from my brother's effects. I can 
only repeat my advice to him, (o come immediately to this country. 
I am* respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. CODMAN. 
]Vo. 39S. 
[original.] 
/. Codman to jR. Uodman. 

Boston, 13 March, 1802. 
Dear Brother Richard, — ^I received your letter from Mar- 
seilles dated the 5th December. I have taken the determination 
to subject mvself to no more advances of money upon your ac- 
count, and this I have done from the purest and most friendly mo- 
tives both towards you and myself. I have also written Mr. Babut 
not to convey the Dreux lands even to effect a settlement with 
Vans, and my advice to you is to place every thing you have in his 
hands and come to this country. When you are arrived here you 
are safe and protected, here you can coolly consider your situation 
and what is due to aB your creditors. As to the threats of Vans 
towards an attack upon me, they are so futile that no sacrifice 
aught to he made to settle with him on that account. Justice is due 
to your other creditors— to Andrews, Edwards, Wiggin and others 
as well as to him. If the funds in Babut's hands should have a 
successful termination, there is no doubt, with my disposition to- 
wards your future happiness, which never ceased to operate, and 
the commanding situation I am placed in from being so large a 
creditor myself ^ that I shall be enabled to procure for you, either 
by compromise or otherwise, an adjustment highly favorable to 
your feelings and to your repose— therefore by no means attempt 
to incur a new debt, for the sake of a partial adjustment — and 
come immediately to this place. Your friends are all well and 
anite in regards to you with your affectionate brother, 

J. CODMAN. 
]Vo. 394. 
Extracts from a Letter of J. Codman to Sir Francis Baring if Co.^ 

Boston, April 16, 1802. 
Gentlemen : My last respects were dated 10th ult. when I 
countermanded the credit I had given in favor of Messrs. Babut 

' * The reiidoe of the coneipondence ending at No. 339, is all from the Let- 
ter Books. 

30 



Van Henifkeurck &. Cq. of Pari9, for 3Q!,000 fr^%. I did thii 
because I thouglit it possible these genilemea m^gbt miscoip^eiT^ 
my intention, and appropriate the credit to a settlement vitb 
Vans ; it being my decided opinion that my brother's affairs in 
general, and with Vans in particular, yriU be best adjusted by hit 
speedy return to this cowtr J;. ? t ^ J.COOMAlf. 

nro. 3901. 

EzbrfuJtfrpm a Letter qfJ^ Codmwn t» Ibstrs^ Barings. 

BosToif , May 17, 1808. 
? ^ f I have letters from Messrs. Babut 4& Co. and bag 

to be understood both by them and you, that I will not be answer- 
able for any moneys they may offer or may pay to Vans to settle my, 
brother's account with him or with any other of my brother's credi- 
tors, — ^that if any moneys or credits are adT^nced to my brother, 
or for the payments of his debts either by you or Messrs. Babut, 
they must be done on the strength of niy brother's credit with you, 
and not upon mine, haying mado up my mind that until my broth- 
er returns to this country, I will not advance anjrthing, or suffer 
anything to be adranced on my account for the adjustment of hia 
debt, and pray you to confirm the sam^ to Messrs. oabut. * * ? 

J. CODMAM. 

nro. 996. 

A Litter from John Codman to Messrs* BcilffU 4* Cb. 

Boston, May 30, 1802. 

Gbntlbmbn : I have received your fieiTor of the 84th Sept«; it ia 
now before me translated into our language, and ia the latest data 
I have received from you. 

I observe by it, the solicitude you feel respecting my brother's 
concerns. They are of such a nature as to excite in the Inreaata of 
all his friends the most poignant seasifaility ; but it appears to me* 
as it did when I was in Paris, that to attempt to extricate him b/ 
an advance of any money to Vans would not answer the purpose* 
and therefore, in all letters and instructions, I peremptorily refosed 
to reimburse or to guarantee any such payment. When I gave 
you a credit upon London for 30,000 francs, it wa^ to enable you 
to pay Bertrand and others, who had securities on my brother's 
estates, if by that means you could secure the return of the money 
so paid, and make a saving from the general wreck of his property, 
-*but lest you should misunderstand my views, and appropriate it 
any other ^ay, especially towards paying Vans, I have even coun- 
termanded that credit, and confined mj responsibility to the fees 
of lawyers, and such small expenses as might occur in your path, 
to secure my claim on my brother's effects. I have done this, not 
for want of afllection to my brother ; I can forgive the past, and 
am ready to reach out a brother's hand and help him, when my 
aid can be of real utility to him ; but I am not willing, and will not 
pay his debts ; and if you advance any money for that purpose, you 
must do it for his account, and not for mine. I have written 
Messrs. Barings to the same effect, and if you and they aet in anj 
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Yespect as mj agentsr, yba must act according to mj direction^.— 
i entreat my brother to come immediately here, and consult with 
jhifl frieodf I have repeated this idea so of\en, I am ashamed to 
troubfe jou with it. lie oweis others, besides Vans, very large 
amounts. It is in vain for him to expect me to ruin myself to pay his 
iebts.^ If he does expect it, I Will not do it ; but a brother's house, 
his friendship and protectioh, are sure pledges of his affection, 
which he Will find on his return to America. I 'iintici pate, with 
jearnest hopes, the period When my Correspondence with you wiB 
ne Aibre agreeable. In the mean time, accept the testimonie's iX 
tcky respect and friendship, the ilnost sincere. 3. CODMAIV. 

No. 397. 

Extract from a Letter of J, Codman to A. Barings Esq. 

Boston, May 22d, 1802. 
* * ^ My brothDr's affairs in France have, you know, given 
me muoh ccmcer n, and b^n. attended with the most heavy and 
^AictiM cireiim8taDce»--^he |s still pursuing a very wrong plan 
ffaere ; aia OAly safe one is to leave all with Babut, and r(9turn to 
fhii ciHiptry, h«re perhaps some adjustment npiay be made with 
his creditors. I have been obliged to say to, Babut, and to bur 
London fhends also, that I capnot be responsible for any advan- 
ces they may make him. When you return, please to confirm 
it— ^my affection is strong towards my brother ; it seems impossi- 
ble for any thing to eradicate it, but duty requires I should keep 
myself in a state of security, as well for the benefit of my family, 
as in justice to those who place confidence ih. me. f * * 

J. CODMAN. 

No. 306. 

EztraUjirom a Letter of /. CbdbMm to Messrs. Bprings. 

BosTOK, July 90, 1802. 
Gentlemen, — I have duly received your favors of the idth and 
27th of April, with an enclosure in the letter, from Messrs. Babot 
d& Co. of Paris. You observe, you had paid Messrs. Insenger's 
draft, for. 1350 1. 10, in consequence of Babut's draft on them 
for 30,000 francs, t have accordingly passed the same to your 
credit, but hiiving authorized no further payments, I shall not 
support them, but must consider the advance you say you have 
authorized Messrs. Babut tc Co. to make, and which they have 
made to my brother, as done by you contrary to my positive and 
express direction, and of course for his account and not mine. 
• • • J. CODMAN. 

No. 839. 

A Letter from J. Codman to Messrs. Babut, Van Hemskerek ^ Co. 

Boston, July 20th, 1802. 

Gentlemen, — ^I have received your favor of the 23d April last, 

enclosing a list of sundry payments you had made for my brother's 

account,, as Well as giving me an account of sundry asseU he haul 

left in yoitir hands by way of reimbursement I beg to be under - 
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Stood again, as well as I have all along written and laid to joa, 
that I will not be answerable for any advances jou have made or 
maj make to my brother ; you must look to him and to his as- 
sets, not to mine therefor. In the first place, you charge 23,900 
francs, paid to Bertrand for his mortgage on Dammartin, this I 
allow and credit you for, and expect you will recover for me 
again, and remit to England to replace the 80,000 francs already 
drawn there ; but I know nothing of Doyer, to whom you have 
paid 4,000 francs. If he was circumstanced like Bertrand, viz* 
if he had a security on Dammartin and that has been transferred 
to you for my account, it is well, but otherwise I camiot allow it. 

The 2000 francs to Cutting, 
857 •« MelviUe^ 

2500 •• ILC. 

8800 ** for supplies, 

16157 fs. are charges 
I have nothing at aD to do with, and cannot allow or provide for. 
The charge of 5,000 to Berrier and Demilly, is very hi^, after 
all they have been before paid, but if that has been about my a^ 
fairs I must submit to it— but the 15,000 for charges recordings 
the mutation, 1 do not comprehend, and therefore cannot con* 
ceive what this enormous sum alludes to. I have written Messrs. 
Barings, as I have done you, again and again, that I will not sof* 
fer myself to be made responsible for any of the debts, or sup- 
plies to my brother, because leaving such a latitude in the hands 
of others might subject me beyond my reach of knowledge to 
burthens insupportable. I have therefore once and again, said te 
you and them, that I will guarantee nothing beyond my own posi- 
tive directions ; at same time I now say, that if the situation of 
Vans is such that my releasing the Dreux lands, would discharge 
his demands on my brother, I will consent, provided his discharge 
is full and complete as to every object or demand from himself, and 
Mrs. Vans, and that he has not transferred his claim to another, 
to appear hereafter against my brother. I am under no appre- 
hension myself from the threats of Vans, but say this in hopes to 
relieve my brother ; but this desire is not to be understood to au- 
thorize you to go further than my special directions. I am, with 
the greatest regard and respect, your most humble servant, 

J. CODMAN. 



No. 

A Utter from J, Codman to Messrs. Barings, 

Boston, Sept. 25th, 1802.* 
Gkntlemen, — I wrote you on the 20th July last, wherein I ob- 

* About thii time the foUowin^ advertitexnent appeared in the newspapeiv 
in Salem and Boaton. It throws a Utile additional liirht on the character of Mr. 
Vans. 

*< Whereai a note given at Paris by the subscriber some years since to Wm. 
Vans has lately been oflfored here as valid. This ii to warn any person against 
receiving said note, it having been long since paid^ bnt detained by Mr. vans 
und^prdiuue ^Mag tisr. Jobh Htootsioff.** 

Boston, Atigust 6, 1602. 
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■enred haying credited 7oa;ffl350 Is. ICMl being the amount of 
mj credit to Megsrs. Babut d& Go. for 30,000 franca, bat inform* 
ing 70U, that I could not support anj further payments to them on 
my brother, becauee leaving a credit so unlunited might subject 
me to burthens insupportable.—*-! am in expectation the latter will 
find his way home ere long, and hope Mr. Babut will dispose of 
the property so as to reimburse the advance made him. * * * 

J. CODMAN. 

No. SSI. 

Extract from a Letter of J. Codman to Meisri. Barings^ 

Boston, Jan. 15th, 1803. 
GcNTLEMEN, — ^Bciug deprived of any of your favors, since the 
preceding copy of my last, I have bow to inform you that my 
brother Richard has at length arrived at this place. • • • 

J. CODMAN. 

JVo. SS9. 

From John Codman to Mr. Pierre BenoU Salna.^ 

Mr. Pierre Benoit Bsbut, 

Boston, April 28» 1808. 

Dear SiR,-^ince my last respects of the 20th July 1802, I 
have received your two favors of the 20th Sept. 1802, and 20th 
Jan. 1803, and have had frequent . consultations with my brother 
about them. I am exceedingly sorry to learn by all your letters 
the encreasing difficulties you meet with in conducting these af- 
fairs, and the expense that seems accumulating upon them. 

I discovered myself, while in Paris, that it was in vain to go on 
advancing money to satisfy demands against my brother, unless 
one were determined to satisfy them all, which was impossible. I 
had therefore only to regret the 20,000 livres I was induced to pay 
there myself, and gave positive directions to you to pay no more ; 
yet contrary to my wish and my directions, you have paid con- 
siderable sums of his old debts, and he is not the better for it, but 
has only thrown a new burthen on his friends. 

He must benefit by some system of bankruptcy, and the 
sooner that is always done the better. I therefore exceed- 
ingly regret your paying Cutting and others, which has so 
little object towards his final releasement. He undoubtedly pro- 
cured a temporary relief by it, but since his affairs were so em- 
barrassed, he ought to have put in his Bilan, and taken shelter 
under the protection of the law. Your being persuaded by him 
to do this puts me in a very painful predicament. I know very 
well the best motives actuated you, and I feel for you a lively 
friendship, which circumstances that occurred while I was in 
Paris, have left an undiminished impression of on my mind. I 
rejoice that he is now in this country, where no new occasion of 
this kind can*arise, and all I wish now is that some end could be 

* John Codman died at Boeton a fbw daya ailer the date 6f thii letter, vii. 
May 17, laod. 



|mt t6 In* rfRdr WiA ^mb, ^A itiak f<m febnld adjuM witib flini, 
Wi VeknunenrCe y^unelfbiit of the pro^rty Jnota faa?e in charge. 

Hjr brother tttiift Ihett Itehefit by tome system of bfinknh)»cj to 
^dUiir hhh lh>iii bib other creiBtortf, tod you irOl ea^y tefe drift 
thb ottgfat t6 MiVe been done lb the firat initMce while te wa* M 
PaVig: 

I do not know niffiat adrice or direetiotti mW to girle', whedier 
it ifc pocmble to settle with Vans or not« It is very clear he can 
have no demand on me, therefore his threats are vain ; but it 
would be desirable to settle With him if it can be done within the 
compass of the pr<^ny that remains* and so far if yon can ad- 
just with him you may, leaving the mode to your discretion. This 
must be by releasing the estates and not in money, as it is ina- 
portan't that no event mi^ caU on ni\B lor new sacrifices of my 
domestic property. !• COBttAR. 
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No. SSff. 

Statement of balances of all opc^n accounts of John ti Richard 
Codman with foreign houses, and of all accounts apparently 
connected with foreign business, as they stood on the booki 
of J. & R. Codman, May 1st, 1798. 



1. PkRSOITAL ACCOUHTS. 

J. Richards, Paris. 



C. Voght, (Hamburg) Bon- 
ton account. 

J. &T. Amorj A Co. (Lon 
don.) 



Dr. 



Cr. 



Assignees of Lane, Son, Sl 
Frazer, (London.) 



C. De Buc, (supposed 
France.) 

Brothers, Blandow, (St. Pe- 
tersburg.) 



W. J.Willink, (Amsterdam.) 
C. Voght, (Hamburg.) 

Rjberg 6l Co. (Copenha- 
gen.) 



J. & F. Baring A Co. (Lon- 
don.) 



Homberff & Homberg, fre- 
res, (Havre.) 

A. Baring, (London.) 

J. Dohrinan &. to. (Lisbon.) 



$3^-96 

5-21 
81-85 



13,104-69 



13-61 



47,935-66 



996-20 
61.71 

14,734-21 
1x45,210-93 

i 

283-30 



loot 

3.100- 



ASMARKS. 

This bal. was due from April 
30th, '95, and remains still 
open. 

This acc't remains still open. 

This acc't was varied by fur- 
ther entries, from acc*ta 
subsequenUj rendered by 
them, makinff a large bal- 
anoe in their favour, which 
was closed principaUy by 
the account called " Re- 
mittances R. C." 

A bal. standing from April, 
'95 — dosed finally, by 
'Suspense account' and 
< Ship Abigail.' 

A bal. standing fr<Mn April, 
'95, and still open. 

Closed by the acc't of « J. 
& F. Barings A. Co." 
Sept. '98. 

Still open. 

Settled by " Remittances R. 
C." and << J. &F. Barings 
A Co." Dec. 10, 1801. 

Closed Oct. 8, '96, by « Ship 
Minerva's voyage," ana 
" Exchange acc't." 

Varied by further entries 
from aco'ts subsequently 
rendered by them, and 
closed by sundry acc'ts, 
July 20, 1801, the final 
bal. being transferred to 
" John Codman." 

Closed Feb. 1802, by trans- 
fer to « John Codman." 

Still open. 

Partly transferred to ♦* Ex- 
change acc't," and the 
balance still open. 
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StaUmeni of balanceSf [continued.] 
Dr. C». 



Remarks. 

Closed in '99, by " Remit- 
tancei R. C* 



Francis Co£fjrn, Jr. pan- 18^-62i 
kirk) I I 



All the other aeeonnts with third persons, open May Ist, 1796, appear to be 
of a domestie character, i. e. accounts with persons resident in the U, S. The 
balances of the private accounts of John Coooian and Richard Codman at this 
date, were as follows. Cr. 

John Codman 45,749-97 

Richard Codman 34,90421 His share of profits at that date, 

less payments inade for his private 

acconnt. 



S. ImPERSOITAL AcCOfJMTS. 

*Adv. pr. ship Enterprise, 
from Norfolk to Havre. 



*Adv. pr. ship Catherine, 
from Boston to Havre, 



*Adv. pr. ship Commerce, 
from Norfolk to Havre. 



*Adv. pr. ship Commerce, 
from, London to Havre 



•Adv. to Havre de Grace, 
pr. brig Leonard, Hackett. 



•Adv. pr. ship Thetis, from 
Boston to Havre. 



*Adv. pr. ship Catherine, 
foorth \ 



Havre. 



voyage, Boston to 



Dr. 


Cr. 


21,ll4-67 


$ 


20,885-96 




23,888 33 




23,259-17 




15,512-88 




36,483-51 






12,974-33 



RlHARRB. 

A balance standing from 
April, *96, closed Dec. 10, 
1801, by << Remittances R. 
C." and "Profits Loss." 

A balance standing fit>m 
April, '95, closed as the 
preceding. 

Chiefly a balance standing 
from April, '95, closed as 
the preceding. 

Chiefly a balance standing 
from April, '96, closed as 
the preceding. 

A balance standing from 
April, '96, closed as the 
preceding. 

A balance standing from 
April, '95, closed as the 
preceding. 

This balance to credit of said 
acc't, is made by a charge 
to F. Coffin, of Dunkirk, 
of $37,446-40 proceeds in 
his hands, which after- 
wards went to R. C. The 
account is closed in Dec. 
1801, by "Remittances R. 
C." and << Profit A Loss." 



* These items exhibit the jlrst Msf of cargoes which had been sent from the 
U. 8. to Europe, and there came to the hands of Richard Codman, who had 
Andered no accounts, which kept these balances open and unsettled. Etete 
the 6orreBpotid6hee from '95 to '98. 
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Siatement ofbdUmce$^ [ooNrmiTSD.] 
Dh. Cb. 



*Ship Minerva's cargo, to 
Bordeaux. 

•Adv. pr. thip Thetis, to 
Lisbon. 


20,604-74 

9o;wo- 


12^4-33 


Rem ARES. 

Part of a larger balance, 
standing from April, *96, 
rednced by sundry credits 
in *96 and '97, closed as 
the preceding. 

A balance standing from 
Sept. '96, Increased after- 
wards, by acc't of Dohr- 
man &> Co., Lisbon, to 
$50,076-44, closed as tlie 
preceding. 




181,959-a6 


Snow Mary. 


106-23 




Closed Joly, '96. 


Ship Commerce. 


1271-26 




Some farther] entries, and 
closed by«Profit A Loss." 


Ship Catherine's first v'ge. 


932-39 




Some further entries, and 
closed by "Profit db Loss." 


Ship Gov. Bowdoin. 


2019-26 




Closed by « Profit & Loss," 
in Dec. 1801. 


Adv. pr. ship Abiful. 




365-55 


Do. in Feb. 1800. 


Minerva's second voyage. 


740408 




Carried to the acc't caUed 
" Ship Minerva's Cargo," 
in Feb. '99. 


Adv. to France. 


1000- 




Closed by « J. &. F. Baring 
& Co.^' and " Profit and 
Loss," in Dec. 1801. 


Adv. pr. ship Commerce. 


3645-63 




Closed in '96, by "John 
Codman," and " Profit 
and Loss." 


Adv. pr. Snow Maiy. 


95-28 




Closed in '98, by " Snow 
Maiy," &c. 


Ship Minerva. 




3229-81 


Closed in 1801, principally 
by " Ship Minerva's Car- 
go." 


Ship AbigaU. 


6204-67 




Balance increased by subse- 
quent entries, and the ac't 
still open. 


Adv. to Bremen. 


8619-88 




Closed bv^F.DeUus," and 
" Exchange acc't." 


Insurance Ac't. 




78911 


Closed by « Profit and Loss" 
in 1801. 


Notes Payable. 




59,796-94 


Varied by subsequent en- 
tries, but principally car- 
ried to the account of 
" John Codman." 



See note on preceding page. 
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Statement ofhakmces^ [continued.] 
Dr. Cr. 



RSMARKS 



Notes ReceiTable. 
'InToioe, R. C. 

tRemittanoes, R. C. 



28,716-27 



7439*39 



L04;88&74 



Do. 



A balance standing chiefly 
from '96, cloMd by " Re- 
mittances R. C* 

Varied by snbseonent en- 
tries, and finally closed 
br the acc*t of << Richard 
Codman." See these ac- 
counts, Nos. 338, 339. 



* This item is for goods sent out from Europe by Richard Codman, in *96. 
It is of the same character with the account next below, in which it is finally 
mersed. 

t This account was intended to exhibit the remittances made by Richard 
Codman in Europe, through the Barings, or otherwise, as fast as they were 
realised by the house here. It is easy to see from tins state of the accounts as 
they stood on the day of the dissolution, that their winding up must result in 
a heavy balance against Richard Codman. He was to be charsed with the 
procMos of the cargoes which went to his hands. Supposing Uiem to have 
produced in Europe no more than they east hert, (which, generally speaking, 
IS contrary to the fact,) it would charge him with at 

least, tl81,959-96, 

Less the credit for the Catherine's 4th Toyage, 12,974-33, 

/B-, ; : 168,984-93 

At the same time his remittances had amounted only to 
the sum of the two accounto, called " Invoice R. C." 7,439-39, 
and <« Remittances R. C." 104,286-74, 

111,72613 



Leaving him still to account for 
To which should be added the balance of F. Coffin's 
acc't, which was paid to R. C. in France, 



And from which should be taken the balance of R. 
C.'s private account in the books of the House, 
which was to his credit, 



57,258-80 
18,254 62 
75,513-42 

34,904-21 



Leaving a clear balance against him, of 50,609-21 

These balances which stood open on the 1st May, '98, would of course, be 
varied somewhat by new entries, as accounts were transmitted from time to 
time by foreign houses. New items, both of debit and credit arose, when such 
advices came to hand, relating not to new business, (which wholly ceased at 
this date,) but to the ttrintUng up qf the eld hutintss. Most of the balances 
however, remained unsettled, for want of any accounts rendered by Richard^ 
until John Codman brought hun to a settlement at Paris, Jan. 1, 1801 — ^the 
result of which did not vary greatly from the result of the books, above stated, 
as they stood on the day of'^the dissolution. 
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IVo. 

Statement of all the balances of accounts of $ 100 and up" 
ioardsy which remained open in the books of J. fy H. Cod^ 
man, at the death of John Codman, May 17, ISOd, and 
which still remain open in said booJcs.^ 



Dr. 



Cr. 



J. Richards 

Shaw & Rondle 

J. L. Homer 

Warren & Cowder 

Thomas Welsh 

Ad^. to Fredericsburg (in hands of Fontaine Manry), 

J. M. Snow d& Co 

Jon. Winship 

P. Bryson 

James Moffatt 

Francis Gray 

Eleazer Homer 

Thomas Games 

James Lathrop 

John Whiting 

S . Burley 

F. Delius 

Geo. Domett 

Profit and Loss 

Ship Abigail 

t RichardCodman 

t John Codman 

Sundry accounts under $100 

Do. do. do. do 



9 — ^^rmf 

3,920-83; 
109-93 
14614 

4,40000 

1,123-93! 

39990 

401-30 

210-96 

15^7-2J 

1,437-94 
176-73 
468-75 
100-00: 
438-30 
574-83 

40818 

15,874-46 
31,009-40 



793-98 



1,969-20 
373-76 

75,240-72 
167-04 



77,75072|| 77,750-72 

* From this it appears, that the other accounts, open May 1, 1798, had 
been closed and settled. Those remaining unsettled are bad debts and 
accounts esteemed worthless ; for his | of which, Richard Codman was 
charged in the account settled at Boston Feb. 26, 1803. See No. 333. 

t From this it appears, that the balance of Richard Codman's private 
account, which was to his credit May 1, 1798, $34,904*21, was turned into a 
debit of $31,009-40. Such a result was to be anticipated from the sUte of 
accounto May 1, 1798, as exhibited in No. 335. John Codman*s credit, on 
the other hand, is increased from $45,749 47, to $75,240 72, as was to be 
expected from his haying assumed and paid the debts of the house, agreeably 
to the terms of the Paris settlement. All the accounts, excepting those which 
were worthless, being wound up, and no property of the house remaining, 
this sum exhibits an appsrent credit, which John Codman could never 
realize. 

And in the settlement of accounts between the copartners, Richard Codman 
haying put in no capital originally (see No 2, and tne books), it follows, that 
Richard was indebted to John for the whole balance charged against him on 

his private account, viz $31 ,009-40 

And ^ of the bad debts, bein^ for the Abigail 5:291*48 

and for the other accounts of bad debts 10,218*50 

Which makes the balance of the account as settled between them 
(see No. 333) 46/>19 38 
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IVo. 837. 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 

Statement of the balances stmck and divided between the 
partners from May 1, 1791, ro May 1, 1798. 

Dr. Cr. 



-Tmr 

Oct. 31 



1793. 
April 30 

1794 
April 30 

1795. 
April 30 

1796. 
April 30 

1797. 

April 30 

1798. 
April 30 



J. Codman, for f balance (if said account, 

jei,3l3 5 114, m dollars 

R. Codman, for \ same, £65(3 12 11| .... 

J. Codman, for his 1, £2,545 10 9 

R. Codman, for his i,£i;27:i 15 41 



J. Codman, for his f, £2,274 2 2.. 
R. Codman, for liis \, £l,3o7 1 1 . 

J. Codman, for his f, £1,48:) 9 1.. 
R. Codman, for his |, £741 14 6 . . 



J. (>>dman, for his ) , 



R. Codman, for his 

J. Codman, for hts 
R. Codman, for his 

J. Codman, for his 
R. Codman, for his 



4,944*84 
2,472-42 



In the whole, J. Codman had been credited for his f 

of Profit and Loss, with $83,197-79 

And debited for his i of the year 1795 4,944-84 



And R. Codman credited for his ^ with 41,598 90 

And debited for his ^, in the year 1795 2,472-42 



ft 4,377-70 

2,188-85 

8,48512 
4,242-56 

9,247-04 
4,623-52 



7.393-96 
3,696.96 

17,465-86 
8,732-93 

36,228-11 
18,114-06 

Net Profit. 



78,25296 
39,126-48 



117,379-43 

Bat the winding up of the forei^ accounts of business transacted for the 
house through Richard Codman, m Europe, resulted in heavy loss, so that 
upon the last division of the Profit and Loss account, March 10, 1802, 

J. Codman was debited for his }, witli $34,032-08 

R. Codman" " " " J, " 17,016-03 



And the result of the whole business at that date was, that the 

house appeared to have earned 

Less, 



51,04811 

$117,379-43 
51,04811 

Net, 66,331-32 

Of which John Codman had been credited for his }, with $44,220-87 

And Richard Codman, for his ^, witli 22,110-45 

The whole of which, and more, R. C. had sunk in his ruinous French specu- 
lations ; so that, after receiving his shue of the profits in full, he still stands 
indebted to the house upwards of $31 «000, besides his share of the bad debts 
and worthless accounts which remain unclosed. The closing of these would 
show, that the actual net earnings of the house, during the whole term of 
copartnership, were only about ^0,000, instead of being $200,000, as they 
very probably would have been but for Richard Codman's mismanagement. 

32 
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l¥o. SS8. 

Richard Codmanls private account in the hooks of J. fy R. 
Codman^ beginning with the last balance struck before the 
date of the dissolution.^ 

Dr. Or. 



1797. 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 30 

1798. 
Jan. 18 

April 30 

1800. 
Feb. 15 
1803. 
t Feb. 9 



By balance of old account 

To cash paid freight of case per Eliza . . . 

To Francis Coffin, cash paid his Doctor in 

Dunkirk 

To cash paid for pair bucketB| Fire Society 
By profit and loss, his ^ 

To John Codman, for a discount 



$16^)9-35 



18,11406 



To Remittances R. C. 
For his share of his father's est. 
" k of land purchased of A. Gray, 1,50000 
** } do. granted by town of Bos- 
ton, on which new ropewalk 
stands, 50000 

(The same being twice credited.) 
t Mar. 10 To Profit and Loss, for his ^ balance of said 

account 

May 5 To John Codman, for cash paid Joseph 
Blake, for his son's expenses from France 
By John Codman, for a clock sold Joseph 

Blake, for 

July 23 By John Codman, for sundry paintings, 
statuary, and looking-glasses, received 
some time since from France, valued at 

§ To RemitUnces R. C 

By balance to new account 



Balance to his debit brought down . 




31,009-40 



* By this account we see what charges, made after the dissolution, turned 
R. C.'s credit of $34,90421 at the time of the dissolution, into a debit of 
f31,009-40. The difference is resolved by three items, which are noted below. 

t For this item see note to the account settled Feb. 26, 1803. No. 333. 

t Upon this item it is enough to remark, that John Codman 's own account 
is debited, at the same time, with twice this amount fi>r his f of the loss. See 
No. 337. 

§ R. C. is here charged with the balance of the account called '< Remit- 
tances R. C," which represents the result of his foreign ajrency, or the 
difference between all sums received and paid by him abroad for account odT 
J. & R. Codman. See a statement of the account. No. 339. 
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IVo. 339. 

Statement of the account called " Remittances R. C," in the 
hooks of J. if R. Codman^ exhibiting the result of his 
agency in Europe for that house. 



Remittances R. C, 



Dr. Or. 



1798. 
May 1 



For Cash paid R. Codman's draft to An 
drewB & Co.| dated Parisi Dec. 17, 1797 



18To JoAn Codman, 

for Cash paid R. C.*b draft, dated Paris, 
Dec. 5 last, fayor Nath'l Fellows, 60 days' 
sight, for dollars. 2,000 

^For Cash paid draft same date and 

sight, &yor Samuel Brown, 2,000 



July 17 



24 

t 



By old account . 



Jane 13 For Cash paid Richard Codman's draft, dated 
Paris, 16 January, fayor J. Chipman . . 

By WUlings ^ Co. 

For one quarter's int. on 3 per cent, stock, 

the property of LeCouteulx d&Co. 357-65 

Less Commissions, 3,57 



Aug. 24jTo Jokn Codman, 

for Cash paid R. Codman's draft the 7th 
inst. datea Paris, 25 March last, in fayor 
of Andrews &, Co 



To Caspar Voght, 
for sundry remittances made John &> 
Francis Baring & Co., wrong entered the 
3l8t August, 1796 



2,00000 



4,00000 
1,800-00 



2,00000 



17,429-08 



104,286-74 



354-06 



Sept. 20|To J. 4r F. Barings {p Co. 

p for six bills on Dyde & Scribe, unpaid, 

* This is the balance to the credit of the account as it stood on the day of 
the dissolution, for remittances receiyed prior to that time, and before the 
result of the numerous shipments to Europe, which went to R. C.'s hands, 
had been charged to it. 

f The items marked thus, amounting to upwards of (30,000, are all for 
bills drawn by Richard Codman, and paid by the house here ; for which ^ in 
addition to the entries in the books, the bills themselyes, in our possession, 
are youchers. See also the letters from John Codman to Richard Codman, 
complaining of these drafts. 

t The items marked thus, are yooched (in addition to the books and corre- 
spondence) by the original accounts of Caspar Voght. Barings A^Cc, Rucker A 
Wortman, Francis Coffin, Dohrman & Co., I. ^ T. Amory A Co. They 
amount to upwards of (230,000 ; but are counteryailed by credits deriyed from 
the same accounts, to the amount of more than (310,000 ; so that the items of 
this character, taken together, from both sides of the account, result in a credit 
to it of about (80,000. 
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Remittances R. C. [continubd.] 



Dh. 



Gr. 



179i 
Sept 20 



t 



t 



each JB641, 3^ 

R .Codmui*8 drafts on them 

1 April, 1705, 5,000 
16 " " 3^ 
10 Aug. << 1,200 
18 Nov. " 460 
28 Mar. 1796, 200 
10 April, " 1,000 
10 " « 1,200 
13 July, " 850 
1 Nov. " 165 
ToVolgham, 3 Sept. « 75 3 

OnAmory, 1 Oct. " 1,750 19 
" ** 4 " " 751 18 

INov. « 379 1 
15 " « 1,333 10 
Whittemore, 52 10 

Inauiance per Eh'zabeth, 301 5 

Protested bills on Calef, 1 12 



His bills. Ist and 4th Fei),*96, 4,000 



£ stg. 26,067 1 

For Martin Domer's dfl. on them 16 Feb. 
and 6 May, 1797, supposed to be for 
his commissions on sundry transactions 
By J. ^ F. Barings ^ Co. 
rroceeeds of specie per the Harmony, 
12 June, 17^, 685 16 ~ 

Cash paid them by Mr. Per- 
kins, 30 Aug. 50 
Cash paid them by Mr. Par- 

ker,20Sept. 3,000 

A remit, made them, 25 Oct. 1,370 
Do. do. do. 3 Nov. 625 

Do. per a bill on Reed , 7 Nov. 2,500 
Received firom Longer 2 Nov. 

1796, 121 

Received from Mr. Haven 17 

July, 1797, 26 5 

Sundrv remittances from Mar- 
tin liomer from 4 Nov. '96, 
to 14 Jan. '97, supposed to 
be the proceeds of 350,000 
livres dirawn on Paris ; — 
amount sterling, 14,166 5 8 
Deduct already en- 
tered under date 2 
and 25 Feb. '97, 14,149 4 8 



Other remittances from sai«l 
Domer from 13 Sept to 21 
Nov. '97, supposed to be the 
proceeds of 400,000 livred 



17 1 



more, 
Do. 



do. 



A rem. fr. Bourne, 2,160 15 
Do. do.R.C. 1,850 



13,747 13 9 
14,895 2 11 



4,010 15 



Xstg. 41/M8 14 i 



115,853-35 



956*83 



ifiMaB-iB 
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1798 
Sept. 20 



Oct. 8 



1799, 
Feb. 12 



12 



reb.l4 

f 



Remittance s R. C. [ continued*] Dr. Cr, 



By John Codman, 
for Bromfield A Houffhton's dft. to Rich- 
ard Codman, dated Parift, April 20, 1796, 
on Edward Bromfield, 90 days' eight 

By WiiUnga fy Fronds^ 
for interest dae on bank stock, the prop- 
erty of Le Couteulx & Go., due the 
Ist instant^ 357-65 

Less commissions, 3*57 

By John Codman, 
for interest received by Willinffs & Fran- 
cis on Le Coutenlz A Co.'s 3 per cent, 
stock 



To Sundry Aixounta. 
Rueker ^ Wortman for the following re- 
mittances made J. & F. Barings A Co. 
from Hamburg, and passed to me credit 
of said account per mistake 31 August, 
1795, Til. 1,000 

160 
160 



1,023 4 


7 


542 10 





185 17 


7 


413 7 


3 


93 3 


3 


1,115 15 10 



£4,693 18 6 $20,861 89 
Ship Cttherins, for over credit 

on money paid Capt. Coffin 

of the Catherine, by Francis 

Coffin of Dunkirk. See en- 
tries 30 Oct. 1795, and Jan. 

18,1798, 
Ship Thetis advent, for this 

sum wrong entered the 

28th Feb. 1797, 
Francis Coffin for a discount 

with R. Codman, being the 

balance of Coffin's account 

settled byhim in Dunkirk, 

8 Oct. 1797, and which he 

has remitted to R. C. 18,25462 



7-47 



341-75 



To John Codman, 
for sundry bills drawn by Richard Cod< 
man, and paid by him, viz. 

To Samuel Brown, 6,000 

To " " 3,000 

To Nathaniel Fellows, 6,000 

To « " 3,000 

To Joseph Blake, 493 

To Mackay A Hurd, 2,011.62 
To Brown A Ives, 453-28 



39^65-73 



90i967-90 

I 



350 



354 08 



35407 



254 



"ms: 

Feb. 14 



16 



21 



Nov. 21 

t 



21 

t 

1800 
June 17 

t 



Remittanees R. C. [continued.] Db. Cb. 



By Damd Parker ^ 
for a diflcoant with Richard Codman . 

By Dohrman ^ Cb., 

for gold and silver remitted Battier Zora- 
line 6l Co. by Capt. West, £2,127 18 4 
sterling, producing reas, 7,725 and 428 

at 715 per dollar 

To Dohrman ^ Co. 

for Richard Codman'a draft in fa^or of 
Edward Church, for 350,000 at 715 
per dollar, 

For Richard Codman '■ draft in 
favor Capt Buffington, £400 
sterling, reas 1,324 and 138, at 
715 per doUar, 1,851-90 

For their draft, Feb. 1797, on 
Baring A Co. for £1,500 stg. 
on account of cotton per Elis- 
abeth, Capt. Paul Nelfloe, at 
4«. 6d. per dollar, 6,666*66 



489-54 



To Advent, per TkeUs^ from Lisbon to 
Havre, for James Prince's drafts, dated 
Lisbon, March, 1795, in fiivor of Gil- 
derminster, for £4,500 stg. on J. d& T. 
Amorj Sl Co. at As. 6d. per dollar 



By Invoice R. C. 

for net proceeds of said Invoice, in part 

sold Wm. Clap, as per sales of this date. 

By J. fy F. Barings ^ Co., 
for a remittance from R. Cod- 
man, 4,000 
For proceeds 171 ps. cambrics, 417 3 7 



4s. Qd. per $, 
To J. ^ F. Barings ^ Co. 
for an over charge in the sum 
sterling— £5,000 at 4^. 6d. ,,, 

By J. 4f T. Amory ^ Co. 
for proceeds 7 bars silver. 
For R. Codman's drafts on 
Barings &. Co. viz. 

29 Nov. '95, 
10 Sept. " 
22 Nov. *96, 
Pinkney on Poy- 



£4,417 3 7 
of £15,000 



1058 7 6 



1,200 

3,500 

850 



-, " " 500 

P. H. Hooe on 

Johnson, 22 '^ *< 1,000 

and 22 <' "" 200 

Dft. on R.King, 22 *' " 274 4 

Remittances from Voght, viz. 

14 Jan. *98, 22 3 11 

20 " " 431 5 

20 " « 354 1 3 



4«.6d.peri, £it«. 9,384 1 8 



9/)06-10 



20,000 



4AG5-44 



10,804C 



6,207-63 



19,631-90 



41,707*04 



256 



TSoJT 

June 17 

t 



RemUianees R. C. [contiwubd^] 



Dr. Cr. 



To J. jjp r. Jimorv A- Co., 
for dash paid Dickason & Go. 
880 louiB at 19s, 6d. 858 

65jrmneafl at 2U. 6S 5 

R. Q>dman'B dft. to Dr. Ed- 
wards, 400 
R. Codman's dft. to S. Prince, 215 13 
note to Borrodale, 1,100 



July 20 



dft. to order. 



u a ti Wm. Vans, 
« « " order, 

u u u tt 

" « « from Basle, 
Commissions, paying and re- 
ceiving, with postages and 
interest, 124 12 6 

And 41 10 4 



500 
200 
900 
75 
274 4 
325 16 
275 



Lessbal. of int. 



166 2 10 
5 13 6 



160 9 4 



Bal*ce R. C.*s aec't particular, 507 18 9 



£ stg. 4s. Gd, per $, 5,260 6 10 
To J, &- F. Barings ^- Co., 

for this sum short, entered the 20th Sept. 
1798, £1,333 10 2, instead of £1,383 10 2, 

50 
For this sum drawn by Caspar 
Voght of Hamburg, being so 
much which R. U. remitted 
Barings through him, short 
of what has been credited, 665 2 2 



1801 
Sept. 3 



Dec. 10 



23,379-29 



£ stg. at is. Gd. per $, 715 2 2| 3,178-26 
To Stephen Codman, 
for proceeds of sundries left in Havre, per 

brigantine Betsey, estimated at £ stg. 

21& 9 2, at 45. U. per $, 9,450-90 
For cash paid R. Codman per 

Thomas Amory, £108 5 4, 

at 45. 6<2. per f , 
For int. on amount of goods 

sold from brigantine Betsey, 

£ stg. 158 6 8, at 45. Gd. per $, 



48118 



703-71 



By Sundry Accounts^ 
Prqfit taid Loss for commissions, broker 



10,635-79 



* See No. 280. 

§ The items marked thus, are the proceeds in Europe, which went to 
R. C.'s hands, of the numerous cargoes consigned to him ; which, at their 
first east only, we have seen, amounted to near $170,000 ; and, by the sales 
abroad, amounted to $214,665-66. (See No. 335.) It is this debit (proved by 
the whole course of the correspondence, see especially Nos. 72 and 125) 
which, together with the drafts paid by John Uodman, in e&ct turns the 
balance orthe account, and renders comment upon smaller items unnecessary. 
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TSoT 



Remittanees R, C. [continued.] 



Dr. 



Cr- 



Dee. 10 



1802. 
Feb. 9 



9 



age, and loss of exchange, remitting for 
sundry cargoes, 23,342'20 

John Codman^ for William Lee's 

note, for 2,186-67 

Invoice R. C. for bal. said invoice, 376*14 
Caspar Voghi, for bal. his acc't, 4,200-07 
Edward Churchy for Richard 
Codman's bill on Barinjra, en- 
tered 26 September, 1798, per 
iC5,000 sterUng, at 4«. 6d. 
per $, ^fiaSiSl2 

For a discount, 13,110*87 



Ship Thetis f voy. to Lisbon, for 
bal. paid £. Church bj R. C. 

Rucker ^ Wortman, 
for a discount of their bal. 



To Sundry Accounts, 
For Adventures by 

Ship Catherine to Havre, for 
cargo of oil. 

Ship Enterprise to Havre, cargo 
tobacco. 

Ship Catherine for proceeds of 
sundries left at Dunkirk^ and 
sold for 

Ship Thetis to Havre, for pro- 
ceeds of ^ her cargo fr. Boston, 

Ship Commerce J Lombard, cargo 
of tobacco. 

For ditto from London, for pro- 
ceeds of cargo tobacco sold in 
Havre, 

Brig Leonard, Hackett, for do. 
do. do. 

Shijt Minerva's Cargo, 
JOT a remittance made from 
Bordeaux on acc't coffee, 

Ship Thetis f Prince, from Lisbon, 
for net proceeds seven-eighths 
of her cargo sold in Havre, 



35,33309 

3,705-99 

16,004-31 



proceeds 
R2,222-22 

35,555-55 



2,018-89 
38,613-67 
31,447-96 

21,026-67 
16,28600 

4,242-96 

43,251-74 



To Sundry Accounts, 

Ship AHgail, 

for the balance of her freight from Bor- 
deaux to Dunkirk, 3,333-33 

Joseph Blake, 

for a discount, 760 12 

Profit and Loss for the balance 
of Invoice R. C. wrong enter- 
ed 10 Dec. last, 37614 



By Sundry Accounts, 
interest Account, 

For int. on the Betsey shipm't, 703 71 

R. Codman's private account 



85448.47 



214,665-66 



I 



4,469-59 



I 



imr 
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Remittances R. G> [contibcukd.] Dr. Cb. 



Feb. 13 



for hu •hue of hii fiither*t ( 
Ute, 

For I of Und porehafed 
of Abigail Gray, 1,500 

* For I of land flraiited by 
the town of Bo«ton, on 
which new ropewalk 
■tanda, 500 

John Codman, 
for a diacount, 



4,71722 



To Pr^ and Lo$s, 
for aundrj fractiona in reducing aterling 
money at timea into doUara 

By Balance to new account 



To old accoant 

By RUhard Codnuui , 




t46,576-14 



* Thia item being included in the Paria aettlement, ia, of conrae, credited 
to R. G. here 

t A charge of twenty-aiz cents, for fractiona, in reducing pounda aterling to 
doliara, ia evidence of an intention to aettle the account with aeme aceuraey 
at leaat. 

t Thua the account ia finally cloaed, by carry inff the balance to the debit 
of R. C.'a private account, where it haa been alrea^ aeen. See No. 338. 

It may be remarked, in conduaion, on thia account, that, although the 
entries are after the date of the disaolution (necesaarily— -depending aa tbej 
did on accounta firom abroad, received after that time,) and thoae boUi of debit 
and credit, which relate to the Paria aettlement, are of courae aubaequent to 
that date ; (R. C. rendering no accounta before on which entriea could be 
founded,) yet that the entriea themaelvea ahow, by the date of the drafta 
apoken of, and otherwiae, that the transactions out of which they ariae were 
all prior to the dissolvtian, and that no iteie buaineaa waa done on the joint 
account after that day. 
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Extracts from Wm. Vans' Pamphlets, stating the con- 
tents of a pretended judgment against John and Rich- 
ard Codman, with fabricated evidence in support of 
his statements. 

No. 340. 

[From a Pamphlet entitled, ** A tnie statement of the demand of William 
Vana a^nat the heirs and ezecutora of the last will and testament of John 
Codman."] 

Page 1. " This House became indebted to William Vans bj 
sundry judgments rendered in Paris, as follows." 

[From a Pamphlet entitled, " A new edition of the demand of William 
Vans, on Stephen Codman, and the heirs of John and Richard Codman, for 
the sum of 370,000 silver dollars, due him on final jud^ent rendered in 
France, at the Coart of Appeals in Paris, witli a letter written hj John Low- 
ell, £sq., to C. R. Codman, No 8 annexed ; and Vans* replj to that letter, No. 
9 ; as will appear hj the following sUtement of facts. The Toang, the Old, 
the Widow, and the Parson are invited to buy this book, and learn now to iret 
and keep property according to law, (secundem ariem.) Boston, printed for 
Wm. Vans, July 1824."] 

Page 13. " Nor was the copartnership ever dissolved in France* 
which is proved by a judgment of the Court of Appeals in Paris, 
in the year 1803, which judgment mentions the act of copartner- 
ship made in 1791, and the notification put in the Centinel, in 
Boston, in 1798, by John Codman, and goes on and says." 

** That considering that John and Richard Codman are copart- 
ners, and had made fraudulent acts to cheat their creditors, the 
court condemns them to pay Vans his demands, with the renta 
due and coming due until paid, which amounted in the year 1818, 
to upwards of 370,000 dollars." 

Page 21. " Some time then elapsed, when finding that I could 
get no satisfaction firom Richard Codman, I commenced a pro- 
cess at law, and John and Richard Codman were both condemned 
to pay me the principal and interest, and expenses of my demand. 
The words of the final judgment^ rendered in France, and wrote 
in French, are as follows : — 

" * Considering that John and Richard Codman are copartners, 
and that they have made fraudulent acts to cheat their lawful 
creditors, the court condemns them to pay Vans his demand^ with 
the rents due and coming due until paid,' which amounted, in the 
year 1818 with expenses and duties to Government, to the sum 
of 370,000 dollars." 

Page 23. ** If my claim on the Hon. John Codman had been 
an unliquidated debt or a disputed account, then there might 
have been some reason in not paying it ; — ^but when the Rev. 
John Codman and heirs, ail know that this demand was carried 
into the courts of justice in France, when the transaction origin- 
ated, and that they were condemned in all these courts, aftef a 
litigation of six years, carried on by Stephen Codman, Notary 
Public of this city, who waa the administrator to the estates of. 
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John and Richard Codman, one would have expected that the 
heirs, so respectable as the Rev. John Codman ought to bef 
would have submitted and have executed the judgments obtained 
against him in France, and conformed to the last will of John 
Codman ; but on the contrary thej have done all they could do 
to prevent my receiving my just demands, and have reduced me, 
with a wife, and three children, to beggary. This has been done 
by the administrator and heirs ; and the Rev. John Codman, and 
the heirs, now inherit the sum due to me, by the Hon. John Cod« 
man, when he died." 

Page 25. ** And for these sums, Wm. Vans has definitive judg- 
ments, condemning John and Richard Codman as copartners^ to pay 
Atm, as before stated." 

Page 31. '* These are the documents, mentioned in this narra- 
tive, to prove the foregoing facts, the originals being now in my 
possession. No. 1, is an extract of a final judgment rendered at 
the Court of Appeals in France, containing five quires of paper, 
which condemns John and Richard Codman^ as copartners, to pay 
Wm, Vans his demand.*^ This judgment R. G. Amory, £s<^, the 
brother and lawyer of Mrs. Codman, took a copy of, and knowi 
this statement to be true.* 

[From a Pamphlet entitled, *^ The third edition, revised and corrected, of 
the demand of William Vans, on the heirs of John and Richard Codman, (for 
370.000 dollars,) who were merchants, under the firm of John and Richard 
Codman in Boston, and in Paris in France, the firm was Richard Codman, ss 
will appear bj the following statement of ftcts. Boston, printed bj £. K. 
Allen, Merchants' Hall."] 

Page 8. ** Sometime then elapsed, when finding I could get no 
satisfaction from Richard Codman, I commenced a process at 
law, and John and Richard Codman were both condemned as co- 
partners to pay me the principal, interest, and expenses of my 
demand. The words of the judgment rendered (in France, and 
wrote in French) are as follows. 

** Considering that John and Richard Codman are copartners, 
and that they have done fraudulent acts to cheat their true and 
lawful creditors, the court condemns them to pay William Vans his 
demand with interest until paid^ which amounted in 1818, with the 
expences and duties to Government, to the sum of 370,000 silver 
dollars." 

Pages 10 and 11. "I therefore repeat that the Rev. John Cod- 
man and heirs, all know that the Hon. John Codman, as copart- 
ner with Richard Codman, was condemned as before stated, and 
that the Rev. John Codman, did not do to me, as his Divine Mas- 
ter orders to be done, in pleading in bar to payment the limita- 
tion law." 

Page 13. ** For these sums, I have definitive judgments reif- 
dered in France, condemning John and Richard Codman^ as co- 
partners, to pay me as before stated." 

Page 27. ** And this judgment condemns John and Richard 
Codman as copartners to pay me my demand." 

* This is ibe jadgmeat, of whioh a oertified CrmasUtioa pteaently follows. 
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[From a Pamphlet, addreited to << His Excellenoy, the Ooventor of Mmm^ 
choMtti, and the Senata and Hoiue of RepresentatiYei, and dated, Bostoitfy 
printed for Wm. Vans, 1825."] 

Page 3. " On leaving France, lent and placed in triisiy in Xhm 
hands of John and Richard Codman, merchants in France, prop- 
erty that amounted in the year 1818, to upwards of 370,000 doP 
lars, that they were condemned to pay him at the Court of Ap- 
peals at Paris." 

Page 4. ** Contents. — First, an extract of a final judgment 
wrote in French, rendered at the Court of Appeals at Paris, con* 
taining five quires of paper, which condemns John and Richard 
Codmetn as copartners to pay Wm. Vans his demand* ** This judg«^ 
ment, I invite every person to look at ; R. G. Amory, Esq. law* 
yer and brother of Mrs. Codman, took a copy of it, and knows 
this statement to be true." 

Page 17. «* After waiting a reasonable time, and finding that I 
could not get any satisfaction, I commenced a process at law, 
when John and Richard Codman^ as copartners, were both con- 
demned to pay my demand. Jl^e words of the judgment are as 
follows : * Considering that John and Richard Codman are co- 
partners, by an act made in Boston, in the year 1791, which ha* 
never been dissolved by both their signatures or mutual consent, 
and that they have made fraudulent acts to cheat their true and 
lawful creditors, the court condemns them to pay Wm. Vans hi* 
demands with the rents due and coming due, and ezpences until 
paid,' which amounted in the year 1818, to 370,000 silver 
doUars." 

[From a Pamphlet, entitled the Life of Win, Vane, dated, " Boeton, pmi&i 
in the office of the Boeton Investigator, 1832."] 

Page 5. After waiting some time, I commenced a suit at law 
in the Court of Commons, at Paris, in the year 1801, when John 
and Richard Codman as copartners were condemned to pay my de^ 
mand. From this judgment they appealed to the courts of the 
first instance at Paris, Meaux and Dreux, where they were again 
condemned, while both were livings to pay this debt^ which amount* 
ed in 1831 to upwards of 500,000 dollars, by a judgment made in 
France, as follows, * Napoleon, by the Grace of God, Emperor of 
the French, to all present, &c.' " 

[From a Pamphlet, headed, ** Ton take iny life when yon do take the 
meant whereby 1 live," — ** Fellow Citixens, Repreeentatives of the People, 
Ac."] 

Page 1. " Therefore I come again to the Legislature and com- 
plain of the injuries and wrongs done me, by the executors and 
heirs of John and Richard Codman, merchants and copartners in 
France, condemned there to deliver William Vans, 45,613 francs 
rentes per year, meaning French Government Stock, that amount- 
ed, principal, interest and expenses in 1830, to upwards of 
534,140 dollars 12 cents. These facts are stated in books, never 
denied in print by the Codman family, but admitted in the pleas 
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and deposition on oath of Stephen Codman» the executor in 
1829. This debt the executor and heirs now owe me, — cm^rmed 
by reports made by committees of the legislature on the petitions 
of William Vans, who left France, and arrived at Boston, in 
1809." 

" This report also said William Vans produced a judgment ren- 
dered in France in 1804, condemning John and Richard Codman^ 
as copartners, to deliver him 45,513 francs rente per year.*' 

Page 5. " We the undersigned have seen obligations payable to 
order, and judgments condemning John and Richard Codman as co» 
partners in Pans, to deHver William Vans 45,613 francs rentes per 
year^ that amounted in 1830, to about 530,140 dollars. In witness 
whereof we have signed this Instrument this 4th February, 1830.*'* 
I Augustus Peabody have seen two obligations signed Richard 
Codman, one promising to pay Wm. Vans 100»0()0 francs, the 
other 8,415 francs rentes per year. Also a judgment obtained in 
France^ condemning John and Richard Codman to pay him^ and 
having repeatedly known these documents produced and examin- 
ed by Legislative Committees, have no doubt of their authen- 
ticity.'* "AUGUSTUS PEABODY." 

** I, George Blake, have seen the papers and documents above 
stated; being well acquainted with the French language — and 
manner documents of this kind are usually authenticated in 
France, have no doubt these papers are original documents." 

" GEORGE BLAKE." 

** I, Daniel Davis have seen the obligations in English, with 
judgments in French, but do not understand that language, yet 
have no doubt from seeing them used in Committees of the Legis- 
lature they are original documents.'* •* DANIEL DAVIS." 

•' The above certificates confirm the reports of different com- 
mittees of the General Court, with the deposition on oath of Ste- 
phen Codman as Executor in 1829." 

[From a Pamphlet entitled, « An Appeal to the Public by William Vans," 
dx. printed at Salem, July, 1627.] 

Page 8. ** The words of the judgment are, considering John 
and Richard Codman copartners, by an act made at Boston, in 
1791, that was never dissolved by both signatures, or mutual con- 
sent, they having made fk-audulent acts to cheat their true and 
lawful creditors, the court condemns them jointly and severally^ to 
pay Wm. Vans his demand, with all expences until paid." 

[From a Book ornamented with engraved cariealnresy and entitled *' An Ap- 
peal to the Public by Wm. Vans, native citizen of Maas. against the Slanders 
circulated by Stephen Codman, £xecutor of the wills of John and Richard 
Codman, and their heirs, Mrs. Catharine Codman, widow. Rev. John Cod- 
man, of Dorchester, and Charles R. Codman, of Boston, who have drfrauded 
Vans of $450,000, this narrative proves. The Toung and Old, Widow and 
Parson, are invited to buy this book, — learn how to get and keep property ac- 

Sftt No. 341, et seq. proving the falsification of these certificates. 
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eordinff to lata. It is a nuurim in law, receiTera of stolen go&ds are had as dl# 
tkUf, Salem. Printed for Wm. Vans, Julj, 18S7/'] 

Preface. '* There is also a judgment rendered at the Court of 
Appeals in Paris, containing five quires of paper — Extract a» 
follows : — 

<* Considering John and Richard Codman are copartners, by 
an act made in Boston in 1791, that has never been dissolved, the 
Court condemns themj jointly and severally, for making fraudulent 
acts to cheat their creditors, to pay Vans 45,415 livres rents per 
jear." That amounts in 1827, to upwards of 9450,000. Tfaiv 
judgment, R. G. Amory, brother and lawyer to Mrs. Codman, 
with the family, have seen and know to be true.'* 

Page 5. " A robber, who takes my purse, the law condemns — 
killing tliis robber is justifiable homicide. Shakspeare sajs, * Yoa 
take my life when you do take the means whereby I live ;* and 
Chief Justice Parsons said in the criminal process of Austin and 
Selfridge, it was justifiable homicide. These observations are in 
consequence of fraud made on my property by John and Richard 
Codman, who took it all. Their heirs. Widow Codman, Charles 
R. Codman, and Doctor Codman, of Dorchester, Ue, to justify 
keeping it alV^ 

Page 8. " The words of the judgment are * Considering John 
and Richard Codman, copartners, by an act made at Boston in 
1791, that was never dissolved by both signatures, or mutual con^ 
sent, they having made fraudulent acts to cheat their lawful cred' 
itors, the Court condemns them jointly and severally, to pay Vans 
his demandf with all expenses until paid." 

[From a Pamplilet entitled, ** A Statement of Facts by Wm. Tans against 
the Falsehooda circulated in all newspapers by the Execotor and heirs of JohD 
and Richard Codman, deceased. Boston, August 18, J835."] 

Page 3. ** These Petitions were continued until 1833. Ex* 
tract as follows : '* Your petitioner represents John and Richard 
Codman to be copartners and merchants in France, who became 
indebted there to your petitioner by judgment condemning them as 
partners, to deliver to your petitioner 45,5 13 /rones, rents per year of 
the public debt of France. And your petitioner again repeats, in 
the year liB35, that John and Richard Codman were partners in 
France up to the year 1802, under the name or firm of Richard 
Codman : that appears in the Report made by Theron Metcalf to 
the Legislature in 1833, page second, which said : *' In the year 
1794, Richard Codman went to France, and resided at Paris 
until 1802 ; the partnership however still continued.'** — Of course 
the partnership was not dissolved in 1798.'' 

* This shameless appeal to the Report of the Legislative Committee of 1833 
as proving that in their opinion the partnership continued until }S02, is at the 
same time a singular instance of audacity (considering the facility of expos- 
ure) and a striking illustration of the decree of credit due to Mr. Vans* pre- 
tended proofs whenever they rest upon his own assertions. This Report, in 
stating the conclusions of tlie Committee opon the whole cssci expressly 
finds, " that the partnership between John and Richard Codman was suffi- 
ciently and homa jid/t diMolved in May, 1796/' ! — See the entire Docoment, 
No. 419. 
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Page 5. *' These suits were recoverecl, that amounted to 45,51ii 
francs rents per year of the public debt of France, that John and 
Richard Codman as partners were condemned to deliver jour 
petitioner.*^ 

Page 7. *' This judgment was lent the Codman family by Vans 
some 25 jeal-s since, that they might see and have it translated* 
The meaning given to this judgment by Wm. Vans was never 
disputed or denied from 1810 to the year 1833, and again by W. 
H. Gardiner in the year 1835, who said in newspapers and pam« 
phlets Wra. Vans had no judgment condemning John and Rich- 
ard Codman as partners in France. This William Vans denies, 
and is willing to stand or fall on the truth of this assertion ; — and 
if the judgment rendered in France does not condemn John Cod- 
num as partner with Richard Codman, Wm. Vans has no claim on 
the estate of John Codman.*' 

No. 341. 

[original.] 

Mr. Peabody^s Deposition, proving the falshood of the Certijicate 
published by Wm. Vans, as his. 

I, Augustus Feabody, of Boston, in the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Esquire, do on oath depose 
and say, in answer to interrogatories proposed to me, as follows, 
viz : — Interrogatories proposed by Wm. H. Gardiner, Esq. coun- 
sel for Stephen Codman, of said Boston, Executor of the last will 
and testament of John Codman, deceased, and also administrator 
on the estate of Richard Codman, deceased. 

JF%rst Interrogatory. — Have you or not seen printed in any 
pamphlet under the name of William Vans, a certificate purport- 
ing to be signed by you, in the following words ? 

" I, Augustus Feabody, have seen two obligations signed Rich- 
ard Codman, one promising to pay Wm. Vans 100,000 francs, 
the other 8,415 francs rentes per year ; Also a judgment obtained 
in France, condemning John and Richard Cod^nan to pay him ; 
and have repeatedly known these documents produced and ex- 
amined by Legislative Committees ; have no doubt of their au- 
thenticity. /* Augustus Peabody." 

Answer. — I have seen a pamphlet printed under the name of 
William Vans, containing a certificate purporting to be mine, of the 
above tenor and in those words. 

Second Interrogatory. — Whether or not did you ever sign such 
a certificate, or any certificate purporting that you had seen a 
judgment, or copy of a judgment, in favor of said Vans and 
against John Codman and Richard Codman for a debt due from 
them jointly, or jointly and severally to said Vans ? 

Answer. — ^I believe I never signed such a certificate. Sev- 
eral years since, (I do not recollect when,) on the urgent and re- 
peated solicitation of William Vans, I gave him a certificate on 
this subject. The reason of his requesting me so to do, was, that 
many years, I believe about twenty years ago, I was his attorney 
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on his application to the Legislature on the subject of his chum 
against the estate of John Codman, and he thought that my certifi- 
cate in regard to some of the facts that were then presented wouJd 
be useful to him. I have lately obtained from David L. Child, 
Esq., the attorney of said Vans, permission to inspect and copy 
the certificate which I so gave Mr. Vans. The copj is as follows. 

** I have many years since seen two notes signed hy Richard 
Codman, promising Mr. Vans, one 100,000 francs, and the other 
8,415 francs annually, of the French Public Debt; also a copy 
of a judgment obtained tn France on those notes ; I have repeat- 
edly known those documents produced and examined before legis- 
lative Committees, and have no doubt that they are authentic. 

Augustus Peabody." 

" A copy — Attest. 

David Lee Child.*' 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT I NEVER GATE 8AID VaNB ANT OTHER CER- 
TIFICATE UPON THIS SUBJECT. 

(Signed) Augustus Peabody." 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,) 
Countj of Suffolk , m. City of Boston. ) 

This nineteeth day of February in the year of our Lord eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-five, personally appeared before us the 
subscribers, two Justices of the Peace Quorum Unus, in and for 
the County of Suffolk, the aforesaid deponent, and after being 
carefully examined and duly cautioned to testify the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, made oath that the foregoing deposition 
by him subscribed is true. Taken at the request of Stephen Cod- 
man of said Boston, Executor of the last will and testament of 
John Codman, and also administrator on the estate of Richard 
Codman, to be preserved in perpetual remembrance of the thing. 
And we duly notified William Vans, of said Boston, gentleman, 
as will appear by the copy hereunto attached of a notification 
under our hands and seals and of the ofiicers return thereon, the 
original notification with the ofiicers return is annexed to the depo- 
sitions of Francis B. Fay and Artemas Ward, taken pursuant to 
said notification on the eighteenth of February instant. The said 
Vans was the only person whom we knew to be interested in the 
property whereto the aforesaid deposition relates. 

David Lee Childj Esquire^ appeared as the attorney of said Vans 
at the time and place mentioned in said notification^ but did not see 
Jit to remain and be present at the examination of said deponent. 

The said examination was commenced on said eighteenth day 
of February, and continued thence by adjournment to the day of 
the date hereof, when the same was closed, and the aforesaid 
deposition subscribed and sworn to. 

(Signed) WM. J. HUBBARD, 

(Signed) FRANCIS O. WATTS. 

Fees. 

Magistrates, 3,50 

Witness, 33 

93,88 
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Letters from Messrs. Dsvis, Blake and Peabody re- 
specting the foregoing certificates published by Wm. 
Vans. 

Ni^. 349. 
[0&101NAI1.J 
ME. DAVIS'S LETTER, 
To Stsfben Codman,, Es^ 

Boston, Feb. 26lb. 1828. 
Mt Dcar Sm,*-«A11 tbtit I meant %o aaj, and all that I did say*, 
ceapecting Mr. Vans* documents was, that I had seen them and 
believed them %p be original; but as to their nature, import, or 
YALiDiT?, I knew nothing respecting them* Of the I^euck docii*- 
meat, I of course knew nothings and mj certificate is to that •£• 
feet ; and as to the document signed bj Mr. Richard Codman, I 
carefully avoided saying anything more than that I had seen it. 
My certificate contains nothing of its having been used in evi- 
dence. 

Yours, with respect and friendship, 

DANIEL DAVIS. 

MR. BLAKE'S LETTER. 

Boston, Feb. S6th, 1828. 
T# S'»PHBN Codman, Esq. 

Sir, — ^I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication (^ the 23d instant. 

In answer to your inquiry respecting the certificate which I 
gave Mr. Vans, I beg leave to say, that the papers which were 
skown to me by that gentieman^ and to which my certificate was 
intended to be e^jpKed^ purported to be the exemplification of the 
record of certain judicial proceedings in France^ in which Mr. Vans 
and Richard and John Codman appeared^ as I think, to have 
been thb parties litigant. I however examined but very 
hastily and cursorily the contents of the papers in question, inas- 
much as I was onlff requested, and it was my intention only to ex- 
press an opinion as to their genuineness, and nothing more. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE BLAKE. 

MR. PEABODY'S LETTER. 

Boston, March 3d, 1828. 
To Stephen Codman, Esq. 

Sir, — On the 25th of February I received your note on the 
subject of the conversation we had when we accidentally met in 
the morning of that day. 

I have tfidken some pains to ascertain what I once knew con- 
cerning the documents of Mr. Vans, alluded to. I remember 
that many years since, I believe from J 3 to 15 years ago, I went 
several times with Mr. Vans before a legislative committee, 
where, on one occasion at least, I met you. Mr. Vans produced 
two notes of Richard Codman, and a judgment. The papers 
were examined by myself, and the legislative committee ;— -and 

34 
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no doubt was left on my mind, and I believe that no doabt re^ 
mained on the minds of the committee, or the persons present 
who were opposed to Mr. Vans, that the said paper? were what 
thej purported to be, 

Mr. Vans recently called on me with a request to sign a certifi- 
cate — ^the same I presume a copjr whereof is in jour note to me. 
I told him I would not bion it, because I did not know that aU the 
allegations in it were true. He then requested me to certify suca 
of the facts as I did know to be true ; and in compliance with 
his request I wrote and signed a certificate that I had no donbt 
but the papers alluded to were genuine. And I cheerfiillj state 
that I not only intended to confine my certificate to the facts stated 
IN MT OWN HANDWRITING which immedtotdy preceded my signature^ 
but that I TOLD Mr. Vans that I could not 5t^ the certificate he 
presented because it stated what I did not know to be true. 

I am respectfiiUj, jour obedient servant, 

AUGUSTUS PEABODY. 

nro. 343. 

The French Judgment. 
Translation of Mr. Vans^ Copy from the Records 
of the Court of Appeals, at raris, respecting the 
Contest between John Codman and said Vans and 
others, as Creditors of Richard Codman, for the 
proceeds of an estate in the District of Meaux, 
claimed by the several parties as the property of 
the said Richard Codman ; being the same docu- 
ment which Mr. Vans has falsely represented to 
be the copy of a judgment against John and Rich- 
ard Codman for a debt.* 

MSactko. ^o^<f^on^ ^y l^ Crrace of God, and the Constitutions of 
the Republic, Emperor of the French^ Sfc. 

^^^^^^^^ To all present and to come. Greeting, The tribunal of 
appeal at Paris has rendered the following judgment. 

Between Mr. John Codman, merchant, residing 
"**a!hA"^.'B5t."' at Boston, in the United States of America, ap- 
pellant of two judgments rendered by the tribunal 
of the first instance, sitting at Meaux, on the 27th Prairial and 
^^ 4tli Messidore, year 11, (15th June, and 22d June, 1803.) — 
'*' The said appeal was made by writs of the 26th Frimaire, 
year 12, (16th Dec. 1803,) by the defendant and demand- 
Si; ant, as by his memorials of the 12th and 18th Thermidore, 
year 12, (3(hh July and 5th August, 1803,) on the one part, 

* Readers who do not choose to wade through the whole of this YoIainiiMNis 
document will find a condensed statement of its contents, with some explana- 
tory notes, in No. 344. We have added to the French dates corresponding 
Eneliflh dates, and have also put distinct headings to difierent parts of the pro- 
ceedings, for the reader's convenience. 
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itnd Mr. John Jacques Pacaud, proprietor, residing at Paris, on 
the Island of St. Louis, Mr. Wrii. Vans, residing at Paris, Rue de 
Marais, Fauxbourg de St. Germain, and IVfrs. Celeste Rosalie 
Gouvain, divorced wife of the said Mr. William Vans, all three 
Vtita.it(bPiMiai.7Mtrio.i«e*d i»,ao counectcd as demaudants, as per sum- 
g^«j.haod».^«dd,hv;-«. ujjg monsesofthe 26th Frimaire, and 23d 
"^^ Nivose, year 12, (15th Dec. J 803, and 
^^ 12th Jan. 1804,) in conformity to their 
«i»d 0. mtTRinfK, »Mi memorials of the 20th Prairial, 16th and 
19th Thermidore, year 12, (8th June, 2d and 6th August, 1804,) 
on the other part. And between Mr. John Jacques Pacaud, Mr. 
William Vans, and Mrs. Celeste Rosalie Gouvain, divorced wife 
of the said Vans, demandants in common as per 
fteudNdaiUiidM, summonses of the 26th Nivose, year 12, (15th Jan. 
b!S7MiYa^ 1804>) and in conformity to their memorials of the 
bm^t lio-. i2th and 28th Ventose (2d and 18th March,) 8th and 
10th Germinal, year 12, (28th and 30th March, 1804,) on the one 
part, Mr. Richard Codman, summoned at his residence at the 
oouse of Mr. Demilley, Attorney, near the tribunal of first in- 
stance of the Department of the Seine, residing at Paris, Rue de 
Cockherone, No 416, defendant on the other part, the said domi- 
cil being chosen by him, as appears by different accounts made 
known to the defendants, Mr. John Rayjil, residing at Paris, 
Rue Deuxportes St. Sauvicr, defendant and demandant, as per 
bis memorial of the 7th Germinal, year 12, (27th March, 1804,) 
also on the other part, And Mr. Phillipe Dumont, proprietor, re- 
siding at Paris, Rue Grange Battatiere, No, 21, defendant and 
demandant, as per his memorial of the 9th Germinal, year 12, 
(29th March, 1804,) also on the other pari. 

And between Mr. Phillipe Dumont, interyenant and demand- 
ant as per memorials of the 20th Prairial and 18th Thermidore, 
year 12, (8th June and 5th Aug. 1804,) on the one part, And Mr. 
John Jacques Pacaud, Mr. William Vans, and Mrs. Celeste Ro- 
salie Gouvain, defendants and demandants, as per their memo- 
rials of the 22d Prairial, year 12, flOth June, 1804,) of the other 
part, and the said John Codman, aefendant and demandant, as 
per memorial of the 16th Thermidore, year 12, (3d Aug. 1804,) 
also on the other part. 

And between Mr. John Rayjil interyenant and demandant, as 
per his memorials of the 22d Prairial and 18th I'hermidore, year 
12, (10th June and 5th Aug. 1804,) on the one part, and Mr. 
John Jacques Pacaud, Mr. William Vans, and Mrs. Celeste Ro- 
salie Gouvain, defendant and demandant, as per their memorial 
of the 23d Prairial, year 12, (11th June, 1804,) on the other part, 
and the said John Codman, defendant and demandant, as per his 
memorial of 16th Thermidore, year 12, (3d Aug. 1804,) aiso on 
the other part. 

And between Mr. Richard Codman, interyenant and demand- 
ant, as per his memorial of 19th Thermidore, year 12, (5th Aug. 
1804,) on the one part, and the said John Jacques Pacaud, Mr. 
William Vans, and Mrs. Celeste Rosalie Gouvain, defendant and 
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denumdanti aa per their memorial of the dOth Thermidore, jeor 
12» (7th A«ff. IdOit) Oil the other part, and the said John Cod- 
man, defendant, also un the other part. Reserving to each party 
their respective rights. 

EVIDENCE.— (Pwirt de Fait) 

The brothers John and Richard Codroan had formed a con- 
nection in trade in the jear 1791, at Boston in the United States 
of America. 

That firm lasted until the ninth of May, 1798, at which time 
John Codman caused to be published in the American Journal 
called the Columbian Centinel, on the sixteenth of said month, an 
advertisement of the following tenor. 

" The public are inforrned that the firm of John and Richard 
Codman, commenced on the Ist of May, 1791, is dissolved from 
this day. All indebted to the said firm are requested to make pay- 
ment immediately to the undersigned, and their creditors are re- 
quested to present their accounts for settlement. 

" Signed, JOHN CODMAN. 

^ Boston, Maif ^, 1798." 

Nevertheless in 1794, Richard Codman had arrived in France, 
and established at Paris, a private banking house, whilst his house 
in America yet continued. William Vans, a countryman of Rich- 
ard Codman's was then at Paris, and had formed a friendly as 
well as mercantile connection with him. In 1797,* R. Codman 
had proposed to William Vans to go to America, iliere to make a 
purchase of goods for their mutual benefit, and that they should 
be brought to France in neutral vessels. Vans had accepted the 
proposal, and accordingly set out, leaving with Richard Codman 
two Inscriptions on the (Grand Livre) Great Book, one perpetual, 
8415 francs, annual rent, the other for 5,000 francs, provisional 
debt ; also sundry demands to collect. Vans had also left with 
Codman a power to sell two houses he owned in the street de V Uni- 
versity, with directions to convert the produce of them into other 
pvemment annuities. During the absence of Mr. Vans, these 
houses were sold on the 7th Prairial, yr. 7, [26th May, 1799,] for 
the sum of 74,000 francs. And Richard Codman had used this 
sam, excepting 2,000 francs in government annuities, and that 
within six days after the sale. William Vans on his return about 
the end of the year 8 (1800) demanded from Richard Codman the 
two Inscriptions on the Grand Livre— the one of eight thousand 
^ur hundred and fifteen francs, perpetual annuity, and the other 
of five thousand francs provisional debt, which he had confided to 
his care, and also demanded of him the interest that must have ac- 
^^f^ ?"^ *^® **'® ^^ *^® *^® houses, sold on the 7 Prairial, yr. 7 
—[26th May, 1799,] to Mr. Reubell, late member of the executive 

• This which is in figures in the originaJ was pro^^bly an error of the cJerk 
in copying the record Instead of 1795 it should be 1799. See Noa. 148, 149 
for the origin of the contract on which Wm. Vans' claim is fbuaded 
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directory. Richard Codman haying denied the whole, William 
Vans prosecuted him at the tribunal of commerce, at Paris, in or* 
der to obtain the restitution of the 5000 francs, provisional debt, 
andd2,000franc8, of perpetual annuities, which the two houses 
must liaye produced. On the other hand Mr. John Jacques Pa- 
caud, who had purchased the right and title of William Vans to 
the inscription for 8415 francs, perpetual annuities, also prosecut- 
ed Richard Codman in order to recover that inscription, and ob- 
tained on the 2nd Messidore of the rear 9, (20th of June, 1801) 
ft-om the tribunal of commerce of Paris, a judgment which has 
since been confirmed by the tribunal of appeals, by twoother judg- 
ments of the 21 st Messidore, (9th July, 1801,^ same month and 
5th Vendemiaire (26th Sept. 1801) following, by which Richard 
Codman had been sentenced to surrender the said inscription of 
8415 francs of perpetual annuities, and in case of refusal author- 
ised the said Pacaud to purchase them on the exchange at Paris 
at the expense of said Codman, and for which expense he should 
be reimbursed by the receipt of the commercial agent who 
should manage the negotiation. William Vans had not been so 
fortunate in his suit before the Tribunal of Commerce, he had 
only recovered on the 2nd Thermidore, (20th July) and 16th 
Fructidore, year 9, (2nd Sept. 1801) two judgments which con- 
demned Richard Codman to restore the 5,000 francs of provis- 
ional debt, and in case of refusal, authorised him the said Vans 
to purchase them on the exchange at Paris at the cost of the said 
Richard Codman. As for the restitution of the 32000 francs of 
perpetual annuities, which had or ought to have accrued from the 
ffovernment stocks, and produce of the two houses which had 
been sold, William Vans, and Mrs. Celeste Rosalie Gouvain, 
then his wife but now divorced from him, had failed in their at- 
tempt, that is to say, by a decision on the 26th Fructidore, year 
9, (12th Sept. 1801) they became nonsuited on condition that 
Richard Codman surrendered the 73000 francs, by him received 
as the price of the said two houses, deducting however from the 
same the sums he may have paid to Mrs. Vans ; but afterwards 
a decree of the court rendered by the first section on the 2nd 
Floreal, year 10, (17th May, 1802^ in approving of the first de- 
cision, ordered also, that on said Codman not complying with it, 
they should be purchased on the exchange of Paris by tiie com- 
mercial agent, at his expense. Having in their possession these 
decisions, Messrs. Vans and Pacaud requested inscriptions on 
the property of Richard Codman in the two registry offices, 
where that property was enrolled and particularly that of Meaux, 
viz. Mr. Pacaud on the 8th Messidore, year 9, (26th June 1801,) 
by virtue of a judgment of the 2nd (20tli June) for 90,000 francs, 
and Mr. Vans on the 13th Thermidore following, (31st July 1801) 
for the sum of 30,000 francs, and Mrs. Vans by virtue of another 
judgment also of the 2nd Thermidore, (20th July 1801) for the 
sum of 50,000 francs. Whilst Messrs. Vans and Pacaud were 
soliciting these judgments by virtue of which they could make 
those attachments, Mr. Richard Codman had subscribed on the 
12th Pluviose, year 9, (Slst January 1801) before Mangais, no- 
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tai*; at Dreux, in presence of witnesses, an obligation for 110,000 
francs in favor of John Codman, his brother, who although he 
was then at Paris, was represented at Dreux by a Mr. DesvauXf 
by virtue of a power under his hand and seal^ dated the 2dtli 
Yentose (18th January ISOl) preceding. Although this power 
of John Codman's to Desvaux authorised him to accept in hi* 
name the obligation which Richard Codman was to give hia 
brother for all or part of a sum which he was debtor, by an ac« 
count settled between them, without mentioning the amount of 
that sum due from Richard Codman as stated by the account, 
nevertheless, the obligation of the 12th Pluviose (31st January 
1801) amounted to 110,000 francs, and e^peared to be for a sim-' 
ilar sum lent some time before by the said John Codman to the 
said Richard Codman to be employed in his affairs^ Mr. Rich' 
ard Codman had, besides obliging himself to pay the sum of 
1 10,000 francs, in six months, pledged for that purpose the estates 
of La Thuillerie situated in the district of Meaux, and that of Rou- 
vrey and its dependencies situated in the district of Dreux. By vir« 
tue of that obligation, Mr. John Codman requested an inscription at 
the record office of Meaux on the 25th Pluviose (11th February 
1801) and Richard Codman had by a Deed signed on the 18th 
Pluviose (Oth February) same month, executed before LiUey and 
his colleague, notaries at Paris, transferred to John Codman 
149,316 francs 67 centimes, equivalent to 151,183 francs 3 sous, 
which he declared due to him on a note of 198,000 livres, signed 
for his benefit by Mr. and Mrs. Desmoilles by deed passed before 
L. Herbert and his colleague, notaries at Paris on the 14th Plu- 
viose, year 4, (3rd February 1796,) secured by a mortgage on the 
estate of Cremille near Tours, which estate had been purchased 
by Messrs. Grandin and Delon : this transfer had been made by 
Mr. Richard Codman to discharge himself to Mr. Codman hia 
brother, of sums due the latter by account current. In the mean 
time Richard Codman had written on the 27th Pluviose (15 Feb- 
ruary 1801J same month to William Vans, and offered him in 
payment or the 206,000 francs, for which he acknowledged him* 
self his debtor, 1st. The estate of La Thuillerie, which he Talued 
at 80,000 francs, but put it at 47,000 francs, because it wiis en- 
cumbered 33,000 francs by mortgages. 2d. Tlie estate of Rouv- 
ray, near Dreux, for 1 10,000 francs. 3d, Three notes, one for 
14,000 francs, against Cutting, one for 10,000 francs against Rose, 
and another for 28,000 francs against Bromfield Sl Houghton. — 
In the same letter Mr. Richard Codman mentioned to the said 
Vans, that under every circumstance, it was impossible for him to 
pay more than five-eighths of what he owed ; but that if he ac- 
cepted his ofiers, he bound himself to fulfil them within twenty- 
four hours from the date of the said day, 27th Pluviose, 15th Feb- 
ruary, 1801.) In fine, in order to induce Mr. Vans to accept his 
proposition, the said Richard Codman observed that Peace would 
produce a fall in the value of the inscriptions, while it would cause 
a rise in real estate. Many months had elapsed, during which 
Messrs. Vans Sl Pacaud had obtained the judgments and request- 
ed the inscriptions abovementioned, when od the 19fh Brumaire, 
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year 10, (10th Noy. 1801,) Mr. Richard Codman had sold, under 
a decree, at public auction, of the Department of La Seine, the 
estate of Rouvraj, situated in the District of Dreux, being the 
very same that the said Richard Codman had pi^oposed to the 
said Mr. Vans as property free of all incumbrances or inscriptions, 
for the sum of 62,000 francs. 

Mr. Casteron who had purchased the estate, after having his 
title enrolled at the Record Office of Dreux, had notified it to all 
the creditors, and especially to Mr. Pacaud, who within the month 
of the notification had requested it should be sold at public auction. 
On the 7th Messidore, (25th June, 1802,) following, Mr. Richard 
Codman had also proceeded in the sale at Auction of the estate of 
La Thuillerie, situated in the District of Meaux, and Wm. Vans 
was the highest bidder, offering therefor the sum of 50,100 francs. 
It was this other estate^ which had been offered in payment for 
80,000 francs, and which Mr. Richard Codman had declared en- 
cumbered to the amount of 33,000 francs of secret charges. Mr. 
Vans had also enrolled his adjudication in the Record Office at 
Meaux, and had notified the same to the creditors who had mort- 
gages on the said property. None of these creditors having 
brought forward their claims, proces verbal of order had been 
opened at the Record Office of the tribunal of Meaux, on the 28th 
Frimaire, (18th December, 1802,) following, in virtue of a judg- 
ment of the 2d Frimaire, (23d Nov. 1302,) same month, at the 
request of Mr. Babut, calling himself the assignee of several of 
the subscribing creditors of said Richard Codman. On the 27th 
Messidore, (15th July, 1802,) preceding, Mr. Pacaud, one of the 
subscribing creditors of Richard Codman, bad transferred to Mr. 
John Rajjil 30,000 francs, to be taken in preference out of the 
amount of the judgment obtained by him from the tribunal of 
commerce at Paris, on the 2d Messidore, year 9, (20th June, 
1801,) which had been confirmed by those of the tribunal of ap- 
peal on the 21st Messidore, (9th July, 1801,) same month, and 
5th Vendemiaire, (26th Sept. 1801) following, viz. 16,992 francs, 
37 centimes, for the amount of the purchase made on the 'change, 
the 18th Yentose, year 10, (8th March, 1802,) 1500 francs on ac- 
count of the 30,415 francs, Government annuities, and 13,007 
francs, 63 centimes, to be deducted from the interest on said 
Government annuities, accruing from the 8th Vendemiaire, year 
9, (30th Sept. 1800.) Then on the 2d Fructidor, (19th Aug. 
1802^ following, the said Mr. Pacaud had also transposed to 
Mr. Fhillipe Dumont 17,500 francs, to be also taken by prefer- 
ence out of the amount of the said judgment, after the execution 
however, of the transfer in favor of Mr. Rayjil, for the sum of 
30,000 francs. By these two transfers Mr. Pacaud had substitu- 
ted Messrs. Rayjil 6c Dumont in all his rights, to the amount of 
the said two sums of 30,000 francs, and 17,500 francs, being the 
amount of the inscription which had been enrolled at the Regis- 
ter Office of Meaux, on the 8th Messidore, year 9, (26th June, 
1801.) 
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PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COURT OP FIRS'» 
INSTANCE. 

Mr. Babut had notified to all subscribing creditors of the open- 
ing of the proces verbal of order, summoning them to produce 
under penalty of exclusion from the order, their vouchers for their 
claims. 

Messrs. Pacaud and Vans, Mrs. Gouvain, divorced wife of the 
said Wm. Vans, Rajjil and Dumont, presented themselves ac- 
cording to the summons, and produced the vouchers of their 
claims, and demanded to be collocated among the claimants on 
the estate of La Thuillierie. Mr. John Codman also requested to 
present himself according to the summons, and produced the ob- 
ligation of 110,000 francs, of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (21st 
January, 1801,) and demanded to be collocated, according to the 
date of his inscription. 

THE aUESTION. 

At that time a debate took place respecting the legality of John 
Codman's claim. 

ARGUMENTS OF COUNSEL. 

Mr. Vans, Mrs. Gouvain, Messrs. Pacaud, Rayjil and Dumont 
maintained, that the obligation of 1 10,000 francs was fictitious, 
and had been fabricated, to defraud the real and legitimate cred- 
itors of Richard Codman ;— that in fact it had no foundation, 
because the grounds on which it was predicated, were defeated 
by the tenor of the power of attorney given by John Codman on 
the 28th Nivose, (17th Jan. 1801.) Also because the foundation 
mentioned in the power was contradicted by the expression of 
the obligation ; and therefore they demanded that the said obli- 
gation, dated the 28th Pluviose, year 9, (16th Feb. 1801,) should 
be rejected from the order, and that the inscription enrolled at 
the Record Ofiice of Meaux, on the 23d Pluviose, (11th Feb. 
1801,) same month, should be erased. Mr. John Codman, on the 
contrary, maintained that the obligation of 1 10,000 francs, made 
to him by his brother, Mr. Richard Codman, had a real and le- 
gitimate foundation, that he had made advances of money to the 
said Richard Codman at different times, which sums had been 
acknowledged in an account current settled between them some 
time previous, and that the power of attorney given on the 28th 
Nivose, (17th Jan.) to Mr. Desvaux, authorising him to accept 
the obligation, indicated sufficiently that it was out of that same 
amount, that is to say, out of the sum acknowledged to be due 
from that settlement, that the said 110,000 francs was the sum 
selected to make the ground of the said obligation, and that, 
above all, there was no contradiction between the terms of the 
obligation and those of the power of attorney, and that by all 
means the claim resulting from the said obligation ought to be 
collocated in the order. Wm. Vans, Mrs. Gouvain, and Pacaud, 
Rayjil and Dumont maintained, on the contrary, that the obliga- 
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tiOi^ for llOtjOOO firancs could have no gjpouod aiile«fl the account 
settled between them* John and Richard Codo^aQa mentioned in 
the power of attornej, was pjroduced, and should be such that 
the said sum of 110,000 firancs could arise out of It, and that the 
obligation should show that on the said Richard Codman paying 
the said sum of 110,000 francs mentioned therein, he would then 
be discharged from so much of the sum he had acknowledged 
himself to be indebted in bj the account, and that until this ac- 
count should be produced bj the said John Codman, it was to be 
doubted whether said account current ever existed, that Richard 
Codman had ever been indebted to John Codman, that the obli- 
gation had anj foundation, and that the one alleged was false, 
and consequentlj the obligation ought to be rejected from the 
order. 

INTERLOCUTORY DECREE. 

Things were in this state, when, on the 27th Prairial, year II, 
(15th June, 1803,) the tribunal of Meaux rendered a first judg- 
ment, by which, after taking the advice of the Attorney General, 
it was ordered, that Mr. John Cpdman should present the account 
current, settled and mentioned in the power of attorney of the 
28th Nivose, year 9» (17th Jan. 1801.) And considering, before 
giving a final judgment, it was necessary, in order to elucidate 
the decision of tribunal, that the account said to be settled be- 
tween John and Richard Codman, mentioned in the power of at- 
torney of the said John Codman, of the 28th Nivose, year 9, 
(17th Jan. 1801,) should be presented ; and ordered, before fur- 
ther proceeding, the account in question should be presented at 
the sitting of the 4th Messidore, (22d June, 1803,) following ;* 
and therefore the parties should adjourn to the said day, 4th Mes- 
sidore, (22d June,) following. The tribunal also declaring that 
their judgment would comprehend Richard Codman, a party 
summoned, but not appearing, (scdsie et defmllantj) and ordered 
that it should be executed as provided, notwithstanding opposition 
or appeal, in order to procure the necessary information. 

FARTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

On the day indicated by the judgment, that is to say, on the 
4th Messidore, year 11, (S^ June, 1803,) Mr. John Codman hav- 
ing refused to present the account 8ettled,t which he pretended 
to have been the ground of the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, 
year 9, (31 St. Jan. 1801,) the attorneys of the parties, having 
presented themselves at tne tribunal, and being heard, the conclu- 
sions of the attorney General were, that the appearance of dissim- 
ulation and fraud which existed in the claim of Mr. John Codman 
had acquired a new and sufficient degree of force by the refusal 

* Thtt ii in one week from the date of the deciee. 

t The account was in Boston, ao that it could not be produced — see No. SSO— 
and John Codman was dead ; so that he could not have refuted to produce it. 
He died at Boston, May 17, 1803. 
35 
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to present, according to the decision of the 27th Frairial (IStb 
June, 1803) preceding, the account, settled from which waff said 
to be derived the sole and true ground of the claim, it oaght to 
be concluded, that the claim of 110,000 francs made by Mr. John 
Godman in virtue of the obligation for monej advanced, and ex^ 
ecuted before a notary on the 12th Plnviose, (31st Jan. 1901,) 
should be rejected from the order, and the tribunal of Meaux had, 
in consequence, rendered the following judgment r 

DECREE OF THE COURT OP FIRST INSTANCE^ 

Respecting the obligation for 110,060 francs, made by Richard 
Codman in favor of John Codman, his brother, and accepted in 
the name of the latter, by Louis Desvauz, the said obligatioD 
being executed before Mangais, Public Notary at Dreux, Depart* 
ment of Eure et Loire, witnessed on the 12th Pluviose, (Slst 
Jan. 1801.) year 9 ; respecting the certified copy, by said Man- 
gais, Notary, of the power under hand and seal, given by John 
Codman to the said Louis Desvaux, dated Paris, 28th Nivose, 
(17th Jan. 1801,) year 9, for the purpose of acceptingan obligation 
of the whole or part of the sum of which Richard Codman had been 
stated to be indebted to the said John Codman, by an account 
current settled between them ; respecting a copy of the deed of 
transfer of a mortgaged claim for the sum of 150,000 francs,, 
made by the said Richard Codman to John Codman, his brother, 
to liquidate so much of the said Richard Codman*s debts due to- 
John Codman, resulting from accounts current, the said deeds of 
transfer, executed before Lilly and his colleague Notaries at 
Paris, on the 18th of the same month of Pluviose ; (6th Feb. 
1801,) respecting the letter duly recorded and wrote by Richard 
Codman to Mr. Wm. Tans, dated 27th of the same month of 
Pluviose; (15th Feb. 180],) considering that by its judgment of 
the 27 Prairial, (15th June, 1803,) last, the tribunal had ordered 
that John Codman should present within 30* days the account 
settled between him and Richard Codman, mentioned in the 
power of John Codman, dated 28 Nivose ; (17th January 1801,) 
considering, that the account current, which should have been 
the true cause of the obligation, for one hundred and ten thousand 
francs not being presented, it is to be suf^osed that it does not 
exist, and that consequently the obligation having no foundation, 
John Codman has no legitimate claim ; considering, that the non- 
existence of the account mentioned in the power of attorney, of 
the 28 Nivose, year 9. (17th January, 1801,) adds further evi- 
dence to the appearance of deceit and fraud which were already 
attached to the said obligation; appearances which were the 
cause of the order to present the account. And that it results, 
first from the power under private signature given by John Cod- 
man, to Louis Desvaux, on the 28 Nivose, year 9. (17 Januarjr^ 
1801,) authorising him to accept an obligation for all or part of 
the sums for which Richard Codman had been stated debtor to 

* It should be 8. 
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khb 8aad John Godman* by the account current, settled between 
them) not mentioning the balance due from Richard Codmauf 
that this sum being undetermined, it was impossible to deduct 
from it that of one hundred and ten thousand francs to make it 
the cause of the notarial obligation $ secondly, from the said olv 
ligation which had been accepted by Louis Desvaux, in the name 
of John Codman, by Tirtue of his power not mentioning that the 
one hundred and ten thousand A-ancsalleged tobe due, are in full, 
or only in part of the balance of the account current mentioned 
in the said power, that this obligation on the contrary expresses 
that it has no other cause than a previous loan, made by John 
Codman, to Richard Codman, to be employed, by the latter in 
his commercial affairs ; thirdly, from supposing that if John Cod' 
man had been in reality the creditor of Richard Codman his 
brother in consequence of an account settled between them, pre- 
vious to the 28 Nivose, year 9. (i7th January, 1801,) in a sum 
such as it was possible to deduct from it, that of one hundred 
and ten thousand francs, without entirely liberating Richard 
Codman, at least it ought to have been mentioned in the obliga- 
tion for one hundred and ten thousand francs, that Richard Cod- 
man would be released from so much of the balance of the ac- 
tsount, and because tlie obligation mentioning that it was caused 
by a loan, previously made by John Codman to Richard Codman, 
the latter would not have ceased to be the debtor to the full 
amount of the balance of the account current, settled between 
them ; fourthly, from Richard Codman, transferring to his brother 
John Codman, by virtue of a deed passed before Lilly, Notary at 
Paris on the 18th of the same month of Pluviose of the year 9. 
(6th February 1^1), a sum of 150,000 francs, to be deducted 
from a mortgage due from citizen Desmoille and his wife, it is 
expressed in that act of transfer, that it is made to release the 
said Richard Codman, from so much of the sum due from him 
to his brother, by account current ; which excludes the idea of an 
account settled a little before ; fifthly, because by the letter dated 
the 27th of the same month of Pluviose, (February 15, 1801,) 
Richard Codman, offers to William Vans in payment of what he 
owed him, an estate at Dreux, and that of La Thuillierie at 
Daramartin ; and represented the estate at Dreux as peifectly 
free from all encumbrances, and that of Dammartin as being en- 
cumbered to the amount, of thirty thousand francs of Inscription, 
whilst the obligation of 11,000* livres, in favor of his brother, 
was enrolled on both these estates ; all which still induces us to 
think that the obligation was not real ; considering, lastly, that 
John and Richard Codman are brothers, that they had been rep- 
resented as partners, which has not been denied by the counsel 
for John Codman, and that these double titles united to the sus- 
picions afore mentioned, authorize the idea of their assisting 
each other in an act of fraud ; 

* There appeara to be some miitake in the origins] here, 11,000 for 110,000 
fnoM.-^ TWrnfTsltfr. 
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Th« Trib«Ml 4Niy«, that ^e Mid obligalMi Ibr tl0,OM litfev 
or francs, -shall he rejecCdl fjMiii the order, m being ftilse and 
^thout grdtttid and in delVattd of tfatt k^ptiiiale creditera of tiMr 
^aid Richard Codman. 

Directs that eradicaeion shaH be naide of the [nten|itMPn re^ 
quested by the said John OodniaB> onthe^stateof La Thaillicna, 
whose amount shidl be dislribatedy aiid to that effect die keeper 
of th^ office iff record of the distriet of BfeauiE, ahaU be so or-' 
dered. 

Declares, the present judgnent ahall inclnde adso Ridhard 
Codman, a party acized, and not i^peanngy and condemna Uba 
Codman to all the costs of auit. 

APPEAL AND PROCEEDINGS THEREON. 

Messrs. Paoaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, caused this judgment 
to be made known to the attorneys of the different parties inter- 
ested. Also to Mr. John Codman, by notifications a£ the 4 Ven-^ 
demiaire, year 12, (25th September, 1803.) On the 20 Frimaire, 
(10th December 1803,) Mr. J. Codman, by a snmmons from Da* 
quiere, appealed from the two judgments of the 27 Prairxal, (15tb 
Juoe,) and 4 Niroee, (24th December,) following, 4 Messidore 
(or 2&d June^) as being nuH and incompetent and subsidiary to 
all the injuries he pretended he had suffered from the appeal of 
Messrs. Pacaud and Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain. By the summona 
of the 22d and 25 Frimaire, (12 and 15^ December, 1803,) of 
the same month, notified at the Domicil of Mr. Demilly, attorney 
at the tribunal oif the first instance, elected by the act of appeal, 
Messrs. Pacaud and Vans, and Mrs. Gourain, had anticipated 
John Codman, and had summoned him to appear at the court to 
proceed and confirm the said two judgments with costs and 
charges. By another summons of the 23 Nivose, (12th January, 
1804,) following, the said Messrs. Pacaud and Vans and Mrs« 
Gourain, had the notice reiterated to Mr. John Codman, in order 
to proceed in the said two appeals at the Domicil elected by hia 
Inscription at the record office at Meaux. Messia. Pacaud and 
Yaas, and Mrs. Gouvain, had also by a notice of the 26 Nivoae, 
(15th January, 1804,) of the same month summoned to the court 
Messrs. Richard Codman, John Rayjil and Phillip Dumont, to 
take cognizance of the summouses and denunciations, which they 
intended to make against them, relative to the appeal of the said 
John Codman, as also of the notifications they had seat him, and 
that they should then af^ar in order not to plead ignorance 
thereof, but join them in the litigation and maintain conjointly 
with them, that the said judgment, ought to be confirmed, with 
costs and charges, and in order that they should perceive that the 
arrest of judgment interposiug, should be in common with them 
to be executed according to its form and tenor. 

Mr. Phillip Dumont, after having furnished his defence to the 
summons, declared his consent that the intervening arrest should 
be declared in common with him, and intervened in the suit. By 
a memorial of the 20 Prairial, [8th June] following, he adhered 
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to ttie eonclosioiw of Messrs. Pacaud and Vaas* and Mrs. Grott- 
vain, and in conseqwence thereof, agreed to the eonfirmation of 
the Judgmeaiv which had been appealed, and had notified Mr. J. 
Oodman, of the demands against him as mentioned in the notifi- 
cation of thetl6 Nivose, year 12, (15th Januaryi 18M,) and de* 
Bianded that he siiotild be condemned to all the costs and charges. 
Mr. John RajjiU after having furnished his defence to the sum- 
mons, also declared his consent that the intervening arrest shottld 
be in common with him) and had aiso interrened in the suit and 
agreed to the conclnsions of Messrs. Pacaud and Vans, and Mrs* 
Gouvain, and had notified Mr. John Codman of the demands 
against him, and eonclvded that he should bear the costs and 
charges arising fh>m said demands. As for Richard Codman, 
likewise mentioned in the judgment in common^ he had main- 
tained first, the notice wfnch had been given him was irregular, 
that it had not been made to him personally, nor at his domicile, 
but at that of Mr. Demilly, attorney, which had not been elect* 
ed for this suit, he afterwards maintained that the disputes be- 
tween Mr. John Codman and Mrs. Gouvain were unknown to 
him, and finally he requested to be a party intervening in order 
to notify John Codman of the demand found against him, and 
that the losing party should bear all the costs and charges. 

Respecting Mr. John Codman, after having furnished the ne« 
cessary bonds required of a foreigner, for the cost and charges, to 
which he might be liable, it having been demanded by Messrs. 
Paoaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, the said security had been re- 
ceived by a decree of the 13th Floreal (2d May last,) after which 
he began his mode and ground of defence. 

ARGUMENTS OP COUNSEL. 

Respecting the mode, he mentioned first, that the debt of 1 10,- 
000 livres, acknowledged to be due to him by the obligation of the 
12th Pluviose, year 9, (31 st January 1801,) could not be critical- 
ly examined until it had been sued, and proved against it that ap- 
pearance of fraud which had caused it to be rejected from the or- 
der. To have formed the demand ad hoc^ and in the form pre- 
scribed by the principal demandants, that is to say by notice in 
his domicile, and after having tried the means of conciliation, and 
that above all, this obligation being the deed of Richard Codman 
his brother, it was indispensable that he should be called and heard, 
before it should be decided against him. Respecting the ground 
of defence, Mr. John Codman maintained that the obligation of 
the 12th Pluviose, (31st January 1801,) originated in the settle- 
ment of account mentioned in the power of attorney which he 
gave to Mr. Desvaux on the 21st Nivose, (17th January), that it 
was an error to maintain that there existed any difference be- 
tween the expressions of the obligation and those of the power of 
attorney, as the one and the other perfectly coincided. That the 
loan previously made to Richard Codman to be employed in his 
affairs, and mentioned in the obligation, was not in opposition 
with the balance due by an account settled and mentioned in the 
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power of attorney. That there was no contradiction aa it vrm 
supposed between the power of 28th Nivose, (17th Januarj^ in 
consequence of which the obUgation of the 12th Pluviose, (Slst 
January) had been executed, and the transfer made bj Richard 
Codman on the 18th same month (6th February). Mr. John 
Godman also maintained that it was without foundation, that 
Messrs* Pacaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gou?ain had agreed against him, 
that because the sum mentioned in the power of 28th Nivose, 
(17th January) was undefined, that it was precisely because that 
sum was not limited, that the amount of 110,000 francs could ea^ 
sily have been the m9tire of the obligation of the 12th Pluyiose, 
year 9, (31st January 1801), that it was equally unreasonable that 
Messrs. Pacaud & Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain had reproached him 
for not complying with the judgment of the 27th Prairial (15th 
June) by not presenting the account settled which had been the 
cause of the obligation, that he should not have refused to have 
produced the account settled, if a sufficient delay had been grant* 
ed him to send to Boston for it, where it had been carried to, and 
have it reoonveyed to i^rance ; that until he could procure it, and 
in order to put an end to all suspicions which had arisen against 
the existence of this account settled, he produced an acknowl* 
edgment of Richard Godman's, conceived m these terms i — 

Paris; 1st January, 1801. 

* In consequence of the fined settlement of all accounts made 
this day between myself and my brother John Godman of Boston* 
I acknowledge myself to be indebted to him in the sum of 948^ 
328,67 cents, which I promise to pay him or his order on demand 
with interest. Having signed three papers to the same tenor and 
effect.' Signed, R. GODMAN.'* 

That this writing, which was witnessed by Joel Barlow, and 
Robert Fulton, witnesses required by the laws of America, estab- 
lishes beyond a doubt, that Richard Godman had really acknowl- 
edged himself his debtor at a time anterior to the 18th Nivose, 
year 9, (17tb January 1801), in a sura, such that the 110,000 
francs mentioned in the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, (Slst Jan. 
following) could have been deducted from it, since the 948,328, 
were equal to about 258,000 francs. That it could not be denied 
that the acknowledgment of Mr. Richard Godman, dated Paris, 
January Ist 1801 (11th Nivose, year 9,) was neifher wrote on 
stamp paper, nor registered according to the laws of France, but 
it was supposed, that these forms could have been dispensed with 
in a transaction between two brothers, both foreigners, who were 
only temporary residents in France, that above all this acknowl- 
edgment was not presented as forming a document, whose com- 
pletion ought to be ordered by law, but merely as an evidence 
that had been asked for in order to throw more light on the sub- 
ject before the court, and to prove the legitimacy of the debt 

* Thii obligation had been sent out from Boiton to France long previously, 
for a different purpoae, and was in the hands. of Babut, in Paris. See John 
Codmans letter No. 319. 
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which had been the caasa of the obligation of the 12th PluTiofle, 
(3] 8t January). That it would be in vain for Messrs. Pacaud, 
Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain to object, that because this acknowledg- 
ment was written on common paper and in the American form, 
notbinff preventing Mr. John Codman, who had lately arrived 
from America and living with his brother at the Hotel De Ces- 
aures, and wishing to settle the account of the sums which he had 
lent or advanced to him, from^ making use of the first paper that 
came to hand to state the amount that Richard was indebted to 
him ; that thej were more indifferent about the quality of the pa- 
per they made use of, as Richard Codman proposed to substitute 
in favor of John Codman an authentic engagement conformable 
to the French forms, which intention was executed on the 12th 
Pluviose, (31st January) before Mangais, notary at Dreux, and 
on the 18th (6th February) before Lilly, notary at Paris. Mr. 
John Codman also maintained, that the obligation could not be 
scrutinized, because it did not say that it was the result of the ac- 
count mentioned in the power, and that Richard Codman on pay- 
ing the 11 0,000 francs, inserted therein, should be released from 
so much of the sum that he had acknowledged himself debtor in 
the account settled mentioned in the power, because John Cod- 
man agreed to this inference. He also maintained, that they 
could not allege against him the letter wrote on the 27th Pluviose, 
year 9, (15th February 1801) by Richard Codman, in which he 
offered Mr. Vans in payment of the sum he owed him, the estate 
at Dreux, as perfectly unincumbered, and that of La Thuillerie 
as being encumbered only to the amount of 33,000 francs, al- 
though both estates had been pledged in the obligation for the 
amount of 110,000 francs, and that inscriptions had been demand- 
ed on both these estates on the 12th and 23d Pluviose, (31st Jan- 
uary, and 11th February) Mr. John Codman finished his defence 
by observing that Messrs. Pacaud 6l Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain had 
erroneously concluded because he was brother to Richard Cod- 
man his debtor, and that they had been represented, before the 
judges at Meaux, as copartners without the assertion being de- 
nied, and that the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st 
January 1801), was merely the result of accommodation, and had 
no real or legitimate foundation, that moreover, it was not cor- 
rect to say, that the copartnership which had previously existed 
between John &, Richard Codman, was still subsisting at the time 
of the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st January 1801) 
that it was on the contrary stated in, and proved by the public pa- 
pers, and particularly, by the American journal, called the Colum- 
bian Centinel, that tLis copartnership had ceased in the month of 
May, 1798. 

Messrs. Pacaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, responded to John 
and Richard Codman ; they maintained the correctness of the 
judgments of the tribunal at Meaux, which were the cause of the 
appeal, and that in consequence of the reasons mentioned in the 
following conclusions. 
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CoBclutioni* ofthe EmpUm. 

1. CONCLUSIONS OF JOHN CODMAN. 

The conclusions of Mr. John Codman tended, that it w«fald 
please the court in consequence of the appeal interjected bj the 
said John Codman from the judgments of the tribunal of Meauz, 
on the 27th Prairial and 4th Messidore, year II, (15th June, and 
22d June, 1803), considering that the obligation, for 110,000 
francs, subscribed bj Richard Codman on the 12th Pluviose, year 
9,(3l8t Jan. 1801) as aforesaid, was an authentic document, passed 
before a notary and witnesses, and under those circumstances, 
even in the opinion of the first judges, was susceptible of receiv- 
ing its full and entire execution ; considering, that there never 
existed any accusation of fraud, nor even anj assertion of pretend- 
ed nullity against the said obligation, therefore nothing could im- 
pede its execution ; considering further, that annuities are not de- 
stroyed by obligations, and that the law expresses itself thus, that 
no evidence shall be received from witnesses contrary to what is 
contained in the acts, nor what shall have been previously said be- 
fore the acts could be alleged against what the acts contained, 
nor examine what has been done during or since ; considering, 
also, that the fraud was not to be presumed, and considering in 
fine, that the account settled on the 1st January, 1801, or (11m- 
vose, year 9,) was produced, and that it was equal to a sum of 
250,000 livres ; consequently the causes of the obligation and the 
transfer of the 12 and 16 Pluviose, year 9, (31st January, and 6 
February 1801) were fully justified, that the appeal should be an- 
nulled, and that the said John Codman should be acquitted of the 
sentence pronounced against him by the judgments mentioned in 
the appeal, doing justice to the principal, which the judges ought 
to have done, that Mr. Pacaud and all other creditors who were 
lawfully inscribed against Mr. Richard Codman, should be declar- 
ed purely and simply inadmissible, in their demands and conclu- 
sions, to reject him from the order and distribution of the value of 
the property of Richard Codman, sold by order of the tribunal of 
Meaux, on account of the obligation for 110,000 francs, and that 
the Inscription requested by the exponent in consequence of the 
said debt should be erased, but that the amount of it should come 
out of the amount of the distribution; and that Messrs. Pacaud 
and Mr. and Mrs. Vans should be condemned to all the costs and 
charges, not only on account of the principal, but also of the ap- 
peal and demands, for all which the said John Codman should be 
reimbursed in the amount of his claim. Pronouncing also, on 
the intervention of Messrs. Rayjil and Dumont, that they should 
be declared, purely and simply inadmissible in their demand, and 
that they should be rejected : that those of Messrs. Pacaud and 
Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, should be also declared inadmissible and 
be rejected, that an act should be given to John Codman, of his 
summonses and accusations, and that Mr. Rayjil, Mr. Dumont, 
Mr. Vans and Mrs. Gouvain, should be sentenced to all the costs 

*^ Writtrn Htatements of points made. 



HiAehariMi oaniAd b^r th«it. intenreftticm and demuMbi mbkii 
ehaflge^ John Godman ahould use in defrajiiig ths pr0«iieuti»n>of 
lu»olaiai-4 

3l conclusions OF PACAUD A VANS. 

The conclusions of Sfessrs. Pacaud; Vansand Mrs. Oouvain, 
were, that it should please the court, considering all that touched 
the appeal interjected by John Codmau, against the judgments 
of the tribunal at Meauz, on the 27th Frairial and 4 Messidore, 
year 11, (15th June and 22d of June 1803), considering, firstly, 
that John Codman, had constantly represented himself during the 
suit between them, Mr. Carteron ana the said John Codman be- 
fore the tribunal of Dreuz, and this court, as a person not only in- 
different to the payment of the 110,000 fl-ancs, amount of the obli- 
gation that Richard Codman had subscribed in his favor on the 
12th Plunose, year 9, (3:1st January 1801), but even as interest- 
ed that this sum should not be wholly discharged ; considering, 
secondly, that he had united all his efforts to those of Mr. Carter- 
on, purchaser of the estate Rouvray, and its dependencies, in or- 
der to keep in the possession of the latter that important proper- 
ty for the sum of 62,000 francs; when at auction it would have 
brought a greater price, and that he had maintained at the sitiinc 
of the judges of I>reux, that the highest bid was inadmissible and 
ought to l^ declared null ; considering, thirdly, that he had united 
all his efforts to those of Mr. Carteron, to cause to be annulled 
the judgment of the tribunal of Dreux, on the 20th Fructidor, (6th 
September,) which had adjudged to Mr. Swedeaux, for a sum of 
80,000 francs, the said real estate, which Mr. Carteron had pur- 
chased for 62,000 francs, and that he had by his memorial on the 
15 Floreal (4th Hay) last, requested an act of his adhering to the 
conclusions of Mr. Carteron, and had thus concluded against him- 
self, as he had done before the first judges, in order that the judcr- 
ment of the 20 Fructidor (6th September) might be declared void, 
and that Mr. Carteron should be maintained as the sole owner of 
the estate ofKouvray, for the sum of 62,000 francs ; considering, 
fourthly, that if John Codman had been really the creditor of 
Richard Codman his brother in the sum of 110,000 francs, men- 
tioned in the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st Janua- 
ry, 1801,) he would have had the greatest desire that the estates 
of Rourray, and its dependencies, should have brought the price 
nearest to his claim of 1 10,000 francs, because his Inscription at 
the record ofilce of Dreux, gave him the first right among the 
creditors inscribed on the value of the estate, therefore the more 
it brought, the less he would have lost of the amount of his debt, 
from all which it appears, that all his wishes and efforts have tend- 
ed to reduce the price, was because he did not attach any impor- 
tance to his claim, and furthermore because he did not consider 
himself a creditor of Richard Codman his brother, for the said 
sum of 1 10,000 francs ; considering, fifthly, that at the time of the 
distribution of the price, of the estate of Routray and its depen- 
dency, by the tribunal of Dreux, amounting to ^,000 francs, by 
36 
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the increase of interest, John Codman did not dare to present 
himself and claim the sum of 89,000 francs which would have 
been paid him entire, had he been in reality the creditor of Rich' 
ard his brother to the amount of the obligation of the 12th PIu« 
▼iose, year 9, (31st January, 1801.) Considering, sixthly, that 
John Codman ought to hare been the most solicitous to produce 
his claim in the order opened before the tribunal of Dreux, that 
in the first place he had been informed by the summons sent him 
by Mr. Pacaud, one of the parties interested, that if he did not 

E reduce his documents within the thirty days allowed by the law^ 
e would be rejected from the order, and that the distribution 
would be made amongst the enrolled creditors of the said Rich- 
ard Codman his brother : and by the other, that ha7ing no special 
attachment but on the estate of Rourray, and that of La Thuil- 
lierie, it was evident that his refusal to produce himself the said 
documents would necessarily cause the loss of his debt since he 
could scarcely expect to be collocated for 12,000 francs, on the 
amount of the latter ; considering, seventhly, that John Codman, 
after having appealed from the judgment of order, rendered by 
the tribunal of Dreux on the 13th Friraaire, (3d December) last, 
did not insist that it should be invalidated, but had confined him- 
self on the contrary to maintaining in the memorial which he had 
made in consequence of this appeal on the 9 PrairiaU (28th May) 
last that the judgment was void, and incompetently rendered, that 
they ought not to trouble themselves about the validity of hi» 
claim ; considering, eighthly, that if John Codman had been in re- 
ality the true and legitimate claimant of the 1 10,000 francs, men- 
tioned in the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st January 
1801 ) his interest would have led him to have solicited his collo- 
cation in the order, and would not have confined him to scrutiniz- 
ing the competency of the tribunal of Dreux, which had already 
pronounced on him and Carteron, by a solemn decree rendered 
at the 3d section of court on the 19th Floreal last, (8th May.) — 
Considering, ninthly, That it appeared from all these circumstan- 
ces that Mr. John Codman had notoriously avowed that he had 
no interest, not only in the augmentation of the value of the es- 
tate of Rouvray and its dependency, but even in its distribution ; 
and that consequently he could not be a creditor of the 110,000 
francs, mentioned in the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, 
(31st January 1801) that this obligation never had any real ground, 
that Richard Codman had subscribed it in his favor only to cheat 
his lawful creditors, and had in consequence acknowledged that 
the tribunal of Meaux, had rendered strict justice to all parties, 
— and demanded that the claim of 110,000 francs, should be re- 
jected from the order, and that the said John Codman should be 
merely and simply inadmissible in his appeal against the said 
judgments rendered by the tribunal of Meaux, of the 27th Prairi- 
al, and 4th Messidore, year 11, (15th June, and 22d June 1803) 
and to condemn the said Codman to pay the fine and all other 
costs and charges, and in case the court should object, and would 
not determine by the mode of inadmissibility in that case and suh- 
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aidiaiy only, and because in supreme courts, aU the means of de* 
fence should be produced, considering the appeal by the said 
John Codman of the said judgments of the 27th Prairial and 4th 
Messidore, year 11, (15tn June, and 22d June.) Considering, 
first, that the obligation subscribed by Richard Codman on the 
12th Pluviose, jear 9, (31st June 1801) before Mangais, notary at 
Dreux, in favor of Mr. John Codman, expressed that the sum of 
1 10,000 francs, therein mentioned, was the result of a loan pre* 
▼iously made by John Codman to the said Richard Codman, to 
be employed in his affairs, and that the power given by the said 
Mr. John Codman on the 28th Nivose (17th January) precedingi 
to Louis Desvaux, dwelling at Dreux, gave him the power only 
to accept the obligation of Richard Codman for all or in part of 
the sum for which he had been stated to be debtor by account set*- 
tied between them, measures which contradicted each other, and 
destroyed all at once, both the idea of a loan, and that of an ac- 
count settled, considering, secondly, that even in the system of 
John Codman, that is to say, in supposing the existence of an ac- 
count settled between him and Richard his brother, the obligation 
had no force unless the account settled could shew a sum at least 
equal to that of 110,000 francs it ought to be inferred from the 
silence of the power of John Codman on the sum in which Rich- 
ard Codman was his debtor, that this sum was not necessarily 
such that the 110,000 francs, amount of the obligation, of the 12th 
Pluviose, year 9, (31st January 1801) could be deducted from it ; 
considering, thirdly, that the obligation being necessarily connect- 
ed with the account settled between John and Richard Codman, 
it ought to be supposed it was without foundation, as the account 
was not proved ; considering, fourthly, that supposing the balance 
due by the account settled was sufficient to deduct from it the 
110,000 francs, which John Codman wished to make the subject 
of the obligation, for what was due to him by the said account set- 
tled, he not only ought to have mentioned the amount in his pt>w- 
er, but should have said, that Richard Codman on paying the 
amount of the obligation, should be released from so much of the 
balance of the account current, et vice versa^ from which it results 
that since he was silent on the subject he attached no importance 
to the fulfilment of the obligation, or otherwise that his accepting 
the obligation was merely an act of accommodation ; considering, 
fifthly, that if on his part, Richard Codman had really been debt- 
or to John in such a sum that it allowed of a deduction of 110,000 
livres, he would have insisted, that as he alone was the author of 
the obligation, that on paying the same he should be released, 
from so much ; and above all, he would not have presented a loan 
previously made, which necessarily exposed him to pay, at the 
same time, the amount of the balance due by the account settled, 
and the amount of the obligation ; considering, sixthly, that it was 
so unlikely that there ever existed an account settled between 
John and Richard Codman, which made the latter debtor, in a 
sum such that 110,000 livres could be deducted from it, that an 
act was passed before Lilly, notary, on the 18 Pluviose, (6th Feb- 
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nmi^,) fbdt is'to mBy.Htx dajra after RiehMrd "CodiMti'hadtiisd^ 
ffrer to John Codttian ldO;000 tivre», to release 'hifkfidf of vliaf 
he oired by aecoant current, from whidh it is fitfenred,tbrat at' that 
tkne, the 18 Pkiviose, (6th Febraory,) there had never been mnj 
account settled between the two brothers 'Codmans, and cevM^ 
qudHtly it was an imposition to' pretend that theoMigatHni was de* 
rived from an account settled ; considering, aeventhlj^thatHicb* 
ard Codman knew himself so little the debtor of his brother John, 
in the -sum of 110,00(^ Hvres, mentioned in the obligiitionvthal 
even on the 27th Pluviose, (ISthl^ebmarf,) and after the inserip* 
tions, requested in the name of John Codman, on the estatea 
which appear to be pledged for the pajnneot of that demand, and 
whii^h vrere enroll^ in the record offices of Dreux and Meam, 
he offered Mr. Vans, one of the said creditors, the said real e»- 
tates in payment, viz. that situated at Dreaz, as being freefhini 
all incumbrances, and that c^f Meauz, as being encumbered only 
to the amount of 3,300 fhincs, of inscription, among which In-* 
scriptions, it was well understood, that that of 110,000 fWincs, re- 
quested by John Codman, did not appear; considering, ei^thly, 
that John and Hichard Codman are brothers, that besides they 
had been partners in a general concern, of which general concern, 
John was for a long time the head in Boston, as Richard was of 
that in France, which has never been denied, and is moreover 
proved, by the public papers, and the biUs of exchange, drawn 'by 
the said John and Richard Codman, when one or the crther had 
occasion to do so, consequently all the transactions that have been 
carried on in Paris, by Richard Codman, whether with Vans or 
Pacaud, two of the aforementioned creditors, they were neoessa* 
rily in common between John and Richard Codman, and that in 
supposing Richard could really have been the debtor to John, in 
consequence of advances or capital he had furnished, he could 
never be reimbursed until all creditors of the firm were paid ; — 
considering, ninthly, that the supposed account settled, of ^hich 
John Codman pretended to avail himself, mentioned in hismemo- 
rialofthe 17 Thcrmidore, year 12, (30th July, 1804,) to havie 
been procured within a short time, had not been presented to the 
tribunal of Meaux, in conformity to the judgment of the 27th Prai- 
rial, year 11, (IGth June, 1803,) and that it was without reason he 
made it the cause of his justification, that it was not executed in 
'due form, and was abundantly suspicious of being iabricated fbr 
the occasion ; considering, also, that far f¥om establishing the na« 
ture of the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st January, 
1801,) it does on the contrary demonstrate that it could not have 
been the ground of this obligation ; considering in fine, that this 
pretended settlement of account is nothing more than an acknowl- 
edgment to pay to the order of John Codman, which could not 
have been the ground of the obligation, unless said acknowledg- 
ment had been destroyed, fW>ra all which it results that since it 
still existed independently of the obligation, it could not have been 
the cause of it ; that the appeal should therefore be annulled, that 
the two judgmems from -which the scppeal* wvs wade, should hsrre 



their full and eutife^eifect, and tbst the vpprilanto should be con« 
demned to the fine and costs, and charges, of the said appeal and 
demands ; that respecting the demands made by the interested 
parties, against Mr. Richard 'Codman, mentioned in their sum- 
monses, of the 20th Nt^se, (15th January) last, they concluded, 
first, that in consequence of a summons sent on the 22d and 23d 
Ventose, year 9th, (12th and 13th March, 1801,) by Coqnillard, 
constable (Huissier,) to Mr. Pacaud, one of the parties concent 
edfUfr. Richard had formedy declared that he chose his domicile 
at Mr. Demilly's, Attorney, Rue de Coegheron, requesting that 
all summonses and notifications should be left at that domicile, 
or they would be void if left at any other place ; secondly, that 
by another summons left on the 8th Thermidore, year 9, (26th 
July, 1801,)'by the said Coquillard, which summons was signed 
by the said Richard Codman, the latter declared, that although 
he lived at the'Hotel de Nord, situated in the Rue de La Loie, he 
had elected his domicile, at the house of the said Demilly, attor* 
ney. Rue de Coegheron, No. 416, and requested that until he 
should change his domicile, all notifications, &c. of whatever na* 
ture they might be, that he should have at any ftiture time from 
!Mrs.'6ouvatn and Mr. Vans, should be left there; thirdly, by an- 
other summons made by the said Coquillard, constable, dated 29th 
Prairial, year 9, (17th June, 1801,)" the said Richard Codman 
had again signified to the said Mr. jPacaud, that he continued to 
choose his domicile at the said Mr. Demilly's in consequence of 
business existing between them ; fourthly, by another summons 
by the said Coquillard, dated the 10th Messidore, foUowing, (28th 
June, 1801,) the said Richard Codman though describing himself 
as residing m Boston, in the United States of America, continued 
to elect and indicate his domicile at Mr. Demilly's, that without 
taking into consideration the conclusions and demands of the said 
Richard Codman, or the means of annulling, proposed by him of 
the decision, that they should be declared merely and simply in- 
admissible and be rejected firom the order; that an act should be 
given to the parties interested of their summons and denuncia- 
tions and that the intervening arrest should be declared in com- 
mon with the said Richard Codman, to be executed on him, ac- 
cording to its form and tenor. That respecting also the demand 
made by the party interested, against Mr. John Rayjil and Phil- 
lipe Dumont, an act of summonses and denunciations should be 
given to them, and that the intervening arrest should be equally 
declared in common with them to be executed according to its 
form and tenor, and to condemn the said John Codman, not only 
to all the costs and charges for the summonses, denunciations, 
and counter-summonses, but those of the 13th Floreal, year 12, 
(2d May, 1804,) notified to Peter Benoit Rabat, Bail, indictum 
iohe : which costs the interested be authorized to make use of for 
expenses incurred in their claims and to reimburse with the same, 
Mr. Martin Danzay, their Joint attorney for the sums advanced by 
him. 
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3. CONCLUSIONS OF RAYJIL. 

The Conclusions of Mr. Rayjil, were, that it would please the 
court, in compliance with the demand of Messrs. Pacaud, Vantf 
and Mrs. Gouvain and Mr. John Codman, respecting the appeal 
interjected by the latter from the judgments of the tribunal of 
Meaux, on the 27th Prairial, (15th June,) and *14th Messidore, 
year 11, if22d June, 1803,) that an act should be given to the said 
Rayjil or his adhering to the conclusions of the said Pacaud, 
Vans and Mrs. Gouvain, in consequence of the appeal made by 
John Codman; because^ firstly, the obligation subscribed by 
Richard Codman, before Mangais, notary at Dreux, on the 12th 
Pluviose, year 9, (31st January, 1801,) had its foundation in a 
loan formerly made by Mn John Codman to his brother, of the wim 
of 1 10,000 livres, that nevertheless, the power given by Mr. John 
Codman, to Louis Desvaux, to enable him to accept the said obli- 
gation, not mentioning that the said sum of 110,000 francs, was 
a loan that ought to have been the cause of this obligation, but 
only that there existed an account, in virtue of which, Richard 
Codman was debtor in an undefined sum, which was to be the 
ground of the obligation ; because, secondly, the contradiction 
which existed between the power and the obligation, destroyed 
all idea of a deposit previously made by John and Richard Cod- 
man, and consequently IcA the obligation without a real founda- 
tion; because, thirdly, if the intention of John and Richard Cod- 
man, his brother, had been to draw from the sum of which the 
latter had been ascertained his debtor by the pretended account 
settled, so as to make it the matter of the obligation of the 12th 
Pluviose, year 9, (31 st January, 1801,) not only John Codman 
would have mentioned it in his power, what the sum was, due to 
him by the pretended account settled, but would have expressed 
that on paying the amount of the said obligation, Richard Cod- 
man, would be liberated from so much of the balance of said ac- 
count ; because, fourthly, if on his part Mr. Richard Codman, had 
been really the debtor of his brother, in the sum which admitted 
of deducting from it that of 110,000 livres, Richard Codman 
would not certainly have failed to have mentioned it in the obli- 
gation as an express clause, that by paying the same, he should 
be liberated, from so much of the pretended account instead of 
availing himself of the pretext of a loan made for his affairs, 
which exposed him to pay the same sum twice ; because, fifthly, 
it is demonstrated by an act passed before Lilly, notary at Paris, 
on the 18th Pluviose, year 9, (6th February, 1801,) that there had 
never existed any account settled between the two brothers,and that 
on the contrary, Richard made to John a transfer of a sum of 
150,000 livres, to liberate himself from what he owed John, by 
account current ; because, sixthly, if John Codman, had been in 
reality a creditor of Richard Codman his brother, in consequence 
of an account settled, mentioned in the power of the 28th Nivose, 
year 9, (17th January, 1801,) he would have complied with the 

* An error in the original, it ehould be 4th Metstdore. 
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jiidgmentB of the 27th Prairial, year II, (16th June, 1803,) which 
required him to present that account settled, and would not have 
exposed himself to see his debt rejected, from the order of the 
price of the estate La Thuillehe ; because, seventhly, the docu- 
ment which is presented on this day, dated January 1st, 1801, 
was a mere rag, (chiffon) without form, and deserving no kind of 
credit, that it was not written on stamped paper, nor registered, 
and had been fabricated for the occasion, since the judgments 
had been appealed ; that besides it was not the account settled 
which had been ordered to be produced by the tribunal of Meauz, 
that in the state in which it was, it did not prove that Richard 
Codman meant that the $48,328 should form the ground of the 
obligation, of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (3l8t January, 1801,) 
that on the contrary, it did not apply to that obligation, since it 
still was in full force ; because, eighthly, John Codman was so 
far from being a creditor of his brother, that he had been the first 
to demand the annulling of the order of sale by adjudication on 
the 20th Fructidor, (6th September) which valued the estate of 
Rouvray at 18,000 francs above the price offered by Carteron, in 
adhering to the conclusion of the latter, and maintaining by plead- 
ing the nighest bid, which had been offered as mentioned in the 
said judgment, was not admissible, and was void, and insisted 
that Mr. Carteron should remain proprietor of the estate of 
Rouvray for 62,000 francs ; because, ninthly, if John Codman 
had been in reahty creditor of his brother to the amount of 110,- 
000 francs, mentioned in the above obligation, it would have been 
to his interest, that the estate in question, should have been sold 
for the highest price, so as to pay himself, and secure his debt 
with the greater ease from the amount of his inscription at the 
record office of Dreuz. That in fine, having made the greatest 
efforts to reduce to 62,000 francs, the price which by the highest 
bid would have amounted to 80,000, Mr. John Codman had prov- 
ed that he did not attach any importance to his claim, or rather 
that he was not a creditor ; because, tenthly, that at the time of 
the distribution of the estate of Rouvray, amounting to 89,000 
francs, by the increase of interest, John Codman had not dared to 
come forward and claim the sum, which he necessarily would 
have received entire if he had been really the creditor of Richard 
his brother; because, eleventhly, that his interest would have in- 
duced him, if he had been the creditor of his brother, to request 
his collocation in the order for the sum of 11 0,000 francs, amount 
of the obligation, instead of contenting himself with scrutinizing 
the competency of the tribunal of Dreux ; because, twelflhly, that 
it resulted from all these circumstances, that John Codman, had 
neither an interest in the increase of the price of the estate of 
Rouvray, nor in its distribution, that he was not a creditor of the 
110,000 francs, mentioned in the obligation of the I2th Pluviose, 
year 9, (31st January, 1801,) that it was without foundation, and 
that Richard Codman had subscribed it to his brother merely to 
cheat his creditors, as was found to be the case by the tribunal of 
Meauz, by their judgment on the 27th Prairial and 4th Messi- 
dore, year 11, (15 June and 22d June, 1803,) from which judg- 
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maiits Jokn Codman was appdlant ; that the appeal •faoold he 
annulled, and that it be ordered, that the motive of the appeal 
have its inll and entire effect; that an aet should be given to Mr* 
Rayjil of bis summonses and denunciaitions, and that the said 
John Codman should be condemned to the eosts and charges 
oaused' by the appeal, demands, interventions, summonses^ de- 
nunciations, and countersummonses, which Mr Rajjil should be 
authorised to use in defrajiog the prosecution of hi» clauui and 
pay to Mr. Pepin NortonviUe who had advanced the i 



4. CONCLUSIONS OP DUMONT. 

The conclusions of Mr. Dumont were, that it would please the 
court that in justice to the demand made by Messrs. Pacaud, 
Tans, and Mrs. Gouvain, in the intervening appeal of Mr. John 
Codman, from the judgments of the first instance of Meaux on 
the 27thPrairial and 4th Messidore, year 11, (15tb and 22nd 
June, 1803,) that an act should be given to the said Dumont of 
his adhering to the conclusions of Messrs. Pacaud, Vans, and 
Mrs. Gouvain, consequently in doing justice to the appeal of the 
said Mr. John Codman, considering first, that Mr. Richard Codman 
produced for the ground of the obligation subscribed by him in 
favor of his brother John. Codman by an act passed before Man- 
gais, notary at Dreux on the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31st Janua- 
ry, 1801,) a loan previouisly made to him by his brother ; consid* 
ering, secondly, that this latter, (John Codman) by the power he 
had given, for the purpose of accepting this obligation, mentioned 
on the contrary that there existed an account between him and 
Richard Codman from which it resulted that the latter remained 
the debtor of the former in an undeterminate sum, which was to 
be the ground of the obligation to be subscribed ; considering* 
thirdly, that all idea of a loan previously made by John to Rich- 
ard Codman was totaUy destroyed by the contrariety existing be- 
tween the obligation and the power ; considering, fourthly, that 
in supposing in Messrs. John & Richard Codman, the intention 
to draw from the sum of which Richard Codman was stated to be 
debtor by the pretended account settled, so as to make it the 
ground of the obligation, it would have been necessary that in the 
power given by John Codman, the amount of this pretended ac- 
count should have been mentioned ; and it would also have been 
necessary to mention in the obligation as its ground, this clause : 
that on John Codman being paid the amount of the obligation, 
Richard Codman should be liberated from so much due by him 
in the pretended account ; considering, fifthly, that it was so un- 
likely, that there existed any account between them, the two 
brothers, that an act was passed, before Lilly and his colleague, 
notaries at Paris on the 18th Pluviose, year 9, (6th February, 
1801,) six days after the obligation, stating a transfer made by 
Richard Codman to his brother John Cndroan of tlie sum of 
150,000 francs, to release himself from what he owed the said 
John Codmnn by account current; considering, sixthly, that 
Messrs. John Codman and Richard Codman were brothers, that 
they had been copartners, that all the transactioas made by one 



and the other, vrere iq eommQ^ for t\u» reason, it cou)4 not be 
aupposed that John Cpdman ^ad beppme the creditor of Richurd 
iCodman; considering, seyenthly, that John Codman would have 
conformed to the iudgments or the 27th i^rairiEd, vear 1], (15^h 
June, lSpi),j ^hich directed that be should produce the account 
settled) if he l^ad really been the creditor of Kichard Codman his 
brother, he w,oul(^ pot bjr his disobedience to the court have in- 
curred the risk of being 'rejected from the order of the estate of 
La Thuillefie ; considering; eighthlj, that the document which 
John Codman produped on this clay, dated (Ist January, 1801,) 
was neither stafxyped por enrolled^ had been fabricated for the oc- 
casion, and after the judgmeift which was appealed, that above 
all it ^o^s i^Qt prove the ground of the obligation, but on the con- 
trary was po assistance to it ; that so far from deducting from the 
48,^28 dollars to malce it the ground .9f the obligation, this mass 
of dollars was still entire ^ considering, ninthly, that the claim of 
John Codmafi was sp far frop bping real, that l^e had been the 
first to request the annulling pf the decision of adjudication, 
whjcli raised the price to 18,(X)0 francs ^bove the first sale, and 
made a smaller loss on his claim, and that he had adhered to the 
copclusipn of Mr. Carteron, aujd pleaded that the highest bid 
should be vpidi and that barter9h ought to remain the pro- 
prietpi- for 62,000 francs ; considering, tenthly, that at the time 
of tl^e distribution of the estate of Rouvray, which amounted to 
89,000 francs, by the increase of interest, Mr. John Codman did 
not dare to claipa that sum whi<^h he wojuld of course have obtain- 
ed entire, if h^s obligation h^d l^een true as it ^as false ; consid- 
ering, eleventhly, thnt he would certainly have demanded to be 
collocated in the order for the sum of 1 10,000 francs, if he had 
really been t^e creditor of Richard Codman his brother, and that 
he, Mr. John Codman, would not have contented himself in ar- 
guing a pretext of incompetency of the tribunal of Dreux ; con- 
sidering, twelflhly, and lastly, that the conduct of Mr. John Cod- 
man not only at the tribunal of Dreux, but at that of appeal had 
proved, that be had no interest in the augmentation of the price 
of the estate of Rouvray nor in its distribution, and that conse- 
quently he was not a real creditor of the sum of ] 10,000 francs, 
mentioned in the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (3l8t 
January, 1801,) that tins obligation had no foundation, and ought 
to be rejected ; that the appeal should be declared void, that 
what was the cause of the appeal should have its full and entire 
etfect, that an act should be given to the said Dumont of his sum- 
mons, denanciations, and counter summonses, that the said John 
Codman should be condemned to pay the expenses of the costs of 
appeal and demands, summonses, denunciations and interven- 
tions ; that the said Dumont should be authorised to employ the 
same in the prosecution of his claim, and pay it over to Mr. Hardi 
de Juines, attorney, who had advanced the same. 
37 
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6. CONCLUSIONS OF RICHARD CODMAN. 

The conclusions of Mr. Richard Codman, were, that it shoald 
please the court, that in justice to Messrs. Pacaud, Vans, and 
Mrs. Gouvain, without taking into consideration their conclu- 
sions, and demands, they should be declared inadmissible, and be 
rejected ; because the said demands in conformity with the ex- 
pressions of the third article of the second title of ordinance of 
1767, ought to have been made to his person or* domicile, or 
otherwise be annulled ; having been made at a pretended domi- 
cile ought to be radically void, that the said demand made in the 
summons on the said 6th Nivose, year 12, (26th December, 1803,) 
should also be declared null and void, subsidiary only because 
supreme courts could decide upon all points ; and that the dis- 
putes between John Codman and the said Pacaud, and Vans, and 
nis wife dicl not concern Richard Codman, that consequently the 
demand hazarded against the latter was without foundation, and 
they ought to be nonsuited ; that besides, the mischievous litiga- 
tion brought forward by Pacaud, Vans and Mrs. Gouvain, againut 
John Codman rendered it the more destitute of foundation ; that 
the demands of the said Pacaud, Vans and Mrs. Gouvain, should 
be declared purely and simply inadmissible, and in all cases they 
should be rejected ; that furthermore, if necessary Richard Cod- 
man should be received as a party intervening in the private dis- 
putes brought before the court, between John Codman and the 
said Messrs. Pacaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, relative to the 
appeal made by the said John Codman from the judgments of 
the tribunal of Meaux on the 27th Prairial and 4th Messidore, 
year II, (I5th and 22nd June 1803); that an act should he given 
to Richard Codman of his summonses, and denunciations ; that 
Messrs. Pacaud, Vans, and Mrs. Gouvain, and Mr. John Cod- 
man or he or they who might be nonsuited, should be condemned 
to all the costs and charges, that may be incurred by all the par- 
ties, demandant or defendant, and of the summonses, denuncia- 
tions, and counter summonses; as also to acquit, secure, and in- 
demnify the said Richard Codman for those to which he might 
be condemned, the amount of which should be paid to Mr. Boul- 
lard who has advanced the same. 

POINT OF RIGHT. [Point de DraiLy 

It was to be ascertained firf^t, if an obligation for 110,000 
francs, subscribed by Richard Codman, in favor of John Codman 
his brother, on the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (dlst January 1801,) 
ought to be rejected as false, and made without cause, when on 
one side Richard Codman announced in the act that the cause 
resulted from a loan which had been previously made to him, to 
be employed in his affairs, and on the other that John Codman 
in the power which he had given on the 28th Nivose, (17th Jan- 
uary) preceding to accept that obligation, had expressed on the 
contrary, that the said obligation had for cause, the whole or part 

* Queitions for the consideration of the Court 
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of an indefinite sum, of which Riefaard, Codman had acknowl- 
edged himself debtor bj an account settled between them. 

Secondly, if it was possible to admit of tlie existence of this 
account settled, which John Codman mentioned in his power, 
when it had been acknowledged by John & Richard Codman, in 
an act six days posterior, that the account was still current. 

Thirdly, If the account settled, mentioned in the power of the 
S8th Nivose, 17 January, was not presented, although a judg* 
ment of the 27th Prairial, year 11, (15 June, 1803,) directed that 
it should be so, it was to bo inferred that it did not exist. 

Fourthly, If in supposing the existence of the account settled, 
it was not sufficient that the sum which should have been ac- 
knowledged to be due, was undefined, to conclude that it was not 
possible to deduct from it a sufficiency to make it the object of the 
obligation for 1 10,000 livres. 

Fifthly, If in supposing even the possibility of deducting the 
sura of 110,000 francs, from the amount of the account settled 
mentioned in the power, ought not the obligation to have men- 
tioned that on Richard Codman paying 110,000 francs, he would 
be liberated from so much ; and if the silence of the obligation on 
that point ought not to authorise the belief that the deduction 
had not been made ; consequently that the obligation never had 
the cause which John Codman seemed to be willing to give it. 

Sixthly, If the tardy declaration made by John Codman, that 
the sum for which Richard Codman, had acknowledged himself 
his debtor by the account settled, amounting to $48,328 answered 
the same purpose us the presentation of the account settled, 
which had been demanded by the judgment of 27th Prairial, year 
11, (16th June, 1803.) 

Seventhly, If the obligation of the 12th Pluviose, year 9, (31 st 
January, 1801,) ought not to have been rejected from the order 
of the price of the estate La Thuillerie, opened before the tribu- 
nal of Meaux, had been fabricated and made without cause, in 
defraud of the real creditors of Richard Codman, and if the In- 
scriptions requested, in consequence of this obligation at the 
record office of Meaux, on the 23d Pluviose, (11th February,) 
ought not to be erased. 

Eighthly, In fine, if it was not the occasion of confirming 
purely and simply the judgments which were appealed, of receiv- 
ing the intervenants as parties intervening to give an act and also 
to the interested of their summonses and denunciations, and to 
condemn the said John Codman, to the fine and all the costs and 
charges. 

After having heard Berryer, counsel for John Codman, assist- 
ed by Bonde de Landes his attorney, Gayral, counsel for Pacaud, 
and William Vans, assisted by Martin Danzay, their attorney, 
Tripier, counsel for Mrs. Gouvain, divorced wife of William 
Vans, assisted by Beneirs, her attorney, Bouland, attorney to 
Richard Codman, Archambault, counsel for Rayjil, assisted by 
Pepin de Nortonville, his attorney, and also the said Archam- 
bault, counsel for Dumont, assisted by Hardi de Juines, his attor- 
neyi in their respective coaolusioas and pleas, 



THE COtrttT 

ReeeivQp int^rreainglj the int^rvenant parties, «epa|«tes the 
cause of Babut, William VanSy Mrs. Qoiitaiii, whieh^had been 
joined by a judgment, of the 20th Measidore, (8lh July) laat; 
gives an act to Rayjil and Dumoot, of their adhesion to the eon- 
chisions of Pacaud and William Vans, and to Richard Godman, 
of his conforming himself to the discretion of the court* doing 
justice to the whole. 

Concerning the appeal interjected by John Codmany from the 
judgments rendered by the civil tribunal of Meaux, on the 27th 
Prairial, and 4 Messidore, year 11, (15th and 22d June, 1803,) 
and adopting the opinions of the first judgei, has declared and 
doth hereby declare the appeal nttlL 

Directs that which was appealed shall have its full and entire 
effect, and be executed according to its form and tenor. 

Condemns John Codnian, to the ordinary fine of 60 franca. 

Concerning the interventions and demands of Rayjil, DumonC 
and Richard Codman, gives an act to them of their sammonaee 
and denunciations. Declares the, present judgment in conunoil 
with the said Richard Codman, Rayjil, Dumout and Mrs. Gou- 
vain, divorced wife of Wm. Vans. . 

Condemns John Codman, to all the costs and charges of the 
causes of appeal, and demands against all the parties, and alao to 
those reserved by the arrest of the 13th Floreail (2d May) lastf 
iind those of the interventions, summonses and denunciations and 
counter-summonses, wliich coets and charges, Pacaud, William 
Vans, Rayjil, Dumont, and Mrs. Gouvadn, may employ, in the 
expenses of prosecuting their claims, and the benefit of Martin 
Danzay, Pepin De Nortonville and Hardi de Juines, attomiea at 
their request, they having made the advances for the same. 

On the remainder of the conclusions, the parties are nonsuited. 

Directs and orders the high constable of the court be requested 
to that efiect to cause the present judgment to have its full and 
entire execution, and our attorney general and solicitors, near 
the tribunal of first instance, to see it done. 

Made and given in the court of appeal at Paris, in the palace 
of justice, on Wednesday, the 20th Thermidore, year 12, (7th 
August, 1804,) the first of our reign, at the public audience of the 
2d section, at which were present, Messrs. Sequier, first Presi- 
dent, Ducis, Gorneau, Bachois, Genissteu, Hardoin, Follenfrencb, 
and Gauthier Cruemzcet, all judges. 

In testimony whereof, the present judgment has been signed by 
the president of the said court, and by the clerk of the court. 

By the Court, (Signed,) FONDEUR. 

Notified to Messrs. Bordos de Landes, Boulard, Pepin de Nor- 
tonville, Hardi de Juines, Berrier, attornies, on the 18th Fructi- 
dor, year 12, (4th September, 1804.) 

(Signed,) By me, constable, L. PRIGUER. 

And recorded at Paris, on the 18th JPnictidor, year 12, (4th 
fleptetnber, 1804.) Receii^ed I6th. 

(Signed,) O. EHURUNS. 
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An nteknAt tfsnslatkiii fron tM origtBaii to the kmii of tnj 
kitoWtedgo saA Bbilttyi 

(Signed,) P. B; DE a GfiORGEa 

BoBTONi Febrnary 1ft, 181^ 

NOTfi. 

This dociimem is the Same wbieh Mr. Vaiis refers to in his 
wiblicatioos as haying once been delivered by htm to the late 
Kufus G. Amory« Esq., who put it into the liands of Mr« De 
George for translation. 

The other documents which Mr. Vans possesses, and calls his 
French Judgments, and which he pretends condemn John Cod' 
man^ as well as Richard Codman to pay him his demand, were 
all produced befbre the Legislative Committee Of 1836, and were 
then thoroughly examined. They proved to be-^ 

1. A paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of a 
Judgment recovered befoi'e the Tribunal of Commerce in Paris« 
June 30, 1801) by /. J. Pmaud against Richard Codman for 8415 
francs rcnit^ Hers eonaolide to be delivered in three dayS) or else 
to be paid for according to their value at that day^ Costs taxed 
at 45 fi. \lo — and an Appeal taken by Richard Codman. 

2. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
a decree of ihe Court of Aj^als of Paris, July 10, 1601, con- 
firming the judgment recovered in the Court below, by Paeaad 
against Richard CudnUoif who made default. 

3. A Puper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
another decree of the Court of Appeals of Paris, Sept. 26, 1801, 
after Richard Codman's default had been taken off and the par- 
ties heard, reaffirming the judgment recovered in the Court below 
by Pacaud against Richard Codman. Costs were taxed at 46 
ir. 100 . 

4. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
a judgment recovered by default before the Tribunal of Com- 
merce in Pari«, Jdh. 28, 1801, by William Vdns against Richard 
Codman^ for 5,000 francs rente pravisoire^ to be delivered in three 
days, or paid for according to their value on that day. Costs taxed 
at 25 francs £ . 

5. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
a judgment recovered by default before the Tribunal of Com- 
merce in Paris, July 20, 1801, by William Vans and wife^ in her 
rights against Richard Codman, for 32,098 fr. £ rentes (bein^ for 
moneys realised from sale of Mrs. V.'s houses 26 May, 1799,) to 
be delivered in ten days, or paid for according to their value on that 
day. Costs taxed at 45 fr. /Jo • 

6. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
proceedings before the Court of First Instance at Dreux, August 
15, 1802, to determine the right of priority between John Codman 
as mortgagee^ and /• /. Pacaud as attaching creditor^ of an estate 
at Dreux, called Rouvray, claimed by each of the parties against 
Richard Codman, The point of the Decree here appears to have 
been only th&t the Court had jurisdiction of the cause. 
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7. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
proceedings before the Court of First Instance at Meaux, Oct. 26, 
1802, to determine the right of priority between John Codman 
as mortgagee^ and William Vans as aUaching creditor of an estate 
in the District of Meaux, called La Thuillerie, claimed by each 
of the parties against Richard Codman. There was no service 
on John Codman, and no appearance in his behalf. The decree 
was that his inscription or claim on the estate should be erased. 
This paper states that the judgment recovered by Vans against 
Richard Codman before the Tribunal of Commerce at Paris for 
5,000 francs rente provisoire was liquidated at 40,000 francs of 
principal, and that this was the amount for which he had made 
his attachment. This record, it was pretended, on the part of 
Mr. Vans, established the fact of a partnership then existing be- 
tween John and Richard Codman ; but on examination it did not 
appear that there was any evidence on the subject, or any inquiry 
into it by the Court. It appeared only that Vans himself had 
described John Codman as the brother of Richard Codman and 
partner in his banking operations ; and that John Codman, (who 
was then in America,) having no personal notice of the proceed- 
ings, did not appear by himself or his attorney, and the decree 
was, in consequence of bis non-appearance, that his claim to the 
estate should be stricken off. 

8. A Paper purporting to be an official copy of the Record of 
subsequent proceedings before the same Court of First Instance 
at Meaux, and before the Court of Appeals at Paris, relative to 
the same conflicting claims of John Codman and William Vans 
and other creditors of Richard Codman to the estate of La Thu- 
illerie — of which paper an entire translation is given above. 

See also Child's Review of a Report, dtc, p. 18, for an enu- 
meration of the same judgments. 

No. 344. 

Condensed statement of the contents of the preceding 
document. 

It purports to be an authenticated copy of the record of a Judg- 
ment or Decree, rendered by the Court of Appeals at Paris, 
Aug. 7, 1804, on an appeal taken Dec. 16, 1803, in behalf of 
John Codman, from two Decrees rendered by the Court of First 
Instance, at Meaux, June 15 and 22, 1803. It first states the 
names of the several parties, and the various processes by which 
they are brought before the Court ; namely : — 

1. John Codman, Appellant, both as Defendant and Demand* 
ant,* by certain memorials of his which are referred to ; 

* Demandant seems to indicate the person who seeks any thing from the 
Court. This he sets out in a written memorial or petition. Defendtmt seems 
to be applied to the person from whom somethmg is sought, or who offers 
some objection to the claim of another. Hence tlie same person is sometimes 
designated both Demandant and Defendant in the same cause ; he is a De- 
mandant bj viitoie «f Mvnc claim, or rrquest, which he preiteots in one me- 
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And J. J. PacBadf Wm. Tans and Mad. Gourain, his divorced 
wife, joint Demandants, by certain summonses and memorials re- 
ferred to. 

3. Pacaud, Vans and Mad. Gouvain, joint Demandants, bj 
other summonses and memorials referred to ; 

And Richard Codman, Defendant, J. Rayjil, Defendant and 
Demandant, and P. Dumont, Defendant and Demandant, by their 
memorials seferred to. 

3. P. Dumont, Intervenant* and Demandant, bj bis memori- 
als referred to ; 

And Pacaud, Vans, Madame Gouvain and John Codman, De- 
fendants and Demandants, by other memorials referred to. 

4. J. Rayjil, Intervenant and Demandant, by his memorial 
referred to ; 

And Pacaud, Vans, Mad. Gouyain and John Codman, Defend- 
ants and Demandants, by other memorials referred to ; 

5. Richard Codman, Intenrenant and Demandant, by his me- 
morial referred to ; 

And Pacaud, Vans and Mad. Gouvain, Defendants and De- 
mandants, and John Codman, Defendant, by other memorials 
referred to. 

The record then sets out (paint de fait) the evidence, or state- 
ment of the facts in the case as they were proved or admitted 
before the Court of First Instance, in substance as follows : 

John and Richard Codman became partners at Boston, May 1, 
1791. 

The firm lasted until May 9, 1798, when John Codman caused 
a notice of Dissolution to be published in the Boston Centinel. 

In 1794, Richard Codman arrived at Paris, and established a 
private banking house there,t while his house in America yet 
continued.| 

In 1799, Richard Codman and Vans agreed that the latter 

morial, and he may also be a Defendant by reaaon of hia being called upon to an- 
swer the claim or petition of aome other suitor. John Codman was a Demand' 
mUf because he petitioned for priority, in the distribution of certain property. 
He was Drftndantf because he resisted the claims of other petitioners who 
opposed his. 

* IniervenafU appears to signify a person who presents some claim arising 
eollaterally, or who comes in as in the present case, subsequently to the com- 
mencement of the action. Thus Pacaud, being the assignee of one of Vans* 
demands against Richard Codman, obtained a judgment against him, and 
caused an inscription (answering to our attachment) to be made on the 
estate of La Thuillerie. Pendinjr his suit to enforce this attachment, he as- 
signed a portion of his claim to Dumont, and anotlier to Rayjil ; upon which 
they interpose their respective claims, arising collaterally and subsequently to 
the origin of the suit, and thus became parties to the proceeding, under the 
title of JrUervenanis ; and Richard Codman, who did not appear m the lower 
Court, but aAerwards came in on the appeal, is likewise termed an irUervmtant. 

t This was not strictly correct, for we have seen that Recamier was kit 
kmkm' during the whole period of his residence in Paris. 

t Mr. Child thinks this and some other passages are not translated withper- 

L to us of n 



ieet exactness. The discrepancies seem to us of no moment ; — ^but that read- 
ers may judge of this for themselves, his translation of the passages which he 
questions wul be found following this statement of the contents of the judgment. 



•hoidd go to Aneiica to pnrohaso merefaandaie ob their jatat ac- 
Gount. 

Vans went, leaving with Richard Codman a certificate of 641S 
fr. rentes in the perpetual debt of France, and another of 5000 
fr. rentes of provisional debt ; — aleo a power to seU two faonaes 
in Paris, which R. C. sold 26 Maj 1799, for 74,000 Ir. and in- 
vested 72,000 fr. of the proceeds in Goyernment stoclw. 

Vans, on his return from America in 1800, demanded this prop- 
erty, and not obtaiaiag it, sued R. C. for the 5000 fir. of provis- 
ional debt, and also for 32,000 fr. rentes as what should have been 
the proceeds of the two houses, invested in stocks at the time of 
the sale. 

Vans had assigned previously to one Paeaud his interest in the 
8415 fr. rentes, and Paeaud as assignee, got a judgment against 
R. C. for these rentes, in their value on the exchange. 

Vans also got judgment soon after against R. G. for the 5000 
rentes ; and Vans and his wife got judgment against him for 
73,000 fr. (less certain sums paid on account) as the proceeds of 
the houses, and upon non-pajment of this sum, they were enti- 
tled to purchase rentes at R. C's expense on the exchange. 

Paeaud, Vans and Mad. Gouvain, (late Mrs. Vans) having these 
judgments against Richard Codman, attached an estate of hia 
called La Thuillerie, situate in the Dis. of Meaux, in June and 
July, 1801 ; Paoaud for 90,000 fr — ^Vans for 30,000— and Mad. 
Gouvain for 50,000 — being the liquidated amount of their respec- 
tive judgments. 

But before these attachments, namely, 81 Jan. 1801, Richard 
Codman had signed a notarial obligation to his brother John for 
1 10,000 fr., and had delivered it to one Desvaux, as the attornej 
of John Codman, under a power dated 17 Jan. 1801, which au- 
thorized Desvaux to accept, in John Codman's behalf, an obli- 
gation which R. C. was to give for the whole or part of the debt 
due to Jolm by an account previously settled between him and 
Richard, without naming any particular sum. 

The obligation which the attorney accepted, however, for the 
110,000 fr., was expressed to be for a sum lent by John to Rich- 
ard, to be employed in his business. 

To secure this obligation of 110,000 fr., Richard had mortgaged 
to John the above-mentioned estate called La ThuUierie, situate 
in the District of Meaux, together with another called Ronvray* 
situate in the District of Dreux. 

Feb. 11, 1801, John Codman petitioned the Court for au in- 
scription, or recor4l of this mortgage, on the estate of La Thuillerie. 

Feb. 6, 1801, Richard Codman had also transferred to his 
brother a mort^tfge which he held on another estate called Cre- 
mille, and rhe deed of transfer expressed that it was to pay money 
due to John by an Account Current, 

16 Feb. 18U1, Richard Codman ofiered to Vans, by letter, in 
discharge of his claim, the estates of La Thuillerie and Rouvray, 
and certain notes which were due to him ; valuing La Thuillerie 
at 80,000 fr. less a mortgage of 33,000, and Rouvray at 110,000. 

10 Nov. 1801, the estate of Rouvray was sold at public auction. 



297 

ander a deeree of Court, bj request of Richard Codman^s cred* 
itors, and produced 62,000 fr. 

25 June, 1802, the estate of La Thuillerie was sold in like 
manner, and Vans "was the purchaser for 50,100 fr.* 

23 Nov. 1802, Babut, as assignee of several of Richard Cod« 
man's creditors, tequested the Court to determine how the pro- 
ceeds of La Thuillerie should be distributed ; and this matter 
came to a hearing on the 18 Dec. following. 

In the mean time Pacaud had assigned 30,000 fr. out of his 
claim to Rayjil, and 17,500 fr. more to Dumont, in consequence 
of which thej became parties to the proceeding. 

Pursuant to notice, the several creditors appeared and produc- 
ed the vouchers for their respective claims. 

In support of John Codman's claim, was produced the oblige^ 
tion of 1 10,000 fr., which he demanded should stand first on the 
list, according to the prior date of his inscription, or record of 
the mortgage. 

The other creditors thereupon contested the legality of his 
claim, contending that the obligation was given without valuable 
consideration, and for the purpose of defeating the real creditors 
of Richard Codman ; in proof of which thej noticed that the 
obligation purported to be for money lent by John to Richard, 
while the power of attorney given by John to Desvaux author- 
ized only the receiving of an obligation to secure a debt due by 
an account settled between himself and Richard ; and if there 
were any such account, they contended that it ought to be pro- 
duced. 

Thereupon the Court ordered, June 15, 1803, that this account 
should be produced at the next sitting ; and they then adjourned 
for one week.t 

At the expiration of that week, the account not being produced, J 
the Court considered, for reasons which are stated at length, that 
John Codman had failed to substantiate his claim, and therefore 
ordered. (June 22, 1803) that it should be stricken out from the 
list, and that he should pay the costs of the suit4 

* The value of the estates being thus ascertained, the whole qaesUon before 
the Court, as will be seen, was, how these proceeds of La Thuillerie should 
be distributed. The estate of Rouvray was in another district or county. If 
John Codman*s mortgage for 110,000 fr. was valid, being prior to the attach- 
ments of Vans, Pacaud, dbc., it would absorb about the wnole proceeds both 
of La Thuillerie and Rouvray, and greatly exceed that of La Thuillerie 
alone, leaving nothing for the subsequent attaching creditors. But if the mort- 
gage was thrown out, Pacaud, as the first attachmg creditor, would come in 
ror his claim of 90,000 fr.; and Mad. Gouvaiu, as the second attaching creditor, 
for the balance. Or perhaps the proceeds were to be distributed rateably among 
all the attaching creditors. All of them, at any rate, were interested to get ^^^n. 

rid of John Co£nan's claim. ' •"'^ 

f At the date of this decree for the production of a paper in one week, John 
Codman had not only left France, but was in fact dead. 

t The paper called for was in America. See John Codman*s letter to Babut 
on leaving Paris. (No. 250.) 

§ This IS the whole point and substance of the judgment. The only matter 

in dispute before the <3ourt was whether John Codman *s claim was legal and 

valid or not. And the only thing which the Court adjudges is that this claim 

should be stricken out of the listf as not being sufiiciently proved to be availa- 

38 
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The fint and principal return aigigned by the Court fortius De* 
eree, i» the non-production of the account.* 

Another U the seeming contradiction above noticed, between 
Richard Codman's obligation and John Codman'a power of al* 
tomej.t 

Another is that Richard Codman'a deed transferring to John 
the mortgage on Creraille, expresses the consideration to be » 
balance due by Account Churenij which was thought to be incon* 
sistent with the idea of an Account settled shortly before.^ 

Another is that Richard Codman's letter of Idth Febw 1801, 
stated an incumbrance of 30,000 fr. only on La ThuiHerie, and 
none on Rouvray, though both estates had then been mortgaged 
to secure John for the obligation of 110,000 fr*§ 

Another is that John and Richard Codman are brothers, that 
they had been represented as partners, which had not been denied 
by the counsel for John Codman, and that these double relations, 
united to the suspicious circumstances before mentioned, justified 
the inference that John had been willing to assist Richard in ao 
act of fraud against Richard's creditors. || 

ble against sobseqnent attaching creditoxi ^ and that John Codman, thai iail- 
inff in his snit, should pay tlu eostt of the other parties. 

^ Which beinff in America, could not possibly be prodneed in the time whicb 
the Court had allowed for it. 

t It seems difficult to undenCand why this shoirid have created so rnneh dtf^ 
ficulty in the minds of the French judges. John Codman en^Mwered his at' 
tomey to receive an obligation to pay or secure him for a debt ascertained to 
be due by a certain aeeaunt settled between himself and Richard. The attor* 
ney took an obligation which purported to be lor a sum of money Unt by John 
to Richard. There was no real ineonsisteDoy in this. The meeoumi related U> 
proceeds of carsoes sold by Richard, and which instead of paying over, he de- 
tained and empioj^ed in his own business. So much as he owed John on this 
account was considered as a loan from John to Richard, and it might be indif- 
ferently called numey Untf or money dme oti an aeamni sottUd. If either John 
Codman or Richard Codman had been upon the spot, this might easUy have 
been explained ; but neither of them was in France at the time. The import- 
ance attached to so trifling a discrepancy, which mi^bt so easily have been 
cleared up, serves only to illustrate remarkably the difficulty of conducting a 
suit in a foreira countiy, and in the absence of paities from whom eiqplana- 
tion is wanted. 

t This seems to be little better than a quibble. The account was what iv 
commonly called among merchants anJleeount Current; and although the bal- 
ance was struck and acknowledged by a note, the account was still, from 
the form in which it was stated, what is commonly understood in mercantile 
phraseology by the term '-Account Current." No merehani would perceive 
any difficulty, or impropriety, in describing it under that name, notwithstand- 
ing it exhibited an ascertained and acknowledged balance. 

I This was a circumstance of more weight, for it looked as if Richard did 
not consider his brother's mortgage any incumbrance at all. Why ? Because, 
as appears by the correspondence, his brother had authorixed Richard to o&r 
these estates to Vans clear of that incumbrance. He had consented, for the 
sake of enabling Richard to make a settlement with Vans, to withdraw his 
own claim to these estates, (See No. 248 and 250, &c.) and take his chance 
for security upon the other property, which Richard had assigned to him, pro- 
vided Vans would accept the terms offered. But these facts which are 
now before the reader of the preceding correspondence, were not in evidence 
before the Court ; — and the Court having no such information, naturally enough 
viewed this unexplained offer on the put of Richard as a circumstance which 
went to impeach the validity of his obligation for 110,000 fir. 

II This passage is strangely commented upon by Mr.. Child as amounting to 
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The record then «tate8 an appeal claimed in behalf of John 
Codman, with notices to the Beveral parties, and that John Cod* 
man had farnished the necessarj bonds required of a foreigner 
to secure the costs, as demanded by Messrs. Pacaud, Vane, £c.* 

Before the Court of Appeal the several parties presented their 
respective "Conclusions, t 

John Codman*s "conclusions** were in substance that the obli* 
gation was sufficiently proved ; that there was do ground to im- 
peach it as fraudulent ; that a real debt was shown to be due to 
him upon an account stated, by the production of Richard Cod- 
man's note of hand promising to pay for the balance of an account 
upwards of 948,000» equal to 250,000 fr.;t that the claims of the 

tLJudgmmU that the partnenhip sHU etisted^ and as justifying Mr. Vans in his 
■tatementi that he liad a judgment against John and Biehard Codman for his 
debt. A more egregiotts rum Meguitvt can hantly be ima^ned. For even if the 
Court had found, as an independent Butt, that a partnership still existed between 
the brothers, the judgments which had been recovered against Richard Codman 
•lone, eoold never Ave been enforced as judgments against John. But so far 
is this from being a judgment on the point or an ezitting partnership, that no 
such question was before the Court The whole enquiry was whether John 
Codman had acquired a lien on Richard Codman's estate by virtue of his in- 
•eription founded on the oUi^slion 6f 110,000 fr. The Court say be had not, 
because the obligation was void. This conclusion they come to by reason of 
several suspicious circumstances, strengthened by the relationship and connec- 
tion admitted to exist between John and Richard, making it more probable, in 
their opinion, that John would be willing to aid Richard m covering his prop- 
erty from the reach of creditors. They mtb brothers and kad hun remresenUd 
«s partners, which was not denied by the counsel. Now how had they been 
represented as partners ? The piecemng parts of the record must show, and 
it states among the fbcts of the case, that John and Richard Codman were 
partners until John Codman published a notice of dissdntion. There is no 
other representation whatsoever in the whole record respecting the partner- 
ship, preceding this remark by (he Court ; and this is a representation that 
they had bun partners, not that they still continued to be so. The expression 
of the Court tnerefore, must be construed with reference to this previous rep- 
resentation, and can be construed to signify only that they had be«n represent- 
ed as partners until the 1st May, 1798, which had not been denied. That such 
was the understanding at the time appears &rther from the '^conclusions' ' or writ- 
ten statement of the points made by Vans' own counsel before the Court of Ap- 
peals — ^for they there say expressly that John and Richard Codman are broth- 
ers and had kien partners ; ind in the argument before the Court of First In- 
stance, whose judgment we are now examining, they do not even advert to the 
partnership at all. If it had been understood befure the Court of First In- 
stance that the partnership was ttiU continuing, the argument of Mr. Vans' 
counsel before the Court ot Appeals would have been, that since John and 
Richard Codman are not only brothers, but also partners, as appears by the 
record, such and such consequences must follow. Instead of which they ar- 
ffue from the fact that these persons are brothers^ and had been partners, plainly 
distinguishing the present and continuing relation from that which was past 
and had ceased. 

* Mr. Child argues that since John Codman was condemned to pay costs, 
Mr. Vans must have a claim against his estate to that amount at least. But it 
appears from this passa^ that he required and obtained good security for the 
niyment of these costs in France — where they were in fact afterwards paid by 
Baout, the agent who furnished the bonds. 

t The ^'conclusions" are written statements filed in the case of the points on 
which the parties insist, with a brief outline of their grounds of argument. 

t The account was not produced because John Codman had taken it with 
him to America. See his letter to Babut, (No. 250.) But the note which ^ 
Richard Codman gave for the balance of account was in Babut's possession, 
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other creditors therefore ought not to be admitted against him, 
and that the decrees appealed from ought to be reversed. 

The conclusions of Pacaud, Vans and Mad. GouTain, were for 
reasons set out at length, that John Codman's claim ought to be 
rejected, and he adjudged to paj the common fine and costs of 
suit ; and among the reasons they urge that John and Richard 
Codman are brothers, and had been partners* in a general con- 
cern, of which John was the head at Boston, and Richard at 
Paris, and consequently that all Richard's transactions witb 
them were in connection with John ;t and that if Richard did 
owe John, he could not use his property to pay John until the 
creditors of the firm were paid. 

The conclusions of Rayjil and Dumont were somewhat simi- 
lar to those of Pacaud, Vans and Mad. Gouvain, for various rea-^ 
sons assigned. 

The conclusions of Richard Codman were that the claims of 
Pacaud, &c. ought to be rejected for informality in the service 
of notice on him. 

In the argument before the Court it was insisted in behalf of 
John Codman, among other things, that the decree which requir- 
ed the production of his account within eight days was unreason- 
able, because the account was in America ; that he had produced 
what was equivalent, namely, a note of Richard Codman's for 
(48,328 57, expressed to be for the balance of account ; that it was 
incorrect to say that the partnership between him and Richard 
was subsisting at the time the obligation in question was given, be- 
cause it was proved in the case to have been dissolved in May, 
1798 ;| and that their being brothers and former partners was no 
reason why the obligation should not be valid. 

having been gent out to him bv John Codman from America. See John Cod- 
man's letter to Babut, (No. 319.) Babnt therefore filed this docmnent in the 
case as a substitute for the account 

* Tet Mr. Vans now says that they were th«n partneiB, and were so consid- 
ered by the Court. 

t Here for the first time is it even argued in behalf of Vans, that John Cod* 
man had any concern in Richard Codman 's transactions with him. And up- 
on this conclusion it will be seen that he was non-suited by the Court ! 

t It was contended in behalf of Mr. Vans before the le^slative committee 
of 1835, that this passage proves that the Court of first instance had found 
the fact of a partnership still subsisting. Why else it was asked should John 
Codman's counsel have arffued, before the Court of Appeals, against the cor- 
rectness of that position P The answer is, because the position was taken as 
a point to be insisted upon by Pacaud and Vans in their written ''conclusions*' 
then on the files of the Court. It is true th)t in the order of the record a 
summary of the oral argument made to the Court precedes the written con- 
clusions. But it is no less true that the oral argument was foimded upon the 
written statement of the points made by the opposite party ; and of course 
must have followed it in point of fact. The course of proceeding is this. The 
record of the Court below, containing the evidence which was produced there, 
the ar^ments of the parties, and the judgment of tliat Court, is sent up to 
the Court of Appeals. The parties then put in such new evidence as they 
please, and file their conclusions, or brief statements in writing, of their argu- 
ments and inferences, designed as notice to other parties, an well as to the Court. 
Counsel are then heard orally, upon the whole matter. The Court next redu- 
ces to writing the points which are thought material for consideration. And 
after the judges have formed their opinion upon these, the judgment is pro- 
nounced. 
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The Record then states the Faint de Droits or matters to be 
tsonsidered and resolved by the Court ;* namely ; 

1. Whether the obligation for 110,000 fr. ought to be consid* 
ered as false, because it purported to be for monei^ loaned^ while 
John Codman's power of attorney authorized only the taking 

of an obligation /or a balance of acc&unt settled. 

2. Whether the existence of such an account settled could be 
believed, when both %ichard Codman and John Codman, by the 
deed transferring the mortgage on Cremille several days after, 
had admitted that the account between them was still current. 

3. Whether the non-production of the account, agreeably to 
the decree of the 15th June, 1803, was hot conclusive against its 
existence. 

4. Whether if Buch an account could be supposed to exist, the 
sum due upon it being undefined, it could be premmed to be large 
enough to cover the obligation of 110,000 fr. 

5. Whether if this could be presumed, the obligation of 1 10,000 
fr. should not have expressed that this sum was to be deducted from 
that settlement ; and whether the silence of the obligation in that 
respect did not authorize the inference that no such deduction had 
been made^ and consequently that the obligation of 110,000 francs 
was without any valuable consideration. 

6. Whether the tardy production of ttichard Codman's note 
of $48,328, acknowledging himself indebted in that sum to John 
Codman, by an account settled, could be considered as equivalent 
to the production of the account itself according to the Decree. 

7. Whether the obUgation of 110,000 fr. was not rightly re- 
jected by the Court below, as being without valuable considera- 
tion, and therefore defrauding the real creditors of Richard 
CoDMAN,t and whether John Codman's inscription on the estate 
of La Thuillerie for that obligation ought not for this reason to 
be erased. 

8. Whether upon the whole matter the decrees appealed from 
ought not to be affirmed, the intervening parties to be admitted 
in their respective claims, and John Codman adjudged to pay the 
ordinary fine and costs. 

* It will be Been that the quetftion whether there was then, or ever had been, 
a partnership between John and Richard Codman is not even named among 
the points for consideration. It was not deemed at all material to the pending 
inqairv ; which was whether John Codman's mortgatfe, or the attachments of 
the other creditors of Richard Codman should prevau. John Codman might 
have an honest claim against Richard Codman, sufficiently proved to the Court, 
even if they were partners at the very moment of the inquiry ; and on the 
other hand his claim might be good for nothing, or might be insufficiently sup- 
ported by proof, notwithstanding there might never nave been a partnership 
connection between them. The Court therefore reject this question of a part- 
nership from among the subjects requiring consideration, notwithstanding it 
had beien urged by racaad and Vans in argument, and insisted upon in their 
written conclusions. 

t Thus it appears that the Court predicate their inquiries wholly upon the 
fact that Vans, as well as Pacaud and the others, were creditors of Richard 
Codman alone. It is nowhere suggested by the Court that any one of tliem 
might be a creditor of John Codman. This was no part of the matter in con- 
troversy. Indeed the controversy itself was wholly inconsistent witli such an 
idea For the question was who should have this property. John Codman 
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The Record then states the Judgment of the Court of Appeals^ 
Which is that adopting the opinions of the Court below,* the 
appeal is declared null, and that the decrees appealed from ahail 
take effect and be executed according] j ;f that John Codman 
shall pay the ordinary fine of 60 francs ;| that the judgtnent shall 
be common^ to Richard Codman, Rajjil, Dumont and Mrs. 
Gouvain; that John Codman shall pay the costs of Pacaud, Vans, 
Rayjil, Dumont and Mad. Oouvain to their respective attorneys ; 
that on the retikdnder of the conchtsums the parties are noniuii^i\\ 

claims it u hii by rirttte of a converance ftom Richard. Vans inaiattf tbaft 
the property was not John's, but tlunard*tf notwithstanding this conTejance ; 
and therefore sabjeot to his attachment as a creditor of Richard's. But BT 
John Codman abo was his debtor, as well as Richard, the property, whether 
it were John's or Richard's, was equally answerable to Vans ; and this eipen- 
siye litigation, of several years duration, was upon this hypothesia, absolutely 
without an object. 

* Mr. Child translates this adopting the teatmu of the Court below. The 
original is "motifs.'* But the question is liot worth discussing ; because, ac- 
cording to our view, the Court neither expressed an opinioii, nor assigned as 
a reason, that the partnership 'still continued ; and if toey bad, the eridenoe 
now produced would show the error and &llacy of such a c<mclunon, formed 
upon the slender eyiden<5e in the case< 

t That is that John Codman's claim on lUohard's property should be stricken 
out, in favor of the other creditors, and his inscription on the estate of La 
Thuillerie erased. 

I Mr. Child argues that John Codman's proceedings were thought so wicked 
in the French Courts, that he was actually fined for them to the amount of GO 
fr. It will be noted that the judgment speaks of this as the **ordimryi^&ne of 
60 f^ncs" — ^being a fine paid in all oases by the party who &ils in his appeal. 

§ Mr. Child has said in point that the judgment appealed from is a judg- 
ment against John Codman, declared to be eomnum to Richard Codman ; — 
which expression he intimates is equivalent to a judgment for debt against 
John and Richard jointly. What will he say here then, where the Court de- 
clare the judgment to be common to Richard Codman, Rayjil, Dumont and 
Mrs. Qouvain ? Are they all joint debtors to Vantt This expression in the 
records of the French Courts seems to signify that the persons to whom it is 
applied shall be considered as parties to Vbt proceeding, whatever it may be, 
so as to be entitled to the benefits, or liable to the duties belonging to them re- 
spectively, according to the nature of their respective interests and relations in 
tne subject matter of the controversy. In the present case, Richard Codman, 
Rayjil and Dumont were '^Intervenants" who came in after the action was com- 
menced ; and Mrs. Gouvain, (late Mrs. Vans) though an original party in con- 
nection with her husband, now claimed, in consequenceof her A'oorcc, an inter- 
est wholly distinct from that of her late husband. The Court therefore say the 
proceedings shall be common to, or effectual both fw and against, these persons, 
so far as tnev are interested, as well as for and against Vans, Pacaud and John 
Codman. — In rendering into English this same French phrase, as used by the 
Court of First Instance, in a former part of the record, our translator has it 
'declaring that their judgment would comprehend Richard Codman, a party 
summoned, but not appearing." This shows that his understanding ot tM 
phrase was as it is above exphuned. Mr. Child translates the same passage *Me- 
Clares the present judgment common to Richard Codman" — and then makes 
use of the phrase as evidence of partnership and joint debt. See note on his 
translation of the corresponding passage in the judgment of the Court of Ap- 
peals, No. 345. 

II Among the conclusions thus disposed of, be it remembered is the conclu- 
sion of Messrs. Pacaud and Vans, that the partnership between John and 
Richard Codman continued till afler the origin of their respective claims ; and 
that John Codman was therefore a party concerned with Richard Codman in 
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and that the High Constable of the Court be directed to cause 
the present judgment to be executed. 

The Record concludes by stating the names of the judges 
present, and is authenticated by the Clerk of the Court.* 



Mr. CfdUts TyransloHon of parHeular poMsages^ reHed icpofi &y him^ 
in the Record of the JFVeneh judgment^ eUraetedfram his Revieto 
of a Report^ SfCm 

S FIRST EXTRACT.] 
tiers John and Richard Codman had 
formed in the year 1791, a partnership in trade, of which the seat 
was at Boston, in the United States of America. This partner- 
ship had subsisted there unHl 1798,t when John Codman caused 
to be inserted in the American Journal called the Columbian 
Centinel, of the 16th of said month, the following note ;^' Hiere 
a copy of the note is set forth upon the record, in which John 
Codman declares that the partnership between him and his 
brother which commenced on the first day of May 1791, *48 this day 
dissoWed.^* Dated Boston, May 2d, and signed John Codman : and 
after this the judgment proceeds ; *' meantime in 1794, Richard 

those trniMctions. So that this record, fo iiur as it bean upon the qoestion, 
instead of tending to prove the partner^p to be a &ct eatabliahed by the find- 
ing of the Court, proyea that the Court aajudged directly against it, and thus 
corroboratea all the other evidence in the case. 

* It may be proper to note, in dismiasiiiff this record, that the terms used by 
the Court are not intended to impute to ^hn Codman a mora/ framd — as Mr. 
Vana sometimes represents. They import only a conveyance of property by 
Richard Codman, without aufficient j/raqf of wahuMe conmdertOum paid by 
John. Such conveyances are commonly spoken of in courts of law as fraudu- 
lent, because they tend to defeat creditors of their just debts, and therefore op- 
erate like a fraud upon them, although the party who accepts such a conveyance 
may have taken it m perfect good nith. Like questions are constantly arising 
in our own country, whenever a debtor in failing circumstancea assigns his 
property, and creditors aAerwarda attach it. The assignee is required to prove a 
sufficient valuable consideration paid for the property, and if he ftilafrom any 
cauae to make this out by legal proof, the assignment is said to be void, and is 
spoken of as a fraud upon tne attaching creditors. In these cases many a man 
finds himaelf in the uncomfortable predicament of hearing theae harsh phraaea 
in the law applied to his own acta, when the idea of defrauding any body had 
never entered hie head. And although the case may go against him, and 
the assignment may be adjudged void, hia neighbors understand well enough 
that it ia a mere scramble among creditors to recover their debts according to 
law, out of a fund inaufficient to pay all, and that there is no moral wronff in 
the matter. In the present case toe aaaignment, or conveyance, from Richard 
Codman to John, was held to be fraudulent and void as to the attaching cred- 
itors, becaoae the raaitty of Richard's indtbttdnua to John was not saUtfuelO' 
rily jtraved to the CourL But if the Court had been possessed of all the cor- 
respondence and accounta which have now been exhibited, they would not 
only have aeen the reality of the debt, but must have upheld, the conveyance 
aa made for the honest and legal purpose of securing it. 

t Mr. Child thinks the expression "had subsisted until" a certain date, materia 
mUy different from the expreaaion " lasted until" the same date, as given by 
our translator. The former phraae implies, he maintaina, a eanHmumee of tlie 
partnerahip, after the time uniU which it had subsisted ! ! 
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Codman had come to France, and established a private bankin|^ 
house, but leaving his partnership still to subsist in America,***) 

[SBCOND EXTRACT.] 

Page 11. The judgment sajs: 

'^ Taking into view the obligation of the 31st January, 1801, 
accepted by Devaux, for Jobn Codman, for a loan previously 
made to his brother ; taking into view the power of attorney from 
John Codman to said Devaux, to accept an obligation for the 
balance of account settled between the two brothers ; taking into 
view the assignment of the I51,180fr. 3c., made by said Richard 
to said John, on the 6th February, to acquit said Richard to that 
extent of sums due to said John, according to an account current ; 
taking into view the letter of Ricliard Codman to Vans, on the 
15th of the same February ; considering that by their judgment 
of the 15th of June, the Court ordered that John Codman should 
produce in eight days the account settled, between him and Rich- 
ard Codman, mentioned in the said power of attorney ;— consid- 
ering that, the account settled, which ought to be the true con- 
sideration of the obligation of llO.OOOfr., not being presented, it 
is to be presumed that it does not exist, and that this obligation 
not being based upon any other consideration, John Codman is 
destitute of any legal claim ; — considering that the non-existence 
of the account mentioned in the power, attaches the authority of 
evidence to the signs of deceit and fraud which already bore upon 
that obligation ; signs which had induced the order for the pro- 
duction of the account, and that it results; — 1st, from this, that 
the power of attorney, under private signature, given by John 
Codman to Devaux, for the acceptance of an obhgatiou for the 
whole or a part of the sum, in which Richard Codman had been 
stated to be debtor to John, according to the account settled, does 
not announce the sum, which Richard Codman owed ; — ^that this 
sum being indefinite, it was impossible to deduct from it that of 
1 10,000 fr,, to become the subject of a notarial obligation ; — 2dly, 
that this obligation does not import that the sum of 110,000 fr., 
acknowledged to be due, is the total or partial balance of the ac- 
count indicated in the power of attorney, but, on the contrary, 
imports that it is for a loan previously made to Richard Codman, 
to be employed in his business ; — 3dly, from this, that supposing 
John Codman had really been the creditor of Richard, in conse- 
quence of the account settled between them, before the 17th of 
January, 1801, in such a sum that it was possible to deduct from 
it the sum of 110,000 fr., without acquitting Richard Codman en- 
tirely of the debt, it ought, at least, to have been stated in the ob- 
ligation, that Richard was acquitted to that extent of the balance 
of his account ; — and from this, that the obligation importing for 

* The implication here seems pretty stroni; that the partnership never snb- 
sisted out of America— which was the fact. The business which Richard Cod- 
man really transacted in France (very different from that which he was sent 
to transact) though not properly banking was chiefly his own private business, 
and not the business of his partnership which subsisted in America. 
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a consideration, a loan previously made, by John to Richard, the 
iMter would hoc hit^e /oeased to be iodateed an dw wm^ which he 
was stated to owe in the account settled;— 4thl7, ^'^^ ^^^* ^^^^ 
Richard, in assigning to hi« brother, on the 6th of February the 
sum of 151,180 fr. 3c. of a debt secured by mortgage, says that it 
was to acquit hira of sums due to his brother according to an ac- 
count current, which excluded the idea of an account settled a 
short time before ;-p^thly» from this, that in the letter of the 15tli 
February, Richard Codman in offering to Vans in payment of 
what he owed him, the dommn of Dreux and that of the Thuillerie, 
represents the domain of Dreux as entirely unencumbered, and 
that of Thuillerie as eocjimhered only with a mortgage for 33,000 
fir., while the mortgages to aecure the oUigation of 1 10,000 fr. were 
existing upon both of them, whaeh induces still further the belief 
that this obligation was not serious ;«'«€oneidering finally that John 
and Richard Codman are brothers, that they have been presented 
AS oopartnere, which has not been denied by the counsel of John 
Codnutn ; and that thie double relation, joined to the signs aftire- 
said, authorizes the legal presumption of compliance to become 
accessary to an fwt of fraud ;*— the court says that the said obliga- 
tion of 110,000 Ir., shall be stricken from the list, as deceitful, and 
made without cause, to defraud the legitimate creditors of RIGH- 
ARJ> CODMAN, and that the said mortgage taken by John Cod- 
man upon the domain of Thuillerie, shall be erased ; declares the 
present judgment common to Richard Codman, the party seized 
and making defoult, and adjudges John Codman to pay the 
costs."* 

[third extract.] 

Page 17. ** The Court of Appeals tried the case at Paris, 
Aug. 7, 1804. After a full hearing of the evidence, 4&c. the 
Court gave judgment in the following words >^ 

*' Upon the appeal of John Codman from the judgment of the 
Court of Meaux of the 22d June, 1803, the court adopting the 
reasons of the first judges, order that that from which the appeal 
is taken, do proceed to its full effect, and be executed according 
to its form and tenor-— 'Condemns John Codman to the common 
£ne of sixty francs— ^leclares the present judgment common to 
Richard Codman^ and adjudges John Codman to pay all the costs 
of the appeal and of the principal causes to all the parties. "t 

* On coin paring this translation with that published in the preceding; pages 
(Ko. 343y) it will be seen that all the difFerenoes are about as material as 
that between ** lasted until^ and *' had subsisted until/' 

t Mr. Child introduces this bj saying •< the Court gaye judgment in the 
following words/' intending of course that this should be re^rded os a JvU 
and literal translation. On comparing it with the translation by Mr. De 
Georges (So. 343,) it will be seen that either Mr. Child omits, or Mr. De 
Georges inserts, very strangely. Mr. Child says, for example, that " the 
Court declares the present judgment common to Jluhard Codtnan" and omits 
to add the words " RayjU, Dumont and Madame Gouyain, the divorced wife 
of William Vans" whicli appear m our translation. The corresponding words 
in French aj^peared also in the original when produced before the Committee 
of 1835. Did Mr. Child then by this omission mean to have it inferred that 
the judgment against John Cod man's appeal was declared common to Richard 

39 
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Sundry Documents respecting the Bankruptcy of Rich* 
ard Codman, and the discharge of his debts under 
the Bankrupt Laws of the United States.* 

No. 346. 

John Leaches Ajfidavit to his act of Trading* 

Office of the Commissioners of Bankruptcy, No. 1* Y 
Scollaj's Buildings, Tremont-street, Boston. } 
At a meeting of the Commissioners under a commission of 
bankruptcy issued against Richard Codman, of Boston, in the 
District of Massachusetts, Merchant, on the eighteenth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
three, John Leach of said Boston, Merchant, being sworn and 
examined the day and year, and at the place above mentioned, 
before the Commissioners named and authorised in and by a 
Commission of Bankruptcy awarded and issued, and now in 
prosecution against said Codman upon oath saith, that he hath 
known the said Codman for the space of several years last past, 
that since the first day of June in the year of our Lard eighteen 
hundred the said Codman has followed the business of a merchant 
in Francefi and this deponent has also settled an cuxount of mer^ 
chandize with said Richard to a large amount, within a few months 
past in said Boston. JOHN LEACH. 

Thomas Dawes, jr. \ 
Sworn to before Joseph Blake, > Commissioners. 

Edward Jones, ; 
The foregoing is a true copy of a paper on file among the files 
of Bankrupt papers in the Office of the Clerk of the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court, Massachusetts District. 

Attest, FRANCIS BASSETT, OerL 

Codman alone f If he did he meant to have that inferred which iafiise. Did 
he mean to have it inferred that the judgment was common to Richard kectntse 
John and Richard were partner* — and ao to build np his position that the 
French Court adjudged them TIls partners 9 If he did ne meant to have that 
inferred which is both /o^s and material. The judgment is declared to be 
common to ** Richard Codman, Rayjil, Dumont, and Madame Gouvain, di- 
vorced wife of William Vans" — showing that the fact ofpartnership or other 
connection between the parties had nothing to do with it, for surely the French 
Court did not find all these persons to be partners of John Codman, and joint 
debtors to Vans. For the true meaning of the phrase see the note on this 
passage in our condensed statement of the contents of the record. No. 344. 

* Mr. Child represents the whole affair of Richard Codman's bankruptcy as 
a mere sham got up by John Codman's family, for the purpose of defraudinr 
Mr. Vans and others, and that none but members of the Codman family took 
part in the proceedings. See his Review of a Report, &c. p. 47. 

t As the partnersiup of J. & R. Codman was publicly dissolved in May 
'96, R. C. in June 1800, (which was before the date of the notes produced bv 
Vans,) must have been trading even as a merchant (to say nothin£[ of stock 
speculations,) on his own account. See also Roseph Russell's Affidavit, No. 99. 
It was in the latter part of this year [1800] that he became notoriously insol- 
vent. See the Paris correspondence, and especiaJly the settlement by com- 
promise with his banker, No. 291. 
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Mo. S47. 

Warrant for the Seizure of Richard Codman*s personal effects and 
return therein. 

District of Massachusetts. 
To Samuel Bradford of Boston, in said District ^ Esquire, 

Greeting. 

Whereas, a Commission under the hand and seal of the Hon- 
orable John Dayis, Judge of the District Court for the District 
aforesaid, bearing date the sixteenth day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, grounded upon 
An Act of the United States, made and passed the fourth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred, and 
now in force, concerning Bankrupts, hath been awarded and 
issued against Richard Codman of Boston, merchant, direct- 
ed to us the undersigned ; and we having begun to put said Com- 
mission in execution, upon due examination of witnesses, and 
other good proof, upon oath before us taken, have found that 
the said Richard did, since the first day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred, carry on and exercise the 
trade of a merchant, and have also found that the said Richard 
became indebted unto Thomas Amory of said Boston, merchanty 
in the sum of one thousand dollars and upwards : And we have 
also found upon good proof upon oath, that the said Richard did, 
before the date and suing forth of the said Commission, become 
bankrupt, within the true intent and meaning of the said Act ; 
and we have adjudged and declared him bankrupt accordingly : 
These are therefore by virtue of the said Commission, and the 
Act therein mentioned, to will and require, authorize and em- 
power you, to whom this warrant is directed, forthwith to break 
open, in the day time, enter into, and open the houses, chambers, 
shops, warehouses, doors, trunks or chests of the said Richard 
Codman, where any of his goods or estate, deeds, books of 
account and writings shall be, and there take possession of the 
goods, money and other estate, deeds, books of account or writ- 
ings of him the said Richard Codman and such things as you 
shall so seize, you shall cause to be inventoried and appraised to 
the best value ; and the same you shall return to us with all con- 
venient speed. And what you shall so seize, you shall safely 
detain and keep in your possession, until we shall give other 
order therein. 

Given under our hands and seals, the twentieth day of June in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three. 



THOMAS DAWES, jr. 
JOSEPH BLAKE, 
EDWARD JONES. 



SEAL. 
SEAL. 
SEAL. 



Mass. Dis. ss. Boston, August 1st, 1803. 
In obedience to this Warrant I have seized and taken into cus- 
tody sundry articles as the property of Richard Codman within 
nained, and I caused Mr. S. W. Horsey to appraise the same 
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according to his best skill and judgment, a schedule of which 10 
hereunto annexed, SAMUEL BRADFORD, Messinger. 

List of articles returned to Col. Bradford as the propertj os 

Richard Codmah in the house of the late John Codman. 

A mahogany dressing case, - - - $14 00 

A da. portable writing desk, - 5 00 

A do. book cas« and drawer*, - 12 00 



$91 00 

Appraised und^ instructions of Saniud Bradford, Messinger 
to th^ doard Commissioners, hj SAMUEL W. HORSEY. 
BostoN, August 15, 1803. 
Received of S. Bradford, Eto. the aWe articles. 

SAMUEL D. PARitER, 
Assignee of R. Codman. 

The foregoing is a tni0 odpy of papers on file among the 
Bankrupt papers in the Offioe of th« District Clerk of U. S. Afa»» 
saehutoetts District* 

AtteU, FRANCIS BASSETT, CUrk. 

Richard Codman's final Surrender to the Commissioners of Bank" 

rUptcy. 

At the Office of the Commissioners of Bankruptcy, No. I, ) 
Scollay's Buildings, Tremont Street, Boston. | 

At a meeting of the Commissioners under a Commission of 
bankruptcy against Richard Codman of Boston, in the District 
of Massachusetts, Merchant, on the second day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three. The 
said Richard Codman the person against whom a Commission of 
Bankruptcy hath been awarded and issued, and now in prosecu- 
tion, having come before us the Commissioners, in and by said 
Commission named, appointed, and authorized, in order to make 
a full disclosure and discovery of his estate and effects, pursuant 
to notice given in the Independent Chronicle and Columbian Ceniinel 
for that purpose^ and being sworn and examined the day and 
year, ana at the place aforesaid, upon his oath declares that the 
aeveral goods and things seized by and under the said Commis- 
sion, and the goods and effects delivered up by this examinant to 
Samuel D. Parker under the said Commission, together vnth the 
schedule hereto annexed do contain and are a foil <md true disdo- 
sure and discovery of all this examinani*s estate and effects^ both real 
and personal, whereby this examinant has or may have, or ex- 
pect any profit, possibility of profit, benefit, or advantages what- 
soever, except such sums of money as have been laid out in the 
ordinary expense of himself. And this examinant further saith, 
that at the time of his examination he delivered up to the said 
Commissioners, or unto the assignee chosen under the said Com- 
mission, all such parts of his goods, wares, merchandises, money, 
estate and isffects, and all books, papers, and writings relating 
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iherddi as nte novr in his custody, possesnon or power, (his neces- 
sary wearing apparel, and necessary beds and bedding only ex* 
cepted.) And this dzatninant saith that he has not rem&vedy can" 
ceakdt or mbeasxied any part ofkts estaie^ nor any books of aceouni^ 
papers, or wrUings nlating therHofi RICHARD CODMAN. 
Thomas Dawbs, jr. \ 
JosEM Blakc, \Commisswnirs* 
Edward Jonbs, ) 



Sworn to before 



8ch€duU ^Rkkard Codman^s property mud ^ects siot preoUmsly 
surrendered^ 



DEBTS, 



Urret Ttnimois. Dol)ir«. 



1. Due fVotn Benjamin Tupper on pro-'> 
tested bills of exchange drawn by him on 
Bromfield dt Houghton at Paris for 77,900, 
principal sum exclusive of interest since the 
protest. The above bills were left with 
Pierre Benoit Babut of Paris as collateral se- 
curity of what may be duo to him on account. ^ i 

2. Due from John Houghton (a bankrupt) 
or his estate late of Boston, as per his honora* 
ry assurance in writing making principal and 
interest, about ..----- 

3. Due from Nathaniel Cuttinfft of Paris, 
principal and interest by his note left as col- 
lateral security with the above said Babut, 
about -------- 

4. Due from William Deblois late of Bos* 
ton, now in France, principal exclusive of in- 
terest by his note of hand, • • . - 

5. Due from Dhauteret late of Paris, now 
of St. Domingo, by protested bills of exchange 
under his endorsement left with Babut as 
above, ------- 

6. Due frndi Putnam 6o CaJlender:^ by ac- 
count left with Babut of Paris, - - • 

7. Due from Robert Morris or his estate on 
acceptance of W. Morris' bill, exclusive of in- 
terest as will appear, - . - - . 

8. A claim proved against the estate of 
John Leach a bankrupt, amount - - - 

Amount carried forward. 



77,000 



36,000 



14,000 



7,000 



11,000 
12,000 



tl,100 
1,009 



*It follows firom this dedaration upon oath, and under the penalties of the 
Bankrupt Law, that the Books which Mr. Child complains of our not produe* 
iikgf namely the regtdar aeetnmt booka which Mr. Vans savt Richard Uodman 
kept in France, must have been either left in France, or that they were deliv- 
ered to his assignee, (See No. 352,) or that there were no such books. See 
No. 251 and also No. 213. 

t This is one of Mr. Vans' witnesses. See No. 385. 

t Mr. OUIefider is a irHiMMi on whom Mt. Vans Telfei. See No. 3t6. 
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lOfS 



l,000,000f 
6,000 



Litres. DoIIm^ 
Broughi over^ 

9. Due a bill drawn bj the Government ") 

of the Isle of France on the French Gov- f - junaiMU^ 
ernment in Paris, (paper money,) left with [ *»"*^*""" 
Wm. Vans to be accounted for, j 

10. Due on a ditto, drawn above for the 
same sum and left in the hands of Thomas 
Melville, jr. at Paris, as collateral security for 
his demands against me amounting to 6,000 
or thereabouts-^paper money) 

11. Due from James Augustus Rose by 
5 notes of hand left as above in the hands < 
said Melville,:^ 

Effects. 

Six casks of books in the hands of Messrs. 
Colls d& Carmichael A Co. of Havre, worth 
about 5,000 livres, made over to Melville by ^ 5,000 

an order in his favor as security for his de- 
mand as mentioned above. 

Eight or ten casks of files lodged with 
Messrs. Romberg Sc Co. of Havre, as their 
security for demands against me as may ap- 
pear by account. 

A note of Mr. Guillafd at Paris, for 9,000 
livres or thereabouts left with said Babut as 
security as above, ..... 9,000 

A claim upon Robert and John Lysle of 
New York, bankrupts, founded on 2 protested 
bills of exchange to the amount of 22,000 with 
interest after protest, - . - . . 22,000 

Due from Thomas Waters Griffith of Balti- 
more about 1,500 money lent with interest 
during 6 years, say --.--. 1,500 

N. B. The. Livres Tournois is worth at the 
rate 5. 8 the dollar. (Twenty Sous make a 
livre.) 

Effects surrendered to the Marshal. 

A dressing case, (Mahogany.) 

A writing desk, (Mahogany .j 

A book case and drawers, (Isiahogany,) for which he will ac- 
count. 

N. B. Richard Codman formerly had an estate in France 
near Tours called Cremille which he some years ago convey- 

* We know nothing about the value of this bill, or what became of it See 
■ome correspondence on the subject, Nob. 258, 259, and 260, and the account 
rendered by R. C, No. 2:^2. Mr. Vans produced, by way of answer,a recct^ 
of Richard Codman's for a bill of the same amount — ^but it was dated 27th l>c». 
1800. R. C.'s letter (No. 258) calline for an account oHkis bill is dated 21st 
Feb. 1801. 

f This may have been the other bill which Vans once had and returned, and 
for which the receipt was given. 

f This Mr. Melville is another witness relied upon by Vans, See Ko. 384. 
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«d to his brother John Codman, deceased. Also an estate 
about 50 miles from Paris called the estate of Dreuz,* and 
another at Dammartinf about 20 miles from Paris which were 
also convejed to said John Codman as will more fully appear by 
the register in France. All conveyed for a bonajide considera- 
tion. 

But said Richard Codman understands that William Vans, 
for the benefit of himself, and as the law may prescribe, is at- 
tempting to defeat said conveyance by the laws of France. 

Also, an estate at Firmancourt about 50 miles from Paris held 
by James Lacaze in trust, which is also in the law. under claims 
of Vans and others.:^ 

The foregoing papers are a true copy of papers on file among 
the bankrupt papers in the office of the District Clerk of the 
U. S. for the Massachusetts District. 

Attest, Francis Bassktt, Clerk. 

No. S49. 

Instructions to the Assignee from sundry creditors. 

Boston, January 9th, 1804. 
We the undersigned creditors of Richard Codman do hereby 
authorise and instruct Samuel D. Parker, the assignee of his 
estate and effects, to take such measures, as, with the advice of 
Mr. Codman, he shall think proper and necessary to recover and 
remove to this country all property belonging to said Codman, 
which now is in France or elsewhere ; the said assignee however 
is not authorised to take such measures as shall make it necessary 
for the undersigned to advance any money beyond what he shall ac- 
tually recover md receive^^ without the further authority and in- 
structions of the undersigned first had for that purpose. 

WM. S. SKINNER, per pro. 
JOHN SKINNER &. SONS, 
BENJAMIN HITCHBORN, 
By his Att*y, 
John Anokkws, John Andrews. 

John &> Thomas Amory. 

A true copy of original, on file in Massachusetts District Clerk's 
Office. Attest, Francis Bassbtt, Clerk. 

* Alto called Rouvny. 

t Also called La Thuillerie. 

X All the docaments and correaiMndeDce in the case lead os to infer that 
tlus was a perfectly fair and fall disclosure. 

§ As from the aescription of the propert]^ it is apparent that none of it was 
recoyenble without hazard and expense, tlus instruction was equivalent to a 
prohibition against any suits on the part of the assignee except at his own risk. 
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No. SSI, 

Richard CodmanU Certificate of Discharge, 

To the Honorable John Davis, Esquire, Judge of the District 
Court for the United States for the District of Massachusetts. 

We, the Commissioners named in a commission of bankruptcy 
issued against Richard Codman of Boston, in said District, Mer- 
chant, bj the Judge of the District Court of the United States for 
the District aforesaid, bearing date the 16th day of June, 1803, 
do certify, that we, haying begun to put the said commission into 
execution, did find that the said Richard Codman since the 1st 
of June, 1800, and before the date of said commission, viz : 
on the 15th of June aforesaid — became bankrupt within the true 
intent and meaning of the act made and now in force, entitled 
** An Act to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States,^' and did thereupon declare and adjudge 
him bankrupt accordingly. And did also thereupon cause due and 
sufficient public notice thereof to be gwen; and did appoint a con- 
venient time and place for the creditors of the said bankrupt to 
meet and choose an assignee or assignees of his estate and ef" 
fects, and did likewise cause notice thereof in writing to be giv- 
en to the said bankrupt by caiising the same to be served on 
him by leaving a true and attested copy of the said notice by 
Samuel Bradford, Messenger, on the 21st day of June aforesaia, 
and did also cause due and sufficient notice to be given in the In^ 
dependent Chronicle and Columbian Centinel of the times and phues 
when and where three meetings would be held by us the said Commis* 
sionersj at which the said bankrupt was required to surrender 
himself to us the said Commissioners, and submit to be examined 
as the law requires, the last of which three meetings was to be 
held on the forty-second day from the date of the said notice. 
And we further certify that the said meetings were held accord- 
ingly, and that the said bankrupt did in due manner surrender 
himself to us the said Commissioners, or a major part of us, and 
submit to be examined from time to time, on oath, by and before 
us the said Commissioners; and that the said bankrupt has been 
thereupon duly and regularly examined, and has made a full dis- 
covery of his estate and effects, and in all things conformed him- 
self to the directions of the act of Congress in that case made 
and provided ; — and that there does not appear, to us any reason to 
doubt the truth of such discovery j or that the same is not a full die* 
covery of the scad bankrupt's estate and effects. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at 
Boston on the 3d day of August, A. D. 1803. 

THOMAS DAWES, jr., j 

JOSEPH BLAKE, > Commissioners. 

EDWARD JONES, J 

We the creditors of the above named Richard Codman, whose 
names, are hereunto subscribed, do hereby testify and declare 
our consent, that the said Richard Codman may have such allow- 
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ance and benefit as are given to bankrupts bj the act aforemen- 
tioned, and he aO&wed a cerHfieOU of JRsckargt from his debis^ ac- 
cording to said act. THOMAS AMOBY * 

JOSEPH CHANDLER, 
BENJAMIN HICHBOEN, 
JOHN SKINNER, jr., 
JOHN SKINNER &^ SONS, 
JOHN ANDREWS, jr. 

We the Commissioners aforesaid, do certify that the creditors 
of the said bankrupt, whose names are subscribed to the preced- 
ing certificate, constitute tuxhtkirds in nymber and value^ of the 
creditors of the said bankrupt, who are creditors for not less 
than fifty dollars respecti?elj, and w)io have duly proved their 
debts under the said Commission ; i^ that we have before sign- 
ing this certificate, had proof by the aifidavit of James Dalton 
and Samuel D. Parker in writing, of the said creditors respec- 
tively, or persons duly authorized by them for that purpose, hav- 
ing signed the certificate of allowance and discbarge abovemen- 
tioned. In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed otir 
names, in the District of Massachusetts, on the 14th day of No- 
vember, A. D. 1803. 

THOMAS DAWES, jr., ) 
JOSEPH BLAKE, } Commisrimurs. 

EDWARD JONES, j 
United SiateSf Massackmeits DistriU. 

Boston, 10th Dec. 1803. 
Whereas, dne n^ce having been given, and none of the eredOen 
vf the within named Richard Codman, having shown any cause U 
the contrary^ IdoaUow and confirm this certSfcateA 

JOHN DAYIS, 
Judge of the District C&urt of Massachusetts District. 

Massachusetts District, Boston, December 12, 1803 — ^Recorded 
book 2d, pages 220, 227, and examined by N. GOOD ALE, 

Clerk t^ said Court. 

y of the Deposition of Samuel D. Parker, Esq., taken befm 
Vinian C. Betton, Esq., at the request of Wm. Vans, to be used 
brfore the Legislative Committee of 1835. 
I, Samuel D. Parker, of the city of Boston^ in the County of 
Suffolk and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, of lawfiU age, de- 
pose and say, that I was assignee of Richard Codman, at the 
time he took the benefit of the Bankrupt Law of the U. S., thst 
I cannot now state what property said Codman surrendered, 

* Thomas Amory wu the onlj one we believe of this list of creditors who 
had any connection with the Codman ikmily. John Codman^s debt was not 

E roved under the Commission, because his fizecotor saw that nothing could 
e got from Richard's effects. 

t JBy the operation of the iBankrapt Law this was a complete disehane to 
Richard Codman from all debts waich he <iksii.<«i00d, including hisd&to 
Vans, and his debt to John Codman. 
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£rom metmyrj, but a scbeduk of the uane will be found on file in 
the District Clerk'a Office for the District of Massachusetts, 
which I hare not seen for many jears — That I do not recoUect of 
having the Books of Richard (hdman in my possession ; or any pa- 
pers relating to his business in France. My recollection is, that 
there was not property sufficient, that came into my hands, to 
pay the expenses of the proceedings, as to the evidence of claims 
or debts, I do not recollect distinctly, -and must refer to the pa- 
pers in said ease on file^^nd further saith not, being no fbrther 
interrogated. 

(Signed) SAMUEL D. PAJEIKER. 

Mo. affs« 

Stephen Codman^s Ajfidatfit respecting the Books of Richard Codman. 

I, Stephen Codman, administrator of the estate of Richard Cod- 
man, formerly of Boston, Merchant, deceased, on oath depose 
and say, that the only books ofaceaimt qf the said Richard Coaman 
which ever came to my hands were thru in number^ and the same have 
been sent by me to W. H. Gardiner^ Esq. to be exhibited to the 
Committee of the House of Representatives, to whom the Petition 
of Wm. Vans has been referred, and that / know not of any other 
books of account of the said Richard Codman in existence. All 
the account books of John 6^ Richard Codman, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, have also been sent by me to said Gardi- 
ner. STEPHEN CODMAN. 

Suffolk, ss, February 23d, 1835. 

Sworn to before met WM. J. HUBBARD, 

Justice of the Peace. 

No. SJS4« 

W. H. Oardiner*s Affidavit respecting the same* 

I, William H. Gardiner, of the City of Boston, Counsellor at 
Law, on oath depose and say, that all the Books of Account for- 
merly of Richard Codman which I received from Stephen Cod- 
man, Esq. were produced. and exhibited by me for examination be- 
fore a Committee of the House of Representatives of the year 
1^5, on the subject of William Van/ Petition, in the presence of 
the said William Vans and of his counsel.* 

W. H. GARDINER. 
Suffolk ss. Boston, Dec. 24, 1836. 

Sworn to before me, J. L. ENGLISH, 

Justice of the Peace. 

* There is no cvideoqe except the asgertipna of Wn. Vane, Uut R. C. ever 
kept any other book* than tbeM, which are rather memorandain hooka thaa 
i«g[olar acQooot hooka* He never considered himaelf as permanently eatablish* 
ed in France. His mtreantiU transactions were made throu^^h the Homberga of 
Havre, and other established houses ; his financial operations were through 
Becamier, his banker, in Paris ; and be relied upon these for acyonirtf. In n-. 
■peat to his frivaU sp§adatUm9 in stocks and real estate, he probably relied 
apon hia certificalea and deeda. 
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Documents relating to the claim of John Skinner & Sons 
on the Estate of Richard Codman,* 

Mo. 9SS. 

John Skinner, Junior's, Affidavit of Debt before the Cmmissioners 
of Bankruptcy, 
Office of die Gomniis9ioner8 of Bankruptcy, ) 
No. 1, Scollay's Buildings, Tremont Street, in Boston. ) 
At a meeting of the Commissioners under a commission of bank- 
ruptcy issued against Richard Codman of Boston, in the District 
of Massachusetts, merchant, on the second day of August, in the 
Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, John 
Skinner, Jr. of said Boston, merchant, one of the firm of John 
Skinner &l Sons, being sworn and examined the day and year, 
and at the place above mentioned, upon his oath saith, that Rickr 
ard Codman the person against whom the Commission of Bank- 
ruptcy is awarded and issued forth, was, at and before the date 
and suing forth of the said Commission, and still is, justly and 
truly indebted unto this deponent and his said Copartners, in the 
sum of seven thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine dollars Sif^ 
the acceptances of the said Richard of three sets of exchange drawn, 
by Richard Skinner, one of the said firm, upon the said Codman, in 
pursuance of a contract for that purpose, for a valuable consider- 
ation passingyrom said Richard Skinner to the said Codman, for 
account of the said firm, and which bills were protested for non- 
payment — a schedule of which is hereto annexed — for which sum 
of $7,939.83, or any part thereof, he this deponent hath not, nor 
hath any other person, to his knowledge or belief, received snj 
security or satisfaction whatsoever — saving the bills aforesaid. 

Sworn to before JOHN SKINNER, Jr. 

THOMAS DAWES, Jr. ) 

JOS. BLAKE, > Commissioners. 

EDWARD JONES, ) 

SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO. 

Drs. Messrs. Jno. 6l RM. Codmant to John Skinner 6l Sons. 

To a bill of Exchange drawn by one Richard Skinner on Rich' 

ard Codman in Rotterdam, dated Paris, 24 Pluviose, An. 9, 

* Mr. Child preients this m a case parallel to that of Wm. Vana ; bein; u 
he states, a claim ajraiiist Jokn^ Richard Codman crowing out of a purchase of 
French Stocks. He adds that notwithstanding K. C.'s dischai^ under the 
Bankrupt Law, the debt was paid by Stephen Codman, the Executor of John, 
and Administrator of Richard )— hence he argues, either it was paid out d 
John Codman*8 estate, thereby admitting his partnership liability in a traofsc- 
tion similar to that with Vans, or else Richard Codman concealed property 
and committed a firandnlent bankruptoy. 

t Mr. Child's whole argrument is based upon this<— the account referred to 
in the affidavit was drawn off as against John A Richard Cod maur— whence 
he infers that the partnership must have existed Feb. 18, 1801, when the bills 
were drawn. It will presently be seen that this heading of the aceonnt moit 
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(13th Febraary 1801) at 2 years date» and accepted by Mid 

Richard Codman. 
6000 florins 

5000 do one set ditto 

4613 do one set ditto 



16613 florins a 40 cts. t6246, 20 



Damages as customary where the Bills 

were payable 25 1561 , 30 

Interest from Feb'ry 13, 1801 till 16 ) i^q 35 
June, or the date of the Commission, ) * 

Ezpences of protest 12, 6 is 4, 96 

•7939,82 



A true copy of the original as on file in the Massachusetts Dis- 
* trict Clerk's Office. Attest, 

[ FRANCIS BASSETT, Clerk. 

have originated in the miatake of ■ome clerk. Indeed if it were a claim against 
Jokn Codman, why should Skinner have proved his debt at all under this Com- 
f miMion of Bankruptcy, when John Codman*i eetate was ample to pay it ? 



dt8 
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No. as7. 

[oBionvAL.] 

A fi€i0 note given hy Richarfi Codman^ c^er his Bankrvjptcy and 1K9- 
duttrge^ to John Skinner ^ Sons. 

BoBTONtDecl?, 1808.? 
Value received I promise to paj Hessrvi John Skiqner dD Sane 
or order four tbouaand and eigbty«etght 1% dollars in four years 
with interest Also the further sum of foqr thousand and eighty- 
eight dollars JSo in six years from the date with interest.t 

RICHA&D CODDUN4 
Test, Samubl Dillaway. 
4,088 28 
4,068 ^ 



8,176 67 

Received the within of Stephen Codmaui oAmnistraiory Jan* 
12,18114 

Per procuration of John Skinnjul & Sons, 
Wm. Sutton SKiMNna. 



No. 8ff8. 

[OBieiNAL.] 

Bond of Indemnity from Skinner 4* Sons to St^hen Coebnan, 
Know cdl men by these presents that we William Sutton Skin- 
ner, now of Dorchester, andlate of Boston, merchant, John Skin- 
per, John Skinner, junior, and Richard Skinner, lata of said Bos- 
ton, merchants, doing business under the firm of Jolm Skinner 
dD Sons, are holden and stand firmly bound and obliged unto 
Stephen Codman of said Boston, merchant, adminbtjrator of the 
estate of Richard Codman, late of Boston, merchant, deceased, 
in the full and just sum of nine thousand four hundred and eighty 
dollars, to be paid to the said Stephen, his executors, administra- 
tors and assigns; to the which payment, well and truly to be 

* The date of Richtrd Codmui's discburm from his old debu, wm Deo. 10, 
1803. See No. 351. 

t Tbeie two sunn equal the amount of the aoooont proved by Skiaiier & 
Sons under the Coinmiaston of Bankruptcy, with interest added up to the date 
of the note. 

t By this act Richard Codman yolontarilyrsrnmi the debt from which he 
had lieen discharged by his Bankruptcy. Why ? Because it was originally a 
eompromue tUk, and a compromise ybr a loan which he felt bound in nonor to 
pay. But beinff wholly without funds he required time, and therefore promis- 
ed to pay the whole i0it4 inUrest in 4 and 6 years. 

§ This is the next ftct on which Mr. Child relies. It will be noted however 
that the payment is made by Stephen Codman as admifdstnUor of Richard 
Codman ; not as exseutor of Jolm Codman. It will presently be seen from 
what funds be was enabled to make that payment. 
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made, we bind ounelyes, our heirs, executors and administraton 
firmlj by these presents. 

Witness our hands and seals ; dated the eighth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eley'en. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas said John 
Skinner and Sons have presented against said Stephen as admin- 
istrator aforesaid, a demand against said estate of Richard Cod- 
man, founded on a note of hand of which the following is a copy, 
to wit, Boston, December 17, 1805, Value received I promise to 
pay Messrs. John Skinner and Sons, or order, four thousand and 
eighty-eight dollars i" in four years with interest — also the (oT" 
ther sum of four thousand and eighty-eight dollars and m in six 
years from the date with interest.— Signed, Richard Codman, 
test, Sam'l Dillaway. And whereas said Skinner and Sons haofe 
consented to receive from said Stephen the sum of four thousand 
seven hundred and forty dollars in full satisfaction and discharge 
for the note of said Richard Codman as aforesaid,* and have 
agreed Oilly to indemnify and save harmless said Stephen against 
all claims and demands whatsoever which may be made against 
the estate of said Richard or said Stephen as administrator afore- 
said, wheher existing previous or subsequent to the bankruptcy 
of said Richard. — Now therefore the condition is that if said oh- 
ligors shall well and truly indemnify and save harmless the estate 
of said Richard, and him said Stephen as administrator, or his 
heirs and assigns against the claims and demands of all persons 
whatsoever, in consequence of the debts owing to them from said 
Richard, so that said Stephen may fully administer among the 
heirs at law of said Richard, whatever assets or estate of said 
Richard are now remaining in his hands, as if no claims and de- 
mands existed against the said estate of said Richard, then this 
obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force. Provided 
however that said indemnity shall not exceed the said sunr of four 
thousand seven hundred and forty dollars and interest thereon, 
WM. SUTTON SKINNER, (l. s.) 
Signed, sealed and JOHN SKINNER, (l. s.) 

delivered in pres- JOHN SKINNER, Jr. (l. s.) 

ence of us, RICHARD SKINNER. (l. s.) 

John Hatward, by his Attorney, 

John Somes. WM. J. SKINNER. 

Andrew Richie, Jr. \ Witnesses to 
Amos Babcock, Jr. ) Richard Skinner. 

* By this it appean that the note was comfnromised with tka admiuistraior at 
50 per cent, amounting to ^740— which sum was accepted in full satis&ction 
ana discharge of the debt 
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Natariai (hpy of Richard CadriicaCs Aceejptantes^ with the originA 

Protest. 

[JUnuied on ai Gtttlder^s Stamp."] [seal.] 

Excbanfe for 6^000 eur. florins. 

Paris, 34 Plttviose, 9 yeAr. I 
18 Fcbruttrjr, 1801. ) 

At two years from this date, pay this, my first bill of Exchange, 
second of samid fehor arid date uiipaid to Messrs. Rocquette Beel- 
demaker A Co. ot drdek* of Rotterdam, the' sum of six thousahd 
current florins of Holland, value in ncct. with yoU, find ch&rge 
the same to Yr. Obt. Humb. Ser?t. 

Mr. Ricbard Codm All, (Signed^) 

of Boston U. S. A. RD. SKINNER. 

now in Paris. 

Accepted, payable at the house of Thos. Tbeo. Cremer in Rot- 
terdam; (Signed,) RICHARD CODMAN. 

Exchange for 5,000 cur. florins. 

Paris, 24 Pluviose, 9 year. ) 
(13 Feb. 1801.) f 

At two years from this date, pay this my first and only bill of 
exchange to Messrs. Rocquette Beeldemaker Sc Co. of Rotter- 
dam, or to their order, the sum of five thousand current florins of 
Holland, value in account, with you, and charge the same to 

Tr. Obt. Humb. Servt. . 
(Signed,) RD. SKINNER. 

Mr. Richard Codkan, of Boston, now in Paris. 
Accepted, payable at the house of Thos. Theo. Cremer in Rot- 
terdam. (Signed,) RICHARD CODMAN. 



Exchange for 4613 cur. florins. 

-»A , , ^ 

(13 February, 18o/.) 



Paris, 24 Pluviose, 9 yeftr. ) 
At two years from this date, pay this my first and only bill of 



exchange to Messrs* Rocquette Beeldemaker & Co. of Rotter- 
dam, or to their order the sum of four thousand six hundred and 
thirteen current florins of Holland, value in account with you, 
and charge the same to Yr. Obt. Servt. 

(Signed,) RD. SKINNER. 

Mr. Richard CoDHAN,^ of Boston, 

U. S. A., now in Paris. 
Accepted, payable at the house of Thos. Theo. Cremer of Rot- 
terdam. (Signed,) RICHARD CODMAN. 

41 
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On this 19th day of February, 1803, I, Hermannus Adrianttt 
Schader, Doctor ot Laws and Notary Publick^ sworn and admit- 
ted, residing in the City of Rotterdam, at the request of Messrs. 
Rocquette Beeldemaker & Co. of this city, merchants, exhibited 
the original above copied Bills of Exchange to Mr. Thomas The- 
odore Cremer, also of this city, merchant, to whom the same are 
directed for payment^: He answered,, ** I never had any advice 
nor effects from Richard Codman for the said bills." Wher^ 
fore, I the said Notary, at the request as aforesaid, have protest- 
ed, as I do by these presents protest for exchange, re-exchange, 
and all costs, damages and interests suffered and to be suffered 
for want of payment of said bills. 

Thus done and protested at Rotterdam aforesaid, in the pres- 
ence of Jan Pieter . Hartsenek and Josua Van Beestingh, wit- 
n^ses. The minutes hereof is duly signed. 

Quod Attestor. 

H. A. SCHADER, 
(1803) Not. Pub. Sf Doct. Lms. 

[seal.} 

Documents produced by the Administrator of Richard 
Codman's estate, respecting the fund out of which 
Skinner & Sons were paid. 

No. 360. 

[original.] 
Receipt of J. S^ T. H. Perkins S^ James Lloyd, Jr. 
DoUars%500. Boston, May 10, 1804. 

Received of Richard Codman, Esq., two thousand five hundred 
dollars in full for his subscription for an adventure to South 
America in the ship Cordelia, James Stuart, Master, and the said 
Codman supercargo,* viz. 
9I9OOO. One thousand dollars in cash. 

1,500. Fifteen hundred dollars by his order on Stephen Cod- 
— — man, Esq., payable on 12th August nezt.t 
(2,500. 

The subscription having originally be^n made for five thousand 
dollars, but now redqced by the said Codman to the sum of 
twenty-five hundred dollars.t 

JAMES 4; T. H, PERKINS, 
JjAMES LLOYD, Jr. 

* Hence it appears that Richard Codman, beinff cleared from the embarraM- 
menti of his old debts by taking the benefit of uie Bankrupt Act, began the 
world anew in 1804, as a supercargo^ on a voyage to South America under the 
direction of Messrs. Perkins &, Lloyd, and that nis fiienda put $2,500 for him 
into the adventure — that being a condition of bis eniplojment. 

t By this it appears that $] ,500 out of the $2,500 was furnished by an or* 
der on Stephen Cowman. The remaining $1,000, paid in cash, was in fact 
also furnished by his friends through Stepnen, the whole being treated as a loan • 
to Richard for the purpose of enabling him to get the businm. See No. 361. 

X He was unable, even through his friends, to raise more than $2,500, in- 
stead of $5000, which he at first hoped to raise. 
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No. 861. 

[OEIGINAL.] 

Richard Cod/nan's note to Siephm Codmanfdr advanees* 

Boston, May IQ, 1804. 

For ralue received, I promise to pay Mr. Stephen Codman or 
tMrder, three thousand seven hundred and thirty-four dollars on 
demand with interest until paid.* 

♦3734. BICH'D CODMAN. 

No. 369. , 



The Receipt of Messrs. Perkins 4" Lloyd, showing that the order on 
8tephen Codman for 91500 was paid by him. 



[original.] 

y 

ti 

Boston; May 0th, 1804. 

Stephen Codman, Esq. 

Be pleased to pay Messrs. James d& Thomas H. JPerkins and 
James Lloyd, Jr» on the 12th of August next ensuing, Fifteen hun- 
dred dollars for value received, and charge the same to 

Your obedient servant, RICH'D CODMAN. 

91500— payable on 12th Aug. 1804. 

Accepted, STEPHEN CODMAN. 
Received payment, 

JAMES & T. H. PERKIJVS, 
JAMES LLOYD, Jr. 



* The consideration of this note u stated by the adminiitntor, was the 
ftlOOO paid and the $1500 engaged for to Memn). Perkina & Lloyd, and sun- 
ory small bills paid for the current expenses of Richard after his return from 
France, and for the outfits of his voyage, amountinff altogether to $1234, ad- 
vanced by his friends through Stepnen Codman, wnich added to the $2500 
make the amount of the note — ^the whole being put on the footing of a loan 
from Stephen to Richard. 
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]Vo. S6S. 

[ORtOIKAL.] 

The Account of Messrs. Perkins & Lloyd, respecting the 
South Airieriican Voyage. 
AccawU. jStof^ of SUp Corddia gnd. CyrgQ^ Be. Cb, 



Deo. 19 



1806. 
Mar. 22 



Prooeedi tili car^o lold on 4 months' credit, 
' per 8. Bradford's »ocount .............. 

l^^fProce^dsofl^ip sold q^ 4 months* credit, 
per S. Braafbrd's account 



John Prince, jian. for two sets of drawers 

belonging to the ship 

Samuel^radford, for an anchor 



Chaxgts. 

GrOTernment duties on the carj 

Beturn on acc't of damage, 

Balanco due from R Cpd- 

man on account of L'. A. 



23,032-82 



Kicp of Guyaguil. 
Debentures receivea for said 



3337 



Rico'i 



Hico s cocoa^ snipped to 
Europe per Argo, Warner, 735*04 

: 1,131.34 

Cost, of hogsheads, bags and making, truck- 
a^, wharfage, storage, labor hire, adver- 
tising and auction charges, dtc . . . • 

Freight and primage of 63 l&hds. of cocoa, 
shipped to Europe for account of L. A. 
Rico of Guayaquil^ per ship Argo, Warner, 

(N. B. This i^mount of $476-06 ii» to be re- 
funded in case the freight should not be 
earned by the •h^i.') 

Don Juan Stoughton s profits on $1,000, per 
agreement, 51109 

Deduct 22 mos. interest on $1,000, 11000 



agree- 



Richard Codman's commission 

ment, 4 per cent, on ^236,433- 
James Stuart's commission per a^reeikient, 

1 per cent, on $296,431^70 



1 per 
J-70.. 



Portage bill, disbursements, and expenses on 
vessel 

J. d^ T. H. Perkins* and J. Llovd, jr.^s com 
mission of 2^ per cent, on |(^,02018. . . 

Net proceeds passed proportionally to the 
credit of the respective adventures in the 
ratioofl51 iil« per centt 

1M,0W 



' f 

|9e9|97700 
27,00000 



1500 
12818 



27^43-18 



297,020.18 



21,903-46 



4,31684 



476-06 



401-09 

♦ 9,457.34 

2,364-33 



89,919.14 

10^-60 

7,425-50 



240,106-94 



I 297,090.18 



hfuium^ April 5, 1806. Errors Excepted. 



JAMES & T. H. PERKINS, 
JAMES LLOYD, Jr. 



* From this document it appears, that the accounts of Richard Codraan's 
▼oyage were wound up on the 5th of April, J 806, and that his commiisioiu 
upon the business amounted to $9,457-34. 

t By this proportion it appears, that Richard Codman was entitled for tbe 
$2,500 put in by him, to receive $3,795-29 proceeds. 
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[OBIOINAU] 

Jknoie rf RUkardCddnum'Si endcrstd 6y Stephen Codman^ to fifessrs. 
Perkht$ 4* Lloyd. 

Boston, December 10th, 1805. For value received I promise 
to pay Stephen Codman, Esquire, or order, in one hundred thirty 
days from date and grace. Five thousand one hundred sixty-one 
dbhars in in BiHs of any of the Banks of Massachusetts. 

RICHAED CODMAN. 
Endorsed, STEPHEN CODMAN. 
Boston, March Sth, 1806, Received on account of this note 
$4to,98 by Debentures. J. LLOYD, Jr. 

Settled in account with the estate of R. Codman this day Ap. 
34, 1806, with S* Codman, Administrator. 

JAMES jLLOTD, Jr. for himself, and 
J. d& T. H. PERKINS, Agents for the 

concerned in the Cordelia. 



[This document proves that Richard Codman had returned 
from South America in Dec. 1805. He died soon after. Thv 
receipt at the foot of the note shows that Messrs. Perkins 6d 
Lloyd settled their account with his administratorj who was en- 
titled to receive the amount due from them to Richard Codman 
for his commissions, ^c. deducting the note.] 
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Documents respecting a fraudulent alteration by 
William Vans of the bate of one of Richard Cod- 
man's obligations. 

IVo. 369. 
Richard Codman's OhUgatimfor 8,418 francs af rentti as it orig" 

inaUy was** - 

[coPT.] 
Je reconnais avoir re9u, i dtre d*empnint, du Cit- 
« fl ^ oyen William Vans, une Inscription tiers consolide 
^1 ^ de la dette publique de France ae la somme de huit 
S g* t oT mille quatre cent et quinze francs de rente annuelle, 
^ 'o fl laquelle l^nscription, qui 6tait sur le nom de Mad- 
*§ 00 ^ ' ame Vans, a kxk transferr6 i une autre pour mon 
fl fl ,S compte, et je m'engage JL rendre au Citoyen Vans, 
I ^ .S ou JL son ordre, la surdite Inscription de butt mille 
j^ g § quatre cent quinze francs de rente annuelle dans 
ol ^ *§ ^^ mois, avec ies inter^ts a compter de ce jour. A 
g g. J* Paris, le 8 Vendemiaire de I'an 9.t 
g o o^ 8415 de rente. RICHARD CODMAN. 



^» 9 S'C 



S'C Enregistre i Paris le 1 Germinal an 9$ — re9u 
^ '§ cS vingt six francs 93 o. et deux francs 70 c. de sub- 
g S vention d'apres le cours de la bourse du 8 Vende- 
miaire 9. II 

* For a tranf lation of the body of the ii6te, gee No. 205. The linei in the 
margin represent the ctirtificaU of faymadfor the stam dicly, as written in the 
margin of the original. They may be translated—" Seen— for the additional 
SUmp duty recelyed 64 francs 50c. &c. Paris. 8th Vendemiaire, year 9,"— afler 
which in the original follows an official signatare. Below the signature of Rich- 
ard Codman, towards the bottom of the paper, is the cert^fUate of regi$tratumj 
which may be translated — '' Registered at Paris the Ist Grerminal year 9. Re- 
ceived twenty-six francs 93c. and two francs 70c. additional according to the 
rate of the Cxchanse on the 8th Vendemiaire year 9," &c., with an official 
signatare. The only thing material to the present inquiry in these certifi- 
cates, is the dates. 

t In the original this figure, indicating the year of the French Republic, in 
which the Stamp duty was paid, is wholly cut ovt. There is now only a Atffc 
in the paper. 

X The ngure 9 heris indicates tht year of the French Republic in which the 
note was dated. It would be difficult, if not impossible, to determine now 
from inspection of the paper merely ^ what this figure originally was — whether 
a 9 or a 7. Tioo different colored inks are distinctly visible. It has beea 
somewhat bl4fUed also, and scratehed^ so that the paper m one part of the figore 
is worn through. There is no question that the true date waa the year 9. It is 
proved by the Paris correspondence, and by the French judgment, and is dis- 
tinctly admitted by Mr. Child—" The original was year 9." See his Review 
of a Report, &c. p. 27. 

§ Mr. Child asks why Vans, if be altered the date of the note, and cut oat 
the date of the Stam>, did not also alter or destroy the dates in the Certificate 
of Registry ? The answer is that the date of the Regbtry was immaterial^ 
an obRgation dated in the year 7 might well be registered in the year 9— jvt 
as a deed is often recorded long after its date. 

II This date is printed 9, bemuse we suppose that to have been the date 
uUendedr^bMi in the original the figure is notTsry UgibUy and might pass well 
enough either for a^ or a 7. 
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l^o. S66. 

[original.] 

A Letter from WiUiam Vans to the late Rufus G. Amoryj Esq. tn" 
closing a copy of the obligation for 8,415 francs of rente^ with 

TBS DATE ALTEREp/rOin yCOT 9 tO ycOT 7. 

Copy. 

100,000 Capital, 
or 5,000 rente Frovisoire. 

For value received in sflver money I promise to deliver to Mr. 
William Vans or to his order in three months from this date an in*- 
scription commonly called rente provisoire of the public debt of 
France of one hundred thousand fVancs capital or 5,000 rentes 
per annum. It being well understood that it is an inscription 
rente protisoire and not money let the price of said r<ent at the 
time of delivery be more or less. Paris 13 Vendemiaire, year 9, 
(say September, 1800,*) 

(Signed) RICHARD CODMAN. 

Copy. 

Second obligation. 

8,415 rentes tier consolidd, 
108,000 capital. • 

Borrowed and received of William Vans an inscription tiers 
consolid^ of the public debl; of France of the sum pf eight thous- 
and four hundred and fifteen francs rente per annum, which in- 
scription standing on the public books in the name of Madame 
Vans, and which has been transferred to another for my account, 
I promise to return to William Vans or to his order the same in- 
scription of 8,415 rentes tier consolide in one month from this 
date with the rentes then due. Paris, 8 Vendemiaire, 7th year,t 
or September, 1797.J: 

(Signed) RICHARD CODMAN. 

Boston, 27th October, 1809. 
Mr. R. Amoiy, 

Dear Sir,— ^Having found the original of the two obligations of 
J. & R. Codman, given me by R. Codman I now inclose you a 
copy ofthem^ and it would give me great pleasure if the commu- 
nication I have made to you would induce the heirs of the 

* This obligation is correctly copied, and the French date ia correctly ren- 
dered by the corresponding Enj^lish date. In the original " year nine, is in 
words, whereas in the other obligation it was merely a figure 9. 

f This date is/oZ^e— 7 being put for 9.-^ Vend, year 9 of the French Re- 
public corresponds to our 29th Sept. 1800. — 8 Vend, year 7 corresponds to)29 
Sept. 1796. The latter date was very Utile after the time when the dissolution 
of J. & R. Codman conld have been known in Paris. 

t This is a/o/^e translation x)f the ftifse date. It should be Sept. 1798. Sept. 
1797 was long before the dissolution of J. & R. Codman. The French Repub- 
lican year began with the Ist Vendemiaire, answering to our 22 September— 
■o that some days of the same September fall in one year, and some in another 
year of the French Republican Calendar. 
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estates of Messrs. J. &, R. Codman to come to an amicahle settle 
ment with me/ as I am disposed to make every sacrifice that 
prudence could dictate to obtain that object* As I intend to 
leave Boston the beginning of next week I would thank you to 
give me the decision of the heirs as soon as you conveniently can* 
t am sir^ your obedient servant^ WM« VANS. 

I will wait on you at any time you may please appoint and 
make any further communication you may desire in my power 
as I have no secrets in this business. 



]Vo» 367. 

[copy.] 

A copif made bv Andrew Ritchie, Esg>9 {whik he was in the ojfiee 
of the kUe Kufus (?, Amory,) of a written statement handed to 
Mr. Amory by Wm. VanSf in the year 1809» and afterwards re- 
turned to said Vans, 

The following are a statement of two accounts — one agreeable 
to the account of John 4* Richard Codman,f given to Mr. Vans by 
Richard Codman in the month of Pluviose, 9 year of the Repub- 
lic (year 1800, January.) The other is an account stated agree- 
able to the judgment rendered in France in the year 1800» up to 
the year 1806, say November, 1806. • 

Mr. Vans lent to Messrs. John Sp Richard Codman at Paris, in 
September, 1797,| five per cent stock oif the public funds of 
France, commonly called tier consolidated, amounting to 8415 
rentes per annum, representing a capital of 168,000, which rente 
Richard Codman promised in writing to return me on demand 
with all the arrearages due and coming due from the time it waa 
lent to him until he should return it to me ; as this rente has never 
yet been returned to me, I will now fix the average value of it 
for five years last past, say at 80 the hundred, amounts to 

127,000 
The rents or interest paid by the French Government 
on the above capital annually of 8415 francs, was paid 
to Messrs. J. S^ R. Codman^ or to their representative, 
from the Ist September, 1797| to Ist September 1809, 
is 12 years, amounts to - - - 100,960 

'* This ezhibitB the motive of the misrepresentation to Mr. Amory, who was 
the counsel of the Executor and heirs of John Codman. See also No. 367. 

f John and Richard Codman bein^ at this time both dead, Mr. Vans falsely 
represents to the Executor and heirs, presuming on their ignorance of the 
transactions in France, that John ^ Ruhard Codman had rendered him an ac- 
count in the year 1800, charging themselves with his property as borrowed /ir 
account of the house. See the accounts which were rendered by Richard Cod- 
man alone, and also by Wm. Vans against Richard Codman afone. Nos. 202, 
233. 

t Mr. Vans here states the loan as made to John 4* Richard Codman; and to 

five color to the statement fixes the date of the transaction in September, 
797, which was before the date of the dissolution, instead of December, 1798, 
or January, 1799, which was after the dissolution, and when the loan in fact 
took place. See Nos. 102, 181 , 192. 
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John tf Richard Codman also borrowed of Mr. Vans 
lOOyOOO fr, rentes provis.* so called, giving an interest 
of 5 per cent per annum, this rent Richard Codman 
promised in writing to return to me in rentes (and not 
money) let the value of said rentes be what it might 
when it should be returned, this rent is worth in the 
market ...... 00,000 

So the interest due me on this stock of 100,000 francs 
rents provis. at 5 per cent per annum from the 1st Sep- 
tember 1800, to the 1st September 1809, is 9 years, 
which amounts to - - - - 45,000 

The ct-devant Mrs, Faiu gave into the hands of Rich- 
ard Codman, copartner of John Codman^ in the month of 
May 1798,t the proceeds of the sale of two houses, 
amounting to 73,000 francs, with orders to purchase 
with it 5 per cent stock tier consolidated, which he 
bought at 11 5 sols the hundred, - - 73,000 

The interest on this sum, which R. Codman says ought 
to be allowed at the rate of 5 per cent, amounting 
fromMay 1798 to May 1809, is 11 years, - 40,150 

446,130 
We will now credit Messrs. J. & R. Codman the 
amount of their account J^ which includes £100 ster- 
ling jioiil ilfr. Vans hy John Codman at Boston,^ and 
which account was given to Mr. Vans by Richard Cod* 
man at Paris, in Pluviose, 9th year, amounts to 

24,000 
Supposed interest, - - 10,000 34,000 

francs 412,130 
This balance is due Mr. Vans agreeable to the principle 
laid dawn by J, Sf R* Codman in Pari5,|| but which 
principle Mr. Vans does not agree to. 

We now state the account against J. & R. Codman 
agreeable to the different judgments rendered in 

^ Tuto falaehoods at least, yix : lit, that the tranaaetion was with, or for ac- 
count of John tf Biehaard Codman ; 2d, that it was a new loan of atocks. Thia 
obligation was not for another loan of stocks, bat for arrears of interest, &c. on 
the old one, which arrears of interest are nevertheless here claimed in full by 
a separate item. See No*s 206, 209. 

t Another falsification of date. The sale of Mrs. Vans* houses by Richard 
Codman is stated to have been in May '1)8, before the news of the aissolution 
(which took place at Boston on the 1st of that month,) could be supposed to 
have reached Paris. It was in fact in May *99, more than a year afler the 
dissolution. See No's 194, 202. 

X A repetition of the falsehood that an account had been rendered to him 
in the name and behalf of Joibi S^ Richard Codman. 

§ This falsehood is bolstered up by referring to the £100 which he received 
from John Codman in Boston, (the payment of which he supposed would ap- 
pear as it does, in John Codman 's books,) as if it had been a payment by John 
Codman on account of V.*s daims againet the house. See No. 132 &c. tor the 
truth of the transaction. 

II As if a claim had been made on John Codman in Paris, and admitted 
by him ! See the Paris correspondence. 

42 
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France in the year 1800 ap to the jear 1806| (say to 
Noyember 1806.) 

Mr. Vans lent to J. S^ jR. Codman at pr R. Codman's 
obligation 8415 rentes tier consolidated at 5 per cent 
stock, which stock was by a written agreement to be 
returned to Mr. Vans in rentes, and confirmed by dif- 
ferent judgments, and has been valued by the judgments 
at 80 francs the hundred^^ which amounts to-day to 
The rents or interest which has been paid by the 
French Government to J. d& R. Codman, or to their 
representatives, from the 1st September 1797t to the 
year 1809, is 12 years, at 8415, ... 

Mr. Vans also lent to J. i^ R. Codman 100,000 fir. of 
stock called rentes provis. or 5 per cent stock to be re- 
turned in stock, and confirmed by sundry judgments^ 
which stock not being yet returned to me, I now fix 
the value agreeable to the judgments, at - - 

The interest on this capital of 100,000 fr. as per judg* 
ment at 5 per cent from September 1800 to Sept^nber 
1809, is 9 years, amounts to - <- - 

The ci-devant Mrs. Vans put into the hands of Rich- 
ard Codman, copartner of John Codman, 73,000 fr. to 
purchase rentes tier consolidated, or 5 per cent stock, 
the 7 Prairial 7 year, say May 1798,| and which stock 
R. Codman did buy at 11 5 sols the hundred, as i» 

g roved by sundry judgments ordering him to deliver to 
Ir. Vans 33,000 rentes tier consolidated, which rentes 
are worth, agreeable to those judgments to-day, 

Richard Codman was also condemned to pay ci-de- 
vant Mrs. Vans the rents due and coming due from 
May 1798 to May 1809, which is 11 years, at 33,000 
per annum, ..... 



127,000 
100,980 

00,000 
45,009 



575,000 



363,000 



The expenses of suit as per judgments* 



1,270,980 
i 130,000 



francs 1,400,000 
Mr. Vans also claims of J. & R. C^ half of my expen- 
ses to America, 3,000, Compadre note 4,000, cash of 
Rose 10,000, &.C. This is the balance due Mr. Vans 
after deductings — 

1st, the account of J, Sf R» Codman^ of 

2d, the Dreux Estate^ 

3d, the Firmancourt Estate 

4th, cash of Babutf 



24,000 4* m. thereem 

80,000 

27,000 

70,000(1 



* The valuation was 90,000 for 168.000. 

t This false date is repeated throughout. 

t This false date is likewise repeated throughout 

§ The costs taxed in all the judgments pr^uced by Vans, taken together, 
do not exceed a few hundred francs. 

II Vans here admitSf that he had recovered out of Richard Codman's prop- 
erty in France, (in addition to the amount of the £100 Bill which he credits 
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This 18 the statement agreeable to the judgment rendered 
i^fainst J. & R. Codman from 1800 to 1806. 

The foregoing is a statement of jfhcts which fully prove the 
Justice of my demand. 

fiut it has been said that the limitation act deprives me of my 
demand on Mr. John Codman. I confess I cannot understand 
how the limitation act should affect this demand. In the first 

i^lace John Codman and myself have been in dispute in France 
rom the year 1800 to the year 1806, as the last judgment I ob- 
tained against John Codman* was in November 1806, only three 
J ears ago. I also stated my demand on Mr. John Codman in a 
)tter to Mr. Stephen Codman, as Administrator, about 5 years 
ago ; this letter I sent open under cover to Mr. James Prince, who 
wrote me for answer he had delivered this letter to Mr. Stephen 
Codman ; here then I presume is a demand according to law* 
and this fact can be proved by Mr. Jona. Amory, who told me he 
saw Mr. Prince read the letter, and he knew that he gave it to 
Mr. Codman. 

I also addressed myself to Mr. John Lowell at Paris, who 
wrote me that he had wrote Mr. Stephen Codman, and advised 
him to settle this business with me. And on the return of Mr. 
Lowell from Switzerland he told me he had received a letter 
from Stephen Codman refusing to do any thing with me in this 
ufair.f Mr« Babut, the agent of John Codman, told me he 
wrote Mr. S. Codman, and shewed me the letter he had wrote, 
and he also gave me the letter which Mr. Codman wrote him in 
answer, wherein Mr. S. Codman declined htimng any thing to do 
with me.f AH these circumstances fully prove that Mr. S. Cod- 
man was not ignorant of my demand* and that I was then 
ftosecuHng Mr. John Codman in JFVance.| And my letter to Mr. 
Stephen Codman under cover to Mr. Prince proves that I made 
this demand at Boston. I also repeated this demand to the Rev. 
Mr. John Codman as one of the heirs at Paris in presence of Mr. 
Pye. I flatter myself that this statement will convince Mr. Am 

as still unpaid,) 177,000 francs, atid adding the £100 Bill which he ofitets, 
that he had realised iJ01,000 fhmes for his elaim. In this statement he does 
not inelode the estate of La Thaillerie, which he with Pacaud and others also 
recovered, as appears by the French iadgment. This estate was sold at ane- 
tion bv order of Court and produced 50,100 francs. Vans himself bid it off. 
This also appears by the French judgment. So that he must have realised in 
the whole ever 850,000 francs. The whole amount of R. C*m. cash (Ml to Mr. anil 
Mr$. Vans together was only about 100,000 francs — and estimating the stock 
at its tkm market yalue, did not exceed 200,000 francs, at about which rate 
Bichard Codman repeatedly offered to settle. Thus it appears from his own 
showing that Mr. Vans ha4 been avenaid out of Richard Codman*s property 
for all uat was justly due to him and his wift. 

* Representing it as a judgment against John Codman for his debtf instead 
of being, as it was, a judgment against John Codman*s daim on the property. 

t This is what Vans represents in his publications as a fraudulent deten- 
fsen qf him in France hj tne Executor, for the purpose of gaining time and 
pleadmg the Statute of Limitations. 

t Prosecuting Mr. John Codman in France ! No more than John Codman 
was prosecuting him. Both were prosecuting their respective claims against 
Richard Codman* s property. 
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or J that the limitation act does not affect niy demand on J. 6^ R# 
Codman. 

It has also been said that J. Sl. R. Codman was not partneri^ 
in the transaction with me, but that it was a paiticQlar transao* 
tion with Richard Codman, in his name onty. The question 
then is, who is Richard Codman 1 

In 1791 Richard Codman was established at Boston under the 
firm of J* 6c R. Codman. tn 1794 Richard Codman went ta 
France, and established a house there for account of John and 
Richard Codman under the simple signature of Richard Codman^ 
This then was the signature of the house at Paris, and I can 

Erova by a multitude of documents, that all the business done bj 
Lichard Codman at Paris from the year 1794 to 1800 was in hi» 
own simple signature for account of J. Sc R. Codman. 

The ship Thetis, Capt. 8. Prince^ which belonged to 3. 6c K* 
Codman and which Richard sent into Lisbon andwas loaded by 
Mr. Church, all the correspondence with Mr. Dorhman 6c 
Church, all bills of exchange, accounts current, and the whole 
correspondence in the name of Richard Codman, but all for ac^ 
count and risk of J. dc R. Codman, as is proved by John Cod* 
man's letter to Mr. Church from Boston.* 

I have also all the correspondence of Richard Codman in hi# 
own name with London and Hamburg for account of J. 6c R« 
Codman. I have also the transactions in France of Richard 
Codman in buying and selling more than three millions of inscrip^ 
tions or public stock in his own name, but /or account ofJ.S^lL 
Codman^ as can be proved hy Mr. Lecaxe the broker f also by Mr* 
Nottt Chitting who went on to HoUand to seU inscriptions for Mr* 
Codman^ also by Mr. Wm. LeCf Mr. Griffith, J. Russell^ Mr. Par^ 
ker, Mr. Putnam, Mr. Hichhom, Mr. Andrews, the Mr. PrinceSf 
Mr. Murray, Dr. Edwards and one hundred others,^ and particu* 
larly the sale of the ship Gov. Bowdoin by R. Codman to Put' 
nam 6c Callender. 

All these transactions prove that the signature of the house of 
J. & R. Codman at Paris was Richard Codman. Therefore when 
I placed fund» in the hands of Richard Codman at Paris, it wa« 
the same as if I had placed them in the hands of J. d[> R. C. aa 
they were copartners trading under the signature of Richard 
Codman, which their books wiU prove at Paris and also at Boston.^ 

It has also been said that the transaction between Messrs. Cod- 
mans and myself was gambling and not permitted by Law, of 
course Mr. Codman was not answerable for the inscriptions. 
Suppose for a moment this to be the fact, then certainly the Pul^ 
lie funds I lent to the Messrs. Codmans must be returned to me 
or paid for at par, which funds at par with the interest due there- 

• See No. 371, &c. 

t How comes it that Mr. Vans does not prove the fact by any of th(>ae wit- 
nesses ? Cutting's testimony we have, and see what it amounts to, No. 365. 
Mr. Wm. Lee, is now resident in Boston, and can be called to testify. Mr. 
Jo. Rnasell is also usually resident in Boston. See his Affidavit respecting 
the dissolution, No. 99. Mr. Putnam's testimony we have. See No. 377. 

t Unluckily for Mr. Vans their books prove the contrary. 
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on will amount to-daj, at least to 400,000 fr. without recovering 
the 73,000 fr« paid to Richard Codman from the proceeds of the 
■ale of the two houses. 

tlxttadft&m the Report of the Legishtttve Committee tf/1833. 

** The Committee are satisfied that this date has been intention* 
ei/y altered and defaced, and that the date of the stamp has been 
intentionally cut out.'* [See the Report at length, containing a 
eummarj of the evidence before that Committee^ Nob 412.] 

No. 369. 

Extrattfrom the Report of the Legislative Committee of 1835. 

«< Your Committee find that said Report" (that of the Com- 
mittee of 1833} " contains a fair and substantially correct state* 
ment of the claim of said Vans, and of all the material facts of his 
case/* [See the Report, No. 415. It does not state the evidence.] 

A report from minutes of eounseh of oral testimony before the Leg^ 

islative Committee of 1835 respecting the alteration of Richard 

Codman*s note*. 

Henry Codman, being sworn, stated in answer to questions put 
to him that he was not an heir of John Codman, that he was a 
nephew of his, and a son of Stephen Codman, the executor. 

Being requested to depose what he knew respecting the altera- 
tion of the note, he testified in substance as follows. 

I never saw this note until I saw it produced before a Commit- 
tee of the Legislature in 181 K12. All I knew of it before was 
by a letter from William Vans to the late Ruiiis G. Amory, in 
which the note was represented as dated 8 Vendemiaire, year 7 
— ^which Vans said was Sept. 1797. We knew, or learnt, enough 
of the French Almanac to ascertain that 8 Vend, year 7, must 
have been Sept. 1798 and not *97. We thought that error of the 
translation an accident-^and went before the Committee suppos- 
ing the real date of the note to be Sept. '98 — for we had at that 
time very little knowledge of the facts of the case. The instru- 
ment was produced, and appeared to bear date of the year 7, and 
it so passed through the whole of that hearing. We did not scru- 
tinize it severely. It always puzzled us, comparing this date 
with that of other papers and facts which came to our knowledge, 
how this note should have been dated in '98. This hearing was 
in 1811--12. It was argued that the date of the note being four 
months after the dissolution, there was time enough for notice to 
have reached Paris. Mr. Jesse Putnam testified to facts respect- 
ing it. At a subsequent hearing the note was produced again and 
the date of the year appeared to be a 9 instead of a 7, and it ap- 
peared blurred and blotted. It was obvious that there had been 
an era'iure — a tampering with the paper. — The late Mr. Samuel 
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Dexter* who was coensel in the eaae, barged Vans direetly with 
a forgery, and threatened to have him indicted. Two jears ago 
I stated this to have happened in 1814.* 1 hare since satisfied 
myself that it must have been in 1812-13. The reason of my for- 
mer impression was that Mr. Samuel Dexter, who was our coun- 
sel in 1814, charged Vans with the forgery, and I supposed Mr. 
Dexter had attended before one Committee only* But 1 have 
since ascertained by his receipt for services that he attended be« 
fore two committees. I never observed that the date of the stamp 
certificate had been cut out until it was discovered and pointed 
out by Mr. Franklin Dexter at a hearing before the Committee of 
1833. I believe I did not see the paper from 1814 to 1832. I 
never saw it except at hearings before Committees. It was vety 
little in my hands at any time-^never except in the presence of 
Mr. Vans, and his counsel and the Committee. There is a larger 
and more decided blot on the paper now in the place of the figure 
9, than there was at the time of the second hearing. 

FranMin Dexter^ testified that he was present, as counsel, at 
the hearing before the Committee of 1633, and on careful exam- 
ination of one of the notes produced by Vans, I observed that be- 
sides the alteration of the principal date, the date of the year in 
the stamp certificate had been cut out. It has been altered since 
I saw it last. The hole is now much larger and more irregular 
than it was then. It was then a very small diamond shaped cut, 
just large enough to take out the figure 9, not very perceptible 
without close examination, and evidently made with a sharp in* 
strument. When the cut and the alteration were pointed out to 
the Committee Mr. Vans was present. He did not charge Mr- 
Henry Codman or any other person, with having done it. He 
said nothing.! Mr. Child in argument suggested that it mig^t 
possibly have been done at some hearing b^ore a Committee by 
some person having an adverse interest. It hardly amounted to 
a distinct charge against any body. 

Thomas Loring^ (a member of the Committee of 1833)-~also 
testified that Vans then made no charge upon any body, and that 
the hole was smaller than it is now* 

* Before this time Mr. Vani had procured a traiiBlatioB of the note certified 
by Samuel Mackay, which ^vea the true date of the year. The tranalator'a 
certificate is dated Feb. 16, 1813. 

f This inquiry was made of the witnesses, because at the hearing before the 
Committee of 1835, when the alterations and cuttinM were pointed out to the 
Committee, Mr. Vans pursuing the suggestion of Mr. Child's Review thit it 
was done by some of the Codman fiuoiily, hastily rose and cried out, <* Harry 
Corfmsfididit!" 
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Sundry papers published by William Vans purporting 
to be documents in his possession proving the liability 
of John Codman's estate for his demand — with sun- 
dry documents in our possession relating to the same 
matters. 

No. 371. 

rFrom Vans' pamphlet of 1813. addrened to the Honoiable Senate and House 
ofRepreientatives in Genend Court aaaembled, at page 11.] 

Letter from Richard Codmauj at Haore^ to Edtoard Chwrek^ at 

Lishtm. 

Haybb, 29th May, 1795. 
Edward Church, Esq. 

Sir, — Capt. Prince has duly banded me your favor of the 

March, and I have paid due note to the arrangement made by 
you with him, for the amount of the cargo o{ the Thetis, which 
shall be punctually complied with on my part. 

A part has already been paid in London, and the whole would 
have been at the time the bills became due, had Mr. Dorhman 
been less frightened, or more confiding in my honor and 
punctuality. I had made arrangements for this purpose, but 
upon hearing from Capt. Prince that you had taken up the busi- 
ness, and advanced the money, I thought no harm could arrive to 
Mr. Dohrman to be redrayvn upon, since it would be only paying 
back again the money he had received of you, and that you 
would not suffer, because you would draw upon London for your 
advances on your friend, which I shall pay attention to, and place 
funds in the hands of Messrs. Reed and Parkinson for that pur- 
pose, to which effect I have already ordered ;^,500, into their 
hands from Hamburg, and tomorrow I leave this for London and 
shall immediately place the balance in their hands. You may 
therefore rest perfectly easy, that in the course of a very few days 
your friend will be in cash for the whole. 

I have a letter from Mr. Dohrman of 24th March, in which he 
says, that his friends in London have made insurance upon the 
Thetis's cargo at 4 per cent, at which I am astonished. What 
orders had Mr. Dohrman to make insurance for me ? Upon no 
principle could he do it. If he wrote before he heard the bills 
were noted, it was unwarrantable ; if afterward, he certainly had 
no pretensions, because it was you that was under the advance, 
and he perfectly secure. The insurance has been done by my 
friend in Hamburg, and all that Mr. Dohrman bar done, being 
without my order, and entirely unjustifiable upon any principle, 
must remain for his account. 

I have now to thank you. Sir, for the interference you were 
kind enough to make in this affair, and to assure you anew of the 
strictest attention to your reimbursement, by placing without de- 
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lay in the hands of Reed and Parkinson the amount necessary to 
complete the whole. I am with respect, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, (Signed) RICHARD CODMAN.* 

IVo. 373. 

[From the same pamphlet p. 10.] 

From John Codman^ at Boston, in the name of the House, to Eld- 
teard Church, Lisbon* 

Boston, 23d June, 1795. 
Edward Chubcb, Esq., Lisbon. 

Sir, — We cannot sufficiently acknowledge your kind inter- 
ference for our honor, in the affair of the Thetis, Capt Samuel 
Prince. We hope for opportunity to express our sentiments 
more fully, in the mean time please to accept our thanks. 

We presume ere this our R, C, has taken up Capt. Prince's 
bills in the hands of Messrs. Dohrman's friends in England, and 
that they have replaced the ^£7,000 sterl. you advanced them.t 
We are with great respect, 

JOHN &. RICHARD CODMAN. 

iVo. 373. 

[From the same pamphlet p. 11.] 

From William Porter East, Lisbon, to Edward Church, 

Lisbon, 12th March, 1796. 
My dear Sir, I wrote you last post, under date of the 8th inst. 
I have now to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 19th and 20th 
ult. handed me last night by Col. Humphreys, the three first bills 
drawn by Richard Codmaii of Paris, on Jacob Dohrman 6c^ Co. 
of this city as follows. 

1 dated 9th February for Reas 4343 412 ) 

1 do. do. for 350 000 > at 30 days sight. 

1 do. 20th do. for 5000 000 j 

I presented this morning. Mr. Dohrman had only advice of the 
two first ; he shewed me his account current with Messrs. John 
and Richard Codman, by which it appears, that he had only about 
430 000 of theirs, he therefore accepted the one for 350,000, the 
two others I presented to Messrs. John Bulkely and Son, who 
told me they had no knowledge of the drawers, they are therefore 

* There is no question^ and never was, that this letter, written lonf before 
the dissolution, relates to business of the house of J. &R. Codman. Their ship 
Thetis, was despatched to Lisbon for a car^. The funds, wbich Richard Cod- 
man should have provided, for some reason failed. Dohrman &, Co. the con- 
signees refused in consequence to furnish the cargo. Mr. Edward Church, 
the U. S Consul there, being well acquainted with the solidity of the bouse of 
J. & R. Codman, came forward at the Captain's request and made the requi- 
site advances. The foregoing letter was written in consequence. See also at 
No. 279, several Bills of Exchange (also published by Vans) connected with 
the same business. 

t It will be noted that John Codman relies on Richard, as representing the 
house in Europe, and well provided with partnership fUnds, to take up the 
bills, and rectify the mistake. 
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with a notary public to be protested/ which cannot be done in 
time for this post ; they shall go bj the next, and bear date of 
this day, which will have the same effect, as if sent forward now. 
At maturity I shall present the bills to Mr. D. who may perhaps 

Say them, should Mr. Codman point out a mode of reimoursing 
im. 

I have not time to answer your ^letter fully at this time, but 
shall next post. I supplied Gapt. Leach only with the amount 
of Mr. Codman's bill, for <£100 sterling being at 
had I advanced any thing more, I should not have neglected to 
advise you immediately. 

Col. Humphrey's desires me to present his best compliments^ 
not being able to write you now — he will in a short time. Mrs. 
C. and family are well, they desire their most affectionate and 
tender regards. I shall in any instance attend strictly to your 
interest as far as I am able, and am constantly, my dear sir, 
your's affectionately. 

(Signed) WILLIAM PORTER EAST. 

N. B. Mr. R, C clears to be a very irregular man in husi" 
nessji it will therefore be necessary for you to act with the great- 
est caution. Should the bills on D. now under protest, be finally 
returned,! shall still be able to discharge regularly all acceptances ; 
but there are other demands, which for the credit of your house I 
would wish to pay as soon as possible. 

1¥0. 374. 

[From the uune pamphlet p. 9.] 
Letter from Edward Church to William Va$is. 

Paris, 15th Prairial, An. dix, or June, 18(KL 
Mr. William Vans, 

Sir, — Agreeable to yours of the I3th inst., I embrace the first 
moment of leisure to explain to you the circumstances which 
gave birth to the transaction which took place between Richard 
Codman and me, and relative to which, at the time of your re- 
quest, I entrusted you with the most material papers then in my 
possession. 

In the month of January 1795, dif ring my residence in Lisbon, 
as consul general of the United States of America for that King- 
dom, arrived a ship from the port of Havre in France (called the 
Thetis) commanded by Samuel Prince of Boston, belonging to 
the house of John and Richard Codman, of the same place, and 
consigned by Richard Codman, a partner of said house, then re* 
siding in France in his own particular name, to the house of 
Jacob Dohrman and Co. of Lisbon. This ship being loaded and 
ready to sail for Havre, from whence she came, intelligence was 
received from London, that the bills furnished for the payment of 

* It will be noted that Rtchard*i funds, from lome misarrangement, failed 
again, and that some of hii bills were protested. 

t Mr. East seems to have well understood the cause of the failure, ss well as 
the mode of binding John Codman on a mercantile instrument. See No. 9B3. 
43 
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said cargo were noted, and in all probabUity would not be paid, 
in consequence of which advice Dohrman thought proper to de- 
tain the ship. 

In this distress Capt Prince applied to me for advice and as- 
sistance, assured me that the ship and cargo were the propertj of 
John and Richard Codman of Boston, though ostensibly in the 
name of Richard Codman alone, and prayed me (as he presum- 
ed I could not doubt the solidity of John Codman of Boston) to 
interfere for the honor and interest of the said house. 

Being myself of the same town, and knowing the Captain and 
owners many years, I supposed I might safely venture to comply 
with his request, and therefore without hesitation, or other security 
than the reputation of the house of John and Richard Codman, I 
immediately advanced seven thousand pounds sterl. in order to 
liberate said ship, which sailed without further delay, and arrived 
safe at Havre, by which act of confidence and friendship, I was 
flattered by the Captain with great expectations from said house, 
all which terminated in the loss of jf800 sterl. in difference of ex- 
change, and interest before the liquidation of that loan.* 

You ask me for a copy of the account current, as it stood be- 
tween Richard Codman and me ; to which I answer, that the 
house of Gildermasher & Co. of Lisbon, being interested in my 
commercial transactions to this Country during the war, the books 
were kept in their counting house, whence aD the accounts were 
issued. 

But I have furnished you with a letter in the hand writing of 
John Codman, dated 23d June, 1795, and signed John and Rich- 
ard Codman, which clearly proves that the business, transacted 
by and for the ostensible account of R» Codman at Paris, was for 
account of John S^ Richard Codman of BostoiLf I am totally a 
stranger to any ybrma/ dissolution of that house,( and therefore had 
I given credit to Richard Codman 6 months ago, I should have 
considered J(^n Codman of Boston equally responsible, because 
til m^ opiman neither of the copartners have taken the regular 
steps to announce the dissolution to the world.^ 

* If this iB true it mmt hcve been Mr. Chorcfa't own fknit, a» the hoiue was 
abundftntly able to pay him. and there was no question that the businen was 
for account of the Irause. See No. 373. Richard, on whom John Codman re- 
lied in the businen, may have failed to indemnify Mr. Chiueh in full through 
some eztraordinaiy nefffigence ; if he did there is no evidence that John Cod- 
man ever had notice of the fact This letter was not jniUished until long after 
his death ; nor does it appear that Mr. Church ever called upon John Codman. 

t Never disputed. It was within the ordinary scope of tte partnership. 

t Mr. Church does not pretend to say that he had not heard of the dissoln- 
tion— but that ho was ** a stranger to any formal dissolution"— meaning probft- 
bly that he himself had no direct notice if it from the parties. Why should he. 
He was no correspondent of the House. They had no dealings with him either 
before or after the afiair of the Thetis. This was a case bj itself Being the 
U. S. Consul, and being called upon for aid by the Captain of an Amencan 
ship, knowing the thing to be perfectly safe, and being as he says " flattered 
hf the Ctmtain with great expectations from said house," he voluntarily made 
certain advances for their account. These were repaid, or at least supposed b;f 
John Codman to be so, in full, with suitable thanks— and this terminated their 
business connection. 

§ This is Mr. Church*s emnion. The opinion of the reader will be quite as 
good. See the evidence ofthe dissolution No. 77, Ac. 



339 

If it be true that it was announced in Boston, it is to presumed 
it was not reffularlj announced, thai u, it had not the consent and 
signature of Richard Codman; and if otherwise^ the pubUcationof 
the said dissolution in Paris must naturuUy he supposed to have been 
omitted for sinister purposes^ for which both parties are necessarily 
responsible.* 

In all commercial countries the customs of merchants are con- 
sidered as laws, to determine claims between contending parties. 

It is therefore to be presumed^ that an irregular or mocK disso- 
lution of the partnership of John and Richard Codman, can 
nerer militate against your demands, and that your just claims 
against Richard^ must always be good against John CoAnanA 

1 do not pretend to be versed in the laws of this country, but 
the matter would scarcely admit half an hour^s debate in Eng- 
land or the United States of America.^ 

On all Occasions where I can be useful in support of your 
just claims, I pray you freely to command. 

Your friend and fellow citizen, 
(Signed) EDWARD CHURCH. 

IVo. S75. 

iTrom the nine pamphlet, p. 17.] 

A paper purporting to be the deposition of Benjamin Cattender.^ 

On the fifth of Messidor, tenth year of the French Republicv 
before us, Anthony Lamaegre, Judge of the Peace, assisted by 
our Clerk — has 84>peared, on the invitation we made him. Citi- 
zen Bepjamin Callender, merchant, and citizen of the United 
States of America, residing at Pajis, rue basse du rampart, No. 
353, passage Sanderen, division du Mont blanc, to whom we ^ve 
notice of the request of Citizen Vans in date of yesterday, and 
were answered that he was ready and offered to tell the truth in 
answering to the demands that we think proper to make to him 
upon this subject. Upon which I, Judge of the Peace, proceed- 
ing in conformity to the said request of said Vans, and with the 
consent of Citizen Callender, put the following questions to him'; 

* We have here the ground of Mr. Church'i opinion. He jprenoiMt that 
Rlchaid Codman*! previoui consent and signature to the notice of dissolu- 
tion were necessary to make it valid in law. ProbabW the opinions of Mr. 
Lowell and his fiither the late Judge Lowell, who advised the course to be pur^ 
sued j[See No. 383,) will be thought better than Mr. Church's upon a mere 
miestion of law, especially when backed hj the opinions in other cases of 
Chancellor Kent and many other eminent judges. As to the publication of 
Botioe •» PmriSy BAr. C. goes upon the^retmnpCieii that there was a house of 
iradB taUMUkeli there to whion John Codman was a party, as Vans had no 
doubt told him. We have seeii that this was not the fact. 

t The opinion here is founded upon another prsnnmrtioii, namely , that there 
had been a mock dissolution, for so Vans doubtless informed him. 

t To this we entirely a^ree. The point has been repeatedly adjud^fed, 
both in England and in this country, that where the contract of partnership is 
not for a fixed term of years it is a partnership at toiU, and may be dissolved by 
either party at his pleasure, with or without the consent of his copartner. 

$ This paper when produced before the Committee of 1835, was found to be 
without any authentication or signature, either of the magistrate or witness. 
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Quesiiari Do you know the house of commerce of John and 
Richard Cpdman 1 Answer. I know that the brothers John and 
Richard Codman are merchants and copartners together- 

: Q. Since what time has Richard Codman lived io France t 
A, I have known Richard Codman at Havre and at Paris since 
1794. 

Q. What was the motive of Richard Codman's residence in 
France ? A, It was generally thought Richard Codman resided 
in France to do commercial business for the account of the house 
of John and Richard Codman. 

Q. Have you done business in France with John and Richard 
Codman 1 A. In the year 1795 I purchased in France, for ac- 
count of my house of rutnam and Callender, tke ship Governor 
Bowdoin, which belonged to John and Richard Codman. 

Q. Did Richard Codman sell you the ship as belonging to 
him, or as belonging to the house of John and Richard Codman 1 
it. Richard Codman sold us in his own name the said ship Gover- 
nor Bowdoin» as a skip which belonged to John and Richard Cod- 
flum, as appears by the account current of Richard Codman with 
Putnam and Callender, a copy of which I leave and deposit in 
your office. 

Q. What right had Richard Codman to sell you in his own 
name a ship which belonged to John and Richard Codman 1 A. 
I have always considered Richal'd Codman, though acting in his 
own name of Richard Codman, as r^esenting the house of John 
and Richard Codman ; and I thought the contract of sale signed 
by him Richard Codman, as obligatory against Richard and John 
Codman, and I never heard anydiing that was contrary to it.* 

Q. Have you had any other business with Richard Codman ! 
A. I have done a great deal of business at Paris at different 
times with Richard Codman. I lent him in the month of Pluvi- 
ose, 3d year, 60,000 livres assignats, for which I took his bill m 
his own name^ considering it the same as if I had taken the signa- 
ture of John and Richard Codman, knowing they were copart- 
ners trading under the firm of Richard Codman ;t and every body 
at Paris knew that Richard Codman was copartner at Paris with 
his brother John Codman, and that he was doing business as a 
merchant in his own name for account and benefit of John and 
Richard Codman.} 

Q. Have you been informed of the dissolution of the copart- 
nership of John and Richard Codman 1 A. I have never been 



* Thii tnuoMCtion was in '96, sevenl yean before the diamlution of J. At R. 
_j .• , . .. - .. .. Nodoabteuch 

jost as binding 



Codman, and wai entirely witliin the scope of the partnenhip. No doabtsoch 
a contract njped by Richard, '^repreaenting the honae," was j 



on John as if signed by himself. 

t Mr. Child repadiates this notion of a jSrm ealled Richard Codman-— and with 
reason. There never was any such firm. See Mi, Child's Review, p. 54. 

t This was perfectly troe at the date mentioned. The month Pluviose, 3d 
year of the FYench Republic, was Jan. or Feb. '95. But nobody ever knew of 
his doing business for account of his house, otherwise thnnasamere/uaa while 
the house existed. Nobody ever knew of his borrowing certificates of stock 
for the use of the house. 



infenned fry letter^ nor by anj vubHe notifieationy of tbe diuolu- 
tion of the copartnership of John and Richard Codman.^ 

All the foreffoing declaration we hare received from the said 
Citisen Callender, which be has signed, in our presence, at our 
office, this 5th Messidor, 10th year ItepuUic, or the year 1802» 
(Sipied) BENJ. CALLENDER. 

" If Mr. (Mmdmr was never informed by pubKc notification of tke dinola- 
tion of J. A R. Codmaa, it will preaenUy appear that hia jmrUtar^ Mr. Putnam 
fiee No. 377. 
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MiissaehusMSf Buffolk^ ss. 
Subscribed and sworn to, at Boston, this 15th day of Febmarj 
1813, Before Whxiam Stevenson, Justice of ihe Peace. 

No. S78. 

[From the aame Pamplet, p. 17.] 
A paper purporting to be the Deposition of James 8wan.^ 

In the tenth year of the French Republic. 

Before Anlcxnie Lamaignere, Justice of the Peace for the firoc 
District in Paris, aided John )Uchard ETaudemont, our R^ 
Gorder, appeared WiUiam Vans, an Americaii merchant, residing 
in Paris, Concord street. No. 689, within this District, who in- 
formed us, that having transacted business, and having had im- 
portant concerns with the house of John and Richard Codman, 
Drothers and partners, who have an established commercial hou«e 
at Boston and another in Pans, he is higblj interested in proving 
that the said brothers are still in partnership, and that the boose 
in Paris, as well as that in Boston, exist for their mutual account. 
In consequence of which he prajs us to hear the answers of citi- 
zen Swan* an American merchant, residing in Paris, in Luxem- 
burg new Street, No. 159, to the question which we shall ask in 
the premises ; said Citizen being perfectly acquainted with the 
facts, having himself transacted much business with the said 
John and Richard Codman, and who no doubt will acquiesce to 
the request of appearing in our office, to answer said questions* 
and he signed approving the dashes. over eight words, in the orig- 
inal, (Signed) William Vans. 

There is written in the margin, '^Recorded at Paris, the tweo- 
tj-ninth Praerial Tenth 7ear,^-received one Franc and a tenth, 
(Signed) Delahate. 

And on the twenty-eighth Praerial Tenth year of the French 
Republic, 17 June, 1802, before us Antoine Lamaignere, Justice 
of the Peace aforesaid, aided by our Recorder, at our special de- 
sire appeared citizen James Swan, a merchant of Boston, resid- 
ing in Paris, New-Street of Luxembourg, No. 169, whom we ac- 
quainted with the request of citizen Vans, dated yesterday, and, 
on his part, he answered that he stood ready to pay due homage 
to truth, in his answers to the questions, which we shall see fit to 
put to him, respecting matters in question, and he signed, 

(Thus signed in the original) James Swan. 

does ntd state that any of these were /or account cfJ.fyR. Codman. He atatea 
that Richard Codman did buainesa. as far aa he knew,, m his aunt imiM^that 
he appealed to have extensive dealings in marchandiie, money, atocka, and 
bills of exchange— Mnie of which dealings he had reason to believe were for 
J. 6l R. Codman. Undoubtedljr — all that were of a purely mercantile charac- 
ter, and before the dissolution. The witness also states that he himsBlfsauB at 
Bordeaux, in '9d, a notice of tlie dissolution in a newspaper. Mr. Vans has 
not thought proper to republish this depomtion in any of his numerous later 
works that have come to our knowledge^Hiltl|OUgh many of his documents 
appear there over and over again. 

* This is called a Deposition— but the witness is not sworn, nor is there any 
notice to the opposite party. 
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Upon which we, the Justice of the Peace, proceeding conform- 
ably to said request, and with the consent of citizen Swan to an- 
swer the questions which might be put to him respecting the af- 
fair, have interrogated him as follows : 

1st Question. Do jon know John and Richard Codman ? 

To which said Swan answered — 

I know them all ; John Codman and Richard Codman are 
merchants, and were partners in a house established at Boston.^ 

Ques. Have you transacted any business with John and Rich- 
ard Codman ? 

Ans. My former house in Paris, under the firm of Dallarde, 
Swan, and Co. has had dealings to a large amount with John and 
Richard Codman, in the years one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two and ninety-three.t 

Ques, Have you yourself transacted any business with John 
and Richard Codman, since that period ? 

Ans, In the year one thousand scTen hundred and ninety-four, 
I paid to Richard Codman, at Havre, a sum of money for the ac- 
count of John Codman, — Richard Codman gave a receipt for it 
in his name only. I hare also had concerns for the account of 
John Codman, one of said brothers, with the house of John and 
Richard Codman tit Boston^ in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six.} 

Ques. Do you know whether the partnership of John and 
Richard Codman is dissolved t 

Aw. I never was apprised tit FSrance of the dissolution of 
partnership of John and Richard Codman, either by letters or 
public docutnents, either by John Codman or Richard Codman.§ 

And respecting all here above stated, we received the present 
declaration and sayings, and we have put the same in writing for 
citizen Swan, who after reading it, signed with tis. 

Done at our dwelling, on the day and in the year aforesaid. 
Signed on the original of the present copy, James Swan, La- 
maignere. Justice of the Peace, and Evevaudemont, recorder. 

And below is written, ^'Recorded at Paris on the 29th Praerial 
Tenth year, (or in the year 1802) received one franc and a tenth. 

(Signed) Dblauate. 

A true Copy Evevaudemont. 

A true and faithful translation of the annexed French original. 
Boston, February Mth, IS13. 

Samuel MacaAv, Translator. 



" Mr. Sw&o statei truly that they io«re partners, not that they are, 

f Not only before the dissolution, but even befbre R. C. went to Europe. 

X AH this doe» not militate with a dissolution in *98. 

§ This is a mere quibble — an evasion of the question. The witness does 
not say that he did not knmo of ike ditso/iftio]»— but says he was never appri8e4 
of it ill Pranocy either by (etterr, or public documents. One reason why he was 
not apprised of it m France, is that he himself was m BoMom at the time it 
took place ! See No. 379. 
44 
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ALiiterframtheHfm. WnuSuUfwrnto W.ELQm'dmer. 

Boston, January 19, 1885. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have always supposed that Col. ^wao went to 
Europe in 1787 — ^that he Qame back aqd landed ^t Charierton, 
S. C. in Feb. )795,— -that he was within the U. S. from that tim^ 
tiU about the 8tb July, 17d8, — ^that about that time be sailed from 
Wiscasset, in a timber ship which he loaded at that plaee, an4 
went to England. He has never been in U. 8* since 1796. 

I had some personal acquaintance with Mr. Swan between FeU 
'95 and July, 'BS, and saw him in different places, but I had no 
interest in his movements, and have no personal knowledge of 
them, though I have no doubt that the above statenient as to 
dates, conforms very nearly to the ti^uth. 

Your respectful friend, YflH. ^UIXJVAJl.f 

Ida. Gardinrr. 

IVo. 9S». 

[con.] 

[Froni the Letter Books of John Codman.] 

John Rodman to James Swan. 

Bo8TOjf9 ^tJ^ Qecemberi 1^}* 

James SwAn, Escj., Paris, 

Drar Sir,— «I have t)ie pleasure to address you from this side 
the At/antic, and now to congratulate you on the return of peace. 
This event, I hope and trust, will facilitate your views, and ter- 
minate your expectations agreeably. |f you, or your friends, &(r. 
Dallarde, or others, should incline to ship goods of French many*< 
factory to this place, and order remittances back in Exchange, or 
in produce, I beg have to offer both you and them my strvices.i \ 
am perfectly prepared for peace myself | my tour in Europe hav- 
ing lessened my eoncerns at a fortunate time, and I was so iro- 

* Mr. SaUivan, aAer being requested to re^esh his recoUection as to dates, 
was called as a witness before the Committee of 18^, and testified that he 
married a daught^^ of Mr. Swan's— that he knew hkn personally-^that he was 
in this country from Feb. '95 to July, '98, residing sometimes in Boston, some- 
times in Philaidelphia, but usually in Boston, or Dorchester — that his last place 
of abode in this country was in Dorchestei^— ti^t he went from his faouse in 
Dorchester on the 8th of July, 1798, and embarked for Wiscasset in Maine, 
whence he sailed in a lumber ship for England, and never aflerwards returned 
to this country. Witness believed that Mr. Swan was perMually acquainted 
with John Codman. 

It will be recollected that the dissolution was announced in the Boston news- 
papers 2d May, '98, and Was advertised for several weeks. 

t Hence it appears that John Codman had seen Mr. Swan in Paris, and that af- 



mve what is called his deposition. The intimation will also be noted that Mr. 
Swan would do what was agreeable by making known to his friend Mr. I>al« 
larde John CodmrnCa desire for business. See No. S81. 
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pressed that the event was approaching that I ha?e engagedin no 
new operation, so that J can give the greatest faciUty to any eon" 
cents intrusted to my care. 

Wishing joii health and success^ I Am sir, your most humble 
servant, JOHN CODMAN. 

No. S81. 

[From Mr. Vans* Pamphlet of 1813—13, addreiwd to the Hon. Senate, &e. 

at p. 19.] 

A paper purporting to he a Certificate by P. DaUarde 4* Oo. 

We the utukrsigned certify that Mr. Richard Codman did manj 
acts of commerce at Paris in the year 1705, old style. He had 
an account current open with us, and I always considered him co- 
partner of John and Ktchard Codman, and moreover I never heard 
that the house of John and Richard was dissolved ; in ftith df 
which I have signed this present this day at Paris, 26 the 

10th year, t)r 18t«. F. DALLARDE 6l 00.>» 

IVb. 9S9* 

[from the same Pamphlet p. Id.] 
A pnq^er purporting to ffe the CertifieaU ofJ» Reeamie^f 
I the underagned, to rvnder truth on the demand which bak 
been made to me, certify, that since the year .1796 I have bad dif* 
ftirent affairs of commerce with Richard Codman at Paris, and 
that I always treated with him as Richard Codman \X in ^^th of 
Which I sign this present Paris, 5th Messidor, lOtbyear, or 180S, 
fisr value to those who should have right. J. RECAMIE. 

itfo. 888. 

[From the same Pamphlet p. 90.] 

A papfr purporting to be the Cert^cate of Joshua Ome and others* 

We the tmdersigned, citizens of the United States of America, 
i^ow at Paris, do certify and declare that we know that John Cod- 
tean, late merchant of Boston, copartner and brother of Richard 
Codman, was dead in the month of May, 1803, at Boston in the 
U. States of America. 

* Dallarde was or had been the partner of Swan. Who composed the hoose 
at the date of this document does not appear — nor ttho affixed the partnership 
signatare,ifiteyer was affixed. Wko the indxoUwal wu therefore that had 
never heard that the house of John ^ Riekard was dissolved, most remain k 
mystery— as also wkm he never heanl it^the paper according to Mr. Vans' 
publication of it being dated 10th year (1802) << or 1812,"-- We suppose it quits 
uidiffisrent which. 

t Intended we presume for J. Recamier, who was the banker of Richard 
Codman, and connected by marriage with Wm. Vans. 

t A very sensible certificate. — Mr. Recamier always did treat with him from 
first to last <^ aa Riekurd Codman.'* See the accounts Nos 287, dec. and especially 
the final settlement, made while John Codman was in Paris, in which Recam- 
ier compromised with Richard Codman then insolvent, Su 50 per Mnt. of hb 
debt See No. 291. 
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In witness whereof we have aet our hands and seals, this tentb 
day of Dec. 1804.* 

Joshua Ome, H. Wardel, 

M. LesTenworthf IL Grant, 

. John Sinclere, Joseph Fenwick« 

Zeph. Piatt, I. Rotch, 

I. (J. Mountfloreneef E. Maj* 
Jamea Swan, 



Wo. 384. 

[Ffom the Pamphlet of 1814 called •^A Statement of Facto" &e. p. SI.] 
T^ Deposition of Thomas MehnlUf Jr. 

Thomas Melvile Jun. of Pktsfield in the County of Berkshire 
and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Gentleman, of lawful age, 
makes oath and says, that he (the Deponent) in the year sevens 
teen hundred and ninety five, became acquainted in France, 
with the late Richard Codman, and which acquaintance continued 
until his departure from thence in the year eighteen hundred and 
two — Circumstaoces, at times connected the Deponent and said 
Richard together, tn commercial operaiionSf from whence the Depo- 
nent knew that said Richard transacted his mercanUie business at 
Paris, under the firm of Richard Codman and that tn said business^ 
he was in partnership with his brother John Codman of Boston.t 

The Deponent also became acquainteed with John Codman 
on said John's arrival in France, which was, as near as the Depo- 
nent can rec<^]ect, in the year eighteen hundred and one-— at 
which time said John consulted the Deponent^ respecttng certain 
claims of Mr. William Vans upon said firm of Richard Codman^ 
and said John made known to the Deponent, propositions that 
had been made to Mr. Vans for a settlement, and for the purpose 
of facilitating said comprondise, at the same time proposed mak- 
ing over to the Deponent, seireral estates in France, as security 
for the advances necessary for this object.| This however was 
declined by the Deponent, on account of some irregularity in the 
papers, the particuHirs of which, or of the propositions made to 

* Mr. Vans sajs this provea that the partnerahip ezieted in 1600, >Ddjap to 
the time of John Codman'a death. See bis picture book, published in 1827, at 
page 40. 



f This witneu confines the partnenhip to Richard's mareantiU 
and specifies no dates of the particolar transactions from which he derived hia 
knowledge. 

t There is nothing in this (supposing the witness accurate in his reoollee- 
tions) inconsistent with the &cto as they appear in the Paris correspondence. 
John Codman was desirous to see Richard freed of his debts— and was willing 
to relinquish some of the estates which he held as security for his own debt, 
if that could be accomplished. All this appears by John Codman'a own let- 
ters, and it may well be, that he at the same time proposed to Melville to transfer 
to him some ol these estates, if he would advance to Richard on such security 
the money necessary to settle with Vans. Tlie witness does not say that John 
Codman offered to beeowie UaUefor its r^ayment. 
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Mr. Vans, from the lapse of time, the Deponent ^oes not recol* 
lect.* And further the Deponent says not. 

Thomas Mblvile, Jr. 

COMMONWiBALTIt O** MASSACHUSETTS. 
SerksMret 55. Town of PiHsJtthk 

This fifth dftj of December in the year of out* Lord one thou» 
eand eight hundred and twelve, personcdlj appeared before us, 
the subscribers, two Justices of the Peace, in and for the County 
of Berkshire, Quorum unus^ the aforesaid Deponent, and after 
being carefully examined, and duly cautioned to testify the whole 
truth, and notning but the truthi made oath that the foregoing de« 
position by him subscribed, is true^ Taken at the request of 
niUiam Vans now resident at Salem in the County of £s* 
sex, Merchant, to be preserved in perpetual remembrance of the 
thing — Be not knowing any person living within twenty miles of 
said place of Caption instructed in the question or property 
whereto the afore«aid deposition relates, did not notify any person 
to attmdA Timothy Childs, \ Justice of the Peace. 

Betnold M. Kirbyi ) Quorum Vnus. 

]¥o. 385^ 

fFrom the Pamphlet of W. Van* lut feferred to p. 19.] 

The Deposition of Nathaniel Cutting. 

I, Nathan Cutting, formerly of Boston in the State of Massac 
chujsetts, but now residing and being in Wasliington City and 
District of Colutpbia, — ^of lawful age, — do testify and declare on 
oath, that I was resident in France, — and principally in the City 
of Paris and its vicinity, — during the greater part of the years 
1795, 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1800 ond 1801 ;— that I was well 
acquainted with John Codman and with Richard Codman, late 
of Boston, aforesaid, deceased,-^f0Ao were then reputed Copartners 

* And 4ifler all the witneta recollects very little about it. See however Nos. 
314 iffld 315, letters ftom Melville to John Codman ; from which it appears 
that MeWille perfectly knew in the time of it that Vans* claim was upon RUh' 
ard Codman, and not upon John. The sqit referred to ih No. 314, was one of 
the suits brought by Vans for the recovery of his debt against Richard Codman 
alone. It was not until after the date of this letter, that the litigation arose to 
which John Codman was a party, respecting the yalidity of Richard's convey- 
ances to him. See the French judgment, No. 343. The witness of coarse 
knew that the partnership was disriolved, for he was at .this time a business 
correspondent of John Codman, whom he addresses, and not J. &R. Codman. 
- He knew that John Codman had nothing to do with Vans^ claim — since he - 
uniformly speaks of it as Riehartts own affair. He knew, in part at least, of 
the settlement between John and Richard at Paris, as property in his hands 
was transferred. — See Nos. 276 — 7. And he knew that Jonn Codman was not 
liable on Richard's contracts after the dissolution, since he himself was a cred- 
itor of Richard's for 6000 francs, and made no claim for it upon John. See 
No. 348 

f There was uo notice to the adverse party, and it does not appear what 
ipwstions were- pot to the witness. 
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in Trade: * that during a portion of the time above stated I wsm 
an inmate in the House and family of the said Richard Codman, 
both at his Town tteside^ice in Paris, — (Rue d'Anjou, St. Hon- 
ore) — ^andat his Country Seat about .seven leagues trcfm thence, 
at a place called Dam martin : that although Too not remember ever 
to have had a Commercial TVansacium with both or either cfthe said 
Codmansf that required the signature of th^r House or Firmr^* 
yet from the verbal and voluntary testimony of Richard Codraan 
aforesaid, I always felt assured and am stiH confident, that he waa 
really and trtily a Copartner with his Brother the sud John Cod- 
man, and that he was fiilly authorised to usie and sign the Firm of 
the copartnership^ or Association, viz. ^ John 6c Richard Cod^ 
man, '*^ in France and elsewhere ;| and I always supposed and bt-' 
Kevi^d^thaX the extensive business in which he, the said Richard^ 
appeared to be engaged, and the vast Requisitions of Real Estaie 
which I observed him to make in France^ tOere founded on^ and were 
for dcc&unt of the joint Funds and Interest of the Copartnership 
aforesaid: and I was the more confirmed m this opinion wheA 
about the close of the year IBOO or beginning of 1801, 1 observed 
the aforesaid John Codman come personally to Paris and apparent" 
ly enter into possession of the Property that had been previously 
acquired in France by said Richard Codman^ as before stated, 
and proceed conjunctly with him in the acgustment of his open ac- 
counts,\\ J!^oT did I ever hear or knoWt within the period afore* 

* When doea the witness mean U)ai they were reputed copartners ? If in '95, 
'96, '97, and part of '98 there is no qoestion of the fact, even if they were re- 
pitted to be copartners afterwards it wotild not make them so-^espeeially as to 
contracts with Vans, who well knew that thejr were not copartnen, and meant 
to deal with Richard Qodman alone. See Evidence respecting the diasolntion 
Nos. 77, &c. the Original Contract between Vans and llichard Codman, No. 
148, and th^ subsequent correspondence thronghoitt. 

t The witness never had a commercial transaction with either of thsm. He 
kmaies nothing therefore personally npon the subject. The. kind of buaioeiv 
be did transact with Richard may be inferred from No. 386. 

t He thinks he recollects after the lapse of a dozen years or moie, that Rich- 
ard Codman told him that he was a copartner of John Codman. When ? we 
have no date— was it in '95, or 1801 ? The date of the fact is the only matter 
of dispute. He thinks h^ recollects too that Richard Codman told him^that he 
was fully authorized to use the varfnershai ngnaiur€f via. " John 6l^ Richard 
Codman," in France^ and elsewhere. Why did he not then ? Why 'does not 
Vans produce such a signature .' and what has become of the firm of Rkhard 
Codman f Mr. Vans says Richard Codman told him right the other way— that 
he could not use the signature of John & Richard Codman eiceept by datuigffom 
Boston, because that boose was a house at Boston, and that the firm at Paris 
was Richard Codman. See Vans* Pamphlet of 1813 addressed to the Senate &c. 
p. 5. Mr. Vans and his witness must reconcile this between them. 

§The witness supposed and ^e2ee««/— but he states not a single fact to war- 
rant such belief. 

II Here he states a reason for his belief. He saw John Codman come to 
Paris, aud apparentlv enter into possession of property previously acouired by 
Richard. This confirmed his previons opinion, But we have seen that John 
Codman entered upon the property as a purchaser ot mortgagee onlv. by virtue 
of transfers from Richard, and not because he was a ^oint owner. He says too, 
that he observed John proceeding conjunctly with Richard in the adjustment 
of his ftpen accounts. What accounts.' Why those which related to the mer- 
eantile business of the old house transacted by Richard ajid still unsettled. — 
These were John Codman's oum accounts, and their settlement was the lint 
object of his visit to Paris. 
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said) that the said Copartnership was dissolved or annulled in 
FVance^ either by Public Aekferti^em^nt^ or otherwise.^ - 

I also perfectly well recollect to have heard and do verily he- 
lieve^ that the aforesaid Richard Codman did speculate pretty 
largely in the puMic Funds of France comknonly called '* J^crip^ 
Hans sur k Grand Ltmrct** or, in other words, ** The perpetual Debt 
4ff JFyoncf,**— which nominally bore an Interest of 5 per centum 
per annum ; which speculations I understood to be^ and I dp urily 
ieUeve were^for the joint account of the CciacerB, or Associ^tioa of 
John & Richard Codman albresaid-t 

I myself was engaged in similar specuktioiis, a« were most 
other Americans then at Paris ; and to the best of my recollec- 
tion and belief, in the Summer of 1797, when those speculations 
were carried to the greatest height, thai Stock was bought and 
sold from 25 to 45 livres tournois for one hundred livres of the 
Capital Stock; the price fluctuating in the market according to 
the News of the day, or the caprice of Speculators; until in the 
Qourse of the said year 1797 the Government of France, then 
styled '* The Dircctifryy^ aided by the two Legislative Councils, 
reduced the said Fund,--^althougb it was called the Ptrpeiuai 
Debt) to one third part its nominal sum and value, by paying off 
two thirds of the Capital or principal of ;the said Debt, in depreeia^ 
ted Paper money ! 

The one t^tra thus continued, was thereafter called ^U tiers 
cansojide^^^ or, ** the, consolidated third." 

. After the Consular Government took place in France, and the 
system of Finance in that Country was improved The Evidences 
of this remnant of the Public Debt called <* the Consolidated third," 
— became of greater value, and have ever since remained at a 
higher price in effective money, than the whole capital wias at 
any period between the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five and the Epocha of its Reduction as aforesaid. 

In Testimony of the truth of the foregoing Declaration, I have 
hereunto affixed my Signature at Washington City, District of 
Columbia, this Twenty-third day of September, A. D. One thou- 
sand Eight hundred and Twelve, and do solemnly make oath to 
the same. 

N. B. The Words, " The Evidences o/," on the 3d Page of 
this Declaration between the 3d and fourth line from foot, were 
interlined before signing. NATHANIEL CUTTING. 

District of Columbia, City of Washington, 
Sworn and Subscribed to before us this 23d day September, 18I2.t 
ROBERT BRENT, \t^,^,,, p,,,, 
JAMES H. BLAKE, r*"''^" ^*^'- 

* The old quibble. The witneia knew of the ditsohOion ofJ.^R. Codman 
wdl enough e» U took plate in Boston, bat he never heard or knew that the 
house was diMolTed m France; for the beet reason in the World, fic. thai it 
never exietedthere. 

t He saw Richard speculating in the public funds, and he understood and 
heUevedihej were for the house of J. d^ R. Codman. How did he get his un- 
derstanding of this ? All the accounts and correspondence pro^e the reverse. 

t In this case also it will be noted that no notice was given to the adverse 
party, and that the questions pat to the witness are not recorded. 
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No. 386. 

[original.] > 
Fr(fm a Letter of Nathaniel Cutting's to Richard Codman, 

Paris, 2] Fruct. 2d jear. I 
7 Sept. 'SS, O. S. ] 

Richard Codman, Eiq. 

Dear Sir» — The kindness I have so frequently experienced 
from jou emboldens me to put it to further proofs bj requesting 
your attention to some of mj concerns in my al^ience from Paris. 
A Mr. Clenerix > has made some overtures respecting the pur- 
chase of my curricle. I have dropt him a note informing him that 
the price is 70 Louis d*ors, and that it is at your disposal, dtc. 

At Anderson's, Sadler, Rue d'Anjou, Faubourg Honore, I leave 
a Sliding Gunter machine for a curricle — that is to say, the Bar 
that goes across the two horses to support the carriage. It is of 
steel japaned. Mr. Anderson is making the saddles for it. These 
are not to be sold with my curricle, dtc. dtc. 

I owe Mr. A. about 300 livres; assignats, for a little Cabriolet* 
saddle and girth, d&c. I wish you to be so good as to pay him 
what you think reasonable. 

I send you likewise two bills of Ex. for account of our mutual 
friend, Daniel Parker, Esq. for 100,000 livres each, due on the 
1st Yendemiaire. They are endorsed in blank by St. John — I 
wish you to do the needful for them, and ^ass them to the credit 
of our said friend. Adieu, NAT, CUTTING. _ 

P. S. If Mr. Cbavanne, Wheelwright, in the Rue de Baque, 
should call on you for the amount of a set of chariot wheels, which 
I have requested him to purchase for me, I pray you be so kind 
as to pay him and pass the same to my debit.* 

No. 387. 

[From Mr. Vans' V Appeal to the Public," published in 1827, and adorned with 

cuts—p. 21.] 

Wm. HalTs Deposition. 

Eighth proof is the deposition of William Hall, wharfinger to 
John Codman, who makes oath before Ben. Parsons, Justice of 
Peace, that John 6l Richard Codman were co-partners in France, 
that his books would prove tt.f 

I, William Hall, of Boston, being of lawful age, do depose and 
say, I was employed by the late John Codman, Esq. deceased, as 

* Now 88 it cannot be denied that all this was a commission businBss,Mr. 
Cattinff must of course have supposed John Codnian accountable for his curri- 
cle and Sliding Gunter, no less than Richard. The end of all these business 
transactions, however, appears in the following item of Richard Codman's Sur- 
render in Bankruptcy. *' Due fVom Nath1. Cutting of Paris, principal and in- 
terest, by his note, &c. about 14,000 livres." See No. 348. 

i These books have been produced, and prove clearly that there was no co- 
partnership in Franoe, and that Richard Codman's business in Europe was an 
agency merely, so far as he undertook to act for J. & R. Codman. 
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whaffinger, for several years, until his death, and wtfs living with 
him at the time he returned from France, heard him speak many 
times of the transaction made by Richard Codmanin France with 
William Vans, which transaction he said he feared he were im* 
plicated as a co-partner. In every instance when he spoke of 
Mr. Vans, said he had done much business with him, always found 
him a man of strict honor, would • take > the word of Mr. Vans as 
soon as any man iijk Boston. He also said the notification put in 
the public papers in Boston^, by him, was done without the Krwwl- 
edge or consent of Richard Codman, that he feared this notifica- 
tion was not sufficient to exonorate him as co-partner. Many 
more observations he made, but never reflected on honor or cliar- 
actei- of Mr. Vans, but said it was ad unfortunate afiair, how he 
should come out he could not tell. 

In witness whereof I have set my band and seal, this 23d June, 
182$. (Signed) WM.HALL. 

Suflblk ss. June 23, 1825. Then personally appeared the above 
named William Hall, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing 
statement, by him signed before me, 

BEN. PARSONS, Justice of the Peace. 

1VO.S88. 

Record of the Conviction of WiUiam HaO, 
/ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
City of Boston, to wit : At the Police Court of the City of 
Boston^ holden within and for said Boston, on this ninth day of 
Septeniiber in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one, William Hall of said Boston, labourer, is brought 
before said Court by virtue of a warrant In due form of law issued 
by said Court under its seal, on the seventh day of September in- 
stant, to answer to the ConmiOBwealth of Massachusetts, on the 
complaint under oath of Thomas Sampson of said Boston, Tra- 
der, that he the said Hall on the seventh day of September in the 
jeat of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one« at 
BojBton aforesaid, with force and arms, was and is a dangerous 
and disorderly person^ and then and there contriving and intend- 
ing to disturb the peace of said Commonwealth, did in tlie hear- 
ing of divers peaceable citizens, utter loud noises and exclama- 
tions and did utter many threats, to the great disturbance of di- 
ver9 peaceable citizens in the neighborhood thereof residing, pas- 
sing and being. And the said Sampson on oath as aforesaid fur- 
ther complains that said Half, at said Boston, on said seventh day 
of September, is a Vagabond and idle person, and on divers days 
and times within six months last past has wandered about from' 
place to place, neglecting all lawful calling and employment in 
evil example to all others in like case to o&nd against the peace 
of said Common wefdth and the form f>f the statutes in such case 
made and provided. Which complaint being read to and heard 
by the said Hall, he the siud Hall is asked by the Court whether 
he is guilty or not guilty of the offences charged upon him in man- 
45 
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ner and form albreiaidf wbo pleaded and saith, that he is not guil- 
tj, and thereof puts himself on thai ; and the Commonwealth 
doth the like by said Sampson, but after hearing divers credible 
witnesses duly sworn to testify the whole truth relating to the 
premises, and fuUj hearing and understanding the defence of the 
said HaU, it appears to saul Court that said Hall is not guiltj of 
the offence charged upon him in the^rst count thereof, but it ap- 
pears to said Court that said Hall is guiliy of the offence charged 
upon him in the second count thereof, to wit : of being a vagchind 
and idle person. Wherefore it is considered bj said Court that the 
said Hall for the offejace aforesaid be committed to the House of 
Correction for the County of Suffol|L, situated in said Boston, 
there to be kept and gOTcrned according to the rules and regula- 
tions of the same for the term of three months. And that he 
staqd committed accordingly. 

Attest, THOMAS POWER, Clerk. 
A true Copy, 

Attest, WM. KNAPP, Ast. Clerk. 

No. 389. 

DiposiHons of Ariemas Simonds and Thomas Seward receding 
WilUam HaO. 

I, Artemas Simonds of Boston, in the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do on oath depose and say, in 
answer to interrogatories proposed to me as follows, riz : 

Interrogatories proposed by James L. English, Esq. Counsel 
for Stephen Codman of said Boston, as he is executor of the last 
will: and testament of John Codman, late of said Boston, Mer- 
chant, deceased, and administrator on the estate of Richard Cod- 
man, late of said Boston, merchant, deceased. 

First Interrogaiory, Do you hold any office under the City Au- 
thorities, if yea, what and how long haTC you held the said o^ 
fiee ? 

Answer. I hold the birth of Superintendent of the House of 
Industry, and have held the said office since the first of April, 
A; D. 1831. 

Second Inierr^aiory, Whether or not one William Hall is 
an inmate of the House of Industry — if yea, when did he come 
there ? 

Answer. I found him in the House when I went there. By 
the book kept at the house, I find that he deserted by breach of 
liberty May 30, 1831 — and probably was out some days before 
he was so entered. He entered the house again by the Record, 
Sept. 2d, 1833, and has been there e?er since, except as he has 
occasionally been out on liberty. 

Third Interrogatory,. If you ha?e a copy from the Records 
of the House of Industry of the entries relating to said Hall, please 
produce the same. 

Answer. The following is a copy of minutes which I look from 
the Records this morning and which I beliere lobe correct, but 
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which I should not be willing to swear to without comparing it 
with the book — 

Age. Admitted. Discharged. 

Wm.Hali 61 Nor. 11, 1835. Sept. 15, 1826. 

Aug. 28, 1827. Jan'j 1, 1828. 

Jan'j 3. 1828. Oct. 20, 1828. 

Dec. 21, 1829. [deserted breach of lib- 
erty Maj do, 1831.] 
Sept. 2, 1833. Remains. 

Fourth Interrogatory^ How long har^ jou known said Hall t 
Answer, Onlj^at the House of Industry, since I have been 
there. 

Fifth Interrogatory* What is his reputation for truth and ve- 
racity t 

Answer, As to his repjatation abroad I have no knowledge. — 
My meaning is that mj knowledffe of him has been in the House 
of Industry, since April 1831. i never knew him until I found 
him in the House. I should say his reputation was had^ but I should 
wish to say it with some explanation — ^he is aged and I should 
say childishr-^sionary — and at times I have taken him to be insane- 
[Mr. Child as Counsel for Mr. Vans, after the witness had pron 
ceeded thus far, objects to all the latter part of this answer which 
follows after the first sentence.] 

Cross-Interrogatories proposed by David L. Child, Esq. Coun- 
sel for Wm. Vans of said Boston, Uentleman. 

First Cross-Interrogatory. What do you understand by repu- 
tation, if you have no knowledge of Mr. Hall out of the House of 
Industry. 

Answer. By reputation I understand good name or character. 
By reputation as used in my last answer, in which I speak of 
Hall's reputation as bad, I mean his character with myself «nd 
the other officers of the House. I do not mean the paupers, be- 
cause they will say almost any thing of each other. 

ARTEMAS SIMONDS. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
County of Suffolk ss. City of Boston. This 18th March, 1836, 
personally appeared before us the subscribers, two Justices of the 
Peace, in and for the County of Suffolk, Quorum Unus, the afore- 
said deponent, and after being carefully examined and duly cau- 
tioned to testify the whole truth and nothing but the truth, made 
oath that the foregoing deposition by him subscribed is true, ta- 
ken at the request of Stephen 'Codman of said Boston, as he is Ex- 
ecutor of the last will and testament of John Codman, late of said 
Boston, Merchant, deceased, and Administrator on the estate of 
Richard Oodman^ late of said Boston, Merchant, deceased, to be 
preserved in perpetual remembrance of the thing. And we duly 
notified Wm. Vans of said Boston, Gentleman, as will appear by 
the annexed notification under our hands and seals and the offl- 
•eer's return thereon. The said Vans was the only person whom 
we knew to be interested in the property whereto said deposition 



356 

relates. The said Vans was preseot by his Attorney^ David L. 
Child, Esq. WM. I. HUBBARD^ 

FRANCIS O.WAtTS. 
Fees, Magistrates 3, 

Officers, ,34 



Deponents, 



8,67 



I, Thomas Seward of Bosfon, in the Connty of Suffolk, and 
Commodwealth of Massachusetts, do on oath depose and say in 
answer to Interrogatories proposed to me as follows, viz : — ^Inter- 
rogatories proposed by James L. English, Esq. counsel for Ste- 
phen Codman of said Boston, as he is Executor of the last will 
and testament of John Codman late of said Boston, merchant, de- 
ceased, and adniinistrator on the estate of Richard Codman late 
of said Boston, merchant, deceased. 

Mrst Interrogatory, Do you hold any office under the city au- 
thorities, if yea, what and how lonj^ have you held the said office T 

Answer* I am Assistant Superintendant of the House of In- 
dustry, and have held the office 'twill be twelve years next No- 
vember. 

Second Interrogatory. Whether or not one Wm. Hall is an in- 
mate of the House of Industry — ^if yea, when did he come thei^ T 

Answer. Said Hall is an inmate of the House, he came there 
in 1825 the first time, I think in the month of September, it wa» 
in the fall of the year. He is the only person of that name who 
has been in the House since I have been there. 

Third Interrogatory, How long have you known said Hall ? 

Answer, Since he first came into the House. 
. Fourth Interrogatory. What is his reputation for truth and ve- 
racity 1 

Answer. , I never knew any one that would a)er believe him. His 
repufatianis bad — the officers qfthe House wiU never believe his sto- 
ries, nor will the inmates, 

Fifth Interrogatory, Whether or not you would believe said 
Hall wMUr oath. 

Answer. No. I would not. THOS. SEWARD. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
County of Suffolk ss. City of Boston. This 18th March, 183S, 
personally appeared before us the subscribers, two Justices of the 
Peace, in and for the County of Suffolk, Quorum Upus, the afore- 
said deponent, and^ after being carefully examined and duly cau- 
tioned to testify the whole truth and nothing but the truth, made 
oath that the foregoing deposition by him subscribed is true, ta- 
ken at the request of Stephen Codman of said Boston, as he is Ex- 
ecutor of the last will ai^d testament of John Codman, late of said 
Boston, Merchant, deceased, and Administrator on the estate of 
Richard Codman, late of said Boston, Merchant, deceased, to be 
preserved in perpetual remembrance of the tiling. And we duly 
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notified Wm« Vans of «aid Boston* Gentleman, as will appear 
by the annexed notification under our hands and seals and the 
officer*<s return thereon. The said Vans was the only person 
whom we hnew to he interested in the property whereto said d^- 

Eisition relates. The said Vans was present by his Attorney, 
avid L.. Child, Esq. 

WM. h HUBBARD, 
FRANCIS O. WATTS. 
Fees, Magistrates, 3, 

Officers, ,34 

Deponents,, ,33 

3,67 
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[From Mr. Vaxu' Pamphlet of 1613, addraMed to tiib ^hataj ike. p^gB 10.] 
Letter from John LqweU at Paris^ to William Vans. 

, Pi^Ris, 30th MessidoT) or 1805. 

Sir, — ^Your note, by mistake dated to-morrow, reached me this 
morning. Nobody could have been more explicit than I have 
been to every application tnade to me in your behalf^^that I had 
MO authority to interfere in the affairs of Mr. Codman, and that 
wUill had such authority I should not interfere further t^.an to 
quaUfy niyse\ftoform a correct opinion. 

The sentiments I have repeatedly .expressed in favor of an ad- 
justment are sincere. la no case do X ever permit myself to act 
with insincerity ; and every man who treats with me must treat 
upon that principle. 

I have written Mrk Stqfhen Codman^ the Executor , and have given 
him as dark a picture of yowt^ exposes and delays qf Justice as 1 
thought they deserved^ and have recommended that he should author- 
ise a compromise. I have even intimated that much ought not to 
be hoped for after payment of all charges. But I have not given, 
and shall not give, specific opinions as to quantum, because I 
have not had the requisite information whereon to ground such 
an opinion. I regre^ that the time presses so much'; it is the ef- 
fect of accident, and not n^y fault. I repeat that I wish a com- 
promise — shall always recommend a liberal one. Whether you 
will so esteem it I cannot tell. 

(Signed) JOHN LOWELL. 

* On the prodnction of the original before the Committee of 1835, it appear- 
ed that in tho place of the wora printed "your" ^os a contraction commonly 
used for ** the*^— which is moat likelv to haT6 been the word intended. Tet 
the whole nee which Vans makes or the letter lies in this word your— which 
he has mannftctored himself. — Mr. Child says that the letter containing the 
dark picture was caHed for in the Committee of 18.33 and not produced. Be- 
fore the Committee of 1835, however, it was produced and it will be found be- 
low, No. 392. 
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IVo. Ml. 

[original.] 

A Letter from John Lowell to Charles R. Codmm.^ 

Bo0TON« March 10, 1824. 
C. R. Codman, Esq. 

DsAlt Sim, — Mt> William Tans has lately published a new edi- 
dop of his slanders againM jour familj^ It is no longer a quea- 
tion of interest in a pecuniary view. He has long nn^i dekber* 
ately and solemnly renounced all pretsrnsions of right. But he 
has attempted td. impeach the piety, purity, and even the moral- 
ity of your excellent brother, Dr. Codman, thereby endeayoring 
as far as the slanders of such a man could go, to diminish his 
just and well merited weight in a profession of the highest impor- 
tance to society, and upon the unsullied reputation of which, a 
?ery important portion of our national and individual happiness 
depends. 

Entirely unsolicited by any of your family, I think it my duty 
to state the real facts of the case ; not that I would leave it to be 
inferred, that it is proper that an appeal should be made to the 
public,— but that you should have the testinkony of a disinterested 
witpess to be used, whenever it may be necessary. 

No man living lias so intimate a knowledge of the facts in the 
case as I have. It was by my advice that your father dissolved 
the copartnership in 1798, and published the dissolution in the 
public papers two years before the contract of Mr. Richard Cod- 
man with Tans was entered itito.f 

Neither Vans nor Richard Codman at the time of making that 
contract conceived that your father was a party to it. Three 
years after the contract was made, your father went to Paris to 
secure his oum debt against your uncle. He saw Vans often and 
corresponded with him. He made no pretension of claim against 
your father, who was then opulent. Tour father's letter to Vans 
published in the late jiamphlet, so far fl-om proving that your 
father considered himself a party to the contract, proves the very 
reverse. It proves (and no evidence can be better,) that he con- 
sidered it ^private concern of Richard Codman with Vans. 

A letter from me is also published, and ther6 never was a 
greater perversion of facts, and of well known and admitted 
truths, than producing that letter, as an evidence that I admitted 
that Vans had any claim whatever on your father's estate. The 
truth was that your father went to France to secure a large debt^ 
due to him by his brother. He obtained of Richard Codman 
deeds of targe estates in France. Subsequent to this conveyance 
to secure a debt entirely just, Vans attached the estates so convey- 
ed to your father for a private debt due to him from Richard 
Codman. The only question in the courts of France was — 
whether John Codman, your father, being one creditor, or Vans, 
another creditor, should hold the estates. 

* Frequently pablisbed, with variatiimSf by Mr. Vuis. 
t That IB two years before the date of R. C.'s obligations. 
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I was requested on my arriral in France to inquire whether 
the claims of Vans against Richard Codman were just, and 
whether jour father's estate could expect anj thing from that 
source. There was never a question agitated as to jour father's 
personal responsibilitj for the debt. Mr. Vans proposed to me 
that if the Executor of jour father would pay 20^000 dollars he 
would relefue the estates attached bj him, honestbf amoved to 
jour father, valued as he (Vans) said, at 80,000 dollars, leaving 
tp jour familj a net sum of 60,000 dollars. It was^ to this cmn* 
promise I referred in mj letter. It was simplj how much jou 
should acquire or gain, not how much jour father's estate skotdd 

This is the simple and trae state of the question. With this 
explanation mj letter is intelligible, without it, it becomes perfect 
nonsense ; for after sajing that I had advised the executor to 
empower me to make a compromise^ I add instantlj, '* that much 
ought not to be hoped for after paying all charges" evidentlj show- 
ing that the simple question Mtween me and Mr. Vans was — ^how 
much jour fomilj would receive^ not how much thej should pay, 

I now solemnlj declare that such was mj own understanding 
at the time, — such mj distinct declarations to Mr. Vans— that 
this took place two tbabs before the statute of limitation took 
effect^ and when Mr. Vans had ample time to see jour father's 
executors, if he had thought he had even the shadpw of a claim- 
Nothing prevented him from leaving France, for these two 
years — certainly nothing from directing suits to be brought here, 
but the consciousness that he never had anj claim whatever 
against jour fother. That he never had anj such claim, either 
l^^al or equitable^ I am convinced-^and the attempt to injure the 
just fame of jour brother, (then a minor,) having no agencj in 
the settlement of th^ estate, deserves onlj the reprobation, which 
eyerj man of virtue and just feelings will bestow upon it. 

Yours, with great regard, JOHN LOWELL, 

No. 393. 

[original.] 
Letter from' John Lowell to Stephen Codman, containingthe " Dark 

Picture.'* 

Paris, Julj Oth, 1804. 

Dear Sir, — Jdst upon the eve of mj departure, jou said 
something to me of the state of jour brother's aflfkirs in France. 
I replied, that I should staj some considerable time in England, 
and this terminated jour conversation. 

I no^ regret exceedinglj that nothing more transpired. Feel- 
ing as I doi a deep interest in the welfare of jour brother's fam* 
ilj, I am eztremelj sorrj that I h^ve no power to settle this un- 
pleasant dispute. 

I have seen Vans, who is as tired of law as his opponents, and 
who desires a settlement. I have also waited on Mr. Babbit,* 
jour brother's agent, who agrees in the opinion that a compro- 

* Babut 
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mise 18 essential to the interest of both parties — ihai the expenses 
exceed betief-^and that a large part must be bomt by your brother's 
estate.^ 

I hope some powers will arriTe either to me or Mr. Babbit dur- 
ing my residence here. If not, I shall leave mj address here, 
and Mr. Babbit can, If necessary, consult me by letter. I shall 
return to France next March, and if it is not previously adjusted, 
I will contribute my aid, if you wish it. 

I am to have a full state of the case laid before me by your 
brother's lawyer fbr my opinion, which I will communicate to 
you, but I thought I would not let this opportunity pass to let 
you know my general view of the importance of a compromise. 
I have the pleasure to be, respectfully, . 

Yr. friend aqd serv*t, JN. LOWELL. 

Be pleased to present Mrs. Lowell's, Miss Amory*s and my 
own respects to your Mrs. C, and our ardent love to our sister 
C and children. 
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John LoweWs AfidaoU^ used before the CommiUee of 183S. 

I, John Lowell of Roxbury, in the County of Norfolk, Esquire, 
do testify and upon oath declare that in the spring of 1796, the 
late John Codman, Esq. called upon me to ask my advice as to 
the dissolution of the copartnership then subsisting between him- 
self and his brodier Richard Codman under the firm of John & 
Richard Codman, and Mr. S. Codman expressing a wish for the 
opinion of my father also, who had been for nearly 20 years the 
counsel of Mr. John Codman and his brother-in-law, I went with 
Mr. Codman to my father's, and a full discussion of the expedi- 
ency and the legality of such a measure took place. We advised 
Mr, John Codman to dissolve the said copartnership, expressed our 
opinion of his right to dissolve it, and pointed out the mode ofem^ 
nouncing it.f The motives and grounds were the state of affairs 
between this country and France, a dissatisfaction with his broth- 
er's not making remittances, and with Mr. Richard Codman's 
speculations in France, and keeping Mr. John Codman in the 
dark as to the course he was pursuing. 

I never was consulted by John Ccniman either before or after 
his return from France touching any affairs in which Wm. Vans 
was concerned. I never was consulted by the executor of John 

* A lar^ part of the etpeiues of the Utigution must be borne bv your broth- 
er's estate. No other danger to John Codman'a estate was apprenendeiJ, than 
that the cost of the suit orii^ht be more than the property in dispute and the 
chance of sttccess were worth. That John Codman's estate could be holden 
to pay Riehmrd Codmam't debt waa an idea never dreamt of. See No's 391 
and 393. 

t This piece of testimony alone is sufficient to prove both the reality and the 
legality or the dissolution. If it had been a douhtful point, it would neither 
have been advised by such advisers without qualification, nor wonld the 
measure have been adopted by a man of Jol^n Codmao's marked pmdence 
without first obtaining Richard Codman's consent, and publishing the &ct in 
France, if be had been told thit these steps were needful. 
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Codman touching any dispute with Wm. Vaus. When I sailed 
for Europe in October 1803, T was wholly ignorant of the nature 
of any dispute between Richard Codman and Wm. Tans, or be- 
tween Wm. Vans and John Codman. 

My sole object in going to Europe was the recovery of my 
health. When I arrived in Paris early in July 1804, 1 had re- 
ceived neither power, nor instructions, nor request from the ex- 
ecutor to interfere in any affairs with Wm. Vans. 

As soon as I arrived in Paris Wm. Vans called upon me and 
wished to know if I had any authority or instructions from the 
executor. I told him that I had not He asked if I had any 
objection to hear his statement and to send his proposals to Ste- 
phen Codman. I told him that I would so do if it was his wish. 
I heard his story. It was a dark picture, indeed, of the expenses 
and delays of the French Courts. His object was to induce Ste- 
phen Codman to make him a cash payment in consideration of his 
relinquishing his aitachmenis on Richard Codman* s estates^ and the 
scope was to satisfy me, that by so doing, the heirs of John Cod- 
man would realize a large sum of money out of the sale of Richard^ s 
estates. A few days afterwards Mr. Vans wrote to me to enquire 
if I had performed my promise of writing to Stephen Codman. I 
replied by a note which Mr. Vans has either partially or wholly 
published, that I had ; and the dark picture therein referred to 
was Mr. Vans^ dark picture^ for it came from him only or chiefly. 
It referred wholly to the dispute then pending, whether John Cod* 
man*s conveyances were good against Vans^ attachments, as a pri- 
vate creditor of Richard. 

Some time after this discussion, and after my letter to Stephen 
Codman, I received the first and only letter from Stephen Cod- 
man to me, dated about the 8th June, 1804. That letter asked 
me as a favor to enquire into and to let him know the state of the 
suit of Vans in the French Courts, but it gave me no power to 
interfere, and was so expressed that I should not have dared to 
interfere. I now distinctly declare that / never did interfere* 1 
never did interfere, nor did I ever counsel any delay in the case ; 
nor do I believe that the case ever was delayed an hour by the 
effect of any act done by me.* I never received any reply from 
Stephen Codman.t But I was not surprised at it, nor have I 
ever asked the reason of it. I knew that Mr. Amory, who was 
my brother, and Mr. S. Codman's counsel, was well informed of 
my movements ; and that before a reply could possibly reach me 

'Mr. Vans comoionlv represents Mr. Lowell as an agent of the executor 
and heirs of John Coaman, sent out to France for the express purpose of de- 
visinff schemes to keep Vans there till the Statute of Limitations could be 
pleaded. 

t This is what Stephen Codman did to detain Mr. Vans in France. That is, 
he did nothing. He caused inquiry to be made as to the state of the suit, with 
the view of learning whether anything was likely to come to the estate from 
that quarter. But uiding this doubtful, and fearing to commit the estate, if 
he interfered, by incurring expenses " beyond belief,** without any adequate 
return, he declined acting at all. Mr. Child represents this as a breach of 
trust. But his trust was to administer here. He had no letters of administra- 
tion in Franoe, and was under no obligation to procure them. 
46 
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I should be in Italy, whence I did not return to Paris till the year 
following, yiz. 1805. I did not consider mjrself as acting as eata^ 
sel to Mr. Stephen Codman, but simply as a friend. I read all 
the French proceedings shown by Tans, which had then been 
had ; but thej^ never suggested to my mind any idea of a claim of 
Wm. Vans on John CoSnan as a joint debtor foith Richard, From 
the time of my arrival in France (the year after the death of 
John,) until the embargo in 1806, there never was the slightest in- 
terruption to the intercourse between Paris and Boston. In 1804 
and 1805 my correspondence was generally through Paris— even 
when in Italy — and met with no delay or interruption. And in 
1806 I sailed from France, Bordeaux to Boston. After a lapse 
of thirty-one years I beg to state that my memory may be imper- 
fect as to the order of events, bat the above is substantially cor- 
rect and is made to the best of my recollection and belief. 

JOHN LOWELL.* 

Suffolk ss. Boston, March 20, 1895. 

Sworn to before me, J. A. LOWELL, Justice of the Peace. 

No. 394. 

[original.] 

A Release inJkU by Wm. Vans of all claims on the estates ofJokss 

and RichcBrd Codman. 

To a1] people to whom these presents shall come, Wm. Tans of 
Boston in the County of Suffolk, in the State of MassachusettSy 
Merchant, sends Greeting : 

Whereas the said Tans and the lady then his wife, both, or 
either of them, many years since, in France, delivered to Rich- 
ard Codman, then residing in France, certain estates, effects and 
credits, concerning which the said Vans alleged that John Cod- 
man, formerly a copartner with said Richard at said Boston, was 
responsible, which allegation the said John Codman, deceased, 
his representatives and assigns, have ever denied ;t and the said 
Wm. Vans, being now wilhng to accept the sum of five hundred 
dollars in fiill satisfaction and discharge of said claims, and Cadi- 
erine Codman, the widow of said John Codman, tit order to avoid 
cost and trouble^ hath in behalf of her minor children consented to 
pay the said sum. 

* Some months after the hearing at which this affidavit was oaed, Mr. Vans 
revenged himself by assaulting and beating this respectable witness in the 
public streets, and then had the effrontery to publishpn the newspapers a state* 
ment that Mr. Lowell had asmulUd him with a cane which he pretumtd had a 
noord in it ! For this wanton outrage, committed upon a person who had no 
tn/erert whatever in the subject of Mr. Vans' claims, Mr. Vans was indicted 
by the Grand Jurv of Suffolk, and took the benefit of a jury trial in the Mu- 
nicipal Court of Boston, where he was convicted and bound over to keep the 
peace. See the Records of the Court for March. 1836. 

f Mr. Vans sometimes pretends that this Release was on, condition that if 
John &. Richard Codman were partners it should be Toid. It will be seen 
that there is no such thing in the instrument. 

t The motive of the payment of $500 is here distinctly stated. It is not an 
unconscionable purchase, as Mr. Child argues, of (500,000 for (500, but a 
pavment of f500 to aToid future coti and irouHa about a claim worthless both 
at law and in equity. 



363 

Now know ye, that the said William Vans, for and %h 
consideration of the. said sum of Jive hundred dollars tohim in hand 
paid by said Catherine Codinan of said Boston, widow, and the 
sum of one dollar in hand paid by Stephen Codman,of said Bos- 
ton, merchant. Executor to the will of John Codman, and admin- 
istrator of the estate of Richard Codman, the receiptwhereof he 
doth hereby acknowledge, doth hereby rbleasb, acquit and dis- 
charge the said Stephen Codman, Executor and Administrator a- 
foresaid, and the Estates of said John and Richard Codman, their 
heirs and oBsigns, from all actions, causes of action, claims 
AND demands of cocry name and nature whatsoever, both as con 
eems himself and said Wife, or otherwise howsoever.* 
In witness whereof said William Vans hath hereunto set his hand 
and seal this fourteenth day of April one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen,! having also signed one other instrument 
of the same tenor and date. WILLIAM VANS, [seal.] 
Signed, sealed and deSvered in the presence of 
John Winslow, 
Stephen Gorham. 
Suffolk bs. April 21st, 1818. Then William Vans acknowl- 
edged the above instrument by him subscribed, to be his free act 
and deed. Before me, STEPHEN GORHAM, 

Justice of the Peace, 

l¥o.S95. 

A spurious andfahe copy of the Release as published by Wm. Vans. 

[From a Pamphlet of liii pabliihed in 1824, entitled << A new Edition of the De- 
mand of Wm. Vans," &c. p. 4.] 

" Whereas William Vans, some years past placed in the hands 
of Richard Codman, in France, certain Estates and credits to a 
large amount, when the said Vans said that John Codman was 
copartner with Richard Codman, in the transaction with himi 
which allegation Mrs. Catherine Codman and the heirs always 
denied ; and a» the scdd WUUam is now barred by the limitation low,} 
he is willing to accept from Mrs. Catherine Codman, the som of 
600 dollars, as a discharge for his claims on the said Catherine Cod- 
Husn.^ 

Now know ye that the said Vans, for and in consideration of 

* Thii relsase, it will at once be teen, if fairly obtained, is a emnptee ter U> 
any claims of William Vans on the estate of John Codman, if any had pre- 
Tiously existed. The circumstances under which it was ^ven are disclosed 
in the deposition of the late Rufus G. Amory, Esq., for which see No. 396. 

f At this date Mr. Vans' claim was not only barred by the Statutes of limi- 
tation, but the Legislature, upon repeated applications, had uniformly reffased 
to remoTe that bar, their Committees reporting that there was no foundation 
for the claim sgainst John Codman*s estate ; and finally it had been decided 
by the Supreme Judicial Court, in the case of Holden ts. James, that such 
partial repeals of the Limitation Acts were unconstitutional. 

t There is no such language in the original. 

& Worded as if for the |500 he had consented to discharge Mrs. Coimon, Ae 
tnaoWfOnly. 
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one doUar in hand,* paid to him bj Stephen Codman, the Execu- 
tor and Administrator of the last will and testament of John & 
Richard Codman, doth hereby discharge the said Stephen Cod- 
man, as Executor to the Estates of John & Richard Codmao, 
this day of April, 1818.t As witness my hand and seal. 

WILLIAM VANS. 
Witness, John Winblow, 

GORHAM. 

]¥o« 396. 

Rufus O, Amory^s Deposition respecting the Release. 
I Rufus G. Amory, of Roxbury in the County of Norfolk, Es- 
quire, of lawful age, do testify and say, that about ten years ago, 
I was addressed by General John Winshw now deceased in behalf of 
Mr. Vans^X He represented to me that Mr. Vans was about 
leaving the town for the South, I believe for Washington, and 
that he was willing for a small consideration to renounce forever 
all claim of any kind against the estate of John Codman, Esquire, 
and the family. General Winslow further observed that it would 
even be a charity to Mr. Vans, under his circumstances, to give 
him a small sum of money. I observed to General Winslow that 
Mr. Vans in my opinion had no claim whatsoever against the 
estate of John Codman, and that he had no claim of a charitable 
character against the Codman family, because he had defeated in 
France a conveyance to John Codman which was given for a 
valuable consideration, and a just debt. The conveyance was 
from Richard Codman to John Codman, Mr. Vans having by 
process of law in France obtained an adjudication that the con- 
veyance was a fraudulent one, when I thought that it was found- 
ed on a just consideration. General Winslow also observed that 
it might save some expense in the law. Whether he demanded a 
greater sum than five hundred dollars in the first instance or not, 
I cannot say, perhaps it might have been one thousand dollars, 
which he required ; but it wasjinaUy concluded thai Mr. Vans, for 
the sum of jive hundred doUars, should execute the strongest release 
which could be]wriUen, permitting me to word it in any way I pleased. 
1 told General Winslow that I would consult the heirs, and prob- 
ably should recommend the payment of five hundred dollars, as 
it would stop (til future costs, contention and claim. On my com- 
munication with the heirs, and making that recommendation, 
they assented to it. A release, such as dictated by me, ur some 
instrument very similar, (I presume the same) was brought to me 
as having been executed by Mr. Vans, and on the receipt thereof, 
I paid the money, or caused it to be paid, being five hundred dol- 

* Reptetenting onB dollar u the whole consideration for his discharge of the 
re8t/)f the family. 

t The pretencted release, as here published, is so meagre, that it is not strange 
if persons who had never seen a true copy of the instrument, have questioned 
its validity. 

X The movement is from Vans himself, and not from the Executor or heirs 
of John Codman. 
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lars. I had no eommiunicaHon whatever^ with Mr. Vans personally f 
on the street of the release. 1 delivered or caused the release to 
be delivered to Mr. Stephen Codman executor. It was never so- 
Ucited in any degree on my part^ or on the part of the heirs to my 
knowledge, as it was with some difficulty, by my intervention that 
they agreed to it.* I think that Mr. John Welles may have spo- 
ken to me on the subject in behalf of Mr. Vans ; but that he can 
better testify to. I aJso remember that in the release, a discharge 
to Mr. Stephen Codman, as administrator of Richard Cod- 
man was contained. My intention was to make the release final and 
conclusive ; and I caused all the circumstances on which it was 
founded, to be recited in the reletise. I am sure the money was 
not paid from any views of charity, but to obtain a release, if the 
thing was possible, so as to hear nothing more of Mr, Vans* claim,f 
General Winslow represented to me that he came to me at the re- 
guestofMr. Vans. 

Question, by S. Codman, Esq. Executor of the Will of John 
Codman. — What authorises you to say, that the conveyance was 
set aside in France as fraudulent 1 

Answer. I have no authority except from a general recollec- 
tion of the French judgment, and I do not mean any moral fraud, 
but that the deed was given under such circumstances of illegali- 
ty as made it void. 

By B. Parsons, Esq. Counsel of Mr. Vans, 

Did you inform General Winslow that Mr. Vans had no claim 
on John Codman's Estate, because said John was not a partner 
of Richard at the time of the transaction 1 

Aruwer, I have no doubt that I told Mr. Winslow the impres- 
sions of my mind on the subject, which were, that the Copartner- 
ship was legally dissolved by advertising in the newspapers, and 
in the same manner by which it was created ; having always un- 
derstood there was no written agreement of copartnership, and 
further, I always considered that the transaction between Mr. 
Vans and Richard Codman was an act of personal confidence, 
and not relative to aoy mercantile concern. I also knew that 
Mr. Vans had been in Boston and seen Mr. John Codman, and 
must have known there was no copartnership, as the letter of 
credit he had, was not on the old firm of John and Richard, but 
on John only, and that John Codman refused to grant the credit, 

* It IB ■ometimes repreiented that Mr. Vans wtiBfraudulenUy induced to exe- 
cute this paper. Tet it seems that neither the Executor, nor heirs, nor any 
affent of the Codman family ever saw Mr. Vans on the subject, and that all 
the communication with him was through his ovm friend and agent Gen. 
Winslow. 

t To hear nothing more of Mr. Vans and his claim was tho whole object of 
the payment. The consequence has been, that Mr. Vans hamng got the money 
not only continues to create all the trouble and expense, the avoiding of which 
was the sole consideration of the payment y but actually uses the fact as an argu- 
ment to prove the justice of his claim, as if it were an admission of the adverse 
party. Why did they want a release, if they were not afraid of his claim ? why 
did they pay ^^500, if they did not owe him .' &c. dec. This is the best answer 
to the question sometimes asked, why do not the heirs, since they are able, 
^ifoe something to Mr. Vans who is poor, so as to quiet him ? They have done 
it once, and have seen the hose use he makes of it. 
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which if he had been a partner he woold in mj apprehension 
have been bound to accept. And the dates of Mr. Vans' contracts 
with Richard Godman were after his return from Boston to 
France, and granted credits to Richard Godman when John re- 
fused to credit him. 

By same. How did jou understand these thinffs ? 

Answer, From the papers which Mr. Vans insisted on my see* 
ing, being the French judgments. 

JBy same. Does the French judgment riiow that Mr. Vans 
looked to Richard Godman alone t 

Answer. I do not remember whether the papers declared that 
they were partners at the time of the contract with Richard or 
not I belieTe not, but that thej had been partners. 

JBy same. Did you not tell General Vinslow that if Mr. Vans 
ever had any claim, it was barred by the Statute of Limitations ? 

Answer. Probably I did. 

RUFUS G. AMORT. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSAGHUSETTS. 

Suffolk, sb. — Citt of Boston. On this twenty-ninth daj of 
November A. D. 1828 personally appeared before us, the subscri- 
bers two Justices of the Peace in and for said Gonnty, Quorum 
unus, the above named Rufus G. Amory, and after being careful- 
ly examined and cautioned, made oath, that the foregoing depo- 
sition by him subscribed contains the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. 

Taken at the request of Stephen Godman, Esq. Executor of the 
last will and testament of John Godman, Esq. deceased, to be 
preserved in perpetual remembrance of the thing. We duly no- 
tified William Vans of Gambridge in the Gounty of Middlesex, 
Gentleman, and he was present with his Attorney Benjamin Par- 
sons, Esq. W. MINOT, 

JOHN KNAPP. 



Evidence respecting the sale, by Williaoi Vans, to 
great numbers of persons, in small sums, for many 
years past, of an interest iu his claim on the Exec- 
utor and heirs of John and Richard Codman^-com* 
monly called William Vans' Stock. 

No. 397. 

AppUian Peny*s Certificate. 

[original.] 

ReceiTed of Appleton Perry one dollar, to pay him ten dol- 
lars when I recover and receive of the Executor and heirs of 
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John & Richard Codman, five hundred thousand dollars, and in 
that proportion on what I do recover and receive. 

WILLIAM VANS. 
Bosimi^ October, 1829. 

DipasUian of FSrands B. Fay, 

I, Francis B. Fay, of Chelsea, in the County of Suffolk, and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, merchant, formerly of South- 
borough, in the County of Worcester, in said Commonwealth, 
being conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, do solemnly 
affirm and say, in answer to interrogatories proposed to me as 
follows : 

Interrogatories by Wm. H. Gardiner, Esq. counsel for Stephen 
Codman of said Boston, Executor of the last will and testament 
of John Codman, deceased, and also Administrator on the estate 
of Richard Codman, deceased. 

First IfUerrogatory. Has or has not William Vans, at any time 
heretofore, offered to sell you an interest in a supposed claim of 
said Vans on the estates of John Codman and Richard Codman, 
deceased, or either of them t If yea, state particularly what 
passed between you. 

Answer. Mr, Vans has, some two or three times, I canH distinctly 
recollect whioh, invited me to take stock in his claim against the 
Codmans, (I believe that is the term he uses,) his terms were 
one dollar paid, he would give an obligation for twenty dollars, 
to be paid to the holder of the certificate upon the recovery o^ 
one hundred thousand dollars, or in proportion for any sum 
which might be recovered. As to any particular conversation 
that passed between us, I cannot state any thing, except that he 
was urgent to have me take some of the etock, to help a poor fellow 
along, as he said, till he could get something. 

Second Interrogatory. Do you know, or have you heard, of any 
person or persons to whom said Vans has sold, or proposed to 
sell, an interest in said supposed claim t 

Afiswer. I have seen a certificate purportingto be signed by 
said Vans. I have been told by Mr. Artemas Ward of this city, 
recently of the firm of Ward 6l Wildes in North Market street, 
that he or his partner, I can't distinctly say which, had some of 
the stock ; the certificate purports to be Mr. Ward*s alone, I 
think. Said Vans has also offered to seU his said stock to my 
partner, Lyman Farwell, of this city. I do not personally know 
of his having offered stock to any other persons. I have heard 

of his selling, or offering his stock to my neighbors, 6l 

. * I am not certain whether it was a sale, or an offer to 
them. I have heard that there are certain individuals in this city 
firom whom he receives a regular salary, from some nine pence a 
piece per week, and from some more. I have understood that 
6l — — pay him half a dollar a week, the year round ; 

* Names of hidividiialfl we omitted, ezcejpt wheie tlie &ot of tlieir beiiig 
ownen of the itock is uneqaivocally proved by their owa te«timoaj. 
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I think that is the sum, it may he a dollar. I have understood 

that & • also pay him a certain sum ; my impre»- 

sion is, that it is quarter of a doUar weekly. I have understood 
there is quite a number, I don*t recollect their names, who make 
him regular payments.* [The witness here states that he ma^ 
be mistaken in the amount of the sum named by said Vans in 
his proposal, upon recovering of which he agrees to pay twenty 
dollars ; he thinks it was five hundred thousand dollars instead 
of one hundred thousand dollars ; he was at first under the im* 
pression that the amount was five hundred thousand francM, 
which is one hundred thousand dollars ; but he now thinks the 
amount was five hundred thousand dollars.] 

Third Interrogatory, Are you or not a member of the Legisla- 
ture of this Commonwealth ? • 

Answer. I am at present a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of this Commonwealth from the town of Chelsea. 

FRANCIS B. FAY. 

[Here follows the certificate of William I. Hubbard and Fran- 
cis O. Watts, Esquires, the magistrates who took the deposition, 
February 18, 1835, with notice to William Vans.] 

Extracts from Artemas Ward^s Deposition^ iakem by the same 
magistrates^ with notice to WilUam Vans, 

• • • I once paid said Vans one dollar, for which he gave 
me a receipt, or note, promising to pay me twenty dollars upon 
his recovery of five hundred thousand dollars from the executor 
and heirs of John and Richard Codman. The following is a 
true copy of said paper : " Received of Artemas Ward one dol- 
lar, to pay him twenty dollars when I recover and receive of the 
executor and heirs of John and Richard Codman, five hundred 
thousand dollars, and in that proportion on what I do recover 
and receive. Boston, 8 August, 1831. William Vans." The 
said receipt, or certificate, was written by said Vans at the time 
when it bears date, and was then subscribed by him, the paper 
now produced and exhibited by me, from which the foregoing is 
copied, is the original document subscribed by said Vans. I have 
frequently heard said Vans offer to sell his stock; his usual price 

was one dollar for ten dollars of stock, but I do not recollect any 
instance of his making a bargain ; my impression is, that my 

former partner, , had a certificate similar to the one which 

I hold. 

Extracts from Samuel B, Piercers Deposition^ taken as aforesaid. 

In June, 1830, 1 received from said Vans a receipt, of which 
the following is a true copy : ** Received of Samuel B. Pierce 

• In this way, as well ob by the sale of his stock, Mr. Vans has contrived 
to get a living out of the misguided sympathies of the community, excited by 
his false statements of a claim to a great property, fraudulently withheld 
from him by the heirs of John Codman ! 
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ope ipOBT^ to pay him tea dollars wbon I recover and receive of 
the execator and heirs of Joho and Richard GodmaD* fite hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and in that proportioa on what I do re- 
cover and receive. Boston, 10 June, I8d0. William Vans." 
I do not know whether Mr. Vans came to me at the time to bor- 
row a dollar and gave me said certificate, or whether he came to 
sell me ap interest io his said claim- AfVerifards he came to me 
to borrow a dollar, which I let him have ; he said at first that be 
would return it, mentioniqg that he expected to receive it of a 
certain man in the neighborhood; be afterwards said that be 
would return the dollar or give me another share in his claim on 
the Godm^ns ; he never did either. At the time he gave me the 
receipt hcfoki me tkfft he kad told seperal $kares; I think he said 
that be had sold some to the firm of , I won't be positive. 
I think he said also he had sold shares to ». I don't recol- 
lect that he ever told me of any others at any other time. I 
think that at the time when I received the certificate from him, 
he mentioned other firms, but I can't now recollect who they 
were. 

Extracts from Basra Ame$* DeponUcm. 

Somewhere about the year 1830 or 1831, 1 was in J. W. Mer- 
riam's office, who kept a hroker^s and exchange office at the corner 
of Hanover Street and Marshall's Laoe. I saw an old gentle- 
man going out. Mr. Mernam told me it was Mr. Vans, and that 
he had been there to s^tt some of his claims on the Mr. Godmans. 
I am not certain whether he said that he bought some or not. I 
think he said that he did. He told me that Mr, Vans used to be 
in there every day or two* * * I think said Meriam told me 
he purchased of him. I think he wanted me to purchase. The 
terms were to receive one hundred dollars of the claim when 
recovered for ten dollars paid. I think that was what Meriam 
said. I will not be positive ; it was something like that. 

Extracts from Nathaniel Fisher*s Deposition, 

Some years ago this Mr. Vans came along by our stall, 
talking about his property. I can't recollect what his words 
were exactly ; he said his property was in the hands of these 
Mr. Godmans, and he had no doubt he should get it in some 
way, through the Gourts, or in some other way, I did'nt un- 
derstand how. He said he was poor, but should certainly get 
his property some time or other; that he found it hard wprk 
to get victuals for his family, and wanted me to give him 
something ; he wanted something or other in my line ; I gave 
him a shoulder of bacon, I can't recollect whether he gave me 
any receipt ; he said that he would pay roe when he recovered 
from the Godmans. I rather think he did give me some writing, 
but I can't say for a certainty that he did, and I can't say that 
he did not ; it is rather my impression that he did give me a 
receiot or certificate of some kind. • • • I think that at the 
47 
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time that I haye mentioned in mj former answer, when he applied 
to me, he shewed meaKsi of names of persons who had assisted him ; 
the only name that I can recollect seeing on said list was that of 

■ ' , formerly of the firm of . My impression is, that 

the Ust was a Ust of persons who had hdped Am, and were to re- 
eeive a portion of what he should recover from the Codmans. * 
* * [The foregoing examination was had on the third day of 
March, and an adjournment was then had that the witness might 
examine among his papers to find, if he has any such receipt 
or certificate in his possession, as is mentioned in his answer to 
the first interrogatory. On this fourth day of March, to which 
time the examination was adjourned, he further testifies as fol- 
lows.] Since the adjournment yesterday, I haye examined among 
my papers, and find that I have a receipt signed hy said William 
Vans, which is now exhibited, and of which the following is a 
true copy : <* Received of Nath. Fisher three dollars, to pay him 
thirty dollars, if I recover and receive five hundred thousand 
dollars of the executor and heirs of John and Richard Godman, 
and in that proportion on what I do recover and receive. March 
20, 1829. Wm. Vans." From the amount of three dollars named 
in said receipt, I presume that I most have given said Vans more 
than a single shoulder of bacon, as I have mentioned in .my 
answer to the first interrogatory, but I have no distinct recollec- 
tion in regard to the circumstances. 

Extracts from William I^sVs Deposition, 
I never made any contract with said Vans ; he came to me 
one morning, and wanted a dollar. I let him have it ; A« said he 
would let me haue his scrip. I told him I did*nt want any thing of 
the kind, when he was able, he might pay. I believe I was called 
off at the time, and he left on my bench apaper^ of which the fol^ 
lowing is a copy : ** Received of Wm. Fisk one dollar, to pay 
him ten dollars when 1 recovdr and receive of the executor and 
heirs of J. Codman and R. Codman, five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and in that proportion on what I do recover and receive. 
Boston, 11 May, 1831. Wm. Vans.'* • • • I liave heard 
of some few, that Mr. ' of Roxbury had some of his scrip ; 

also Mr. -.^— of Roxbury. I never heard of any others be- 
sides them. I believe that his name is > I heard from 
that he had some. 

Extracts from Asa Adams^ Deposition, 

* * * He never told me any thing about how much, or 
what proportion of his said claim he had sold, nor what he had 
realized therefrom. He has once or twice asked me to purchase his 
serip^ but I refused to have any thing to do with it. * * * I 
believe said Vans did once apply to me to negotiate a sale of an 
interest in his said supposed claim, and I applied to Mr. ■ of 

Medford, to know if he would buy some of Mr. Vans^ serip. 
Vans never applied to me more than once, to my recollection. 
I believe Mr. — — was the only person to whom I made 
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anj application. I do not reeolleot whi^t were the terms, if 
any, which said Vans named to me, nor whether he named 
the amount he would sell. He applied to me as a broker^ to 
see if I could dispose o^ any of his scrip. 

Extracts from Waison FrtenuaCs Deposition. 

The said Vans some time since, I cannot recollect how long, 
came into my store, and asked for assistance, he wanted some 
money. I ga?e him a ten dollar bill, and he gave me a writing 
stating that he had received so miccA, and promising me a certain 
sum when he should recover his claims fromthe Codmans. This was 
the substance of it, I don't recollect the language* Thinking it 
of no value, I put it into the. fire. I gave him the money as a 

matter of charity. • « * , since deceased, gave sai^ 

Vans ten dollars at the same time I did, and received from Vans 
a certificate similar to that which be gave me. 

ETstract fiwn EUfah Tha^fer^s Deposition. 

* * * About six or seven years ago, I gave him two dollars 
and a half; he wanted me then to take some shares in his said chdm^ 
but I declined taking any paper. He has since told me that I 
had a share or part of a share, or some interest in his said claim. 
I tpld him that I had not ; he said that I had paid for it I then 
recollected giving him two dollars and a half, as I have now 
stated* I have frequently given him money since, when he has 
applied to me, but have never taken any of his scrip. What I 
have given him has been as charity. He told me that he had 

sold to Mr. a share or part of a share. Mr. — — was 

present at the time, and said he had taken part of a share. * * 

Extract from William Wildes' Deposition. 
Said Vans frequently importuned me to take a share in his said 
claim, and I finally, after having refused several times, took one 
shate^ or a dollar's worth. I did'nt know what it was at the time ; 
he called it lUs stock. He gave me a paper, which I took no care 
of, and I do not now know where it is. . The substance of it, as 
near as I can recollect, was, that he had received from me one 
dollar, and promised to pay me twelve dollars when he recovered 
his claim from the Codmans. 

Extract from Joshua C. Bates' Deposition. 

I never entered into any contract, nor made any bargain with 
said Vans, nor took any agreement from him, relative to an in- 
terest in his said supposed claim. He has severed times asked sie 
to purchase into the concern, but I have always declined doing it. 
I have known of his offering his stock, as I think he called it, to 

Mr. , my partner ; but I have no knowledge of his having 

offered to sell it to any person or persons besides him, nor do I 
know of any person or persons who have purchased an interest 
in his claim. / have agreed to pay him nine pence a week^ to assist 



372 

Mm, a$ kng m he ihest but it iii itkbgether gtatuicous, na an act 
ofuharitj; 

Extracts from Joseph W. Tttjflor^s Dtpositim* 

* * * Sometime sincei I think it was in the summer of 
1829, he wanted our firm of Tajlor, Reed &l Co. to advance 
him Some monejt and to take an interest in his said elaim. I 
think he wanted as to adTtmoe fiftr dollars, to htfy kim ewrrf &n 
his suit against the Coduums. fife offered, in case we should 
advance the sum wanted, to agree to pay us a targe amount in 
ease he should reamer his claim. I don't now recollect precisely 
how much, it was several thousamd dollars. He stated to us that 

he had conversed with Mr. — — , a lawyer in , on the 

Mjact of his claiin ; that had examined his papers, and 

was going to unden^e for him; I think that one of my part- 
ners, Mr. Meriam, addressed a letter to Mr. , to leadrn his 
opinion of the claim, that we might know whether he was Ukely to 
recover^ before we advanced him anj thing ; his answer was such 
as rather discouraged «5, and we declined doine any thing alter 
that. * * * I have heard that he has sold an interest in 

his said claim to the late Mr. , of the firm of , 

but I do not know to what amount. Mr. Vans has tolcl me that 
he had sold an interest in his said claim to Mr. , but I do 

not know to what amount I do not now recollect that I have 
heard of any other person or persons, to whom said Vans has sold 
or offered to sell an interest in his said claim, or who have ad- 
vanced, or whom he has asked to advance him monej on his said 
claim, or anj portion thereof.* 

* The extent to which these nles hmve been made mmt have been very 
ffreat, considering what is positivelj proved, and what is rendered probable, 
by the foregoing testimony ; and, consideringr also, the ffreaf difficulty or 
tradng out parUes to a secret transaction of this natoie^ and the impossibility 
of getting anv one who had embarked in the scheme with dtshonsMt viewa »f 
pbmdar, (as oonbtless many have) to confess the fact. It is only those who 
advanced their monev fiom motives of mistaken charity, and who are honest 
in their belief, thoogn founded in error, of the jnstice of Mr. Vsns* claims, 
and especially those who had dedmed taking the stock offered is them, from 
whom evidence could be expected. Accident first led to the information that 
this stock had been ofiered to Col. Fay, a member of the Legislature, for- 
meriy from Southbdrough, and latterly from Chelsea. This gentleman's 
testimony disclosed the fact, that Mr. Artemas Ward (not the Hon. Judge of 
the Common Pleas, but a respectable trader of Boston^ held a certificate. A 
clue being thus ^ot, each witness, who was compellea to testify, found him- 
self obli^d to disclose some other person having a similar interest, until the 
chain or testimony above exhibited was obtained, (generally from unwilling 
witnesses) and an inquiry, endless in its nature, was pursued far enough to 
establish, beyond all question, the fact of an extensive sale. An admirable 
preparative this, for the jury trial which Mr. Vans so loudly calls for '. 
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IVo. SV8* 

A Spedmm of iktiwnuuurMi Ubeh published by WilUam Vans.^ 

To the Rererend Johti Codtnant Doctor of liiB Church, in Dor* 
Chester, State of Massachusetta. 

** I dare do all that may become a man ; 

Who dares do more is none.*' — JShdkespedte. 

Boston. June 6, 1826. 
Sir,— Mr. Wibon said to me, you declined accepting my draft 
for 50 dollars^, to pay for a suit of Olothes I wanted more than the 
Gospel wanted your Missionary assistance. Being nearly naked, 
presume it gave you pleasure to hear it. In a former letter I told 
you a book had been written by me, of 160 pages with Engravings, 
containing copies of Letters sent you and your family, soliciting 
in a most humble manner, assistance and payment of a small part 
of my debt, to keep me and my family from starving ; with the 
atiswers given to those letters. — For when I asked Bread, you 
sent me a stone— when money, you treated my request with the 
hauteur of a purse proud Doctor of Divinity. The time is arrived, 
I cease to consider you a minister of the most high, but a minister 
of the Devil, seeking whom he may destroy ; a scoundrel, that 
receives property from his father that final Judgments say, was 
fraudulently taken from me.y-^71us you know to be true.) It is a 
maxim ili flaw, the Receivers of stolen goods are as bad as the 
T^U^— in a word Sir^ the world will be informed by my book the 
depravity of you and the Codman family who keep 370,000 doU 
lars of my property. This you know to be true. If it is not then 
indict and prosecute me for a Libel or Ringing Lie — as you know 
all that is written to be truth, you do not like to hear-^As it 
proves you to be a Villain. Remember Sir, God will justify the 
steps I take to prevent you and your family from enjoying my 
property. I say and swear it — not that I mean to threaten or 
frighten you. I despise you too much to use threats. Mr. Wil- 
son informed me I annoyed you ; (meaning by Walker's Diction- 
ary,) my Letters troubled and vexed you. I am not surprised 
your 'consdence is smitten at this Robbery — ^being a well known 
fiict, the property you live on, and give to different institutions to 
buy the name of Generous Doctor Codman, belongs to me — that 
no good moral man would keep— particularly a Reverend Divine, 
who professes the Christian Religion. Shew this Letter. to the 
Hon. Daniel Webster; see if he will assist you to do Injustice^ or 
countenance your Fraud — ^Report says he is an honest man. (I 
believe it,) You cannot Bribe hiin with my money-^I am pre- 
pared for any thing and every thing you can do ; — Being convinc- 
ed my death will give you and the Codman family pleasure. But 
there is a just God who will make you aU feel hb Wrath before 

* This is taken from a printed handbill. Besides the numerous pamphlets, 
handbills, and placards, printed and distributed by Mr. Vans, abusive and me- 
nacing letters innumerable have been sent by him to different members of the 
Codman family. Even the ladies of the fiunily have not been exempted from 
this infamous and dastardly persecution. 
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they die, and force jou and them to do Justice.— Untii this mo* 
ment I haTC treated you with the respect due a minister of oar 
holy religion. Your infamous conduct now ^btiges me to tedl 
youi I consider you a Rascal— *«nd place this Letter in my book 
that the world may see it. I am Sir* die. die. 

WILLLLM TANS. 
P. S.-«-I am the great grand son of the Rey'd Dr. Pemberton, for- 
merly minister of the Old South Church, tf he had sees you en- 
ter his desk, he would have said, (CddmoHi) go out ; you preach 
one thing and practice anOfher-^You deceived ptoptttj tiokM 
from my great grand son, and you kuow it — God is just^ if you da 
not come forward and pay him, the time is not far distant when 
you will be called to give an account of the Deeds done in the 
Body»— '^nd hear pronounced that dreadful Sentence of the Law, 
-^Depart from me into ererlasting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. Hear this and tremble ; do justice before it is 
too late. I have been asked where I got my money — have an- 
swered this question in a book I printed some time since, and now 
ask the Rev'd John Codman and his family where they got their 
money-^l'his question they do not choose to answer^-^I will an- 
swer it and tell them where and how they got their fortune.-** 
The fact that cannot be denied t5, the Revr*d Dr. Codman, C^ R. 
Codman, and Codman family He$€r eami a cent. The fortune 
they enjoy was property taken from Wm. Vans, by their Father 
and uncle Richard Codman, who were copartners, and who were 
condemned in a court of Justice for fraudulent^ taking this prop» 
erty ; they never denied in Print,--altho' William Vans published 
more than 3000 books, stating this fact.^It is tki$ property the 
Rev. Dr and Charles R. Codman live on, and generously distrib- 
ute over the state, while William Vans is reduced to mendicity. — 
That the Rev. John Codman refused a suit oi clothes to cover his 
nakedness, as this Utter proves. <* Be just, before you are gener* 
ous,'* is my maxim. 

In a little time my intention is to visit you, meet you face te 
face, and tell you truths that will not please you unless you pay 
me. I do not fear you or any of your family, who are cowards; 
1000 copies of this letter I am printing to circulate throughout 
the United States, particularly New Jersey, where Doctor Cod- 
man bought his Cap of D. D. with my money, and paid 1000 dol- 
lars to the Institution : I give to each Representative of the Gen- 
eral Ct)urt one of theoe letters, that every person may know John 
Codman, Parson of his meeting house in Dorchester, State of 
Ma8sachu8ett8.<^And know, Sir, the man who tells you these truths 
dare do any thing to obtain justice. 

I have applied to alinost all the Printers in Boston to notice 
this Robbery in their papers, have been refused, as they feared so 
powerful a family and connections would withdraw their names 
from their sabscription. That obliges me to publish this transac- 
tion inBooks ; here then you see the independent papers of Boston. 

O tempore ! O mores ! 

Salemj June 1826, Printed for WUliam Vans. 
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Eztrteti from records and^ 01ei of the Court of OommonsPleaa in the County of 

Middlesex. 

A Writ iuei out hy WilUam Vans vs, Stephen Codmaiif Executor^ 
Sept. 23, 1^2a 

[L. S.] Middlesex, 88. CommanwealtK of Massachusetts, 

To the Sheriff of our County of Suffolk and Norfolk or his Depu- 
ty. Ctreeting* 

We command you to attach the goods or estate of John Cod- 
man, late of Boston, in said County of Suffolk, merchant, deceas- 
ed, formerly partner and jointly negotiating with Richard Cod- 
man late of Boston aforesaid, Merchant, deceased, under the 
firm of Richard Codman, in the hands of Stephen Codman of 
Boston, aforesaid, notary public, executor of the last will and 
testament of said John Codman, to the value of six hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and -summon and give notice to said Stephen to ap- 
pear (if he may be found in your precinct) before our Justices of 
our Court of Common Pleas, next to be holden at Cambridge, 
within and for our county of Middlesex, on the second Monday 
of December next : Then and there in our said court to answer 
unto William Tans of Cambridge, in our said county of Middle- 
sex, Gentleman, in a plea of trespass, on the case, for that the 
said John &, Richard, at Paris, in the kingdom of France, to wit 
at Boston aforesaid, on the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand ei^ht hundred and twenty-eight, being indebt- 
ed to the Plaintiff in the sum of two millions six hundred and fif- 
ty-three thousand two hundred and twenty-six francs, of the val- 
ue of five hundred and thirty thousand six hundred and forty-fi^ve 
dollars, (according to the account annexed,) ice. ice. To the 
damage of the said Plaintiff (as he saith) the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars, which shall then and there be made to ap- 
pear, with othcir due damages. An<d have you there this writ with 
your doings therein. — ^Witness, Artemas Ward, Esq. at Cam- 
bridge, the twenty-third day of September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.* 

ABR'M. BIGELOW, Clerk. 
Copy attest, E. PHINNE Y, Clerk. 

Return of attachments made by the Deputy Sheriff in the County of 

Norfolk. 
Norfolk 88. Sept. 20, A. D. 1828. By virtue of this writ I this day 

* To thii aetioii the Executor pleaded 1. th&t John Codman never promised. 
S. that he wai appointed Executor of John Cknlman's will more than 25 yean 
ago, and gave due notice of his appointment. 3. that more than four yean tm 
he had accepted the trust and given due notice. 4. that Vans had ezeeuteda 
rekaae of all demands. Mr. Vans replied to the 2d and 3d pleas that he save 
due notice to the Executor of his demands, and required payment Mar. 30th, 
1805;— and to the fourth he replied that the supposed release did not release 
the estate of John Codman. These replieations were demurred to — but with- 
out joining in the demurren, or going to trial on the general issue, Mr. Vans 
became nonsuit June 26th, 1829. 
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attached the following described real estate held now in the hands 
and possesBion of Richard 6l John Codman, and supposed to be 
the property of the late John Codman of Boston, as within men- 
tioned, to wit, the mansion house now occupied by said Dr. John 
Codman, and the fkrm and farm house, and all other builcfings, 
lying in Dorchester, and bounded on the westerly side by the Up- 
per road, so called. Ateo, pews No. 15, 21, 40,86, 100, 104, 1 1 1 , 
113, in the meetinghouse of the second piarish in said Dorchee- 
ter. Also, the Vestry at the East end of said meeting house, and 
the land belonging to the same.* 

Fees 92. JOHN HOVBT, Dept. Sheriff! 

Copy attest, E. PfllNNEY, Clerk. 

Rttum of attachments made by the Deputy Sheriff in Afta County of 

Suffolk. 

Suffolk ss. Boston, 27th Sept. 1828. By virtue of this writ, I 
this day attached at 9^ o'clock, A. M. all the right, title and inter- 
est that the within named John Codman and Richard Codman 
had in and to the following described real estate situated in said 
Boston, viz : The large tavern in Hanover street, known as the 
property of said Codman, also the one in Ann street, with the 
land and appurtenances thereto belonging. Also, a house in 
Pearl street, near James Perkin's, and now thought to be the 

Also, a house in Bedford street, and one in 
Bedford square called with the buildiugs thereon. 

Also, a house in Pleasant street, aqd on the Neck. Also, the 
stores in Kilby street, and the stores in Lindall street, or Lan^, 
and in Liberty Square, known as belonging to said Codman's es- 
tate. Also, the houses and stores in Cornhill, near Washington 
street, known as belonging to said Codman's estate. Also, the 
house, garden and stable in Chesnut street, noW or lately improv- 
ed by Charles R. Codman. Also, house and lapd in Wilson's 
Lane. Also, the wharf sold to the city of Boston for $100,000.— 
Also, the house in Sudbury street which John Codman gave by 
will to his sisters Parmelia, d&c* And on the 10th Nov. 1828, 1 
summoned the within named Stephen Codman to appear and an- 
swer at court at the time and place within appointed, by giving 
to him in hand a summons. 

Fees. Service 50 H. H. HUGGEFORD, Dept. Sh'ffl 

Travel 40 

— Copy attest, 

90 E. PHINNEY, Clerk, 

Extract from the Records shoioing a judgment against Wm. Vans 

for costs. 

CoMtfONW^ALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS* 

Middlesex SS. At a Court of Common Pleas, begun and holden 
at Concord within and for the County of Middlesex, on the sec- 

* These attachments 9h6w the wicked and vezatiou* character of the suit.^ — 
There was no pretence for^eupposing that any of tliie property belonged to the 
estate left by John Codman the fatherland Mr. Vans well knew otherwise. 
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ond Monday of June, being the eighth day of said month. An- 
no Domini 1839. 
By the Hon. David Cummins, Esquire, an Associate Justice of 

said Court. 
William Vans of Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex, gen- 
tleman, Pltff. Ts. Stephen Codman of Boston, in the county of 
Suffolk, notary public, Executor of the last will and testament of 
John Codman, late of said Boston, merchant, deceased, formerly 
partner and jointly negotiating with Richard Codman late of said 
Boston, merchant, deceased, under the firm of Richard Codman, 
Deft, in a plea of trespass on the case, for that the said John and 
Richard, [^c. as in the writ] to the damage of the said Piff. (as 
he saith) the sum o£six hundred thousand dollars. This action was 
commenced at the Court of Common Pleas hoiden at Cambridge 
aforesaid, on the second Monday of December last, when and 
where the parties appeared, and thence said action was contiQued 
to the laet term of this Court» and- from that time to this. And 
now the Deft, appears, and the Plff. although solemnly called to 
come into court, does not appear,, but btcames nonsuit. It is there- 
fore considered, by the court, that the said Stephen Codman, Ex- 
ecutor, as aforesaul, recover against the said William Vans iis 
costSj taxed at eighteen dollars and seventy-fiye cents. 
Execution iteued July 11, 1829. 

Copy of Record, 

Attest, E. PHINNEY, Clerk. 

A second unit sued out by WiBiam Vans for the same cause of a/^ 
tion, Oct. 20, 1829. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

r , MiDj>LGSEx, SB. To thc Sheriff of our Countv ofS.uf- 
L^- »• J fojk^ Norfolk and Middlesex or his Deputy, Greeting. 
We command you to attach the goods or estate of John Codman 
late of Boston, in said County of Suffolk, merchant, deceased, 
formerly partner and joint negotiator with Richard Codman late 
of Boston aforesaid, merchant, deceased, under the firm of Rich- 
ard Codman, in the hands of Stephen Codman, of Boston afore- 
said. Notary Public, Executdr of the last wilt and testament of 
said John Codman, to the value of six hundred thousand dollars, 
and summon and give notice to said Stephen to appear (if he may 
be found in your precinct) before our Justices of our Court of Com- 
mon PlcQs, next to be holdeq at Cambridge, within and for our 
county of Middlesex, on the second Monday of December next : 
Then and there in our said Court to answer unto William Vans 
of Cambridge in our said county of Middlesex, gentleman, in a 
plea of Trespass in the case, for that they the said John and Rich- 
ard at Paris in the kingdom of France, to wit at Boston afore- 
said on the first day of January in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and three, they being then alive and in- 
debted to the Plaintiff in the sum of two millions six hundred 
and seventy thousand seven hundred and three Francs of the value 
of five hundred and thirty four thQU«and one hundred and forty 
4S 
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dollars and twelve cents according to the account annexed. In 
consideration thereof, then and there promised the Plaintiff, &c. 
ice. &c. To the damage of said Plaintiff (as he saith) the sum 
of six hundred thousand dollars^ which shall then and there be 
made to appear, with. other due damagjes. And have you there 
this writ with your doings therein. — Witness^ Artemas Ward^ 
Esq. at Cambridge, the twentieth day of October, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and tweilty nine.f 

Copy Attest, ABR'M BIGELOW, Qerk. 

^ E. Phinney, Clerk. 

^ Return 4)f uitachments made on this writ. 
Suffolk, ss. Boston, 14th Not., 182d. By virtue of this writ 
I this day attached at 1 o'clock, P. M. by the direction of the 
Plaintiff the following described parcels or pieces of real estate 
situate in said Boston, viz. 1st. A large tavern with out houses 
in Hanover street now occupied by Earl as a Tavern. 2d. A 
large house and out houses in Ann street occupied as the Eastern 
Stage Tavern. 3d. House in Pearl street formerly John Cod^ 
man^s but sold and now occupied as the Atbenceum in Boston. 
4th. Houses belonging to the widow Codman in Bedford street 
and place. 5th. Houses in Pleasant street. 6th. Stores in Kil by- 
street, Lindel's lane and Liberty Avenue now occupied by 
Charles ^. Codman. 7th. Charles R.'s house in Chesnut street. 
8th. Rev. John Codman's house in Chesnut street. 9th. Houses- 
and Stores on Washington Street Cornhill No, 42, No«. 44, and 
48. 10th. Houses in Wilson's lane. Mth. Wharf sold to the 
City for 100,000 dollars.t 12th. iHouses in gudbury street, &c. 
And on the said 14th November I notified and summoned the 
within named Stephen Codman to appear and answer at Court 
at the time and place within appointed by giving to him in hand 
an attested copy of this writ. . 
Fees, Service, ,50 

Copy, 1,00 

Travel, ,16 
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H. H. HUGGERFORD, Dep. Sheriff. 
Copy, Attest, E. Phinnry, Clerk. . 

Extract from the Record showing a second judgment against Wm, 
Vans for costs. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Middlesex, ss. At a Court of Common Pleas begun and holdeu at 
Concord, within and lor the County of Middlesex, on the second 
Monday of September being the thirteenth day of said month. 
Anno Domini, 1830. 

* To this second suit commenced immediately after Mr. Vans had become 
nonsuit in the first, the defendant pleaded precisely as before, and the plainiifi* 
on the 13th Sept. 1830 became nonsuit. 

t The same on which the City Market now stands. 
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By the Hon. John M. Williams, Esquire, an Associate Justice of 

said Court. 
William Vans of Cambridge in the County of Middlesex, gen- 
tleman, Plaintiff, vs. Stephen Codmim of Boston in the County 
of Suffolk, Notary Public, Executor of the last will and testa- 
ment of JohnCodman late of said Boston, merchant, deceased, for- 
merly partner and joint negotiator with Richard Codman late of 
said Boston, merchant, deceased, under the firm of Ilichard Cod- 
man, Defendant in a plea of trespass on the .case, for that they 
the said John and Ripiiard,. [^-c. as in the writ.] 

This action was commenced at the Court of Common Pleas 
holden at Cambridge aforesaid on the second Monday of Decem- 
ber last, when and where the parties appeared, and. thence Said 
action hath been continued from term to term to this time. And 
now the defendant appears,. and the plaintiff, although solemnly 
called to come intq Court does not appear, but becomes nonsuit. It 
is therefore considered by the Court that the said Stephen Cod- 
man, Executor as aforesaid recover against the saio William 
Vans, his costs taxed at nineteen dollars and ninety cents. 
Exec, issued Oct. S, 1830. 

Copy of record. 

Attest, . E. PHINNEY, Clerk. 

An affidavit of Stephen Codman^ Executor^ filed in this cause, 

Middlesex, ss. Court of Common Pleas, June Term, 1830. 
William Vans vs. Stephen Codman, Ex'r. 

Stephen Codman, of the city of Boston, Esquire, the defendant 
in the above suit, maketh oath and saith : that John Codman di^d 
in th^ month of May, 1803, having made his last will and testa- 
ment, atid appointed this deponent Executor thereof — ^that on the 
twenty-second of May, 1803, the said will was presented to the 
Probate Court, tind duly proved, approved, and allowed, and* the 
execution thereof committed to this deponent, who immediately 
gave notice thereof, by advertising and posting notifications there- 
on, according to law. 

This deponent further says, that within the time required by 
law, he made and returned to the Probate Office an inventory of 
all the real and personal estate of the testator, which had come 
to his knowledge, and proceeded to discharge the debts and lega- 
, cies to the extent of the personal -property which came to his 
hands, the real estate having been all. divided by the testator to 
his wife and children, that in the month of December, 1806, he 
settled his final account with the Judge of Probate, and after- 
. wards in the year 1810 he settled his final accoimt as executor of 
the said will, so that f6r twenty years he has had no property of 
any kind in his hands belonging to the estate of the said testator. 

And the deponent further says, that the said William Vans, the 
Plaintiff in this action, having made Itrrge and unfounded claims 
against the estate of the said testator, severed years after all claims 
against said estate had become barred by the lapse of time and the 
operation nf the statute of limitatipns, he, this deponent, as his 
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duty required, utterly refused to admit, allow, and noticethe said 
Vans, or his said claims : that thereupon the said Vans, in the 
year 1811, presented his petition to the Legislature of this Com- 
ihonwealth, representing that he had cliaims to a large amount 
against the estate of the said testator, which, by lapse of time, 
and the operation of the statute of limitations had Wcoine barred ; 
and praying that he might be restored to his laW, and allowed to 
prosecute his claims, in the same maimer, as if the statute of lim- 
itations had not intervened. And similar applications were re^ 
hewed and repeated to the succeeding Legislatures, in the years 
ldl2, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1627, and 182S, all which applications 
h6ve been denied and rejected by the Legislature. And this de- 
ponent further says, that sometime in the year 1818, xhh said 
Vkns caused proposals to be made to this deponent, and to the 
widow and heirs of the late John Codman, the testator, that if 
they would give to the said Vans the sum of five hundred dollarsi 
to enable him to remove with his family from this State to a dis- 
tant part of the country, he would cease to trouble this deponent, 
and the widow and heirs of the said testator,' and would give a 
full and absolute release of all claims and demands against them, 
or either of them, and against the estate of the testator. And 
thereupon this deponent, and the ^aid widow aiid heirs, (though 
they were always fully persuaded that the said Vans had no 
just claims, either in law or in equity against them, or either of 
themi) were induced by the hope and the promise of the said 
Vans, that they should thereby avoid further trouble and vexa- 
tion, to give to him the said sum of five hundred dollars, and the 
said Vans at the same time executed a release, which is wholly in 
his own hand writing, and a copy of which is hereto annexed. 

And this deponent further says, that notwithstanding the said 
release, and the promise of ttie said Vans, he commented a suit 
against this deponent at the December term of this Court, ia 
l^^t upon his pretended claim a^nst the said testator, to which 
this deponent appeared by his counsel, and filed his pleas at an 
early day of said term. That the said cause was continued, (as he 
is informed,) at the request of the said Vans, to the following 
March term, and again to the June term of this Court, when the 
said Vans became nonsuit, and judgment was rendered in favour 
of this deponent for his costs, on which an Execution was duly 
issued. That the said Vans has commenced another suit for the 
same alleged cause of action to this Court, and entered the same, 
to which this deponent has caused an appearance to be put in for 
him by his counsel, from, whom he understands that the said 
Vans has been called upon to pay the costs of the former suit, and 
has been informed that a motion will be made to this Court to 
stay proceedings in the second action, until the costs of the first 
suit shall be paid ; and the said Vans has replied that he was 
unable to pay, and should not pay said costs. 

STEPHEN CODMAN. 
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Suffolk, 88. Dec. 26, 1829. Sworn to before me, 

WILIilAM STEVENSON, 

Justice of Peace. 
The foregoing are true copies of the papers filed in the case 
William Vans V9» Stephen Godman, Exec'r. 

Attest,, E. PHtNNEY, Clerk. 

A shori version by Williatn VmUf of the same affidavit ettraeted 
from his pamphlet, catled '' Life of Wm. Vims,'' ifrc published 
ih 1832. 

Vans vs, Codman. Stephen Codman, of the Citj of Boston, the 
Defendant, ^aketh oath and saith— -John Codman died in Maj, 
1803, having made liis last will and testament, and appointed 
jour Deponent Executor thereof: and your Deponent Airt^r 
says — William Vans, the Plaintiff in this action, made, large un- 
founded claims on the estate of said Testator.* After all claims 
had become barred by lapse of time, and the operation of limita- 
tions, he, this depohent, as his duty required, refused utterly to 
admit, notice, or allow the clainds of said Vans. That thereupon 
-the said Vans, in the year 1811, presented to the Legislature a 
petition, representing he had large claims on the estate of said 
testator, Whifeh by the operation of the statute had become barred, 
akid prayed he ml^ht be restored to his law, and allowed to 
prosec^ite his claims in the same manner as if the statute had not 
interfered. This and similar petitions were renewed and repeat- 
ed to succeeding Legiriatufesf in 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 26, 27, 
and 28, all which were refused and rejected by the Legislatures. 
[Signed! STEPHEN CODBIaN,! 

Executor. 

Theti personally appeared before me, Justice of the Peace, 
Stephen t/odman, and made oath the foregoin^deposition by him 
subscHbed Was true. WILLIAM STEVENSON, 

Justice of Peace. 

Taken from the Clerk's Office, in the Couiity of Middlesex, in 
the year 1829. 

This Deposition prores William Vans made a demand on the 
Executor for the debt due to him by John Codman. 

* It will be noted, that Mr. Vans has S6 altered the lan^age of the original 
as to jnstifj his inference. that the defendant admitted that Vans had made his 
demand upon him m duB feojoiir— whereas, the original expressly states. that he 
first made his demand on the Executor severtu years after all claims wers 
barred. 

t This is a fine sample of Vans* publications. He publishes this as an an- 
tire and literal copy of the affidavit. It contains seventeen lines. The genuine 
document, in the same type, contains upwards of seventy. From this fact some 
judgment may be formed what degree of reliance may oe placed on his spuri- 
ous documents. 
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Legislative Proceedings qq the Petitions of William 

Vans. 

]1[o<400. 

Certificate of missing Reports against the two earliest Petitions* 
By the JournalB of the Senate it, appears that leaoe to tffitkdraw 
was reported on the several petitions of William Vans, on the 
29th Jan. 1812,* and on the 25tb of Feb. 18l3,t which Reports 
were conciirred by the House, and are not to he found on the files 
of the Sei>ate. 

Attest, CHARLES CALHOUN, 

Senate Chamber, ) Clerk of the Senate. 

Mar. 6, 1832. | 

No. 401. 

Report of the Committee of New Trials Feb. 25, 1813, referring to 

the Report of the former Committee, 

Commonwealth of ACasbachuhetts. 

In Senate, Feb. 25, 1813. 
The Committee of New Trials, to whom was committed the 
petition of William Vans, praying that he may be authorised to 
institute an action against the estate of the late John Codman, de- 
ceasedf and that for this purpose the statute of Limitations of Ac- 
tions against Executors and Administrators may be so far sus- 
pended—^ieg leave to Report : . 

That they find that the Petitioner preferred a petition to the 
last Legislature for the same object. That petition was commit- 
ted to the then Committee of New Trials. That Committee report- 
ed unammoiusly that the petitioner should have leave to withdraw 
his petition. This Report was accepted by both branches of the 
Legislature. Your present Committee having fully heard the par- 
tieSy and examined and considered all the documents <md evidence pre- 
sented to them by said parties, are unanimously of opinion that 
said petitioner has no cause of action^ .either in law or equity ^ 
against the estate of said John Codman, deceased, and that he 
have leave to withdraw his petition. 
^ Which is submitted by order of the committee, 

LEVI LINCOLN, Chairman^X 
Read and accepted, sent down for concurrence. 

SAMUEL DANA, President. 
In the House of Repregentatives, Feb. 25, 1813. 
Read and concurred, TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 

* This report was founded upbn an examination of the evidence, and w^ 
ananimouB. See No. 401. 

t Of this Report an attested copy was fortunate! v preaerred. See No. 401. 

X Thi> same committee reported in favor of Holden'a petition, pursuant to 
which an act was passed purporting to dispense with the general hmitation of 
suits affsinst Executors and Administrators in his favor. This was afterwards 
decided by the Sup. Jud. Court to be unconstitotional and void. See Holden 
e. James, 1 1 Mass. Rep. 396. 
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CoBIMONWEAtfH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

> Boston, Feb. 2, 182a 

The foregoing is a true copy from the files of the Senate. 
Attest, PAULWILLARD, 

C^rk of the Senate. 

nro. 403. 

Report of a Special Committee of the Senate Jan. 14, 1614. 

COMMONWEALTII OF MASSACHUSETTS. ' 

The Committee of the Senate to whom was referred the Peti- 
tion of Wm. Vans, praying that he may be heard upon the mer- 
its of his case, on the floor of the If on. Senate, have had the same 
under consideration, and Report, that the Petitioner haveJeave to 
teithdraw his Petition. , < 

Which is respectfully submitted, by order of the committee. 

JOSIAH (iUINCY, Chairman. 
In Senate, Jan. 14, 1814. Read^and accepted. 

. JOHN PHILLIPS, President. 
Boston, Feb. 28, 1832. 
A true copy from the files. Attest, 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk of the Senate. 

The above Report was made by a Select Committee of the Sen- 
ate, consisting of Messrs. Quiocy, White, and Holmes. 

l¥o. 403. 

Report of a JSpecialJoint Committee of both Houses Feb. 9, 1814, 
founded upon are-^xaminedton of the evidence. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The Committee of both Houses, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of William Vans, praying that the Statute of Limitations 
against Executors and Administrators may b^ so far suspended 
as to authorise him to commence^a suit at law against Stephen 
Clodmau, Executor of the will of John Codman,' deceased, ha?e 
had the same under consideration, and Report unammously^ that 
the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. Whioh is re- 
spectftilly submitted, by order of the committee. 

WENDALL DAVIS, Chairmm. 
In Senate Feb. 9, 1814. 
Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence. 

JOHN PHILLIPS, President, 
In House of Representatives, Feb. 14, 1814. 
Read and concurred, TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 

Boston, Feb. 28, 1832. 
A true copy from the files. Attest, 

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk of the Senate. 

[The above Report was made by ^ joint select committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Davis and Richardson of the Senate, and Weld 
of Boston, Savage of Salem, and Stone of Newburyport, of the 
House.] 
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llo. 404. 

Jtepart ^the Cmmiiiee of New Trials Jan. 96, 1816. 

Tbe. Committee of New Trials, .to.wjiom waa referred the Pe- 
tition of William -Vans praying that a New Trial may be granted 
him against the heirs of John Codman, deceased, have had the 
same under consideration, and Report, that the Petitioner hare 
leave to withdraw bia Petition. 
Which is reuiectfuUy submitted, l^y order of the Committee. 

JOKN |iqL]JA£;S,.€%atnnqit. 
In Senate, Jan. 26, 1816. 
Read 9nd accepte4* £ept 4own for concurrence. 

JOHN I^Hn,LIPJS, President. 
In House of Representatives, Jan. 26, ]L8l^. 
Read and concurred. TIMOTHY RIQKLOW, JSpeqk^. 

Boston, Feb. 28 1832. 
A true copy from the files. ^ Attest, 

CH AS. CALHOUN, Clerk of the Senate. 

[The above Com. consisted of Messrs* Lalhrop and Holmes of 
the Senate, and Messrs.. Greene, of Berwick, Pynchon of Brim- 
£e}d, and Davis of Plymouth, of the House.] 

]Vo. 400. 

Certificate of two other Reports against Petitions of Wi^am 

Vans, nuxde in 1S14 and 1816. 

It) addition to the foregoing Reports, it appears from the Jour- 
nal and files of the Senate, that a petition of Wm. Vans, com- 
mitted in the House on the 3d June, 1814, to the Com. on New 
Trials, came up for concuri^ence, and was non^<iO$curred ; and 
thereupon '^Ordered, that the petitioner have leave to withdraw 
his petition" — which order was co^tcorred by the House on the 
same day ; — and 

*On the 19th Nov. 1816, another petition of the s^me Wo>- 
Vans was presented, on which is the following endorsement ; — 
"Read, and thereupon ordered, that the petitioner b9ve leave to 
withdraw his petition." " JOHN. PHII^UPS, JPresidefU.'' 

Boston, Feb. 28fl, 1832. 

The foregoing is correct, as appears by the files of the Senate. 
Attest, CHAS. CALHOUN, Cierk of the SenaU. 

* Before this period Uie decision of the Coart in Holden vs. James had been 
promulgated — ahd nu farther petitions of Wm. Vans appear until l8SiA. la 
the mean time he liad received ^500 from the widQtv of John Codman, on his 
assurance that he would never a^rain trouble her or her children about his claims 
— ^barred as they were at law — found by several successive committees to have 
beenalwi^ysunfounded-^and upon which, had they been ever so well founded, 
the Supreme Court had decided that the Legislature could grant no relief. 
He then executed for this consideration a complete and final release. See No. 
394. A few years after, however, he re-commenced his assaults by libellous 
pnblicatioris, extensively circulated, and fiill of every species of fitbehpod arid 
misrepresentation ; which being unanswered, produced some e&ct on the 
public mind. Perceiving this, he began to renew his petitions. 
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No. 406. 

Report of a Special Committee of the House of Representatives, Jan, 

30, 1828 — made without notice or hearing of the adverse parties. 

[copy.] 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS- 

House of Representatives, Jan. 30M, 1828. 
The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of William 

Vans, haye attended to the duty assigned them, and beg leave 

to report, (A) 

That the J find by the evidence produced on the part of the peti^ 
tioner,* that he lent and placed in trust with Richard Codman, co- 
partner of John Codman, at Paris, in December, 1798, a large prop- 
erty ; and afterwards, viz. in the year 1800, took from said ("odman 
two obligations, all amounting, in 1828, to about 500,000 silver 
dollars. That said John and Richard Codman, while living, 
were condemned by the French Courts, in 1801, 2 d& 3, and after 
the decease of John Codman, in 1804, to pay the said Vans the 
demands aforesaid.t That the suits were continued, at the in- 
stance of Stephen Codman, by his agent, in the name of John and 
Richard Codman, by appeals, from the year 1804 to ]809,j: de- 
nying the demise of the said John Codman, and the Court refus- 
ing to admit such evidence as the Plaintiff could produce, of his 
demise. That on returning to the United States, and demanding 
payment of the executor and heirs, they denied that John and 
Richard Codman were copartners ; and, if they were, that said 
Vans had any legal claim on them, being barred by the limitation 
law. Under these- circumstances, the petitioner could discover 
no means of recovering his property, and of saying himself from 
absolute mendicity and want, but by petitioning the General Court 
to suspend the act of limitation, and to let him into the Courts of 
Justice, for the trial of his claims. He, accordingly, preferred 
his petition, but was disappointed in the result, it being the opin- 
ion of the Committee to whom it was referred, that the Legisla- 
ture could grant no relief. He has often repeated his application 
to the Legislature, but with the same result. 

Your Committee, deeply sensible of tlie importance of the case 
to the petitioner, have anxiously sought to ascertain whether, tit 
case all the representations made to them were correct, a remedy 
could be provided for him by law. 

They find, however, that no exception, in the act of limitation, 
is made in favor of a claimant beyond seas, or who otherwise 
may be prevented, by circumstances beyond his control, from pros- 
ecuting his claims within the time prescribed in said act, against 
executors and administrators. 

* Of coune there was no evidefice respecUng the dissolntioD. 

t All this was founded solely on the representations of Mr. Vans, in the ab- 
sence of the other party. The judgment itself shows that the representations 
were false. See No. 343, and the Reports of Committees upon it after hear- 
ins both parties. Nos. 412, 415. 

; All this is likewise founded on Mr. Vans' assertions merely. There is not 
a particle of evidence to show any interference whatever on the pdrt of Ste- 
phen Codman. 

49 
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They find that the Supreme Court have decided, that the act 
of limitation cannot be su$pended in favor of an individual case ; 
that it nlust be suspended in toto, to be of anj avail. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee respectfully ask the 
direction of the House, what further order shall he had on the 
said petition. JOHN BROOKS, 

Chairman of Committee. 

House of Reps., Jan. 30, 1828. The above report wa» amend- 
ed by striking out all'after the word Report at (A) and inserting 
"that the petitioner have leaoe to withdraw his petition" — and so ac- 
cepted. P. W. WARREN, Clerk. 

The above are true copies from the Journal and files of the 
House of Representatives, for the year 1827 — 1828; — and I 
hereby certify, that it does not appear therefrom, that any order 
of notice passed on the said petition of William Vans. 

Attest, L. S. GUSHING, 

Ckrk of the House of Reps. 

No. 407. 

Certificate of another missing Report against the Petition of Wm. 
VanSf made June 11, 1828. 

In addition to the fi>regoing statement, the Journal of the Sen- 
ate shows that a Report on the petition of Wm. Vans, granting 
leave to withdraw, was accepted on the llth June, 18S3^ which 
Report has been taken from the files of the Senate. 

Attest, CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk of Senate. 

IVo. 4*8. 

Report of a Special Committee of the House of Representatives f 

Feb. 15, 1831 — mcuk without notice or hearing of the adverse 

parties. 

[copy,] 

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of William 
Vans, praying the Legislature so far to suspend the Statute of 
Limitation as to permit him to come into Court and maintain an 
action against Stephen Codman, executor on the estate of John 
Codman, late of Boston, who died in May, 1803, and adminis- 
trator on the estate of Richard Codman, late of Boston, who 
died in January, 1806, ask leave to report a statement of facts in 
as brief and lucid a manner as possible, thereby giving the House 
at one view all the information your Committee have been able 
to obtain on the subject, to enable the members to judge of the 
expediency of adopting any measure in relation thereto, with 
greater wisdom than your Committee. 

First. — Said Vans produced two obligations signed by Richard 
Codman, dated at Paris, in the kingdom of France, in the year 
1800 ; one for 8,415 francs rents per year, equal to 168,300 francs 
principal — ^the other for 100,000 francs, which sums at five per 
cent, the rate of interest on said obligations, amount to near 
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1SO,000 dollars. 2d. Vans also prodaeed a document in Frenehi 
which your Committee tbfwt understand^ but which, from the eer- 
tijicatt of those acquainted with the language^* is said to be a judg* 
ment rendered in France in the jear A. D. 1804, condemning Rich* 
ard and John Codman, as copartners, I0 pay said Vmu 45,515 hvres 
rents per year, of which there is no evidence that said judgment was 
ever paid, except 500 dollars, for which said Vans acknowledged 
that he gave a receipt and agreed not to trouble the said Stephen 
Codman any further. 

Your Committee ftirther find, that John Codman did by a wri- 
ting, by him signed John and Richard Codman, virtually ac- 
knowledge himself to be a copartner with Richard Codman.t 
Said Vans says that he resided and lived in France, at the time of 
taking said obligations, and did continue there until the year 1809, 
when he came to America, and found that his claim was barred 
by the Statute of Limitation, (as informed by his attorney.) Said 
Vans did commence an action vs, said Codman, as executor and 
administrator on said estates, at Cambridge, in Middlesex county, 
at the December term, 1829 — and that said Codman, in his said 
capacity, did plead the statute of limitation, and the said Vans 
thereby suffered himself to become non-suit. Wherefore your 
Committee ask the decision of the House, whether they shall be 
discharged, or directed to make further report. 

B. C. PERKINS, Chairman. 

House of Reps,^ /V6. 15, 1881. Committee discharged. 

P. W. WARREN, Ckrh 

The above are true copies from the Journal and files of the 
House of Reps., for the year 1830 — 1831 ; — and I hereby certify 
that it does not appear therefrom, that any order of notice passed 
on the said petition of Wm. Vans. 

Attest, L. S. CUSHING, 

Clerk of the House of Reps. 



No. 40». 

Report of a Special Committee of the House of Representatives^ 
June 15, 1631, made without notice or hearing of the adverse 
parties, 

[copy.] 

The Select Committee of the House to whom was committed the 
petition of William Vans, have duly considered the same, and 
ask leave respectfully to Report — 
That they are fully satisfied of the validity of the claims which 

the said Vans has set up against the estate of John Codman, de- 

* The certificate here referred to it the certificate of Menn. Peabody/Blake 
^ Davis, respecting which see evidence, Nos. 341 and 343. 

f The writing here referred to is the same printed at No. 374, — dated at a 
time when the existence of the copartnership of J. db R. Codman is not dis- 
puted. 
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ceased, the details of which are too familiar to the House to re- 
quire to be here stated :* that the statute of limitation ought to be 
suspended in this particular case, for the purpose of enabling 
said Vans to prosecute said claims in the Judicial Courts against 
the executor on the estate of said John Codman. 

Per order, ICH. EMMONS, 

Chairnum^ 
House of Reps.f June 15. 1831. The above report was accept- 
ed ; — but said vote was subsequentlj reconsidered, and on motion 
of Mr. Bajlies of Taunton, it was ordered that the subject thereof 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The above are true copies from the Journal and files of the 
House of Representatives for the year 1831 ; — and I hereby cer- 
tify that it does not appeat therefrom, that any order of- notice 
passed on the said petition of William Vans. 

Attest, L. S. GUSHING, 

Clerk of the House of Reps. 

NTo. 410. 

Certificaie respecting the report of a Special Conunittee of the 
House, made in the year 1832, without notice or hearing of the 
adverse partiesA 

1 hereby certify, that it does not appear, from the Journal of 
the House of Representatives, for the year J 832, that any order 
of notice passed on the petition of William Vans, which was 
that year presented to the House and referred, and upon which a 
bill to empower said Vans to prosecute his claims against the ex- 
ecutor of John Codman deceased, was passed to be engrossed, 
and sent up to the Senate for concurrence. 

Attest, L. S. GUSHING, 

Clerk of the House of R^s. 

nro. 411. 

Report of the Committee of the Judiciary in the Senate made March 

5,1832. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In Sbnate, March 5, 1832. 
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
entitled " An Act to empower William Vans to prosecute his 
claims against the executor of John Codman, deceased ;*' and 

* This familiarity of the House with the details of the case was derived 
wholly from the falsehoods and fabrications in Mr. Vans' tncn pamphleUf indus- 
triously circulated among the Representatives jear after year, with no counter 
statement on the part of the heirs of John Codman. 

t This Committer simply reported a Bill which is recited in the Report next 
below. The bill passed in the House of Representatives, against the protest 
of a large number of members entered on the Record. A memorial was then 
presented in the Senate by the £xecutor of John Codman, praying that it 
might not pass there until opportunity had been given him to produce evidence. 
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also, the Memorial of Stephen Godman, Executor of the last 
will and testament of said John Codman, praying, that the 
said bill maj not be passed until an opportunity is given the 
Memorialist to produce evidence in regard to the petition of 
said William Vans, respectfully submit the following 

REPORT. 

This bill provides, " that William Vans of Boston, in the coun- 
ty of Suffolk, be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered to 
prosecute his claims in the Judicial Courts, against the executor 
and the estate of John Codman, late of Boston, deceased, as fully, 
as if the acts limiting the time within which suits may be prosecu- 
ted against executors and administrators never existed, and the 
said acts arc hereby suspended for this purpose, any laws, decis- 
ions, precedents, customs or usages to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing.'* The object of the act is to suspend* for the benefit of an 
individual, one of the existing general laws of the Commonwealth. 
This, in the opinion of the committee, is a violation of the tenth 
article of the bill of rights, which declares, ** that each individual 
of the society has a right to be protected by it in the enjoyment of 
his life, liberty and property according to standing laws." 

It has been decided by the Supreme Judicial Court, in a case 
very similar to the one under consideration founded on a resolve 
for the suspension of the same statute, (Holden v. James, Admin- 
istrator, 1 1 Mass. Rep. 396,) that the Legislature have not author- 
ity under the Constitution^ to suspend the operation of a general law 
in favor of em individual. The committee are entirely satisfied of 
the justice and correctness of that decision, and with the reason- 
ing of the court upon which it is founded, and they cannot doubt, 
that the court, on a revision of the question, would come to the 
same result. Their decision is grounded on correct and well set- 
tled constitutional and legal principles. Since that case, the Le- 
gislature have not passed any act or resolve to suspend the opera- 
tion of a general law for the benefit of an individual. The twen- 
tieth article of the bill of rights respecting the power of suspend- 
ing the laws or the execution of the laws, in the opinion of the 
court authorizes only a general suspension of a law, and not for a 
particular case. They say, ** here the sovereign and absolute 
power resides in the people : and the Legislature can only exer- 
cise what is delegated to them according to the constitution. It 
is obvious, that the exercise of the power in question would be 
equally oppressive to the subject, and subversive of his right to 
protection, according to standing laws, whether exercised by one 
man, or by a number of men. ft cannot be supposed, that the 
people, when adopting this general principle from the English 
bill of rights, and inserting it in our constitution, intended to be- 
stow, by implication, on the General Court, one of the most odi- 
ous and oppressive prerogatives of the ancient kings of England. 
It is manifestly contrary to the first principles of civil liberty and 
natural justice, and to the spirit of our constitution and laws, that 
any one citizen should enjoy privileges and advantages, which 
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are denied to all otbepf under like Gircametances ; or that anj 
one should be subjected to Iosmb, damages, suits or actions, from 
which all others under like circumstances are exempted. There 
is no doubt, that the Legislature may suspend a law, or tiie exe- 
cution or operation of a law, whenever they shall diink it expe- 
dient. But in such case, the law thus suspended will ha?e no ef- 
fect or operation whatever, during the time for which it is so sus- 
pended." 

The Committee, therefore^ have not gone into an examination 
of the evidence^ because, if the facts stated in the petition of said 
Vans were true^ and, if he had an equitable claim against the 
representative of the late John Codman, the General Court doea 
not possess the Constitutional power to authorize him to sustain 
a suit on a demand, long since beu-red bj the statute of limita- 
tions against executors and administrators. Thej can see no 
reason whj this statute should be suspended, which might hot be 
applied to any general law of the Commonwealth, whenever it 
could be made to appear that a petitioner had lost his legal rem- 
edy by mistake or aecident ; and it is manifest, that this would 
produce great uncertainty, inequality, and injustice in the admin- 
istration of th^ laws, would greatly weaken their force, and im- 
pair the first article of the Bill of Kights, and other constitution- 
al provisions. The citizens of this Commonwealth would not 
live under the government of equa}, standing laws, of universal 
obligation. If the Legislature have the power to suspend the 
statute of limitations in favor of one individual, they may shorten 
the time of limitation under other circumstances, and may sus- 
pend the operation of any general law, whether statute or com- 
mon law, either in favor of, or against an individual, at their dis- 
cretion. 

The Committee have been less inclined to hear the parties, 
and enquire into the evidence in this case, as requested by the rep' 
resentative of said John Codman, because they fi^d, that the sub- 
ject of the petition was submitted to the consideration of a joint 
committee of the Legislature, who fully heard the parties, and 
considered all their evidence and arguments, and unanimously 
reported, that said Vans had no legal or equitable claim against 
the estate of said John Codman, which report was accepted by 
both Houses, in February, 1813* — ^the same session in which tlie 
resolve was passed, to suspend the .operation of the statutes of 
Limitation, referred to in the case of Holden v. James, adminis- 
trator. Although this decision is not conclusive on subsequent 
Legislatures, it should have great influence in the case of a pri- 
vate claim of this nature. It is not to be supposed that after a 
lapse of nineteen years, a committee can enquire into the truth 
of facts, under circumstances so favorable to a correct result. 

For the reusons aforesaid, the committee are of opinion that 
the hill ought not to pass. Ail which is respectfully submitted by 

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, Chairmttn. 

* See this Report, No. 401 . 
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IVo. 41». 

* 

Report of a Special Committee of the House of Representatives^ made 
21 March J 1833, after a hearing of bothpartiesj and full exami' 
nation of the evidence, of which ah abstract is reported, 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS- 

House of Representatites, March 21 , 1833. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of William 
Vans, praying that the Law, limiting the time within which 
Suits can now be brought against Executors and Administra- 
tors, may be suspended for his benefit, have attended to the 
service assigned them, and after a very long and laborious 
examination of evidence, and an attentive hearing of counsel 
for the Petitioner and for the Respondent, now present to the 
House, the following Report : 

In the year 179], John Codman (deceased) was a merchant in 
Boston, of large property and extensive businese* In May of 
that year, he took his younger brother, Richard Codman, then 
without property, into copartnership with him, under the firm of 
John and Richard Codman. The Respondent denied that there 
were any written articles of copartnership— and the Committee 
have found no evidence that^ any such ever existed, or that there 
was any agreement between the copartners, limiting the duration 
of the connection. The formation of it was announced to the 
correspondents of John Codman, by a printed circular, in which 
nothing was said of its terms or continuance. It appeared from 
the books and accounts of the firm, which were before the Com- 
mittee, that Richard Codman was, from time to time, credited 
and charged with one third of the profit and loss of the concern. 

In 1794, Richard Codman went to France, and resided at Paris 
until 1802. The copartnership, however, still continued,* and 
Richard C. transacted, in France, such business as arose there 
out of the voyages which originated in America. 

It was insisted by the Petitioner, that there was a house estab- 
lished in France, by J. &. R. Codman, under the firm of Richard 
Codman. This was denied by the Respondent, who contended, 
that Richard C. acted abroad as the agent of J. &> R. Codman. 
The Committee found no evidence of a separate establishment in 
France, under the name of Richard Codman, in which John Cod- 
man had any interest — ^but it appeared that Richard C. transacted 
the business of the Boston house in France, sometimes in the 
name of J. &> R. Codman, and sometimes in his own name. On 
this point, it was proved that he wrote from Havre, orders to the 
master of the Thetis, a ship belonging to the firm, signed J. &> R. 
Codman; and afterwards wrote further instructions respecting 
the same voyage, and gave the master a credit on London, in his 

* That is, aAer Richard Codman went to France. The Committee do not 
mean that it continued tiU 1808. See their conclusions in the latter part of 
the Report. 
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own name. The bills, thus drawn by him, being protested, Afr* 
Church, the American Consul at Lisbon, ad?anced the amount, 
on receiving information from the master that the cargo was on 
account of J. &, R. Codman, though purchased on the order of 
Richard Codman alone. This advance was afterwards sanctioned 
by John Codman, and the amount repaid by Richard C. by new 
bill» drawn in his own name, and niade chargeable to J. d& R. 
Codman. It appeared also, that on another occasion, Richard 
C, in Paris, drew a bill on London, signed J. & R. Codman — 
and it was testified by Mr. Melville, (a member of this House,) 
that it was generally understood in Paris, that Richard C. was a 
partner with John C. All these things, however, though much 
insisted on by the Petitioner, seemed to the Committee to be of 
little importance, because they took place before May, 179S, up 
to which time it was admitted by the Respondent that J. d& R. 
Codman were copartners, and that the acts of Richard in France, 
done in the course of partnership business, were binding on 
John. 

In May, 1796, the house of John d& Richard Codman appears 
to have been indebted to Messrs. Baring, their bankers in London, 
in the sum of more than forty-nine thousand pounds sterling. 
This debt had accumulated chiefly by bills drawn on those bank- 
ers to pay for cargoes to be sent to America. The proceeds of 
the outward cargoes, which should have gone to replace those 
funds, appear to have been kept back in a manner which caused 
John C. to make many complaints to his brother Richard. At 
the same time, the embarrassment of the political relations be- 
tween the United States and France excited great apprehension 
in the mind of John C. concerning the safety of the partnership 
in France. Assigning this latter reason to his brother Richard, 
and to their correspondents, John Codman published in the Co- 
lumbian Centine] of the 16th of May, 1798, and in the Commer- 
cial Gazette of the 2d of May, 1798, a notice of the dissolution of 
the copartnership, signed by himself, and in the usual form. He 
also wrote letters to his foreign correspondents, announcing the 
fact, as he had occasion to address them, and received answers, 
(several of which were exhibited to the Committee) acknowledg- 
ing the notice. It appeared by a letter from Messrs. Hombergs 
of Havre, (who were stated to have been the only commercial 
correspondents of the house, in France) that they were advised 
of the dissolution in due time. And a letter from R. Codman to 
J. Codman was produced before the Committee, of which the last 
leaf only remained, in which, after speaking of various matters of 
business, he said — ** I observe you have dissolved our partnership. 
I think the step, in the present situation of affairs, prudent,'^ — and 
then proceeded immediately to other remarks concerning the 
price of merchandize, &.c. It did not appear at what time this 
was written or received ; but two letters were produced from 
John to Richard, giving him notice of the dissolution of the part- 
nership—one of the 1st and one of the 2d of June, 1798 — ^in the 
first of which, reference is made to a still earlier letter announc- 
ing the same fact. 
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Immediately on the announcing of the dissolution, John C 
ceased to use the name of the firm, and transacted all business in 
his own name — making corresponding changes in his bank ac- 
count, books of account, letters, and receipts. The Committee see 
no reason to doubt but that the dissolution was perfectly well 
known in Boston. Joseph N. Howe, a ropemaker, testified that 
he furnished cordage to John C. seyeral years after 1798, and was 
often at his store, and knew nothing of the dissolution, but con- 
tinued to deal with John G. or J. &, R. C. to 1803, and he belie?- 
ed to 1806 ; but he had not examined his books or papers, to fix 
dates in his mind, and eyidently had no accurate recollection of 
them ; and it did not appear from the books of J. d& R. Codman, 
or the books of John Codman, that Mr. Howe had any dealings 
with either, after 1797. James Dalton, who was John C.'s clerk 
from 1801 to May, 1803, (when John C. died,) testified that no 
business was done, nor bills paid, in the name of J. &, R. Cod- 
man ; and that Mr. Howe had no dealings at the store after he 
went there. Mr. Dalton also testified, that he never heard of the 
Petitioner until after John C.*s death. 

In 1798, the Petitioner, who was then in Paris, and who ap- 
pears, by the correspondence laid before the Committee, to ha?e 
been on terms of intimacy with Richard Codman, proposed to 
him a speculation on their joint account, in tobacco, to be pur- 
chased by the Petitioner, in the United States, hy bills on Caspar 
Yoght of Hamburg, on the credit of R. Codman, and to be ship- 
ped to France : and as a further security for funds, the Petitioner 
Eroposed, in a memorandum of the projected transaction, under 
is own hand, and produced by the Respondent, that he (the Pe- 
titioner) should have liberty to draw on John Codman of Boston, 
for four thousand pounds, if he could not negotiate his bills on 
Hamburgh. 

In January, 1799, the Petitioner left Paris for the United 
States, by the way of Holland, with the following letters from 
Richard Codman, viz : a letter of credit authorizing him to draw 
on Caspar Vog|it for £4,000, and a further letter authorizing him 
in case of need, to draw on John Codman for $20,000, on giving 
up to him the letter of credit on Yoght — also a letter to John 
Codman, explaining the transaction, and directing him to draw 
on Yoght to reimburse himself for any bills he might accept for 
the Petitioner — also, letters of introduction to Richard C.'s cor- 
respondents in the southern cities of the United States. 

In the memorandum above named, this adventure was stated 
to be one half for account of R. Codman ; and it was not con- 
tended, before the Committee, that John Codman had any inte- 
rest in it. 

The Petitioner, while at Hague, on his way to the United 
States, proposed by letter to Richard C. a purchase of gin, to be 
paid for by bills on John Codman. He also, in Hamburgh, 
drew a bill on Richard C. in favor of Caspar Yoght, of which he 
gave notice to Richard C, by letter dated April 5, 1799. 

The Petitioner arrived in the United States in the summer of 
1799, and had a communication with John Codman, respecting 

50 
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the proposed adventure. John C. refused the credit given on 
him bj Richard C, and advised the Petitioner to abandon the 
enterprize. The Petitioner gave up to John C. all his letters of 
credit, and John €. agreed to endorse his bill on Voght for a hun- 
dred pounds, to meet his expenses and enable him to return to 
France. This bill was accordingly drawn on Voght, (of Ham- 
burgh,) payable in London, and chargeable to Richard C., indors- 
ed by John €., and bj a memorandum on the back thereof, the 
Messrs. Barings were requested by John C. in case of need, to 
take up the bill for the honor of the indorser, and to forward it 
with protest to Richard C. This bill was afterwards protested* 
and charged by Richard C, in account with the Petitioner. 

The Petitioner remained in the United States fourteen months, 
and returned to France in the summer of 1800. A correspond- 
ence immediately began at Paris between him and Richard C, 
respecting certain inscriptions^ or certificates of stock in the 
French funds, which it appears diat the Petitioner had lent to 
Richard C, on his leaving France for the United States, as above 
mentioned. At the same time, two houses belonging to the Peti- 
tioner, had been put into Richard C.'s hands to be sold, and as 
security for the bills, the Petixioner might draw on Richard C.'s 
letters of credit. The proceeds of these houses, Richard C. af- 
terwards, at the Petitioner's request, undertook to invest in the 
French funds, but neglected so to do. The certificates of stock 
were— one, for 8,415, the other for 5,000 livres yearly rentes — 
these sums expressing, not the principal, but the interest payable 
yearly. After some altercation between the parties, Richard C. 
gave to the Petitioner two promissory notes or engagements, one 
in French and one in English, of which the following are a trans- 
lation and a copy. 

" 100,000 Capital, I 
or 5,000 rente provisoire. ) 

" For value received in silver money, I promise to deliver to 
William Vans, or to his order, in three months from this date, an 
inscription commonly called rente pravisaire of the public debt of 
France, of one hundred thousand francs capital, or 5,000 rentes 
per annum : it being well understood that it is an inscription rente 
provisoire, and not money, let the price of said rent at the time 
of delivery be more or less. 

Paris, thirteenth Vendemiaire, year nine, (4th October, 1800.) 
(Signed) RICHARD CODMAN." 

«• 8,415 \ " Borrowed and received of William Vans, an in- 

168,000 > scription tiers consolide of the public debt of 

capital. ; France, of the sum of eight thousand four hundred 
and nfteen francs rente per annum, which inscription standing in 
the name of Madame Vans, and which has been transferred to 
another for my account, I promise to return to William Vans, or 
to his order, the same inscription of 8,415 rentes tier consolid6, 
in one month from this date, with the rentes then due. 

Paris, 8 Vendemiaire, year 9, (30 Sept. 1800.) 

RICHARD CODMAN." 
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These notes appear to have been given on the dajs of their 
respective dates, and the contrary was not suggested bj either 
party before the Committee. 

Payment of these notes was demanded bj the petitioner imme- 
diately on their becoming due, and much correspondence ensued 
between him and Richard C. Nothing appears in this corres- 
pondence to warrant the belief that the petitioner considered 
John as having any concern in the transaction. The debt is 
spoken of, throughout, as the debt of Richard Godman. 

In October, 1^90, John Codman arrived in France. The ob- 
ject of his visit seems to have been to settle his partnership 
accounts with Richard C, who had retained large amounts of 
the common property, and had failed to make the expected re- 
mittances to meet the debt due to Messrs. Baring, — ^and had also 
written few and unsatisfactory letters to John G. Afler John 
C.'s arrival in Paris, much correspondence and negotiation pass- 
ed between the Petitioner and Richard C. respecting these debts, 
and John C. also endeavored, on behalf of Richard G., to effect 
a settlement of them with the Petitioner. A great number of 
letters were produced on both sides, but the Committee do not 
deem it necessary to report them in detail. Several offers of 
compromise were made and rejected between the Petitioner and 
Richard C, — and John C, in a letter dated Paris, 31st January, 
1801, enclosed to the Petitioner a statement of a compromise to 
which he should recommend to Richard C. to agree (though he 
had not consulted him on the subject,) and recommended to the 
Petitioner, for the credit of both, (the Petitioner and Richard 
C.,) to terminate their disputes. This letter, and an alleged 
answer to it from the Petitioner, dated Pluviose, but without any 
day of the month, were much relied on by the Petitioner, as 
tending to show that John C. was liable with Richard C. on 
the notes. The Respondent denied that the alleged answer was 
ever sent to John C, but contended that it was a fabrication. 
The supposed answer acknowledged the receipt of John C.'s 
letter of 31st January, and of the statement enclosed, and pro- 
ceeded to state that the phraseology of the letter proved John 
C.'s interest, and that he (the Petitioner) could prove them (J. 
and R. Codman) copartners. This answer was a copy written 
on a loose half sheet of foreign paper, and there was no proof 
that the original was ever received by, or sent to John G. The 
Respondent produced an original answer from the Petitioner, to 
the same letter of January 31st, dated the following day, also 
acknowledging the receipt of the letter, and of the statement 
enclosed, but in nothing else corresponding at all with the alleg- 
ed copy produced by the Petitioner. On 3ie contrary, the origi- 
nal answer reproaches John C. for persisting in his demand on 
Richard C, to the injury of his (Richard's^ creditors, and does 
not intimate that the Petitioner had any claim on John C, or 
that the matter of the inscriptions was a partnership transaction. 
No answer from John C. to the letter, of which the paper exhib- 
ited by the Petitioner was alleged to be a copy, was produced by 
him ; but he produced, as an answer to it, a letter from Richard 
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C, appearing to be dated 17 Pluviose, (Februarj 5th,) sajing 
that he could not accept the offer made bj the Petitioner, and 
referring to a sum of 60,000 francs, mentioned in a letter from 
the Petitioner of thai elate. The Respondent, after the argument 
of the Petitioner's counsel was closed, offered to exhibit another 
letter from the Petitioner to John C, (mentioning the same sum 
of 60,000 francs) as that to which the letter of Richard C. was 
an answer; but the Committee declined receiving it, in that 
stage of the hearing, as thej did not find there was in the case 
any satisfactory ground to believe that the alleged letter of the 
Petitioner was ever sent to John Codman. No other evidence 
was given to the Committee of any claim made on John C* or 
on the partnership, by the Petitioner, while John C. was in 
France. It was admitted, however, by the Respondent, that 
some time after John C.'s return to the tfnited States, the Peti- 
tioner made a claim on him by a letter to a Mr. Derby. But it 
appeared by the correspondence, that Richard C, when John C. 
was in Paris, was regarded by the Petitioner, and by himself, as 
insolvent, and during that period, the Petitioner offered, in one 
letter, to receive of Richard C, in full discharge, property which 
he (the Petitioner) stated to be not more than four shillings in 
the pound of the amount of his demand — and on R. C.'s giving 
notes for the balance, payable at a distant day, — and in other 
letters, to receive a part in hand, and to give a long credit for 
the balance, on the above mentioned notes of Richard C. He 
also, in several letters, declared his willingness to receive " his 
proportion of R. Codman's active property," and take his notes 
for the balance. At this time, there was no question about the 
solvency and wealth of John C. 

On the 1st of January, 1801, John C. settled, at Paris, his 
brother Richard's account with the copartnership, some of the 
items of which, it was admitted by the Respondent, were put 
down in round numbers, as they had not been exactly ascertcdn- 
ed. It resulted in a balance of $48,328*57 ; for which, Richard 
C. gave his note of that date, and relinquished all claim to the 
partnership property, — John C. undertaking to pay the balance 
due to Messrs. Baring. As Richard C. had put in no part of the 
partnership stock, the balance due from him to the firm was, in 
effect, wholly due to John C, subject to be corrected by credits 
of his share of the profits of the outstanding business. This 
account so settled, and the note, were produced by the Respon« 
dent. 

While the negotiation with the Petitioner, as above mention- 
ed, was going on, viz. on the 31 st of January and 6th February, 
1801, John C. took from Richard C. two other notes, represent- 
ing the balance aforesaid; one for 110,000 francs, and one for 
149,300 francs, and received mortgages to secure them on Rich- 
ard C.'s real estate in France ; and the Petitioner, and certain 
assignees of part of his demands, sued Richard C. on his two 
notes, (above mentioned) for the delivery of inscriptions, and 
for the proceeds of the two houses sold by Richard C. After 
some delay, the Petitioner, and his divorced wife^ and bis said 
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assignees, recovered three judgments against Richard C. in June 
and Julj, 1802, which were liquidated, one at 90,000, one at 
30,000, and ooe at 50,000 francs. 

John G. left France for the United States, bj way of London, 
in February, 180L 

The Petitioner, in support of his petition, produced the two 
aforesaid notes of R. Codman, and read certain letters, making 
part of the correspondence above named. He also produced 
the affidavit of James Swan, and his former partner, M. Dal- 
lard, and of Nathaniel Cutting, that they had no knowledge in 
France of the dissolution of the house of J. 6l R. Codman. 
Mr. Melville also testified to the same point. Mr. Swan's af- 
fidavit stated that his former house had known J. &, R. Cod- 
man as a house established at Boston, and had dealings with 
them in 1792 and 1793— that in 1794, he (Swan) had paid 
money to R. Codman for account of J. & R. Codman, and 
took Richard Codman*s receipt on account of his brother John 
— that in 1796 he had business with J. 6l R. Codman at Boston. 
M. Dallard stated that he had an open account with R. Cod- 
man, at Paris, and supposed J. d& R. to be partners, and knew 
of no dissolution. Mr. Cutting stated, that he had no business 
with J. 6l R. C, but was in France from 1795 to 1801, and 
that J. & R. C. were reputed to be partners. He supposed 
R. CS speculations in land were for account of the house, 
because J. C. came to France and took possession of R. C.'s 
real estates — that R. C. speculated in inscriptions — that he 
knew of no dissolution of the house. All these were ex parte 
affidavits. 

Mr. Melville stated, that he was in France from 1795 to 1811, 
and had known the Petitioner and R. Codman there — had no 
other business with J. & R. C. than that of buying (some time 
before 1798) of R. C. a bill of exchange drawn by him on 
London in the name of J. d& R. Codman — that John C. was 
generally reputed to be a partner with Richard C. — that John 
C. while in Paris proposed to him to make certain advances 
on the estates of Richard C, and stated to him (Melville) that 
he had made to the Petitioner offers of settlement with him on 
behalf of Richard C. — ^that the business, done by R. C. in Paris, 
was generally done in his own name — that he had no knowl- 
edge of any notice of dissolution in France — that speculation 
in the French funds and lands was carried on chiefly by for- 
eigners, Americans and others, they having greater advanta- 
ges, &c. 

The Petitioner also produced an affidavit, in his own hand- 
writing, signed William Hall, and sworn to before Benjamin 
Parsons, Esq., in which Hall stated, that he was the wharf- 
inger of John C, and that after his (J. C.'s) return from France, 
he expressed great anxiety lest he should be implicated as co- 
partner in R. C.'s debts to the Petitioner, and feared that the 
notice of the dissolution was not sufficient to exonerate him, 
&c., and that J. C. spoke of the Petitioner as a man with whom 
he had done much business, and that he had always found him a 
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man of strict honor, &c. It did not appear to the Committeey 
from anj of the books and papers, that the Petitioner had ever 
had anj dealings with J. Codman, or the house of J. & R. Cod- 
man. An account in favor of that house against the owners of 
the ship Fame, for cordage, was produced, but no evidence was 
given that the Petitioner was interested in that ship, though it 
was alleged that she belonged to the former house of Freeman 
ic Vans. 

To discredit William Hall's affidavit, (which was taken in 
Boston, in June, 1825, and without notice to the adverse party,) 
the Respondent produced letters of John C. to Richard C, writ- 
ten from London before his return to the United States, in which 
he spoke with great contempt and harshness of the character 
and conduct of the Petitioner — and also a letter written bj the 
Petitioner to G. R. Codman, in 1825, with a postscript also writ- 
ten bj the Petitioner, but signed bj Hall, requiring C. R. Cod- 
man to produce J. Codman's books, &c. 

James Dalton testified that Hall had formerly been a reputa- 
ble man, and in the confidence of J. Codman, but had of late 
years depreciated and fallen into bad habits, and believed he had 
been in one of the public houses of charity or punishment. 

The Petitioner also produced a letter written to him by John 
Lowell, Esq., as the agent of the Respondent, dated at Paris in 
the year 1804, in which he stated that he had written to the ex- 
ecutor of J. Codman, (the Respondent) advising a liberal com- 
promise with the Petitioner, and had given him (the Respondent) 
a dark picture of the Petitioner's delays of justice, and saying 
that much was not to be expected from the property in France, 
after paying all expenses. Also a letter from Mr. Lowell to C. 
R. Codman, dated Boston, March 10, 1824, explaining his said 
letter to the Petitioner, and denying the construction given to it 
by the Petitioner, in his publications. 

A letter from R. Codman to the Petitioner was also produced, 
dated Sept. 1, 1800, in which, in answer to a complaint made by 
the Petitioner, that R. C. had not invested the proceeds of the 
houses in inscriptions, — he stated that having taken the houses 
as security against the Petitioner's drafts, he could not with pru- 
dence, considering his connection with his brother, put the money 
out of his hands. This was alleged by the Petitioner to refer to 
a secret continuance of the partnership — and by the Respondent, 
to refer to Richard C.'s obligations to John C. for the large 
amount due from him (R. C.) to the house, on its dissolution, and 
still unpaid. 

To prove that R. C.'s speculations in the French stocks were 
for account of the house, the Petitioner called John Skinner, 
who testified that the house of John Skinner & Sons had a claim 
on the house of J. & R. Codman, which arose from a loan of 
French stocks, made at Paris in 1795 or 1796, by Richard Skin- 
ner to Richard Codman, and that a security was taken for it in 
the name of J. & R. Codman, which was afterwards, viz. about 
1805, at R. C.'s request, given up, and one substituted in the 
name of R. Codman alone ; and that this last was paid in 1811, 
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by the Respondent. His (John Skinner's) impression was, that 
the change was made because it was wished that John Codman 
might not appear in the matter. All this the witness stated, as 
having heard it from his brother Richard S. Skinner ; never hav- 
ing himself seen either of the papers, nor had anj personal 
knowledge of the affair. A claim made on the assignee of the 
estate of R. Codman in 1803, (he having been declared a bank- 
rupt in that year, at Boston) was also produced, in the form of 
an account agcunst J. 6l R. Codman, and in favor of Jno. Skin- 
ner 6l Sons, for certain bills of exchange accepted by Richard 
C, and said to have arisen out of the same transaction. Nothing 
appeared to have been paid from the effects of Richard C. on 
account of this claim ; and it did not appear that any demand 
was ever made for it on the estate of John C, who died in May 
of the same year. But to show that the transaction was with 
Richard C. alone, and that no promise of J. d& R. C. had exist- 
ed, the Respondent produced the original account rendered in 
Paris by Richard Skinner against Richard Codman alone, and a 
power of attorney dated May 11, 1803, from Richard Skinner 
to William S. Skinner, to collect the demand of Richard Cod- 
man and of his assignee, and also a note for the same sum with 
interest, given by R. Codman to John Skinner & Sons, dated 
after his (R. C.'s) bankruptcy, viz. December 17, 1803, payable 
half in four and half in six years, on which payment was ac- 
knowledged by Wm. S. Skinner, as received of Stephen Codman, 
Administrator, January 12, 1811. And it appeared by a bond of 
indemnity also given to said S. Codman, Administrator of R. 
Codman, by John Skinner & Sons, that the debt was compro- 
mised by said Administrator, at fifty per cent. 

John Codman (as has been before mentioned) died in May, 
1803, and the Respondent was appointed his executor. Richard 
Codman died in May, 1806, and the Respondent was appointed 
administrator of his estate. 

The Petitioner relied for proof of his claim on the estate of 
John Codman, on the two notes of R. Codman, which have been 
herein before set forth, contending that on the evidence, John C. 
was liable on them as a partner with Richard C. But as his 
petition was wholly founded on an alleged judgment of a court in 
France against John and Richard C. as copartners, the Commit- 
tee required him to produce said judgment. A translation, and 
also the original exemplification of a judgment of the Court of 
Appeals at Paris, was then produced and read. 

As this statement of a French judgment against J. & R. Cod- 
man, has been made by the Petitioner in repeated petitions to 
the Legislature, as well as in numerous publications, the Com- 
mittee have most carefully examined the document, and deem it 
to be their duty to state the substance of it with exactness. 
The record is very long and minute, containing the statement 
of facts, the pleadings of counsel, and the reasons, as well as 
the decisions of the two courts before which the cause was 
tried. It is, however, merely a judgment rendered in favor of 
the Petitioner and certain persons to whom he made assignments. 
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and against John Codman, in a suit in which the Petitioner and 
his assiirnees, on the one side, bj attachments founded on the 
before mentioned judgments against Richard Codman and John 
Codman on the other side, by virtue of the above named mortga- 
ges made to him by Richard Codman, claimed against each 
other certain real estates of said Richard Codman. No question 
arose in the suit respecting anj debt or liability of John C. to the 
Petitioner. On the contrary, it was founded and proceeded en- 
tirely on the ground that John Codman and the Petitioner were 
each creditors of Richard C, and contending with each other 
for his property. The judgment of the lower court against John 
C. is simply that his demand shall be stricken from the list of 
claims on Richard C.'s property — and on the appeal, that the 
former decision is affirmed with costs of suit, and the ordinary 
fine of sixty francs against John Codman, for a groundless ap- 
peal. 

The record begins by stating that J. & R. Codman were part- 
ners in a house established at Boston, which continued until 
May, 1793, when notice of dissolution was published there by 
John C. That Richard C. in 1794, removed to Paris, and there 
established a private banking house. It then proceeds to state 
the arrangements between Richard C. and the Petitioner, as 
above named, viz : the projected speculation in tobacco, the loan 
of stock, and the sale of the two houses, the giving of the two 
notes, the arrival of John C. in Paris, the note and mortgages 
given to him by Richard C, the suits and judgments of the Peti- 
tioner and his divorced wife and assignees against Richard C, 
and the attachments made on Richard C.'s estates by virtue of 
those judgments, and that a controversy then arose between John 
Codman and the said judgment creditors as to the validity of the 
mortgages made to John C. — that on the 15th June, 1803, an 
interlocutory judgment was rendered, calling on John C. to pro- 
duce, within thirty davs, the account between him and Richard 
C, out of which his (j. C.'s) demand arose. Said account not 
having been produced, the court proceeded to render judgment 
Against the claim of John Codman, as being without any valua- 
ble consideration, and fraudulent, as against the creditors of 
Richard Codman. 

It will be observed that John Codman had died at Boston, in 
May, 1803, before the interlocutory order was made for the pro- 
duction of the account. 

The record goes on to state that on the 10th Dec. 1803, an ap- 
peal was taken to the court of appeals at Paris. (It does not ap- 
pear by whose order or direction this appeal was taken — ^the Re- 
spondent denying any participation or interference in it— one 
Babut, who had been employed in the life time of John C, ap- 
pears to have continued to act as agent.) The arguments of 
counsel are inserted at great length, and the court, adopting the 
reasons of the lower court, dismissed the appeal, and ordered the 
judgment to be affirmed and executed— Ksondemned John Cod- 
man to the ordinary fine of sixty francs, and ordered him to pay 
costs to all the other parties. 
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It will be perceived by this statement, that the allegation con- 
tained in the Petition referred to the Committee, that the Peti- 
tioner has a judgment of a French coiirt against J. Codman, or 
against John and Richard Codnoan, fbr any debt due to him, is 
utterly unfounded. 

It was not denied by the Respondent that the Petitioner once 
had large demands and judgments against Richard C. alone, be- 
fore his bankruptcy — ^but it was suggested that large amounts of 
property had been realized (m them by the Petitioner in France. 
The Committee did not deem it^ necessary to inquire into that 
matter, as it is not comprehended in the Petition. 

It was alleged by the Respondent, that the date of R. Cod- 
man's note of the 8 Yendemiaire, year 9, had been fraudulently 
altered, so as to carry it back two years. To show this he pro- 
duced a copy of one of the notes, and a translaticm of the other, 
in the Petitioner's handwritiiig, enclosed in a letter to Rufiis G. 
Amory, Esq., dated October 27, 1809*-^and the explanatory 
words, " or Septen^ber, 1797," are added. The other note is truly 
. translated, as dated in the year 9, adding the words, " say Sept. 
1800." According to the French calendar, the 8 Yendemiaire, 
year 7, would be Sept. 29th, 1798, and not 1797, as explained in 
the Petitioner's cppy. Sept. 1797 would be before, and Sept. 
1798 after the date of the dissolution of the house of J. and K. 
Codman. On recurring to the original of that note, the date of 
the day of the month and of the year are in figures, and the fig- 
ure representing the year has manifestly been scratched and blot- 
ted ; and the date'of the year, in the certificate of the stamp duty 
written on the margin, has been taken out with a sharp instru- 
ment. 

Henry Codman te^fied that he attended the hearing on the 
Petitioner's petition before the Legislature, in the winter of 181 1- 
12 — that the original note for 8,415 francs rente was then claim- 
ed by the Petitioner, apd supposed to be dated in the year seven, 
and that there was no blot on the figure— ^that in a subsequent 
hearing in January 1814, he found it was dated in the year nine, 
and that the figure had been written over or erased, but there was 
then no blot upon it — ^that the Petitioner was then charged* with 
having altered the date, and an angry discussion ensued — that 
the blot, which now appears on the figure representing the year, 
has been made since that time. The blot now entirely defaces 
the figure, and a hole has been worn through the paper. 

The CammUtee are satisfied that this date has been intentumaUy 
altered and drfaeed^ and that the date of the stamp has been tnten^ 
tionaUy cut out. ' 

The date of the dny uud year, in the other note, is not in fig^ 
ures, but written at length iu words, and appears unidtered. The 
certificate of stamp is also printed in the latter, but in that of the 
former it is in manuscript. 

* A line was here accidentally omitted. It #as as follows : " The first of 
these notes is tiuly copied, with the exception of the date, which is written 8 
Vendeuiiaire, An. 7." 

51 
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The Respondent clcdmed the benefit of protection bj the Stat- 
ute of Limitations respecting Executors and Administrators, and 
required that the Petitioner should show whj he had not made his 
clfium within the limited time. To this the Petitioner answered, 
that he had been detained in France bj the legal proceedings 
above mentioned — but he offered no evidence of anj thing, done 
on the part of the heirs or representatives of John Godman, to 
prevent his making his claim in season ^n the Executor (the Re- 
spondenft), except the prosecution of the appeal after John C/s 
decease. It appeared, however, bj certificates of the fact, pro- 
duced by the Petitioner to the French tribunal, that he knew of 
the death of John Godman, in December 1804. 

The Respondent also produced a release, given, bj the Peti- 
tioner, of all demands on the estate of John Godman and Rich- 
ard Godman, dated I4th of April, 1818, for the consideration of 
6^ve hundred dollars, paid by the widow of John Godman, and of 
one dollar paid by the Respondent, executor of the will of John 
G., and admipistrator of the fstate of Richard G., particularly 
specifying the claim now set up by the Petitioner. The deposi- 
tion of Rufus 6. Amory, Esq. was also produced, stating that the 
release was fairly obtained, and voluntarily given by the Petition- 
er. No evidence was offered by the Petitioner that the release 
was given under any circumstances which would invalidate it. 

The Gommittee have thus staged wbat seems to them to be all 
the material evidence adduced by both parties ; though much has 
been omitted, which they deemed entirely immaterial. The hear- 
ing was exceedingly protracted, and the cause argued at large by 
counsel on both sides. 

After the hearing had been commenced, the Petitioner, under 
the Order of the House empowering the Gommittee to send for 
persons and papers, procured- an order on the Respondent to 
produce the books of account, letter books, and bill-book, kept by 
J. 6l R. Godman, and by John Godman, from the beginning of 
the copartnership to the death of J. Godman — also the corres- 
pondence of the Respondent with Babut« the agent in France^ — 
These and many other books and papers of J. 6l R. G. and of J. 
G« were produced and referred to,, and offered to the inspection 
and examination of the Petitioner and his counsel, in the intervala 
between the sittings of the Gommittee. The books of account 
and letters, and bHl book, kept by Richard G. in France, from 
the year 1794 to 1802, were also called for, and were not produc- 
ed. The Respondent, however, filed an affidavit, that no books 
kept by R. Godman in France, had ever come to his hands or 
knowledge, except two or three imperfect books of invoices and 
accounts— ^which he produced. No prck^f was ofiered that such 
books had or had not been kept, or bad been lost or destroyed. — 
Many papers of R. Godman — such as letters from the Petitioner, 
and from John Godman, were produced by the Respondent. No 
book or paper called for was withheld, which was shown to be in 
the Respondent's possession. 

Upon the whole matter, the Gommittee are clearly of opinion — 
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Ist. That the PeHtioner hoB no judgment whatever againsi John 
A* Richard Codman^ as he has set forth in his petition — and never 
'had any judgment for any debt against John Codmany but for costs 
of suit only. 

2d. That the transactions which took place in Dec. 179S, be- 
tween the Petitioner and Richard Codman, out of which arose 
•the two notes of 12tcAar(fCo«2niaii, produced by the Petitioner, 
were private transactions between them^ and not partnership deal- 
ings ; and that neither of the parties, in entering into them, made 
or intended to make any contract binding on the firm of John 
and Richard Codman. 

3d^ That the partnership between John and Richard Codman 
was sufficiently and bona fide dissolved in May, 1798, and that there 
is probable evidence that the Petitioner had knowledge of the dis* 
solution in December^ 1796, before he entrusted his property to 
Richard Codman ; and that he had certain means of knowing it, 
by his residence in the United States, before he accepted Richard 
CodauaCs notes for that property in September, 18U0 — and that 
his conduct and correspondence in Paris, while John Codman 
'Was there, are inconsistent with the supposition that he had or 
believed he had^ any just claim on the partnership. 

4th. That if the Petitioner had ever had any claim on the es- 
tate of John Codman, it has been fairly and sufficiently released. 

The Committee therefore distinctly declare their unanimous 
OPINION, that William Vqns, the Petitioner, has no claim, in law or 
JV6TICE, against the estate of John Codman, — and they recommend 
that he have leave to withdraw his petition.* 

JOSEPH LUCAS, 
JOS. BARRETT, 
THERON METCALF, 
NATH. HOUGHTON, 
THOMAS LORING. 

Report fif a Special Joint Committee Feb. 28, 1834, against the con- 
stitutionality of the act prayed for by Wm. Vans. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The Committee' to whom was referred the Petition of William 
'Vans, and the several Memorials accompanying it, after hearing 
M« said Vans by his Counsel,f have considered the same, and Re- 

* This Report was msde the subject of an elaborate attack, bjr David L.' Child, 
Esq., Counsel for William Vans, in a pamphlet of 120 paffes, written with con- 
siderable ability, great speciousness, and total disregard of truth. It was exten- 
sively circulated, and produced a strong impression. It was followed i{p by a 
new petition of Wm. Vans, grounded on the supposed errors of the last Com- 
nittee — and sup]>oried by numerous auxiliary petitions, obtained from differ- 
ent quarters, praying that the petition of Wm. Vans might be granted. The 
petition from Boston was said to contain 1200 signatures. Such was thfe efiect 
produced by the false and scandalous publications of Mr. Vans and his colleague, 
while their falsity remained unexposed. 

t This Committee declined going into an examination of evidence until they 
were first satisfied, that if an act were passed pursuant to the petition it' would 
be constitutional and valid. The point was argued by the Petitioner's counsel 
alone. The Respondent's counsel declined making a reply, but offered to 
show by evidence that the petitioner bad no ground of claim. 
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port : That, in the opinion of a majoritj of the Comniittee« the 
property of the said John Codman, deceased, has long since be- 
come absolutely vested in his heirs and legal representatives, b/ 
virtue of the laws of this Commonwealth ; and that the Legisla- 
ture has no constitutional power to pass any law or resolve, 
which can authorize the said Vans to take it from them, what- 
ever may have b^en his original claim against the deceased, and 
that the said Vans have leave to withdraw his said Petition. 

R, NEWTON, Per order. 

In Senate, March 3, 1834. 
Re-committed to the Committee who reported the same. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 

House of Representatives, March 4, 1834. 
The House non-concur in the re-commitment aforesaid. 

L. S. CUSHIN6, Clerk. 

In Senate, March 5, 1834. 
Re-committed to the Committee on the part of this Board, 
with instructions to report in detail their reasons for the Report 
they have made. 

Attest, CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 

No. 414. 

Furiher Report assigning the reasons of the majority of the same 

Committee** 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

That part of the Committee, on the Petition of William Vans, 
who on. the part of the Senate, was among the majority which 
made a Report on the 28th day of February last, in obedience to 
the requirement of the Senate, now give the following reasons for 
that Report. 

The Petitioner asks the Legislature to authorize him to prose- 
cute his claims against the administrator of Richard Codman, de» 
ceased, and against the executor and heirs of John Codman, de- 
censed, and to exempt him from the operation of the Statute of 
Limitations, by which those claims are barred. That part of the 
Stat, of 1791, chap. 28, the provisions of which, be asks to be re- 
lieved from, is in the following words :-^** That no executor or 
administrator hereafter appiointed, shall be held to answer to any 
suit that shall be commenced against him in that capacity, unless 
the same shall be commenced within the term of four years from 
the time of his accepting that trust." 

The question is, can the Legislature take this single claim out 
of the operation of this general statute ? 

One reason for coming to the conclusion to which the majority 
arrived, is, that the highest judicial tribunal of the Coromon- 

• There wag also a farther report from the minority astsigninf^ their reasons 
for the opinion, that the act prayed for would be constitutional. And there- 
upon the whole subject was referred to the next Legislature. 
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wealthy the legal interpreter of the Constitution, have twice de- 
cided the same question in the same manner. The first case, in 
which the question recei?ed a judicial decision, is that of Holden 
▼s. James, administrator, reported 1 1 Mass. Rep. 396. This case 
presented as strong an equity, as anj case could c^aim in the de- 
cision of a constitutional question, — it was an attempt to recover 
back monej which had been paid bj a surety, and is in its legal 
and constitutional principles exactly in point. The Legislature 
passed a resolve in favor of Ht^den, suspending the operation of 
the same statute which Vans now asks the Legislature to suspend 
for his benefit. The Court decided that the resolve was uncon- 
stitutional — that the Legislature could not suspend the operation 
of a general law in favor of or against an individual, and leave it in 
operation against all the other citizens of the Commonwealth. This 
case being within tlie reach of every member of the Senate, it 
cannot be necessary to detail the reasoning of the Court, in which 
the majority entirely concur. 

The second case, in which the same principles are involved 
and decided is that of Picquet, appellant, ^c, reported & Pick- 
ering's Rep. 65. Here the Court re-examine the case of Holden 
05. James^, administrator, and declare it to be settled upon correct 
principles, and sustained by sound reasoning. This case was de- 
cided in 1827. 

The Counsel of Mr. Vans, for the purpose of destroying or 
weakening the authority of these two cases, called the attention 
of the Committee to the practice of the Legislature, from the 
adoption of the Constitution, to about the time when the case of 
Holden vs. James was published, of granting new trials, and pass- 
ing some other resolves, sanctioning similar principles. The ma- 
jority could not view these acts of legislation, as having any ten- 
dency to weaken the force or obligation of the case of Holden vs, 
James, which appears to be the first instance in which the prin- 
ciples involved in all that class of cases, was brought under judi- 
cial investigation. It is not known to the majority, that any 
such resolves have passed the Legislature, since those cases were 
made public ; and it was presumed by them, that if any such had 
passed — more especially, if they had been sanctioned by our ju- 
dicial tribunals, the industry of the Petitioner's counsel would 
have brought them to our notice. This fact, therefore, furnishes 
a fair argument to prove, that so soon as this kind of legislation 
was made a subject of judicial inquiry, it was found to be incor- 
rect, and that the Legislature have acquiesced in the decision of 
the Court. It is a well known fi^ct, in the history of our legisla- 
tion, that formerly there was a Committee, denominated *' The 
Committee on New Trials," aad that soon after tlic publication of 
the case of Holden vs. James, the very name, taken in connec- 
tion with the power which it implied, was considered so great 
an absurdity, that the Committee was abolished, and the *' Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary,*' was substituted. 

The case of Picquet, in which the authority of the case of 
Holden vs, James, is fully recognized, having been recently de- 
cided; the majority felt themselves bound by those cases. And, 
they believe, that any attempt to evade them, by the Legislature, 
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woald only serve as a feeble effort on their part, to get ap a con- 
troversy between two independent branches of the Government, 
in which the Legislature must always be defeated. 

The Senate, in 1832, adopted the, principles of the above cases. 
The Petition of Mr. Vans, with a Bill, which had passed the 
House of Representatives, were committed to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, then composed of some of the best lavryers of the 
Commonwealth. They reported against the passage of the Bill, 
upon the principlejs of those cases, and the Senate accepted their 
report. 

Another principle, which the majority believe well sustains 
their report, is, that tiie resolve asked for in this case, would be 
^ an attempt to violate the obligation of a coentract. 

At the times when Stephen Codman accepted the offices of ad- 
ministrator 6n the estate of Richard Codman, and of executor of 
the will of John Codman, the laws of the ComtiKmwealth said to 
him, as they said to every other citizen, that if he would accept 
those offices, and administer them, according to the provisions of 
those law9, for the term of four years, he should, after that time, 
be discharged from all' obligations growing out 6f those relations, 
except that of paying over to the heirs or deviseesl, the balance of 
moikeys which might remain in his hands. He did accept those 
offices under those promises, and has performed all the required 
conditions. He now has a right to demand a fiiliilment of the 
promise on the part of the 6ovemment-<-at least, he has a right 
to demand, that they should not aid others to inffict upon him 
the injuries which they have engaged to* protect him from. 

The majority believe, that so far as relates to the property of 
John Codman, (and the same principle, perhaps, might apply to 
Richard, if he left any property,) the executor and heirs are 
shielded against the claims of Mr. Vans, by another higher prin- 
ciple. Under the operation of the lavvs of the Commenwealth, the 
right to the property of the deceased, had become absolutely and 
unconditionally vested in his heirs, at the expiration of four years 
from the time of granting letters testamentary. The executor was 
then bound, by the same laws, to pay and deliver it over to them, 
freed and discharged from all claims which he had or could i have 
upon it. If any sutts should afterwards be brought against him, as 
such executor, he was bound to protect them and their property 
against such siiits, by pleading the statute of limitations — and if 
he neglected so to plead, he must pay the claims from his own 
funds, without any remedy against them for a reimbursement. 
There was no mode, under the then existing laws, by which their 
rights could be affectedl Unless the possession of property, with- 
out the right of any other person to disturb thiat possession, con- 
stitutes a vested interest^ then there is none. 

It is believed, that no person will contend ibr a power in the 
Legislature to authorize an interference with the vested rights of 
individuals, except in the single case of taking individual proper- 
ty for public uses. And, in that case, the frnmers of the Consti- 
tutions, both of the United States; and of Massachusetts, took 
care that an act, which otherwise would have been one of the 
first attributes of tyranny, should not be sanctioned without com- 
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pen8ation« nor imleBs the necessities of the public created a claim 
paramount to that of thie individual. Indeed, so. sacred a regard 
to the vested rights of the citizen, is universally maintained, and 
so highly are they respected under all free Governments, that it 
was not thought necessary to provide in either of those Constitu- 
tions, for protecting them against the encroachment of the Legis- 
lature, except when the duties of the citizen required the sacri- 
fice to the public. And in settling this principle, it is of no con- 
sequence how . these rights were acquired. The man who has 
acquired an absolute title to his real estate, by forty years tres- 
pass upon and disseisin of the lawful owner, or he who has ac- 
quired a right to the use of water by tw^ty years wrongful ap«> 
propriation, against, the rights and to the injury of his neighbor 
on the same stream, or he who has acquired a right of way across 
his neighbor's land, by trespassing upon him for the same length 
of time, have as absolute and indefeasible rights, as if they had 
purchased and received conveyances of them, — and the laws and 
Constitution hold those rights as sacred in the one case as iii the 
other. The majority do not intend to intimate, by referring to 
these cases, that there has been any thing wrong on the part of 
the Messrs. Codman — they have made no inquiries on that sub- 
ject. . All which is respectfully submitted. 

R. NEWTON. 
No. 41S.. 
R^art of a Special Committee of the House^ of Representatives^ 
made April 7, 183*5, after a full hearing of the parties and 
examinqtUm of the evidence,^ 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

House of REPRESENTATiVBa, April 7th,. 1835. 
The Committee, to whom was referred the Petition of Willianl 
Vans, praying that the law, limiting the time within which 
suits can now be brought against Executors and Administra- 
tors, may be suspended for his benefit, have attended to the 
duty assigned them, and Report : 

That they have given an attentive and patient hearing to all 
the documents, and testimony offered by the Petitioner, and by 
the Respondent, including much matter which would not be con<4 
sidered legally admissible in evidence in any Court of Law or 
Equity. t 

* This Committee by way of notice to the Respondent caused the Petition, 
which was in effi^t an argument on the whole case, to be published in the 
newspapers. This led to a Protest on the part of the Respondent's Counsel, 
followed by several newspaper publications on each side — being the first at- 
tempt on the part of the heirs of John Codman to counteract through the 
press the effect produced by Mr. Vans publications, which had been circulated 
without answer for many years, 

t Mr. Vans in bis pamphlet of 1835 objects this against the Committer. He 
says, it appears by their own showing tliat they admitted illegal evidence. If 
they had not it would have been a very short inouirv on the Petitioner's side,' 
for he scarcely possesses a pitrticte of evidence whicn would be admisnUe in a 
Court of law. He literally would be unable^ with his present evidence to take 
the first ^fpjn making out a jnima facte ease against the Executor of John 
Codman. The Committee therefore/or his hen^ and tcitk the consent of the. 
Respondents threw open the door to the most liberal inquiry, and received 
everything which Mr. Vans offered , whether proved to be authentic or not. 
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That during the examination, roveral calls were made upon 
the Respondent bj^'the Petitioner, for various documents suppos- 
ed by him to be in possession of the Respondent ; that these docu- 
ments were promptly produced, and that every fadUty^ was givem 
hy the Respondent to the fuUest and most searching inquiry^ into 
every circumstance connected with the origin of Mr. Vans' al- 
leged claim upon him. 

That after a thorough investigation they have vnanimousfy ar- 
rived at the following conclusions: 

First. That the Report of a Committee of the House of 
Representatives, dated March twenty-first, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three, upon a former petition of said Vans, is not, as said 
Petitioner alleges, "incorrect, deficient, and inconsistent, in many 
most material points of his case — exceedingly erroneous, and do- 
ing, without any just cause, the utmost injury both to his claim 
and his character." On the other hand, your Committee find 
that said report contains a fair and substaniiaUy correct state- 
ment of the claim of said Vans^ ffnd oil the material facts in his 
easCf and that a few unimportant and apparently accidental er- 
rore^ in said Report, do not in any-wise affect, or have any bear- 
ing upon, the conclusions of the Committee aforesaid. 

Your Committee had before them additional emdenccy which 
was not submitted to the authors of that Report ; but this evi- 
dence did not essentially vary the views exhibited in said Re- 
port, — its whok tenor was to confirm and sustain those views. 

Thus much your Committee felt called upon to say, because the 
Petitioner, in laying his case before the Legislature, has chosen 
to rest in a great measure upon certain supposed errors, which he 
alleges to exist and to be material in the Report of a Committee, 
who seem to the undersigned to have performed an arduous and 
thankless task with signal ability, fidelity and impartiality. 

Second. Your Committee df> not find that William Vans 
EVER HAD any just claim or demand against the firm of John and 
Richard Co£nan, No judgment in his favor for such a demand, 
against said John and Richard Codman as copartners, has been 
produced before your Committee, nor is there any reason to be- 
lieve th^it any Huch judgment exists. Nor is there reason to be- 
lieve said Vans ever loaned to the House of John and Richard 
Codman, as he has alleged in his petition, any stocks, or other 
available funds whatever. 

Taird. There is no reason to believe, that John Codman, at 
the time of his decease, or for the space uf five years previous to 
his, decease, was indebted to said Vans in any sum whatever^ unless it 
be a few francs for costs of Court, for which security was given by 
one Babot, and which may or may not have been paid by him. 
But it does appear on the other hand, that long after the transac- 
tions out of which the Petitioner alleges that his claim grew, 
SAID Vans was indebted to John Codman, tn the amount of a 
hill for one hundred pounds sterling with costs and damages thereon^ 
which indebtedness said Vans did not deny, nor^id he al]e<(e any 
demand of his own against John Codhnan, or the firm of J. and 
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R. Codman, as an offset thereto when payment of said bill was 
demanded of him by John Codman.* 

Fourth. It does appear that said Vans had at one time large 
claims against RicBARn Codman, arising subsequently to the disstn 
bition of the partnership of Jons and Richard Codman : That he 
recovered sundry jadgments in France against said Richard on 
account of said claims, which judgments have been tit part satis- 
Jied; but whether any, and if any what part of the same renunns unr 
satisfied, your Committee have not been informed by any evidence 
before them. 

Fifth. The said Richard was discharged under the Bankrupt 
law of the United States, for all claims against him, including any 
claim which said Vans thm held against him. 

Sixth. After the death of said Richard, his Estate was ad- 
ministered upon by the Respondent, Stephen Codman. Said 
Vans was within the Commonwealth and uru&r no legal incapacity 
to sue, for a long time before any claim which he may have held 
against the estate of Richard Codman could have been barred by 
the Statute of Limitations. No reason was shown to the Com- 
mittee why he did not bring his suit against the Respondent, be- 
fore it was barred by the Statute, if he had any legal and equitable 
claim against the estate of said Richard. 

Seventh. The said Vans voluntarily and on his own proposal^ 
and for a good consideration, has executed afuUand sufficient re- 
hose ofaU claims against the estates of John and Richard Codman. 

For these reasons, the Committee are of the unanimous opinion, 
that the Prayer of the Petitioner, submitted to them, ought not to 
be granted, and recommend that the Petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

(Signed) ROBERT RAMTOUL, Jr. 

JNO. L. DIMMOCK. 
MOSES EDGELL. 
RALPH SMITH. 
SAMUEL LEE. 
House of Representatives, April 7th, 1635. 

Read and accepted. 

L. S. CUSHING, CLBEK.t 

A true copy from the files of the House of Representatives. 
Attest, L. S. CUSHING, Clerk. 

* It might alio have been added that the Executor of John Codman now 
ho\d» two unsatis^ ezeeutimu agaUut Mr, Vana far costs recovered Aer« in 
his flToandleas suits. 

t This Report was attacked by David L. Child, Esq. in a series i>f articles 
pabJished in the Boston Commercial Gazette, and also in a Pamphlet publish- 
ed by Wm. Vans ; which publications have hitherto remained unanswered. 
These were followed by a new Petition fVom Wm. Vans to the Leffislature of 
1836 — against which the Executor and heirs of John Codman filed a Remon 
stranee. 

52 
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No. 416. 

Remonstrance against further hearings an the Petition of WilKam 

Vans. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, for the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six. 

The Executor and Heira of John Codman, formerly of Boston, 
in the county of Suffolk, merchant, deceased, respectfully remon- 
strate against the perpetual petition of William Vans, which prays 
that certain statutes for the limitation of suits at law in thia Com- 
monwealth may be so far suspended, or dispensed with, in hia 
fiivor only^ that he may be permitted to sue for a large sam of 
money, which he falsely alleges to have been due to him from the 
said John Codman upwards of thirty-six f^ears ago. 

A petition of similar import was presented by the said Yans, as 
early as the year eighteen hundred and ten, and has been present- 
ed with obstinate perseverance to most of the legislatures which 
have been assembled from that year to this. The evidence re- 
lating to this claim has been examined again and again by respect- 
able committees, composed of difierent parties and various classes 
of our fellow citizens, and has always led to one uniform result, 
namely, the unaninums conviction of eoerjf eommittu making such 
examination, that the siiid Vans has not and never had taij ground 
of claim, legal or equitable, against the said John Codman, or his 
estate. No committee, nor any member of a committee, qfiCer 
hearing the whole case, has ever reported a different conclusion. 
These are undeniable facta— since they appear from the joumala 
and files of your honorable bodies. The only reports which have 
been erroneously supposed to constitute exceptions to the truth 
of the foregoing statement, it will be seen by those records, pro- 
ceeded from committees who acted without notice to the respon- 
dents, and of course without any examination of the evidence 
which they possess, or any opportunity afforded them of pointing 
out the fallacies and falsehoods of the representations and sup- 
posed proofs exhibite<l by said VanSi 

Long before any question had arisen respecting your constitu- 
tional power to grant such special dispensations from the general 
and standing laws of the land, of course before any decision of 
the supreme judicial court against it, and long before the claim 
of said Vans, if any there were, had been extinguished by hia 
own free and voluntary release, purchased for the sake of peace, 
upon a valuable consideration paid, with an assurance on his part 
that the relatives of John Codman should never be troubled by 
him more, long before the existence of these or any other pecu- 
liar impediments to the granting of his petition, when the whole 
enquiry was, whether he had or had not any real and just cause 
of claim on this estate, three successive committees, after full in- 
vestigation, reported that he had not, and three successive legis- 
latures accepted those reports. Frequent renewals of his peti- 
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lion were foUowed by uniform permission to withdraw, without 
any examination of evidence in possesion of the respondent, or 
any new hearing of the defence. An impression, however, began 
to grow up, from the constant hearing of one sick only^ that the 
petitioner had some equitable ground of claim, notwithstanding 
many legal obstacles to granting the petition. And this impress 
sion began at last to exhibit itself in the votes of the legislature. 
lu consequence, a new examination of the whole evidence was 
had in 16^^ before a special committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who went into that extensive inquiry at tie request af 
the respondentf atfd reported, as their predecessors had done 
twenty years before, that the claim was totally unfounded. 

Mr. Vans nevertheless renewed his petition in 1834, alleging 
as a cause for doing so numerous specufied errors in the report of 
the committee of 1633. No final action was had on this petition 
in 1834 ; but having been referred to the next legislature, in 1835 
it was committed to another special committee of the House, 
which committee renewed this laborious investigation, under cir- 
cumstances peculiarly favorable to the petitioner. It may be 
safely stated that all the members of the committee of 1835 were 
selected for that duty by the request or on the suggestion of the 
petitioner himself, or his counsel, or some of his friends. The 
appointing officer of the House, if appealed to, cannot but con- 
firm this fact. Every member of the committee, it is believed, 
was desirous to aid the petition as far as the evidence might war- 
rant ; and the predisposition of their minds, if any may respect- 
fijliy be attributed to them, was favorable to the truth and justice 
of the claim ; at any rate, none of the committee were personal 
friends, nor even acquaintances, of any one of the individuals 
interested to oppose the petition. The members of the late com- 
mittee themselves, if inquired of, will doubtless corroborate these 
statements. 

Before this committee no obstruction was presented by the 
respondent to the most unlimited range of inquiry ; no technical 
ground of defence was set up ; no exception was taken to the 
competency of any thing offered by the petitioner as proof. On 
the contrary, it was expressly and voluntarily proposed and 
agreed at the outset in behalf of the respondent, that Mr. Vans 
might exhibit to the Committee any thing which he or his coun- 
sel might consider calculated to aid his cause, whether in the 
shape of legal evidence or not, and with or without the customary 
forms of authentication. All the account books, letter books and 
correspondence of the house of J. & R. Godman, and of John 
Codman himself, having the remotest connection with the sub- 
ject of inquiry, were produced, and thrown open to the inspec- 
tion of the committee, and of the adverse party ; and every docu- 
ment ill the possession of the respondent, called for by the peti- 
tioner, was promptly produced. In short, '* every facility," as 
the report of that committee expressly states, '* was given by the 
respondent to the fullest and most searching inquiry into every 
circumstance connected with the origin of Mr. Vans' alleged 
claim upon him." 
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After such an investigatioD, the committee of 1835 found aod 
reported that there was so material error in the report of the 
committee of 1833 ; that the petitioner never had anj just claim 
or demand against the firm of John and Richard Codman, or 
against John Codman individually, but on the contrary that he 
hiwuelf was inMted to John Codman: that his claims against 
Richard Codman, on which he had recovered judgments in 
France, were in part if not wholly satisfied ; that Richard Cod- 
man had been discharged under the bankrupt law of the United 
States from all remaining claims, if any there were ; that the 
petitioner was within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
under no legal incapacity to sue, for a long time before any claim 
which he might have had still remaining on the estate of Richard 
Codman, had been barred by any statute of limitations, and show- 
ed no reason why suit was not brought ; and finally that the peti- 
tioner had voluntarily, and on his own proposal and for a good 
consideration, executed a full and sufficient release of all claims 
whatsoever, if any there were, against the estate both of John 
Codman and of Richard (yodman. The two reports of 1833 and 
1835, being on the legislative files, are hereby respectfully refer- 
red to. 

It cannot be pretended therefore, that this subject has not been 
sufficiently examined to satisfy the mind of any reasonable man, 
who is capable of being satisfied by any thing short of examining 
the whole evidence for himself. Those who, if they have taken 
the pains to read, are yet not satisfied with so many unanimous 
reports, and none to the contrary where the respondent was heard, 
will be no more satisfied aAer another committee shall have so 
reported. 

These investigations have necessarily occupied the committees 
which had them in charge during several entire weeks ; they have 
been attended with great labor to the committees, but with rastly 
greater labor and heavy expense both of time and money to your 
memorialists, who, being personally ignorant of the ancient focts , 
on which the petitioner pretends to found his claim, have been 
obliged to 'explore for evidence the voluminous account books, 
and mouldering masses of documents, accumulated in a long 
course of extensive commercial dealing, by men who have been 
dead for thirty years, and to hunt up, with daily increasing diffi- 
culty, the few living witnesses who may yet be found of remote 
transactions, known to numbers at the time, and easily proved 
within any reasonable period after their occurrence. 

William Vans, however, now petitions to be heard for the nr- 
TXBNTH TIME ; and your memorialists have been told that some 
members of the Legislature think there should be a re-examina- 
tion of the case now, and as often as it may be presented. 

The repetition of this inquiry from year to year, it will at once 
be seen, operates as an enormous and unequal tax upon your 
memorialists. It must be felt by all reflecting minds, to be a 
grievous burden, which ought not to be imposed upon any citizen 
unadvisedly, or without just cause, and tf continued to an tmrea- 
sonable extent, cannot fail to be pronounced by all men an intol- 
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erable oppresaon. It is an evil to which every other citizen ma/ 
be subjected by any man who chooses to adopt the course of this 
petitioner. Your memorialists therefore feel it to be a public 
dutj, not less than their private right, to enter their solemn pro- 
test against a re-opening of this whole subject at the present 
session. 

Why are the memorialists subjected to this interminable war- 
fare 7 Upon what principle does the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts entertain forever the same petition, founded upon the same 
state of facts, in a matter of private right only, and coming from 
a man who has not only been found again and again to have no 
cause for his petition, nor truth in his statements, but who has 
been Ifbund, by two committees at least, to have intentionally 
altered and mutilated an original document for the fraudulent pur^ 
pose of fabricating evidence in support of his claim ? 

What is it that he asks f Nothing less than that he should be 
endowed, by special legislative grants with a peculiar privilege^ not 
allowed to any other citizen of this Commonwealth, namely, an 
exemption from general laws-^hj which all other men, as well as 
himself, are debarred from maintaining suits after the lapse of 
certain fixed periods from the time when the defendant might 
first have been held to answer. This he asks in the face of that 
declaration of rights, which assures us, that " no man, nor corpo- 
ration, or association of men, has any other title to obtain advan- 
tages, or particular and eau^lusive privileges^ distinct from those of 
the community, than what arises from the consideration of services 
rendered to the public." Where are the public services of Wil- 
liam Vans T 

He asks you not only to grant him this extraordinary immu- 
nityf without consideration, but at the same time, and by the 
same act, to deprive your memorialists, without their consent, 
and against their remonstrance, of a fixed right, common to every 
citizen and subject of Massachusetts, and guaranteed to each by 
the very letter as well as the whole spirit of her constitution, 
namely, *' the, right to be protected in the enjoyment of life, lib- 
erty, and property, according to standing laws." 

Bnt why, it is sometimes asked, will not your memorialists, 
(an executor, a guardian, trustees for femes covert and absentees, 
as well as those acting in their own right) having an honest case 
of it, consent to be thus outlawed? Why will they not meekly sulh 
mit to be deprived of their constitutional rights, in order that this 
" venerable " petitioner may enjoy in his old age the benefits and 
chances of a jury trial 7 If there be, indeed, as the question sug- 
gests, any chance in such a trial, it affords the best reason in the 
world why they should not submit to it 1 Is one jury more likely 
to judge rightly than five legislative committees ! If not, what 
possible benefit can William Vans expect from a hearing before 
& jury, which he has not enjoyed in numerous and most indul- 
gent hearings before honest, intelligent, ^ndfavorable committees, 
who were yet compelled by the truth of the case to pronounce 
against him, excepting the chance that he might by a fortunate 
drawing, find twelve jurors empannelled together, so ignorant, or 
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so prejudiced, or so oorrapt, as to give him a verdict itgainsi Ae 
truth of the eastf and in spite of tht law and the- evidence* Without 
such a jury, his cause could never be so favorably tried in a court 
of law, as it has been before these committees. 

The court must necessarily be against him ; — because it has 
already settled^ in other cases, the questions of law that would 
arise in this, so that there can be no longer any question about 
them there. Instead of being permitted to introduce his own 
statements, and the hear-say of others, and unauthenticated doc- 
uments and papers of every description, as he has been permitted 
to do before legislative committees, and to take his aum time for 
it, he would find himself bound down to the strict rules of legal 
evidence, and confined to such facts, as are capable of substantial 
proof in a trial comparatively brief and hurried. Upon such evi- 
dence as be has heretofore shown, he would be literally unable to 
advance a step. All he can hope for then, and all he does hope 
for, is an opportunity to appeal to passions andprgudices inflam- 
ed and excited by his own false and Ubeliaus pubUcaHons^ industri- 
ously distributed for years, with the further possibility ^ that he 
may appeal to persons directly interested with him in his claim, — 
For it is now matter of notoriety, proved by the depositions-of 
respectable witnesses, that he has created and distributed to a 
great but unknown extent, what he calls his Stock, being an 
interest in his claim^ sold out in small sums to great numbers of 
persons, some of whom, with secret certificates in their pockets, 
might sit to judge the cause. This is the benefit and the chance 
that he hopes from a jury trial. And yet it is gravely asked why 
your memorialists, if they have a clear case, do not agru to a 
jury trial. • 

Their answer is plain and short. Justice cannot be done by a 
jury otherwise than it has been by five unanimous committees; 
injustice may. The remonstrants know that there is no shadow of 
right, or law, or equity, in the claim. Committee after commit- 
tee, having examined the evidence, have uniformly and unanim- 
ously so pronounced. The verdict of no jury that ever sat, 
would, in the judgment of your memorialists, add a feather's 
weight to this assurance, that neither their own honor, nor the 
spotless reputation of a much respected father, can be fairly im^ 
peached or compromised in this matter. It is then a mere ques- 
tion of properly. Whose is this property which yilur memorialists 
have possessed for thirty years — possessed by right of inheritance 
—confirmed by settlements in all the usual forms of law? On such 
a question, what call is there upon your memorialists to submit 
to the remotest and smallest imaginable chance in the trial of a 
claim, which goes to more than all they possess — especially the 
CHANCE that it may be tried by a jurv of claimants 1 How can 
they be reasonably required to abandon any sufficient and legal 
defence against such a claim, however numerous and strong may 
be the defences which are lef^ 7 With what reason, especially, 
can they be expected to relinquish their share in the fundamental 
principle of our social compact, by which " the whole people cov- 
enants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people. 
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that off shall be governed bj certain laws ibr the common gocnl.*' 
Feeling that they perform their part of this solemn covenant, hj 
a just and dailj observance of the laws under which they live, 
they claim from the whole people the performance of the cove» 
nant on their part also, and ask, not for a 60011, but that they, in 
common with aU other citizens^ may find the promised security in 
these certain and general laws. They ask thai particular legisla- 
tion may not be exercised against than alone; that they may not 
be publicly ordscrihed^ until they shall have been guilty of some 
treason ; and that they may not be deprived, by an act of* arbitra- 
ry powerf of a right which can^ never be constitutionally taken 
from them — unless by some general alteration of the laws, which 
would take the same rights at the same time^ from aU other citizens 
of the Commonwealth, 

Having heretofore repeatedly thrown open the door to free 
inquiry, and waived their constitutional rights for the purpose of 
permitting past legislatures to see, and the whole people of Mas- 
sachusetts to know by the uniform result of such examinations, 
that there is no substantial ground in equity, for this continued 
persecution, of which no like example can be found in our whole 
history, nor in the history of any other free representative gov- 
ernment upon earth, your memorialists now, with the utmost 
respect for your honorable bodies, but greater respect for the 
constitution and the laws, would humbly inquire, whether the 
legislature of Massachusetts can rightfully, and with propriety 
institute this inquiry anew. 

They respectfully submit in this behalf, that the investigation 
involves an inquiry judicial in its character, namely, the inquiry 
whether or not William Vans has a just and legal cause of action 
against the executor of John Codman's will, which he might 
maintain but for the statute of limitations. For if this be not 
shown in the first place to the satisfaction of the legislature, the 
whole groundwork of the petition fails. It is then precisely the 
same inquiry as would arise in a court of law, if William Vans 
were now to bring his action, and the statute of limitations were 
not to be pleaded, but the general issue only. No man can doubt 
that this would be strictly & judicial question. Can the legislature 
of Massachusetts then lawfully sustain it 1 The 30th article of 
the declaration of rights expressly provides in terms too clear for 
misapprehension, that ** in the government of this Commonwealth 
the legislative department shall never exercise the executive and 
judicial powers, or either of them ; the executive shall never exer- 
cise the legislative and judicial powers, or either of them ; the 
judicial shall never exercise the legislative and executive powers 
or either of them ; to the end it may be a government of laws^ and 
not of men." 

Further than this, they would respectfully suggest, that the 
interpretation of the laws^ and the administration of justice are 
expressly delegated by the constitution to judicial tribunals cre- 
ated for that end. Our written constitution is a part of the law. 
It must therefore be interpreted by the appointed tribunals. And 
their interpretation must be conclusive — until the constitution 
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skaB be eJumged. Bat the highest jadicial tfibanal we DOMen« has 
already exercised that high filnction, in expoanding the constitii- 
tioD upon the very question of the power of the legislature to dis- 
pense with a general limitation law for a foyored individual in a 
particular case, and has repeatedly declared, that such special 
acts of legislation as are prayed for in this petition, when passed, 
are violations of bur constitutional compact, and therefore void. 
Does the legislature of Massachusetts then claim for itself, not 
only the right of judging and determining for itself in an totscf- 
iled question, what are its own constitutional powers, but the farther 
right in a cnBe seitied by the constituted judicial tribunals of 
RETiBiNo, ovBRRULiNG and ANNULLING their soUmn decisions? 
This surely is a judicial act. It is inierpreHng the law. And if 
the legislature does not possess this power, how can they consti- 
tutionally require of these memorialists to show cause, why the 
prayer of William Vans' petition should not be granted, when the 
supreme judicial court has already decided, in a like case, that it 
CANNOT be granted. 

But if, nevertheless, the legislature of Massachusetts does, in 
its own judgment, possess this power, and with it as a necessary 
incident the whole power of the British parliament, to act as a 
high court of chancery and final appeals to settle the ultimate in- 
terpretation of the laws, if it be omnipotent to administer justice, to 
remedy defects of the common law^ and to set aside the public 
statutes, not by general legislation, but by special exemption tofo' 
vored individuals, founded upon its own quasi judicial determina- 
tion of the justice of the particular case, your memorialists respect- 
fully submit, that acting in this capacity, and sitting as a supreme 
judicial court, the legislature is at least bound, like all other judi- 
cial tribunals, to respect Us own solemn angudieaiions. 

This suit of William Vans is now instituted for the fifteenth 
time. In fourteen instances, at different periods, during a term of 
more than five and twenty years, the legislature of Massachusetts, 
acting in this supposed judicial capacity, has, after full delibera- 
tion, settled the law of rms particular case, and adjudged that 
the petition was incapable of being sustained. In jfive instan- 
ces at least, it has so adjudged upon investigation of the evidence, 
and expressly upon the ground that the facts set forth in the peti- 
tion are not true. To open this investigation anew is to admit, that 
all former judgments are, or may have been, erroneous : — ^thus not 
only impeaching the fidelity or intelligence of former legislatures, 
but presenting the singular spectacle of a tribunal claiming to act 
judicially, and as the highest court of judicature in the land, and 
yet admitting and proclaiming that its own decisions, both in mat- 
ters of law and in matters of fact, are entitled to no respect 
WHATEVER. A Striking comment upon the inadequacy of elective 
and fluctuating bodies for purposes of judicial action, however re- 
spectable may be the members of which they are composed ! An 
admirable exposition of the wisdom of our ancestors in limiting 
precisely the jurisdiction of the several departments of our gov- 
ernment, and expressly prohibiting the legislative body from all 
exercise of judicial function ! For it is the peculiar character- 
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istic of a judicial tribunal, that the identical things \rh\ch has onco 
heen finally judged^ c^n never be ridged. And even in the pro- 
gressive stages of judicial action towards a final judgment, n€t<7 
trials, and new hearings, of matters already passed vpan, are never 
had, unless on proof of newly discovered evidence, or clear indica- 
tion of palpable error in former proceedings. The great governing 
maxim which controls all judicial bodies is — ** Interest reipubhca 
ut sit finis litium;^' — the public good demands that there should 
be some end of private litigation. Without this there is no securi- 
ty ; — there i^ no enjoyment of property — there are no fixed rights 
— there is no constitutional protection ; — and the great end of the 
institution, maintenance and administration of government, which 
is, af^er securing the existence of body politic, '* to furnish the in- 
dividuals who compose it with the power of enjoying, in safety and 
tranquillity, their natural tights and the blessings of life," fails to 
be accomplished. 

The present petition of William Vans states no new fact, but 
states as fact the same matters^ which have been repeatedly and 
uniformly adjudged to be falsehoods. It does not pretend that 
any newly discovered evidence, never before examined, has come to 
bis knowledge since the last trial, if such it may be called. It 
does not assert, as his former petition falsely did, that any parties 
ular error was committed by the last examining committee in the 
course of their proceedings* Your meoiorialists therefore, with 
a deep sense of respect for past legislatures who have heretofore 
adjudged this matter, as well as for the present legislature who 
are now asked to judge it anew, humbly submit, that the request 
of the petitioner so presented for the fifteenth time, after five and 
twenty years of obstinate controversy against the declared opin- 
ions of so many preceding legislatures, is altogether unreasonable, 
if it be not unconstitutional ; and that to require of your memo- 
rialists to prove again, that the statements contained in that peti- 
tion are untrue, upon the mere suggestion of the petitioner 
himself, that justice has heretofore been denied him, is in effect 
**a denial of justice^* to them; subjecting them to an expenditure 
of time, labor and money, which is equivalent to the imposition 
of heavj fines and penalties, for no other offence than refusing 
voluntarily to put themselves out of the pale of the law, which pro- 
tects all other citizens, and insisting upon their constitutional and 
legal rights. It is, to their great injury and oppression, tolerating, 
sanctioning and encouraging a species of litigation absolutely 
without end. It affords to them the strongest reason why they 
should continue to insist upon their constitutional and legal rights. 
For if they should consent that the prayer of this petition should 
be granted, and should afterwards prove to the satisfaction of a 
jury, as they have already proved to the satisfaction of so many 
legislative committees, that William Vans' asserted grounds of 
claim are utterly false and unfounded, he would still have the 
same power and the same will that he now has, to petition the legis^ 
Jatureanew; the legislature ivould have the same ri^A^ and the 
same power to provide by special enactment, that Xhe former judg- 
ment against him should be no bar to a new suit, that it now has 
to enact that he alone of all men shall not be barred by general 
53 
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statutes of limitation ; — ^the same means might be employed with 
the same effect to produce a popular impression that bis claim 
was a just one, notwithstanding he bad once failed to establish it 
by judicial proof ; — the legislature might then, as well as now, en* 
tertain his prayer for relief, and, so far as the preservation of the 
sacred right of petition is concerned, would be under the sameobH' 
gatUm to do so; — your memorialists would again be called upon to 
sAet9 cause^ why the prayer of William Vans' petition should not be 
granted, and would then be precisely where they are now — ^involv* 
ed in a controversy endless and remediless^ so long as the legislature 
shall choose to institute such inquiries into matters of mere private 
right, and to favor one man beyond aU others, with a view to the 
passing of a law, which, when passed, stands already adjudged to 
be a nuUity and worse — an unconstitulionai blot upon the statmte 
book. While therefore they hold themselves ready, as they have 
ever done, to prove cmew, li they shall be required and notified te 
do so, that the facts stated in William Vans' petition are untmey 
and that he has not, and never had any just cause of action, at 
law or in equity, against John Godman, or his estate ; they rea- 
pectfully deny the constitutional power of the legislature of Maa- 
sacbusetts to grant the prayer of that petition ; they respectfully 
question its constitutional power to institute an inquiry into the 
truth of the statements which that petition contains — relating, as 
they do, to a private controversy between adverse parties, touch- 
ing a right of property, which is settled by the standing laws ; — 
they respectfully claim to be protected in their possessions by the 
same general and standing laws, which protect o^A«r m^ sit theirs; 
they respectfully remonstrate against ti perpetual legislative Uiiga^ 
tion of this right, and most especially, against this new species of 
compulsory process, by which, on pain of being subfected to such 
liOgation forever, with all the losses, anxieties and expenses con- 
sequent tnereon« they are required to adopt the alternative of aban- 
doning ONE ground of legal defence against an unjust claim, and 
of submitting to be deprived of their constitutional right to set up 
ant and every ground of defence which is permitted 6p the general 
laws of the land. 

And finally they submit, that they ought now to be relieved firom 
the farther continuance of this oppressive burden, and that the 
perpetual .petition of said Vans ought to be rejected without ior- 
ther hearing. As in duty bound, will ever pray. 

STEPHEN CODMAN, Executor. 

JOHN CODMAN, 

CHARLES R. CODMAN, 

C. R. CODMAN, Guardian of Geo. Codman, 

HENRY CODMAN, Trustee for 
Catharine M. wife of John R. Hurd, of New York. 

HENRY CODMAN, Trustee for 

Elizabeth Codman. 

HENRY CODMAN, Trustee for 
Mary Ann, wife of Wm. Ropes, of St. Petersburgh. 

FRANCIS CODMAN. 
[This Remonstrance, together with the petition, was referred 
to a Committee, whose report will be found below.] 
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Report of a Speddl Committee of the House of RepreteMatives, made 
in March, 1836. 
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House of ftepfesentatives of the 
Commmoni/fealth of Massachusetts, 
March, 1836. 

The Special Committee, t/b whom was referred the Petition of Wil- 
liam Vans, praying that the Statute of 1791 , ch. 28, barring suits 
against Executors and Administrators may be suspended in his 
favor, so that he may commence an action against the Execu* 
tor of the late John Codman, for the recovery of an alleged 
«laim against said Codman'; and to whom was also referred the 
remonstrance of Stephen Codman, (Executor of said John) and 
others, against said Petition, respectfully Report, 
That an order of notice having been issued to said Stephen Cod'^ 
man and others, they appeared before your Committee by coun- 
sel, and relying upon the positions taken in their remonstrance, 
which has been printed and freely circulated among the members 
of this House, they showed that the same subject matter had been 
fully. My and impartially examined at many previous sessions of the 
Legislature, and that the result of such investigations had been 
untfomdy unfavorable to the Petitioner. They therefore insisted 
that they ought not in justice again to be subjected to the expense 
and trouble of anew investigation, and that the Petitioner should 
be dismissed without further hearing. They however offered at 
tlie same time, if the Committee should overrule their remon- 
strance, to show that said Vans never had any legal or equitable 
demand against said John Codman. 

Your Committee thereupon inquired of said Vans, whether he 
had any new facts or evidence to adduce. To which Interrogato- 
ry he replied in the negative, but at the same time contended that 
the Committee had no authority to investigate the details of the 
case, but that it was their duty simply to grant the prayer of his 
Petition — to give him his constitutional right of a trial, and leave 
the facts to be examined by a jury of his country. 

In accordance then with the expressed wishes of both parties, 
yoar Committee have been able to avoid an investigation of the 
contested points in the case. Upon the question, theref^r^f wheth- 
er or not said Vans ever had any claim or demand against said 
John Codman, they have not felt themselves called on to decide. 
They found the decision, to which they have come, upon the fol- 
lowing indisputable facts, which are admitted by both the parties, 
viz : That within the last twenty-five yea,rs,Jijteen similar Peti- 
tions have been presented to this House by the said Vans, — That 
upon Jive of them there have been full hearings hieforefive differ- 
ent Committees, who have uniformly reported that said Vans never 
had any legal or equitable claim against said John Codman, — 
That no Committee has ever decided otherwise, aAer a full exam- 
ination of the evidence, — ^That one at least of these Reports was 
made nearly twenty years since^ at a period when it was a matter 
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of common occurrence to suspead a general statute for the bene- 
fit of an individual, — That all Reports which have been laTorable 
to the Petitioner, were made on exparte hearings^ without notice to 
tfie ItespondentSy — And finally, that after one at least of thQ above 
named full examinations, aad after the Legislature had repeatedly 
refused to pass any dispensing act in his favor, your Petitioner* 
with a more perfect knowledge of all the facts in ihe case than 
any other person, then living, possessed ; with a capacity fully to 
know and ably to maintain bis legal rights — upon consultation 
with his friends-^vo/un^anVy and from his oum motion^ without sO" 
Ucitatiqn of any kind, in consideration of five hundred dollars, ex- 
ecuted and delivered to the Respondents a release under seal, 
wholly written in his own hand'-toriting, and sufficiently comprehen- 
sive in its terms, to cover his demands of every name and nature, 
if any he ever had against the estate of said John Codman. — (A 
copy of said release and of the Deposition of Rufus G. Amory, 
Esq. relating the circumstances under which said release was giv- 
en are annexed.*) 

Your Committee therefore propose that the Petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his Petition. 

NATH'L. HINCKLEY. 
ANTHONY MASON, 
JOSHUA H. WARD. 

House of Reps. Bf arch 17, 1836. Accepted. 

L. S. GUSHING, Oerk. 
A true copy. Attest, 

L. S. GUSHING, Clerk H. of Rep. 

* See Not. 394, 396. 
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